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Murdoch’s Man Utd bid blocked 
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H FEEL. AS SICK 
A MURDOCH * 
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THE GOVERNMENT dealt a 
huge blow to Rupert Murdoch's 
hold on sports rights yesterday 
when it blocked the takeover of 
Manchester United by British 
Sky Broadcasting. 

To the surprise of sports 
fens, politicians and share* 
holders alike. Stephen Byers, 
the Thade and Industry Secre- 
tary, halted the £62 3m takeover 
bid after the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission (MMC) 
ruled it anti-competitive, saying 
it would have an adverse effect 
on the wider football industry. 

“Under almost all scenarios 


By Peter thal Larsen 

AND ANDREW GRICE 

considered by the MMC. the 
merger would increase the 
market power which BSkyB 
already has as a provider of 
sports premium channels." Mr 
Byers said. 

The MMC's 254-page report, 
compiled after an investiga- 
tion lasting four and a half 
months, also appears to rule out 
the possibility of any broad- 
caster being allowed to own a 
football club in the future. 

Hie decision sparked cele- 


brations among the supporters' 
groups who have opposed the 
deal since it was announced last 
September. ‘The most re- 
markable thing is that a politi- 
cian has at last stood up to 
Rupert Murdoch," said Michael 
Crick, a broadcaster, and 
founder of the Shareholders 
United Against Murdoch group. 

Both BSkyB and United ex- 
pressed Uieir disappointment at 
the decision, but insisted that 
it was not a catastrophe. “‘We’re 
obviously very disappointed," 
said David Gill Manchester 
United's finance director. “But 


we are confident in terms of our 
ability to retain our success." 

A BSkyB spokesman said: 
“Wfe cannot see what possible 
competition grounds could 
exisi because we were pre- 
pared to witi idraw From the TV 
negotiations." 

In the City, shares in Man- 
chester United and other list- 
ed football clubs such as .Aston 
Villa and Newcastle crashed as 
investors absorbed the report's 
implications. 

Sources in the Murdoch 
camp said last night its reaction 
was one of “disbelief rather 


than anger." Their surprise 
was echoed by legal experts 
who had concluded there were 
few concrete reasons for block- 
ing the deal, “ft’s quite a sur- 
prise that they blocked in on 
competition grounds." said 
Tom Usher, a City' lawyer. 

Mr Blair’s allies admitted Mr 
Murdoch would be angry and 
will seek to reassure him in an 
attempt to prevent the decision 
inflicting long-term damage to 
the Prime Minister's close re- 
lationship with him. 

Ministers hope that any cool- 
ing of relations between the 


Murdoch and Blair camps will 
prove temporary. Some Labour 
MPs believe Mr Murdoch will 
retaliate by stepping up his at- 
tacks on the Government for 
favouring membership of the 
single European currency. 

Labour MPs hostile to Mr 
- Murdoch were jubilant ‘It is a 
good day.” said Chris Muhin, 
chairman of the Commons 
Home Affair s Select Commit- 
tee. “It is clear evidence that the 
Government is not necessarily 
intimidated^ Mr Murdoch, de- 
spite the size of his empire." 

John Redwood, the Tories’ 


industry spokesman, said the 
decision was “half-baked" be- 
cause it left everyone unsure 
how sport and the' media could 
develop together “We need to 
know how dubs can profit from 
their valuable media rights.” 
The Liberal Democrats wel- 
comed the decision. “This is 
good news for football fens," 
said David Chidgey, the party’s 
trade and industry spokesman. 

Full report, pages 6-7 
Business Outlook, page 19 
Sport, page 32 
Leading article. 
Review, page 3 
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A survivor inspecting the remains of her home in Aleksindc, south of Belgrade, after a Nato attack five days ago in which 24 civilians are thought to have died 
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NATO’S WAR is growing more 
brutality the hour I spent most 
of yesterday - the Orthodox 
Easter Good Friday - daro- 
. , bering through the rubble erf 
pulverised Serb homes and 
broken water pipes and roof 
titnbere and massive craters. 
At Cuprija, Nato jets have blast- 
ed away seven homes, two of 
them direct bits, during an at- 
tack on the local amty barracks. 
In Kragirjevae, the workers at 
the massive Zastava car plant 
who so stubbomtytold me just 

over aweek ago that they would 
sleep on the factory flow to pro- 
tect their workplace - they 
even sent e-mails to Clinton, Al- 
bright and Solana to this effect 

- were rewarded with an attack 
by cruise missiles that 
smashed into the car works and 
wounded 120 of the men. 

And at Aleksinac, it now 
turns out that up to 24 civilians 
^ may have been killed five days 
ago in the attack by a Nato jet 

- believed by the Yugoslav mfl- 
itary to be an RAF- Harrier - 
Workers still digging through 
the wreckageyesterday told ine 
that they hoi recovered 18 bod- 
ies and that six more civilians 
were still sussing* 

The 13th funeral was held 
yesterday morning- of Dragi- 
ca Mflodinovic, who died of ho* 
wounds three days after her 
husband Dragan, and their 
daughter were Wasted to pieces ; 
in the bombing. At the site yes- 
terday, 1 found' Svetlana Jo- 
vanovic standing beside a 
mechanical digger, unnoticed 



ROBERT FISK 

IN CUPRiJA 

by tbepoEcenien, rescue work- 
ers and journalists walking 
over the wreckage. “Both my 
parents died just over there - 
where the bulldozer is moving 
the rubble,*’ she said quietly. “I 
was staying in Nis for the night 
and this saved my Life." Beside 
her was part of the tom casing 
of the Nato bomb that buried 
the couple in their cottage. 

There is a lot of palpable 


anger in Aleksinac - a Russian 
resident shouted abuse when he 
heard me speak in English. 
But there was not a word of mal- 
ice from Svetlana, no rhetorical 
condemnation of the Nato at- 
tacks. When I said how sorry I 
was for her family, she replied 
in English: “Thank you for com- 
ing to see our suffering.” 
Spyros Kyprianou, the 
speaker of the Cypriot parlia- 
ment, turned up at the bomb 
sites during the day on a hope- 
less mission to secure the re- 
lease of tiie throe American 
soldiers captured by Serb 
forces last week - in anticipa- 
tion, no doubt, of obtaining US 
support for a Greek Cypriot so- 
lution to the island’s partition. 
He was given a loud and angry 
account of Nato's sins from 
Serbian government officials - 
nothing about the appalling 
suffering of Kosovo's Albanian 


civilians, of course - and never 
bad a chance to hear tire names 
of those who died in Aleksinac. 

Nato says the bomb that 
killed the people there may 
have suffered a “malfunction" 
which odiised - that obscene 
phrrtfe yet again - “collateral 
damage". The “damage" in 
this case includes Svetlana Jo- 
vanovic's parents, the Milodi- 
novics and their daughter. 
Jovan Radojicic and his wife. 
Sofia, Grosdan Milivojevic and 
his wife, Dragica. Nor was it 
“collateral": one of the bombs 
landed square on the Jo- 
vanovic house. It was the same 
story - with mercifully no 
deaths - at Cuprija. 

A forming town of 20,000 a 
hundred miles south of Bel- 
grade. its local barracks was at- 
tacked early on Thursday in a 
raid that left a square mile ol 
devastation through dozens of 


homes. The \bgoslav army gar- 
rison had abandoned the place 
10 days ago - “we’re not fools.” 
a policeman said - but the civil- 
ians stayed on and waited for 
the inevitable. When the first of 
seven bombs fell they ran to 
their basements as their hous- 
es collapsed on top of them. 

I found one home that was 
simply blasted from its foun- 
dations and hurled across the 
road into a neighbour's held, the 
owner left crouching - mirac- 
ulously untouched - in his Ease- 
ment. Another bomb had 
exploded in a lane opposite a 
school, breaking the local water 
mains and blasting down the 
walls of a bungalow. 

TYue, there is a military bar- 
racks at Cuprija - at least two 
bombs had tom off the roof o i 
the empty Tito-era monstrosi- 
ty half a mile away. And there 
is a military building BOOiti from 


Nato dismisses Yeltsin’s threats 


THE UNITED States said yes- 
terday that it expected Russia 
to honour its pledge not to get 
involved in the war in the 
Balkans,aftersuggestjGns that 
the Kremlin may be aiming 
missiles at Nato countries. 

Confficting reports came out 
of Moscow that Russia was 
pointing nuclear warheads at 
states bombing its Serbian ally 
and President Boris \hitsin ac- 
cused the West of planning to 


by Marcus Tanner 

"seize” Yugoslavia. "They want 
to make it their protectorate, we 
cannot let that happen,” he 
said. But Nato was unmoved by 
what it clearly regards as blus- 
ter designed for Mr Yeltsin's 
domestic audience. 

The alliance's supreme com- 
mander; General Wfesley Clark, 
said there would be no halt to 
the air strikes. “We’re going to 


continue with the mission ex- 
actly as planned, regardless of 
political and diplomatic at- 
mospherics,” he said. 

Warning that the allies 
expected another peace initia- 
tive from Belgrade, the Foreign 
Secretary, Robin Cook, said: “It 
will take more than an empty- 
gesture to stop Nato’s military 
campaign. Ife will now only stop 
if [ttigoslav President Slobo- 
dan] Milosevic makes an offer 


of real substance that metis 
Nato's key demands - a cease- 
fire on the ground and a halt tn 
ethnic cleansing.” 

With no sign of peace break- 
ing out Belgrade also dashed 
Western hopes that it might 
release three US soldiers cap- 
tured in Macedonia to the care 
of a visiting Cypriot politician. 

Full reports, pages 2-4 
Leading article. 
Review, page :t 


die site of the Aleksinac slaugh- 
ter. And yes, Nato believes - and 
Yugoslav sources confirm - 
that part of the Zastava car fac- 
tory is used for weapons pro- 
duction. It is the fete of 
Yugoslav industry' thal thanks 
to Tito, hundreds of its factories 
have dual production facilities. 
And the Kragujevac car plant 
management had pleaded with 
its workers to end their sit-in. 

But Nato's refusal to show 
restraint when it knew the 
workers had stayed in the fac- 
toiy shows just how for it is now 
taking its war against Serbia. 

On Thursday, military offi- 
cers al the Pentagoo an- 
nounced the “human shield" of 
Belgrade’s young people on 
the capital’s largest road bridge 
would not prevent them at- 
tacking the structure. I couldn't 
help thinking amid the devas- 
tations yesterday that if Nato 
goes on widening its bombing 
campaign to include civilians - 
as it very cleariy did in Pristi- 
na this week, despite its pre- 
posterous claim that the Serbs 
bombed themselves - then the 
final death toll at Aleksinac 
could soon be academic. 

Perhaps there are those in 
Nalo who will argue that after 
their ferocity towards ihe Koso- 
vo Albanians, the Serbs deserve 
“a dose of their own medicine". 
It can always be said - in all 
truthfulness - Serb casualties 
are minimal compared with 
their victims in Kosovo. But if it 
stays its present course, Nato's 
offensive risks a massacre. 
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“If, in the future [a ground “The campaign in the air 
warj comes up, we'll should be sufficient ... If 
discuss and debate it" the circumstances change. 
William Cohen , we will consider that" 


“Ultimately, a conflict is “I don’t think it is a 
always decided on the question of sitting down 
ground” to do business with 

Gen Klaus Naumann, of Milosevic at the end" 


US Defense Secretary Javier Solana, of Nato Nato’s military committee 


Tony Blair 


“I repeat again . Russia will 
not get involved in 
Yugoslavia if the Americans 
do not push us" 

President Boris Yeltsin 


“He {Milosevic] hopes vvfe 
will accept as permanent 
the results of his eth hid 
cleansing. We will not” 
president Bill Clinton 


Nato ‘sorry’ 


for getting 


facts wrong 


THE DAMAGE 


BY JOHN DAVISON 


ONE OF three bombs aimed at 
the main telephone exchange 
in Pristina hit a residential 
area. Nato admitted yesterday. 
It bad previous^ denied that its 
bombers were responsible for 
damage in the city centre. 

Air Commodore David Wiiby, 
the alliance military spokes- 
man, said that the exchange 
was a “critical target” because 
it was being used for commu- 
nications between Serbian 
forces in Kosovo and Belgrade. 
Nato regretted any loss of civil- 
ian life, he said 

“One bomb appeared to be 
seduced off the target at the 
final stages. Close inspection of 
imagery indicates that it land- 
ed some 200 to 300m away in 
what seems to be a small res- 
idential area," he said 

Extensive damage to the 
Kosovo capital was revealed to 
reporters on Wednesday night, 
on a visit organised by the Serb 
authorities. In a silent and de- 
serted dty centre they saw that 
-as well as die exchange - the 
post office, the largest bank 
and a row of civilian homes had 
been hit At least 10 civilians 


were said to have been killed in 
attacks the previous night 

Serb minders and local peo- 
ple interviewed said that all the 
wreckage had been caused by 
alliance bombs, but this was flat- 
ly denied by Nato at the time. Air 
Commodore Wiiby suggested 
that some of the damage bad 
been caused by Serb forces for 
propaganda purposes. 

“1 can absolutely assure you 
that white Nato has attacked mil- 
itary targets around Pristina, 
and one very carefully targeted 
headquarters. .. Nato has cer- 
tainly not caused the reported 
widespread and random dam- 
age which we believe has been 
orchestrated by Serbian farces," 
he said on Thursday. 

lfesterday's a dmis sion came 
as Serbian state television re- 
ported that a Nato air attack on 
a car factory in the central Ser- 
bian town of Kragujevac on 
Thursday night hadleft 124 peo- 
ple injured, 24 of than seriously. 
It has been claimed that the 
plant was also used for arms and 
ammunition production. 

Fbr 12 days of the campaign 
Nato spokesmen stated with 


pride that there had been vir- 
tually no civilian casualties, 
using this as an indication of the 
accuracy of its attacks. If any 
“collateral damage" had been 
caused. Slobodan Milosevic’s 
propaganda machine would 
have made the most of it, they 
said. Then on Tuesday, Air 
Commodore Wiiby had to apol- 
ogise for a bomb going astray 
during a raid on Alekshiac the 
previous night, killing five civil- 
ians and wounding another 

At yesterday's Nato briefing. 
Air Commodore Wiiby said that 
after some success on Thurs- 
day morning, “the weather has 
turned against us 71 , affecting op- 
erations. He also said that Serb 
forces appeared to be building 
up in the north of Kosovo. 

In London, General Sir 
Charles Guthrie, Chief of the 
Defence Staff, said that 10 RAF 
Harriers had hit two groups of 
vehicles on Thursday. The first 
attack , was on a military 
vehicle compound in southern 
Kosovo and the second was 
against military trucks in the 
west Both were successful, he 
said. 
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Tents providing shelter at Cavaje, Albania for thousands of Kosovo refugees cared for by tbe Italian group Rainbow Filippo MonefbrtejAFP 


Charity accuses UN of failing refugees 


BRIEFING: DAY 17 


THE AID organisation 
Med eons Sans Frontieres ac- 
cused the UN High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees yesterday 
of Ming in its duty towards 
refugees from Kosovo, as crit- 
icism groWS'of the UN’s roleuT 
the Balkans disaster 

It accused the Commission- 
er of Ming to monitor the 
numbers and whereabouts of 
displaced Kosovars, and of al- 
lowing the Macedonian gov- 
ernment to deport them 
against their will, splitting 
families. 

“Many refugees are not reg- 
istered,’’ the organisation said. 
“Without registration, refugees 
are not individuals and have no 


rights and families cannot be 
reunified ... families were and 
stiQ are being separated and 
transported to camps and other 
countries, sometimes without 

consent _ 

"" “MSF is extremely con- 
ceited that the minimum stan- 
dards for the assistance and 
protection of refugees have 
been ignored," their statement 
said. 

Aid workers and Nato sol- 
diers on the ground privately 
have beep making similar coro- 
plaints for days, since the exo- 
dus began to choke the borders. 

They say the UNHCR is dis- 
organised and has left the bur- 
den of caring for the refugees 


Aid effort 

BY RICHARD LLOYD PARRY in Skopje 


to the Macedonians, whose 
Slav-domina ted gover nmen t 
wants only to get rid of them, 
and to Nato, which is a military, 
not a humanitarian organisa- 
tion. 

“Nato is nattier responsible 
nor able to co-ordinate hu- 
manitarian relief activities for 
refugees - nor should it be.” 

The UN High Commission- 
er for Refugees, Sadako Ogata, 
admitted yesterday that it will 
be days before order is re- 
stored in Macedonian refugee 
camps. She said she has no 


means of helping those Alba- 
nians^who were forcibly re- 
turned to Kosovo by the Serbs 
when Belgrade closed the 
border 

“I cannot do anything right 
now because I can't go into 
Kosovo without security being 
assured,” she said. 

She had spent a day visiting 
refugee camps and talking to 
political leaders in the Mace- 
donian capital, Skopje. 

“I am helpless. At the same 
time I am extremely concerned 
about the situation over the bor- 


der with Kosovo,” she added 
Between 120,000 and 130,000 
refugees from Kosovo are still 
inside Macedonia, about half of 
them billeted with ethnic Al- 
banian families in the predom- 
inantly Albanian western part 
of the republic. 

Mrs Ogata conceded that 
“we have learnt many lessons", 
but said it would be “a matter 
of days" before the situation 
was under control 
“Criticism is being given 
freely by many people many 
times. I'd like Medicines Sans 
Frontieres to join us in putting 
this into practice,” she said 
Plans to airiifl refugees to 
foreign countries, including 


Britain, appear to have been 
suspended “The British Gov- 
ernment's thinking as well as 
that of myself, is that it is best 
to host refugees in the area 
neighbouring their own coun- 
try" Mrs Ogata said 
■The tension in Macedonia 
took a new and potentially dam- 
aging turn yesterday when the 
army confirmed a 27-year-eld 
soldier was shot dead in a fire 
fightwith unknown ambushers 
shooting from inside Kosovo. 

At first there was speculation 
it may have been Serb forces. 
There was also speculation 
that the shooting may have 
been carried out by members 
of the Kosovo Liberation Army. 


i 

■ Naco air strikes continued against a wide range of. . ■ 

targets around the dock. • 

■ Ten Harrier GR7s engaged in missions over western 
Kosovo, four released weapons on targets. 

■ Nato said its planes carried out nearly 400 sorties in 
thel 7th day of the conflict, had attacked a Yugoslav . . 
military convoy in Kosovo and that the "tempo and • 
effectiveness" of its raids were increasing. 

■ UK troops in Macedonia are accommodating 22,000 to 
25.000 refugees at Brazda and 7.000 to 8,000 at 
Stankovic in Macedonia. 

■ Nato has made 39 flights delivering aid into Macedonia. 

■ Nato has delivered 600 tonnes of equipment to Albania 

■ In northern Albania, 34 centres housing 22,000 
refugees have been opened by the Albanian authorities. 

■ Nato has taken control of the Albania's main airport at 
Tirana. 

■ The Organisation for Security and Co-operation in 
Europe reports that 14.000 refugees have crossed from 
Macedonia into Albania 

■ The World Health Organisation has moved 14 
emergency health kits into Montenegro. 
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Greenock 7.15 2.5 
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FORECAST 


General situation: Soum«east England and East Anglia will start dry and mild 
but It will be cloudy witn a band of showery rain moving In. This will clear to 


AIR QUALITY 

Today's readings 


but It will be cloudy witn a Dana or showery ram moving in. ins will clear tt 
sunny spells and (solaced showers later this afternoon, fern this morning in 
Wales, western and northern England will move away to leave a fresher but 


brighter afternoon with a few leftover showers. Any early rain will clear Scotland 
and Northern Ireland to leave it cool with sunny breaks jik! blustery showers, 
some of the showers prolonged in the north and west. 


London, SE England, E Anglin: Cloud will increase to bring showery rain but 
bright by evening. A moderate south-westerly wind. Max temp 14-1 7C (57-63F] 
E England. Midlands. Cent S En gl a n d, Channel b: Rain will soon break out 
then it win be fresher this afternoon with sunny spells and isolated showers. A 
moderate south-west wind, becoming north-westerly. Mav temp I2-15C (54-59F1- 
SMf ft NW England, wales. Lake Disc, Me of Man; Early rain will dear 
before U turns cool wrirti sunny spells and a Tew sharp showers. A moderate 
south-west wind, becoming norm-westerly. Man temp 10-13C (50-55F). 

Cent N ft ME England: Rain this morning then cooler and sunny spells and 
blustery showers, A moderate westerly wind. Mac temp 1 1-14C (57-57F). 

HE A SE Scotland. Edinburgh, Aberdeen: Any early rain will soon dear to 
leave it cool and blustery with sunny spells and me occasional shower, chiefly m 
the norm. A fresh norm-westerly Wind. Max temp 10-13C I50-55R. 
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SUN ft MOON 


5an rises: 06.(7 
Sun sets: 19.68 

Moon rise*: 03. 40 
Moan sent 12.45 
New Moon: April 1 6th 
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Even if the hostilities cease today, the 
displaced people of Kosovo will need 
gg®» emergency assistance, food and 
shelter for months to come to help 
■T them simply survive. 

r It's a crisis of horrendous proportions 
and Y Care, in conjunction with church 
organisations, is helping to relieve the 
suffering through an emergency feeding and 
assistance programme to provide nutrition, 
shelter and doriiing to refugees in 
Albania, Macedonia, Montenegro. 
'J.*-.. Kosovo and other parts of 

I F.R. Yugoslavia. 

Please help us help these 
desperate people survive the 
coming weeks and months. 
Thousands urgently need 
food, medicines, clothing 
and shelter. 

Hcasc help by sending what 
ever you can today. 




Lows J and K will move east, as will Low M as it deepens. Low X will move 
north-east. High G will intensify. 


THE WORLD YESTERDAY 

I.dwji Ip dr.Jnale. T.fjV. fgVog; hlu*. hUvur. m^Wr. s-sumt* sh.slUkmrc sljtef; yi.uuw. 


24 hours to 6pm (GOTT) Thursday: 1 
Information by PA MfeatherCentre 


NW ft SW Scotland, Glasgow. W ft W Ucs CM <n the blustery «ma. Sun- 
shine and sharp showers. A fresh north-westerly wind. Max temp 9-12C {48-S4F). 

N Ireland: Cool and showery, some of the showers prolonged and heavy A fresh 
norrh-westeriy wind. Ma* remp1M2C J50-54F). 


WEATHERLINE 


Fa- the latest forecasts dui 0891 5009 
followed by me two tflgits /or your area. 
Source. The Met OMce. Calls charged at 
EOp per rrwi line VAT) 


OUTLOOK 


Rain or 
Shine... 


Coder but the south will be dry with sunshine eyty tworr^ Scotland jnd 
Northern Ireland will see rain and this will spread smith-eastwards. On Monday 
chilly north-westerly winds will bmg sunshine and showers. 


TRAVEL 


London: A12 Gwm Man Roundabout 
Leytonstaw. Major roadworks on new . 
Mil 61k road- UrtU 3ls» DeoetrtJet 
Bristol: MS J 18-1 9. Major Roadworks on 
Avon mouth Bridge. Uhfl JunaJOTI. 
W a wridt a Nre; M48 Between JiOTfrrworth 
services and J9 Sutton CoMfleM. 
ftoadwortaand contraflow- Until ZJnJAprfl. 
South YbriaWre: Mi Bewwen J^Tin^ay 
Viaduct (A6109 t J34 Tinsley Waftjd 
(AB17S). SfwiaeitL Camaoeway is fwwoM 
to two lanes southbound. Untfl 21st 
November 2000. 

Qloucesisrsldm; A40 Uuisdown Fid. 


ChcStenham. Closed duo to roadworks 
Inbound- Diversions m place. Until 1st 
June. 

Co .An trim: At Kmgsway. Qtmmurray. 
Roadworks, various lane restrictions Until 
1st August 

Derb ys h i re: A6 Between Derby Southern 
Bypass (A50) and Shartfow Road round- 
about East ot Alvasion. Comrafbw ft* m*. 
on new A5a Untfl I5tfi October. 

AA Roadwatth: Can 0336 401777 for 
the latesr local and national traffic news. 
Source: The Automobile Association. Calls 
charged at 5Qp per m<n pne VATJ. 
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THE AMERICAN Mid-west was 
swept by powerful storms yes- 
terrfay; which destroyed homes 
and tilled at least six people. 

The Cincinnati area was 
particularly hard-hit Entire 
neighbourhoods were de- 
stroyed as strong thunder- 
storms moved through the 
Ohio city. Roofs were torn off 
stores and the wind lifted a car 
from the ground and threw it 
against wall 
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Do not 
push us 
, into war, 
warns 
Yeltsin 


Russian Threat 

By Phil Beeves in Moscow 
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■ BORIS YELTSIN has warned 

- Mato and its allies against 
■■ forcing Russia into the deep- 

- eiing Yugoslav conflict saying 
I this could lead to the Third 

■ I World Wan 

$ "7 The president has repeat- 
- ; edly said he intends to stay out 
: of the Balkans war, but he re- 
' vised that stance yesterday by 

• adding an important new pro- 

■ mo: Russia will not get em- 

* broiled - “unless pushed”. 

He said on television; "I told 
Nato, the Americans, the Ger- 
: mans, don't push us towards 
. military action. Otherwise there 
; will be a European wan for 

■ sure, and possibly world wax, 

; which must not be permitted.” 

In separate comments, he 
warned that if Nato went 

■ through with what he considers 
' its aim “to seize Yugoslavia 

and make it their protectorate” 
there could be a stronger re- 
. sponse from Moscow. 

He did not specify what, but 
went on: “We can by no means 
give Yugoslavia away." He said 

■ a ground war would mean “big 
losses”, as the Serbs are pre- 
pared to fight to “the last man”. 

The president’s outburst 
amounts to a strategic decision 
. to step up the barrage of angry 
words flying westwards over 
•5fcie Kremlin’s battlements 
v since the conflict began. 

So far Mr Yfeltsin and his pre- 
mier; Yevgeny Primakov, have 
sought to tread a precarious 
line in this conflict They have 
made clear that they intend to 
refrain from sending weapons 


to Belgrade or joining the war 
militarily, knowing this would 
vastly complicate relations with 
the West 

But they have also main- 
tained a noisy flow of com- 
plaints and diplomatic moves to 
appease a genuinely outraged 
public and - crucially - a dan- 
gerously exasperated and anti- 
western Russian military. 

But they are under intense 
domestic pressure to do more. 
Almost every major political en- 
tity outside the enfeebled liberal 
democrats has called for Rus- 
sia to arm the Serbs. 

The now-emboldened Duma 
parliament’s Communist-dom- 
inated lower house, voted over- 
whelmingly to send weapons 
and military advisers. Mr 
Yeltsin is threatened with 
impeachment proceedings, al- 
though these face many hur- 
dles. An investigation is 
underway into corruption with- 
in the Kremlin. And his restless, 
broken-down army is deeply hu- 
miliated by Nato ’s strike on old 
Slavic friends. He needs to get 
this right 

So fax Moscow has restrict- 
ed its protests to considered 
manouevres. It has severed 
lies with Nato, dispatched a sur- 
veillance warship to the Adri- 
atic, and sent 80 lorry-loads of 
humanitarian aid to Belgrade 
(only days after accepting EU 
and US food aid to Russia). 

At the same time. Russia has 
tried to position itself as a me- 
diator; knowing that whoever 
leads the world out of this deep- 



Bear roars 
but it will 
not bite 


Analysis 

By Rupert Cornwell 


President Boris Yeltsin speaking in Moscow last night He is under great domestic pressure to join the war EPA 


finin g crisis will emerge with a 
hero's garlands. 

Not unreasonably Moscow's 
hopes are pinned on suspi- 
cions that Nato has been drawn 
into an unwinnable conflict 
Although it remains likely 
that the Russian government 
will continue to resist being 
drawn militarily into Yu- 
goslavia's deadly vortex, Mr 
Yeltsin clearly believes his task 
is getting daily more difficult 
Yesterday he embraced sug- 
gestions that Yugoslavia might 


join the Belarus-Russia union - 
another symbolic gesture be- 
cause tiie alliance between 
Moscow and Minsk has been 
singularly fruitless. Even in 
these dark hours, Russia will not 
want to be seen to be locked in 
a three-way embrace with Be- 
larus's dictatorial Alexander 
Lukashenko and Mr Milosevic. 

Nato and the Kremlin re- 
fused to comment on the most 
tbespian Russian gesture of 
the day. the reported re- 
targeting of Moscow’s nuclear 


missiles at Nato countries tak- 
ing part in the bombing. 

These originated from Gen- 
nady Seleznyov, the Duma's 
chairman, who said he and the 
president discussed the issue 
yesterday. Initially, claims shot 
around the world saying the 
warheads had already been 
redirected at Nato countries. 

Though this was officially 
denied, during the diplomatic 
panic the British Embassy in 
Moscow was issued urgent in- 
structions from London to 


check the information. Robin 
Cook, the Foreign Secretary, 
said nothing that Nato “is doing 
in Yugoslavia or Kosovo ... poses 
the remotest threat to Russia”. 

There could be “no justifi- 
cation” for Russia “increasing 
its mOitaiy posture”. 

Last nigh t, these assurances 
turned out to be premature. 

But the fact that Mr Cook 
talks separately about Yu- 
goslavia and Kosovo will do 
nothing to soothe Mr Yeltsin’s 
ire. Or his nerves. 


the bear has roared. These 

days however, even rumblings 
from the Kremlin about a 
generalised European war and 
a possible Third World War 
over Kosovo cause little more 

than a momentary tremor on 
Western financial markets, and 
wonderings about who, if 
anyone, truly runs Russia. 

Yesterday’s threats from 
President Boris Yeltsin fol- 
lowed a familiar erratic pattern: 
a dramatic assertion - that 
Moscow had re-targetted its nu- 
clear missiles against Nato 
countries participating the 
bombing of Yugoslavia - fol- 
lowed by a retraction or “clar- 
ification” by senior aides; then 
a vague, apocalyptic, threat 
that if Nato launched a ground 
attack against Belgrade, it 
would drag Russia into what 
would become a global conflict 

Even if true, the missile re- 
targetting amounts to less than 
meets the eye; the operation 
can be carried out in a matter 
of minute^, if not seconds. As it 
was, within the hour Igor 
Ivanov, Russia's fbreign Min- 
ister, said he was unaware of 
any presidential order to that ef- 
fect, a message later conveyed 
to the White House. 

This must be set against 
statements by Mr Yeltsin and 
officials that Moscow would 
not allow itself to become 
dragged into the conflict - not 
least because it would forfeit 
any hope of brokering a Koso- 
vo settlement the one way in 
which Russia could emerge 
with its international prestige 
enhanced by the crisis. Nato 
diplomats sav all the tough 
talk reflects Mr Yeltsin's desire 
to stave off impeachment pro- 
ceedings against him in the 
Duma, at least as much as his 
anger at how the fallen super- 
power has been sidelined and 
ignored over Kosovo. 

Behind the scenes Russia 
continues to discuss Kosovo 
amicably, if fruitlessly, with its 
Western partners. On Wednes- 


day. senior officials of the Con- 
tact group, comprising Russia, 
the US, and the four main Eu- 
ropean members of the al- 
liance, met. Yesterday, this time 
representing the G-8 group of 
major powers, they did the 
same in Dresden, Germany. 
The US Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright will meet 
Mr Ivanov in Oslo, Norway, 
next week, “if things were re- 
alty bad. this just wouldn't be 
happening" one diplomat said. 

Or put another way. the 
Kremlin needs help from the 
West to resolve its desperate fi- 
nancial crisis a lot more than an 
alliance with Belgrade, that 
would place even further strain 
on its stretched resources. For 
similar reasons. Russian offi- 
cials were yesterday dismiss- 
ing any talk of a “union" with 
Yugoslavia, along the lines of 
the similac effectively mean- 
ingless, tie-up with Belarus 
agreed in 1997. 

Even so, Kosovo has re- 
duced relations between Rus- 
sia and the West to their lowest 
level since the Cold tt&r 

Although it is half-bankrupt, 
demoralised and with its armed 
forces in decay, Moscow still has 
considerable residual powers of 
mischief-making, parity thanks 
to the weakness of its govern- 
ment That was one reason for 
the words of Robin Cook yes- 
terday that Nato was not trying 
to challenge Moscow in the 
Balkans: “There is nothing we 
are doing in Yugoslavia or 
Kosovo that causes the re- 
motest threat to Russia." 

In barely a decade Russia 
has passed from having one of 
the strongest governments in 
the world to one whose writ 
barely runs beyond the Krem- 
lin. The question is not whether 
it could organise a massive 
and swift transfer of weapons, 
feel or other supplies to Bel- 
grade. but whether - assuming 
it wanted to - it could stop in- 
dependent Milosevic sympa- 
thisers in Russia doing so. 


Nato spokesman accused 
of exaggeration by French 


SPONTANEOUS LAUGHTER 
rippled through the room as 
journalists listened to Nato's 
daily press briefing. They had 
just heard Jamie Shea, the 
Nato spokesman, say that the 
bombing ofYUgosJavia brought 
nothing but relief to Kosovo’s 
^.oppressed Albanians. One 
- NAl • W0DMUa > to® htfd them, on hear- 
^Cl v Lag Nato jet engines overhead, 
said she thought it was “the 
sound of angels”. 

Mr Shea stopped in his 
tracks at the titters. “Yfes, that’s 
right," he said “The sound of an- 
gels." Reading everyone’s 
mind. Shea added “I could 
new have put it so eloquently.” 
This was false modesty. Mr 
Shea's daity briefings are a 
catalogue of soundbites and 
powerful quotes. The Serbian 
leader is Pol Pot or A1 Capone. 
Fleeing refugees stripped of 
their identity documents are 
going through “an Orwellian 
‘ nightmar e" or “trading in their 
property rights for a train tick- 
et to oblivion”. 

, live television broadcasts of 
his news conferences have 
turned 45-year-old Mr Shea 
into a household name. In fact 


Briefings 

By Katherine Butler in Brussels 



Jamie Shea: Nato’s voice 


Mr Shea is a reluctant star and 

his new role as Nato's front- 
man, amstanttyin the spotlight, 
ch urning out selective infor- 
mation and overblown rhetoric, 

is something those dose to 
him believe he is uneasy with. 

Mr Shea is no newcomer to 
Nato. For 18 years be has been 
with the alliance, the last six as 
spokesman. He is a favourite 
with the Brussels-based press. 
“He is the consummate jour- 


nalists' friend,” says one. “He 
yanked Nato into the 30th cen- 
tury and made it a more open 
place.” It is hard to find a jour- 
nalist with a complaint 

Affable »nrf unassuming his 
impeccable courtesy and air of 
local-boy-made-good contrasts 
with the style of other British 
spin doctors, such as Alastair 
Campbell or Gordon Brown’s 
former mouthpiece, Charlie 
Whelan. 

Someone who first met him 
when Mr Shea was a Nato 
minute-taker stresses how he 
has remained a shy and mod- 
est man: “He is not a per- 
former. He is uncomfortable 
when be has to accompany 
[the Nato secretary-general 
Javier] Solana to London and 
they stay at Claridges. He’d 
rather go to the pub.” 

But this self-effacing side 
belies the authority he com- 
mands within the allian ce. Mr 
Shea is in his own right a heavy- 
weight academic who earned a 
doctorate from Oxford after a 


First in History and French 
from Sussex University. 

His accent has attracted 
much comment particularly 
in the class-obsessed British 
press, the subtext being how 
did someone who sounds like 
Frank Butcher of EostEnders 
get to be the voice of the 
transatlantic militar y allian ce? 

Mr Shea is now being 
blamed for a number of Nato 
“exaggerations". TWo French 
newspapers this week accused 
him of “propagating rumours". 
Now he has been embarrassed 
by Nato's admission that it 
bombed residential districts in 
the Kosovo capital. Pristina. 

Those who know him say he 
is sincere in his feelings, both 
for the plight of the Kosovo Al- 
banians and his belief in the 
-fundamental gospel" of Nato. 
As the messenger for Nato’s ac- 
tions and policies he is now 
being shot for Nato's mistakes. 

But Mr Shea is more than a 
messenger. He has allowed 
himself however reluctantly, to 

become the public face of the al- 
lied campaign. And, having 
started, he must go on justify- 
ing il whatever happens. 


Money keeps on coming in 


THE INDEPENDENTS Kosovo 
appeal yesterday reached 
£340,000 - up more than' 
£90,000 on the previous day 
Tlie total raised by the Dis- 
aster Emergency Committee 
has now topped £7m. 

Donors have been told that 
£5 will buy a blanket, £10 a hy- 
giene pack, £30 will keep a 
family fed for a month and £250 
wffl buy a tent to house several 
families. The Independent 
launched the DEC appeal with 
its readers last week, prompt- 
ing a massive response. 

The joint appeal has been 
organised on behalf of the 
British Red Cross, Christian 
Aid, Cafod, CARE interna- 
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tfonal UK, Children's Aid Di- 
rect, Concern Worldwide, 
Help The Aged, Merlin, 
Oxfam, Save The Children. 


HOW TO MAKE 
A DONATION 


Send a cheque or postal order to: 

Independent 
Kosovo Appeal 

Disasters Emergency Committee 
PO Bax 2710 
London WIN 5 AD 
Cheques payable lu 

KOSOVO APPEAL 

Calk 0990 22 22 S3 to make a 
. telephoned a edit card donation 

Tearfund and World Vision, to 
prevent the public being bom- 
barded with separate appeals. 
Charity heads said the 


scale of the disaster was such 
that a planned joint effort was 
needed to make sure the aid 
got to the people who most 
needed it as soon as possible. 

Donations can be made to 
the appeal on 0870 6060900 or 
0990 222233. Donations can 
also be sent to Disasters 
Emergency Committee Koso- 
vo Appeal PO Box 999, Lon- 
don, EC4A 9AA. Cash can be 
given at banks, building soci- 
eties and post offices. 
Cheques should be made 
payable to Kosovo Crisis Ap- 
peal Updates can be obtained 
via ITV Teletext page 520 . or 
the DEC Internet site 
fwww.dec.org.ukt. 
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No invasion 
here, says 
Macedonia 


Meeting at Nato headquarters 

STEPHEN CASTLE in Brussels 


WAR IN THE BALKANS 


the independent 

Saturday 10 ApriI1999 



MACEDONIA RULED out use of 
its territory for an "aggres- 
sive" Nato ground invasion 
against Serbia yesterday, but 
said that Western troops could 
use it as a "staging post" before 
entering Kosovo to police an 
agreed peace deal The state- 
ment came after a visit by 
Macedonian minis ters to Nato 
headquarters in Brussels - the 
latest Western effort to woo die 
small, but strategically crucial 
former Yugoslav republic. 

As Nato's warplanes con- 
tinued bombarding Serb mili- 
tary targets in Kosovo, the 
council held an hour-long meet- 
ing with Macedonia's foreign 
and defence ministers, Alek- 
sander Dimitrov and Nikola 
Kljusev, offering new security 
guarantees if they are attacked 

The ethnically and politically 
fragile Balkan state is being 


courted relentlessly. At Luxem- 
bourg on Thursday European 
Union foreign ministers agreed 
a package of financial and polit- 
ical blandishments. The Mace- 
donians were offered an 
association agreement with Eu- 
rope and a role in a new forum 
to stabilise the region. EU mem- 
bership was specifically held out 
as an eventual prospect 

The EU also approved a 
package of financial aid worth 
100 million euros (£67m) for 
Macedonia, Albania and Mon- 
tenegro to cover costs of shel- 
tering refugees. 

Despite Macedonia’s bru- 
tal treatment of refugees, thou- 
sands of whom were deported 
from a border camp to Albania, 
official communiques have lav- 
ished praise on the Skopje gov- 
ernment Mr Kljusev said he 
had heard "words of gratitude. 


unlike some of the criticism 
that was showed among the 
media". He attacked the BBC 
and CNN for unfair reporting. 

The Macedonians are sen- 
sitive about the possibility of 
providing a staging post for a 
ground invasion of Kosovo, and 
Mr Kljusev insisted yesterday 
that his territory could not “be 
used for any kind of military ag- 
gressive action against neigh- 
bouring territories". 

But he drew a distinction be- 
tween this and the movement 
of troops into Kosovo to police 
an agreement reached with 
Belgrade. "If there is the 
agreement of the Yugoslav gov- 
ernment for entrance into Yu- 
goslavia then they will be 
allowed. Unless this happened, 
the passing of the Nato forces 
into Yugoslavia cannot be 
accepted," he said. 
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Refugees Ekrem (left) and Burim waiting at a hospital in Kukes, northern Albania; they were injured by shrapnel as they fled Kosovo EPA 

US concerned as the war cost 
reaches $500m in two weeks 


AMERICAN REACTION 

By Mary Dejevsky in Washington 


WITH THE US Congress set to 
reconvene on Monday after 
the Easter recess, politicians 
are gearing up for a good old- 
fashioned row over the mount- 
ing cost of the Kosovo operation 
- estimated to have reached 
$500m (£3 00m) in the first two 
weeks. 

At stake for Democrats is the 
Clinton administration's repu- 
tation for sound finances and 
their own objective of more so- 
cial spending. At stake for 
Republicans - their much-ad- 
vertised hopes for tax cuts. 
These preliminary skirmishes 
over money for the undeclared 
Balkan war are so far as noth- 
ing compared with the furious 
blame-game already washing 
into the public domain from the 
inner sanctum of the Clinton ad- 
ministration. 

It is a fight to the death or 
dismissal First out of the gate 
with a pre-emptive strike was 
the CIA, whose director, 
George Tenet told friendly re- 
porters just two days after the 
start of air strikes that intelli- 
gence advice to the adminis- 
tration had been sound. It had 
warned the administration in 
good time both about the Yu- 
goslav President Slobodan 
Milosevic's malign intentions 
and what he was likely to do in 
the event that "peace" talks 
failed. The CIA had a particu- 
lar interest in clearing its name 
early, as it was still smarting 
from the blame that attached to 
it a year ago after its failure to 
detect that India and Pakistan 
were about to conduct their first 
nuclear tests. 

With President Clinton man- 
aging to remain above the im- 



An RAF Harrier, part of the massive and costly Nato force 


mediate fray, into the dock 
came the Pentagon, which was 
blamed - perversely perhaps - 
for not having wanted or pre- 
pared sufficiently to fighL The 
joint chiefs of staff were said to 
have called for tougher eco- 
nomic sanctions in preference 
to military action. Shortages of 
air-launched cruise missiles, 
aviation fuel and provision for 
refugees were laid at their door 
The joint chiefs struck back. 


implying that they were ham- 
strung by a lily-livered White 
House that thought it could 
win a war by immaculate co- 
ercion’ - fighting exclusively 
from the air without US casu- 
alties. They argued that there 
could be no middle way: either 
the White House wanted a war. 
in which case it had to be ready 
for ground troops, bodybags 
and all, or it should forget the 
whole idea. 


The latest scapegoat has 
been the Secretary of State, 
Madeleine Albright After a 
rash of (Pentagon-inspired) ar- 
ticles claiming that it was ‘her’ 
war, she took her case direct to 
the viewing public. On CNN’s 
Larry King Show, she defend- 
ed military action as ‘the only 
way’. Two key officials, mean- 
while, have kept a judiciously 
low profile. The National Se- 
curity Adviser, Sanity Bergen 


Stephane Rousseau 


who took the initial flak for 
White House rejection of i 
and Pentagon advice, appez 
less and less confident be! 
the cameras in the f 
three-day propaganda effior 
the White House and has m 
no subsequent public st 
ments. 

The Deputy Secretary 
State, the resident Russia , 
regional specialist. Strobe ' 
bott, has been even quiets 


France and Nato deny 
report of US distrust 


FRANCE AND Nato yesterday 
vehemently denied a British 
press report that suggested 
France was not trusted by its 
allies to play a full-blooded part 
in the Balkan war. 

The report in The Daily 
Telegraph, said the United 

States was refusing to share its 
most secret plans and intelli- 
gence with France. Last year a 
French major at Nato head- 
quarters was arrested for pass- 
ing information to Serbia on 
likely alliance bombing targets. 
Earlier, another major was 
withdrawn from Bosnia after 
becoming too close to the 
Bosnian-Serb military. 

To that extent, the fears in 
Washington reported by The 
Daily Telegraph are grounded 
in undisputed fact But yester- 
day both Nato and the French 


Nato Troops 

By John Lichfield in Paris 

government categorically de- 
nied any suggestion that the US 
was withholding information 
from France or any other ally 

The US is notoriously rel- 
uctant to share all its intelli- 
gence information with any 
ally, including Britain. There 
may be some information that 
-given toe pro-Serb leanings of 
a few French officers - Wash- 
ington prefers to keep to itself. 

France is not in the military 
wing of Nato but it is at toe 
heart of the Nato air assault on 
Serbia, with 53 aircraft en- 
gaged (more than any country 
save toe US and Britain). 

France has traditional ties to 
Serbia but 70 per cent of 
French people - more than in 
Britain or the US - support the 
Nato campaign The govern- 
ment is divided between a 


right-wing president and a left- 
wing prime minister, but both 
men - and most of the French 
press - have strongly support- 
ed Nato from the beginning. 

The article suggested that 
Washington was waiting for toe 
French to drop out of the Nato 
attacks and start to pursue 
their own diplomatic initiatives, 
possibly through Russia. 
French and American officials 
rejected that possibility. 

They said the ultimatum 
to the Serbs flowed from a 
Franco-British initiative, sup- 
ported by Washington. The 
defeat of President Slobodan 
Milosevic and toe protection of 
Kosovo Albanians is seen in 
Paris as a moral and strategic 
imperative for Western Europe; 
not something dictated by an 
American agenda. 


Timetablf. 
Day 17 

Friday 9 April 
2am 

The Serbian news agency. Tanjug. repore Nai 
struck an oil storage depot in Smederevo. ea: 
Belgrade. It says at least seven missiles explc 
Kragujevac. 55 miles south of Belgrade. P 

5am 

Serbian Forces and KLA guerrillas exchange rr 
gun fire on the Yugoslav-Albanian border anS 
mortar shells land in Albania 

7am 

About 800 Kosovo refugees enter ■ 

Serbian police stripped ^h^mTa ft 
before letting them through. P 055 

9am 

United Nations refugee agency says that 10 f 
Albanian refugees who were missinVhf. * 
in Macedonia and Albania S have bei 

11.05am 

Pristina*^ 5 th3C fiVe explosions have been he. 

2pm 

Nato says there is a Sprb h»;iH . 

Kosovo and no evidence of a wi rhdf f ° r , CeS n 
2 . 05 pm W| rhdrawal. 

Nato says a bomb aimed at the mv 
exchange in the centre Pristina oT r" te,eph01 
residential area. a 0n Tuesday sti 

3pm 

Spyros Kyprianou of Cyprus me-t* . 

» tn,r 0I er three United Sra 
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IN TOMORROW'S INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY 


‘He was absolutely brilliant at door-to-door canvassing, especially with the 
more mature ladies. They’d open the door and there was Hutch 5 

How they met: Martin Bell on his old friend David Soul 


at; 




THE BEST-WRITTEN SUNDAY PAPER IN BRITAIN, FEATURING ALAIN DE BOTTON, SIMON SINGH, DAVID THOMSON, JEREMY CLARKE, 
JAN MORRIS, DEAR ANNIE, ALAN WATKINS, JOAN SMITH, MICHAEL BYWATER, AN WILSON AND WALLACE ARNOLD 


Queen will 
dress down 
for Scotland 




j) THE QUEEN will be dressing 
down for the opening of Scot- 
land’s home-rule parliament 
in Edinburgh. In keeping with 
the Scots’ notion of the people 
as sovereign, the ceremony on 
Uuly will be dignified but with- 
out the gilded extravagances of 
the state opening of the West- 
minster parliament 

Scotland's new legislators, 
dvic leaders and young people 
will process on foot from Par- 
liament House, scene erf the last 
meeting of the pre-Union par- 
liament in 1707, to the tempo- 
rary home of its successor in 
the Church of Scotland As- 
sembly Halt 

The Queen, accompanied try 
the Duke of Edinburgh and 
Prince of Wales and escorted by 
16 troopers of the Household 
Cavalry, will travel along the 
Royal Mile in an open carriage 
from Holyrood Palace to the As- 
sembly Hall It is intended to 
bring her closer to the public 
than the enclosed state car- 
riage used in Westminster 
The main elements of the 
^beremony were announced in 
' Edinburgh yesterday although 
it will be for the Presiding Of- 
ficer of the new parliament -the 
equivalent of Speaker - and 
newly elected members to 
finalise details. 

The Scottish Office said the 
Queen would not be wearing a 


By Stephen Goodwin 
S cotland Correspondent 

crown and full ceremonial 
robes. “MSPs will wear ordi- 
nary day dress. Neither the 
presiding officer nor anyone 
else will wear robes," officials 
said. 

’The Queen will dress in a 
manner appropriate to a 
dignified, historic but modern 
occasion." 

George Reid, constitutional 
affairs spokesman of the Scot- 
tish National Party, said it 
would have been wrong for the 
Queen to be wearing robes 
while surrounded by men in 
suits. 

The Duke of Hamilton, 
hereditary keeper of the Palace 
of Holyrood House - a role his 
ancestors have fulfilled since 
1640 - kept his own counsel. 
“The last thing the Queen 
needs is advice from someone 
like me on how to dress ” he 
said. 

The Queen will mak e an 
opening speech before the 129 
parliamentarians and 500 
guests, but will not read out 
the home-rule government’s 
legislative programme. 

One thousand children from 
all over Scotland will parade 
past a royal dias outside the As- 
sembly Hall and thae wfllbe an 
RAF fly-past, despite earlier 


differences over a military 
element 

Among the newly elected 
MSPs may be the first Green 
elected to a national parlia- 
ment in Britain. After decades 
of standing as no-hopers, 
mocked by many as the ’‘san- 
dals and brown rice" element, 
the fairer voting system for 
the Scottish elections give 
Greens a good chance of at 
least one seat 

The system also benefits 
other fringe parties, notably 
the Scottish Socialists bead- 
ed by Tommy Sheridan, the 
Glasgow councillor who went 
to jail rather than pay the poll 
tax. 

Itis ironic the Greens' break 
should come in Scotland, 
where voters have traditionally 
shown least interest in middle- 
class notions of saving the 
planet but it raises intriguing 
possibilities. The Greens could 
actually hold the balance of 
power in a Scottish Parlia- 
ment, pushing up the agenda 
the issue of banning genetically 
modified food. 

Greens sit in 17 parliaments 
across Europe but the winner- 
take-aU system in Britain has 
always thwarted them at the 
top leveL Scotland does not 
even have any Green counril- 
torewhfiem England and Wales 
there are more than 100. 




Carol Ann Duffy-: One of 
two favourites for the post 



Seamus Heaney, who backed out of the running for Poet Laureate, saying: ‘If s not my job' 


Andrew Motion: Also on 
Colin McPherson Poet Laureate shortlist 


Heaney rules out Laureateship 


SEAMUS HEANEY has ruled 
himself out of being Britain's 
next Poet Laureate. Heaney, 
who has won the Nobel prize for 
Literature was one of the front 
runners for the post which will 
be announced later this month. 

There had been concern in 
both Downing Street and the 
Department of Culture that 
Heaney's known republican- 
ism could make such an ap- 
pointment highly controversial 
But yesterday Heaney saved 
them further worry when he 


By David Lister 
Arts News Editor 


said he would not accept the 
post The Londonderry-born 
writer is the second highly fan- 
cied candidate to rule himself 
out as successor to the late Ted 
Hughes because of republican 
views. He said: "I simply 
couldn't write the poems for the 
job. and given some of the 
statements I have made I don’t 
think I could accept it." 

He has often used his verse 


to take sideswipes at British 
rule in Ireland. 

Some of those involved in the 
selection process - organisa- 
tions such as the Poetry Soci- 
ety are consulted - had hoped 
that he would accept the post 
as a way of emphasising the 
changing relationship between 
Britain and Ireland at a crucial 
time in the peace process. 

But he said in an interview 
with BBC Northern Ireland, to 
be broadcast tomorrow, that he 
has had manv ambitions in his 


life, and being poet Laureate is 
not one of them. “I simply 
couldn't do it, it’s not my job." 

His refusal comes two 
months after Yorkshire- born 
Tony Harrison sent Bucking- 
ham Palace his ‘refusal” with 
the flamboyant gesture of a 
scathing 94-line poem in a na- 
tional newspaper. 

The favourites now are Carol 
Ann Duffy, the Scottish born 
poet, and Andrew Motion, the 
biographer of Keats and Philip 
Larkin. Tbny Blair will be mak- 


ing a recommendation to the 
Queen within a few weeks. 

Both Ms Duffy and Mr Mo- 
tion would be willing to make 
Poet Laureate a more public 
and educational post, probably 
going into schools, and certain- 
ly creating verse for public oc- 
casions other than royal events. 

The next poet laureate is 
likely for the first time to be paid 
for his or her verse. But there 
is little chance of being able to 
give up the day job. The salary 
is expected to be around £10.000. 




Blair’s allies shelve plan to 



contest NEC elections 



Tbny Blair campaigning in Dundee yesterday Scotsman 


By Andrew Grice 
P olitical Editor 


TONY BLAIR’S allies have aban- 
doned plans to run a slate of 
candidates in the elections to 
Labour's ruling body amid 
fears of a grassroots backlash 
against the Prime Min i s t er. 

The rethink follows growing 
criticism inside the party of the 
“control freakery” by Labour’s 
Millhank headquarters in Lon- 
don, which has been accused of 
influencing the choice of can- 
didates for the forthcoming 
elections to the European Par- 
liament and Scottish and Welsh 
assemblies. 

Last yean left-wingers cap- 
tured four of the six places rep- 
resenting local parties on the 
National Executive Committee 
(NEC), m what was widely seen 

as a big setback for Mr Blau: 

His allies now admit that it 
was “counter-productive’’ for 
the loyalist Members First or- 
ganisation to run candidates in 


the polL It won only two seats, 
despite spending a reported 
£100,000 on its campaign. 

Privately Blairites concede 
that Millbank was too closely as- 
sociated with the moderate 
group. ‘‘Last year was not a suc- 
cess and we have no desire to re- 
peat it," one party source said. 
Tngtpjiri, Mr Blair’s supporters 
are adopting a “softly softly” 
strategy, in which they hope to 


oust or one two of the four left- 
wingers elected last year. 

They are pinning their hopes 
on Lord Sawyer; who retired as 
Labour's general secretary last 
October He is well liked al- 
though feft-wingas accused him 
of attacking their can didates 
last year Another Blairite hope 
isDefyth Morgan. 37, who is chief 
executive ctf the breast cancer re- 
search charity Breakthrough. 


She said yesterday that she was 
“ not standing on any slate" and 
that the party had “moved on" 
from its factional battles. 

Noraiiiations for the NEC 
poll closed yesterday and the 
contest has been brought for- 
ward from October to June - 
announcing the results during 
Labour’s annual conference 
led to damaging headlines for 
Mr Blair in the last two years. 

Mr Blair’s critics, who stood 
under the banner of the centre- 
left Grassroots Alliance last 
year, are running a slate again 
despite the loyalists’ U-turn. 
They hope to secure re-election 
for last year’s winners, includ- 
ing Liz Davies, who was banned 
from being a pariiamentaiy can- 
didate in 1997 because of her left- 
wing views, and Mark Seddon. 
editor of Tribune newspaper. 

Others hoping to keep their 
NEC seats are left-wingers 
Cathy Jamieson and Pete Wills- 
man and Blairites Michael 
Cashman and Diana Jeuda. 


Millennium baby 
attempts ‘risky’ 

HEALTH OFFICIALS have BY PAUL MCCANN 

warned couples not to fall for Media Editor 

“media hype” by trying to con- 
ceive tonight in an attempt to have babies when forecast, 
have the first baity of the new Tonight ITV is screening a pro- 
millennium- gramme with a guide to con- 

Tbnight is theoretically the ception and romantic films 
ideal night to conceive in order while ClasacFM has a night of 
to give birth on 1 January, “smooth classics”. 

Tabloid newspaper editors and A spokeswoman for the 

publicists such as Max CItf- British Pregnancy Advisory 
ford are already promising un- Service said: “The notion that 
told millions to the first baby of the nation is going to be bonk- 
the new year But consultants mg [tonight] in order to have a 
are worried that a surge in baby on a certain day is absurd, 
births could pose health risks Would-be parents want to con- 
because hospitals will be oper- ceive when it’s right for them.” 
aiing with few staff. . ■ In Norway workers were 

Chemists are reporting a given a morning off so they 
jump in the sales of pregnancy could use the time to produce 
tests and ovulation predictors, a millennium baby. Anton Dahl, 
Thit femgy planning experts the Mayor of Kautukain, said: 
are warnin g that the chances of “This is a Wgjoint effort for our 
timing a birth exactly were ^m. town and I expect everyone to 
Only five per cent of women do their best.” 


IN BRIEF 

Baker suspended over death note 

A BAKERY WORKER was suspended yesterday after a 
death threat was found in a loaf of bread sold at Marks & 
Spencer The note - which warned: “If you eat this bread 
you mil die a toxic death” - was discovered by a woman 
who bought the loaf in Guildford, Surrey on Monday. 

Pupils i saw porn in police station 1 

THE POLICE Complaints Authority is to investigate 
claims that two children, aged 12, saw a pomograpliic 
video when they were taken to Fbrmby police station, 
Merseyside, after playing truant from school. They said 
the film was playing on TV when they were put in a room. 

Woman killed by poison wine 

AN INQUEST recorded a verdict of misadventure yester- 
day on Charlotte Common, 55, who died after drinking 
wine containing methyl alcohol in Egypt. A friend who 
drank it probably survived only because she added branch’, 
the Newcastle upon Tyne hearing was told. 

Rothschilds’ £25m looted art sale 

A MASSIVE collection of art, once stolen by the Nazis from 
the Rothschild family, is expected to fetch an estimated 
£25m when it goes under the hammer at Christie's in 
London. The collection includes a Frans Hals portrait 
worth £5m and a medieval Book of Hours, worth £3m 



0845 600 6767 

* 



• Three penalty free withdrawals 
allowed per calendar year. 3 


• Interest rate guaranteed to be no 
lower than the UK base rate until 
1 january 2000 and no less than 
1% below the UK base rate until 
1 January 2001/ 

• Minimum investment only £5,000. 

• This product is a limited issue. 


m 

NORTHERN ROCK 


save@ 


direct 


A division of Northern Rock plr 


Tic Annu 3 ' Edui.-afcrii c a |. i.i;, ■:* aruBMi* m<:- coxidCuM 'Jte ie>cJjong any Donus (merest wyab'fl at ii paid and compaunud on an annual oasis fiioosp a iiuwrat 

■' r i-rf-,1 ■ u .. l . |j. elKJiPIn rinnuipjyvc, rntt* i* (IO C«nalr> lor »iflKBjnrab Up tt J WflMrawoVlrijnefe'S 3JV atfjwwf «i 83C#1 CJlandar year Any further 

(,„»( rj,*, , , -r, not 11-1,1., . , L A .-.oiii'i 'i-aJcit rc+jnrs as ptv. oi m« r-wTnrtiea nturtawala/iignslen One srimorawai « alioaed par dav. B» UK base rare -a mean ihe Bonk pi 

l (•■.Un*. ciTtciai jcji.r..; 101- ,-ik i -l- ; iji- .1* .1 ■ v, a. t.Vmtr.ir. ?£*£-, £o«iu n.iree Usmniy uie oil r* 0 70 % onion annual rare Halts are ooneci ai M ■; SrS twi may ,ary. Minimum invcsurreni i 5 . 000 . 
MJxmumiMaing tun •jnnr.-m h:<- “'a. CkX V"Vf" arc*** subwet ana .amnir.eanon *111 m NqumM RiB written inm and andiuou »nr r>e slip ,tu erolicanon loun MM /3 

Save Direct. Northern Rock pit. Registered Office: Northern Rock House. Gosforth. Newcastle upon Tyne NE? 4PL 
www. norther nreck.Cv uv Assets eed CIS billion 










6 


MURDOCH BLOCKED 


the independent 

Saturday 10 April 1999 


‘Damage to 



the quality 


of football’ 


By Peter Thal Larsen 


THE MONOPOLIES and Merg- 
ers Commission's 254-page re- 
port - probably the most 
detailed study of the British 
football industry and its rela- 
tionship with television - has 
massive implications for the fu- 
ture ownership of football dubs. 

Although the report deals 
specifically only with British 
Sky Broadcasting’s (BSkyB) 
takeover of Manchester United, 
the MMC's findings appear to 
rule out any broadcaster buy- 
ing a Premier League football 
club in the future. 

The report seems also to set 
an important precedent by find- 
ing that the proposed takeover 
would have “damaged the qual- 
ity of British football" t»y further 
widening the gap between rich 
and poor clubs and giving 
BSkyB added influence over the 
Premier League, “leading to 
some decisions which did not 
reflect the long-term interests 
of football". 

In its £our-and-a-half month 
investigation, the MMC consid- 
ered a huge number of sub- 
missions from supporters' 
organisations, football clubs, 
rival media groups and industry 
regulators. The submissions, 
which were overwhelmingly 
hostile, attacked the deal with a 
large variety of arguments. 

However the MMC appears 
mainly to have looked at one 
key issue: whether BSkyB own- 
ing Manchester United would 
affect competition from other 
broadcasters in the battle for 
Premier League television 
rights, thereby reducing com- 
petition in the pay-television 
market as a whole. 

The report identifies BSkyB 
as the dominant pay-TV com- 
pany in the UK and ascribes its 


The Main 


POINTS 


■ The deal would bring 
together the only provider 
of premium sports 
channels in Britain and 
the strongest English 
football club. 


■ The merger would 
disadvantage other 
companies planning to bid 
for Premier League rights, 
thereby reducing 
competition in the wider 
pay-TV market. 


■ The merger would 
reinforce the trend 
towards inequality of 
wealth between clubs. 


■ The undertakings 
offered by BSkyB and 
Manchester United did 
not address the MMC's 
concerns or were deemed 
unworkable. 


■ As a result. Che MMC 
recommended that the 
deal should be blocked. 


success, by large, to its control 
of Premier League television 
rights. It also describes Man- 
chester United as the dominant 
club “by any measure". At the 
same time, however, the MMC 
appears to take an unusually 
suspicious view of the two com- 
panies and the undertakings 
that they offered in an attempt 
to help dear the deaL 
In response to almost all 
the promises offered by BSkyB 
and Manchester United, tee 
MMC's response is teat it, ef- 
fectively, does not believe they 


will be kept In drawing up its 
report, tee MMC was ham- 
pered by uncertainty over the 
future of Premier League tele- 
vision rights. 

The Premier League, which 
negotiates the television deal on 
behalf of its members, is fight- 
ing a court case against the Of- 
fice of Fair Trading, which 
argues that the league is be- 
having as a cartel. 

If tee OFT wins the case, the 
market for television rights will 
be blown open. 

As a result, the MMC looked 
at four scenarios. It consid- 
ered the impact of tee 
BSkyB/Manchester United 
takeover if the Premier League 
both won and lost its case. It 
also looked at bote those sce- 
narios if tee takeover was fol- 
lowed by a wave of similar 
mergers between broadcasters 
and football dubs. 

In all of those cases, tee 
MMC concluded that the merg- 
er would improve BSkyB's 
chances of securing Premier 
League rights in the future. “We 
would expect this further to re- 
strict entry into the sports pre- 
mium channel market by new 
channel providers, causing tee 
prices of BSkyB's sports chan- 
nel to be higher; and choice and 
innovation less, than they oth- 
erwise would be." 

One of the main concerns 
voiced to tee MMC was that 
Manchester United would be 
able to tip off BSkyB about 
bids from rival broadcasters. In 
an attempt to ease these fears, 
tee dub offered to withdraw 
from tee negotiations - and not 
to use its vote when the decision 
is being made. 

However this ted not con- 
vince the MMC. “We do not be- 
lieve that under takings could 
ever prevent informal flows of 



Stephen Byers, the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry, holding the MMC report opposing the takeover of Man Utd Tom Craig 


information in an organisation 
like the Premier League." it 
concludes. The MMC also 
doubted that constructing a 
“Chinese wall" between the 
two companies would work. 

The MMC also gives short 
shrift to tee argument that 
ownership of football dubs by 
media groups is well estab- 
lished elsewhere. For example, 
AC Milan is owned by the Ital- 
ian media mogul. Silvio Berlus- 
coni, while Canal Plus, tee 
French pay-TV broadcaster, 
owns Paris Saint Germain. 


However, the MMC dedded 
that the different structure of 
football, and of broadcasting, in 
Italy and France made the 
comparison meaningless. 

While the report is domi- 
nated by the discussion of the 
market for football rights and 
tee pay-TV market as a whole, 
the MMC also tackles the issue 
of football in general. 

In particular, tee MMC de- 
rides tee merger would give 
BSkyB more power in its deal- 
ings with tee Premier League, 
especially in changing tee tim- 


ing of matches to suit its tele- 
vision schedule. The MMC 
finds that tee takeover will also 
“reinforce tee trend towards 
greater inequality of wealth 
between dubs, weakening tee 
smaller ones. 

“On both counts, tee merg- 
er may be expected to have the 
adverse effect that the quality 
of English football would be 
damaged," tee MMC writes. 

It added that there was no 
undertakings BSkyB could 
offer which would prevent this 
from happening. “Effective 


remedies would involve a high 
degree of intervention by the 
Government in the adminis- 
tration of football," it argues. 

Interestingly, the MMC adds 
that the trend towards in- 
equality would be made even 
worse if the takeover led to a 
wave of similar mergers be- 
tween other clubs and broad- 
casting groups - a view teat 
could help to scupper NTL’s 
proposed acquisition of New- 
castle United, which was re- 
ferred to the MMC yesterday. 

In conclusion, tee MMC de- 


livered its verdict on tee merg- 
er in such a way that left 
Stephen Byers, the Secretary of 
State for Trade and Industry 
with very little option but lo 
block the deaL 
Mr Byers said: “The adverse 
effects of tee merger... appear 
to us to be very serious. As it is •!, 
our view that no undertakings: - 
would remove these adverse ef- . 
fects, we conclude that pro- > 
hibiting tee merger is bote an It 
appropriate and a proportion- * 
ate remedy, and we recam- - 
mend it accordingly.” 


Byers a moderniser determined to make his mark 



STEPHEN BYERS set himself 
an ambitious target as Secre- 
tary of State for Trade and In- 
dustry - to be more Blairite 
than Tony Blair. 

Describing himself as an 
“outrider'" for Blairism. he 
grabbed headlines by pro- 
nouncing tee latest New Labour 
mantra; “The reality now is that 
wealth creation is more impor- 
tant than wealth redistribution" 

Mr Byers' speech to a City au- 


BY ANDREW GRICE 
Political Editor 


dience upset traditionalist 
Labour MPs. Some ministerial 
colleagues saw it as an attempt 
to escape the shadow of Peter 
Mandelson. Mr Byers succeed- 
ed him at the Department of 
Trade and Industry when here- 
signed last December after the 
disclosure of his £373,000 loan 
from Geoffrey Robinson 


Although Mr Mandelson 
loved tee DTL the one decision 
he would have not minded 
avoiding was tee hot potato that 
landed in his lap when BSkyB 
launched its bid for Manches- 
ter United. 

Indeed, Mr Byers faced the 
most difficult decision of his po- 
litical life when he left for his 
Easter break armed with the 
Monopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission report on tee takeover 


But it was much easier than he 
had expected: tee strong rec- 
ommendation against the deal 
left him with little option “It was 
veiy clear cut; he didn’t have 
any choice but to go along with 
it," said one colleague last night 
Nonetheless, Mr Byers' de- 
cision to block the merger may 
increase his standing among 
Labour MPs, many of whom 
were hostile to the takeover 
Mr Byers, who wiD be 46 next 


week, is seen as a possible fu- 
ture Labour leader. He and 
Alan Milbum, who succeeded 
him as Chief Treasury Secre- 
tary when he moved to the 
DTL are regarded by some as 
the “Blair and Brown" of the 
MPS who entered Parliament in 
1992. They shared a Commons 
office, like Mr Blair and Mr 
Brown eight years earlier and 
are friends who may become 
leadership rivals. 


Mr Byers, who won promo- 
tion to the Cabinet five months 
before Mr Mifourn, is perceived 
as being just ahead of his ally 
in tee future leadership stakes. 
“He has tee intellect and tee 
steel; he is the more substan- 
tial figure, " said one Blair ally. 

He became MP for Wallsend 
in 1992, and made his mark as a 
leading moderniser before the 
1997 election, when he told jour- 
nalists over dinner in a Blackpool 


restaurant that Labour should 
break its historic links with the 
trade unions. His words found 
their way on to the frontpages 
and a huge row broke out in the 
middle of the con fe r e nce of the 
Trades Union Congress. 

But Mr Byers refused to 
baric down - for fear of sending 
voters a signal Labour would be 
“soft" on the unions - and Mr 
Blair was said to be impressed 
by bis coolness underfire. 


He is a pro-European and a 
supporter of Britain joining the 
single curreiKy. He is stifl in the 
process of winning his spurs 
with British businessmen, 
many of whom were sad to see 
Mr Mandelson depart the 
stage, partly because of his 
dose links to Mr Blair But al- 
lies of Mr Byers are in no doubt 
be is up to tee task, and that he 
will soon stamp his own au- 
thority on tee DTL 
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MURDOCH BLOCKED 


Severe setback for media empire 
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RUPERT MURDOCHS global 
apthtdons received a rude 
shock yesterday when the 
Government stopped him get- 
ting his own way in Britain for 
the first time since 1969. 

the rejection of his bid for 
Manchester United is the latest 
in a series of setbacks for the 
? . Anstffllian-American’s media 
empire. As well as blowing a 
hdeinhisstrategy to dominate 
the fixture of British football, it 
in^seve^damagehispre- 
senlmoMprfy of British pay*TV 
At a time when he is invest- 
ing heavily in launching a dig- 
ital television service, he finds 
his British football monopoly 
threatened and his chances of 
bmUmg his business in Europe 
undermined. It is the biggest re- 
versal for the billionaire’s com- 
pany since he was almost 
bankrupted by debts in the 
earty Nineties. 

One reason for buying Man- 
chester United was as a hedge 
against losing the exclusive 
television rights to the Pre- 
mier League. The threat to 
the contract comes from the 
Restrictive Practices Court, 

. which is currently hearing a 
grease brought by the Office of 
VPbir Trading against the Pre- 
mier League. 

The OFT contends that the 
league acts as a cartel when it 
sells exclusive television ri$its 
for all the top English dote. 

The court’s decision will be 
known in the summer and if it 
tears up BSkyB’s deal with the 
Premier League, there wiH be 
a free-for-all as teams sell 
rights to their games to indi- 
vidual broadcasters, under- 
mining his Sky Sports channels. 

The setback comes after a 
series of rebuffs for Mr Mur- 
doch in his attempt to break into 


by Paul McCann 

AND ANDREW GRICE 

the lucrative continental mar- 
ket for pay-TV Proposals to 
merge BSkyB with Canal Plus 
of France were recently re- 
jected out of band. Pierre Les- 
cure, head of Canal Plus, was 
quoted as saying that there 
was a time when he was a lit- 
tle afraid of Mr Murdoch. “We 
are no longer afraid. We are at 
least his equal now." Attempts 
to break into the Italian and 
German pay-TV markets have 
been similarly rebuffed. 

Seasoned City observers 
said last night the unequivocal 
nature of the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission’s find- 
ings against BSkyB, as well as 
its exceptionally hostile tone, 
were virtually unprecedented. 
Extreme scepticism is ex- 
pressed throughout the report, 
and on a number of occasions 
the MMC states that it doesn’t 
believe or trust Sky’s under- 
takings or statements. 

One investment banker said: 
“The regulators have come 
down on him like a ton of bricks. 
This doesn't bode well for his 
ambitions, either in Britain or 
beyond. The MMC seems to be 
saying he is a monopolist who 
must be curbed.” 

Even if the Restrictive Prac- 
tices Court allows the Pre- 
miership to continue selling 
television rights on the existing 
baas, BSkyB’s contract with the 
League ends in 2001. 

After 2001 big revenues from 
pay-per-view football may tempt 
some dubs to set up their own 
television channels to screen 
games and cut out hroadcasters 
such as BSkyB. Mr Murdoch 
needed Manchester United to 
secure the biggest draw in the 


pay-per-view market. The other 
threatening scenario after 2001 
would be if the Premier League 
itself set up a television chan- 
nel to sell games to cable, satel- 
lite and digital broadcasters. 

The decision will also have 
an impact on Mr Murdoch's 
plans outside the UK. Owner- 
ship of Manchester United 
would have given him a say in 
the shape of any future Euro- 
pean super league - and in who 
wins its television rights. 

This is the first regulatory re- 
verse for Mr Murdoch in the UK 
since he tried to become chief 
executive of London Weekend 
Television in the late Sixties, 
and it may have an impact on 
his dose links with Tbny Blair. 

Many Labour MFs opposed 
the deal and feared the Gov- 
ernment would try to find a way 
to wave it through. 

The special Blair-Murdoch 
relationship was sealed on the 
first night of the 1997 general 
election campaign, when Stuart 
Higgins, editor of The Sun at 
the time, telephoned the Prime 
Minister's press secretary to 
tell him the Murdoch-owned 
paper was to declare its support 
for Mr Blair on the next day’s 
front page. 

The contrast with the previ- 
ous election could not have 
been greater. On polling day in 
1992, The Sun's front page, 
showing Neil Kirin ock’s head 
superimposed on a lightbulb, 
said: “If Kinnock wins today, will 
the last person to leave Britain 
please turn out the lights.” 

Mr Blair adopted a very dif- 
ferent strategy with Mr Mur- 
doch from his predecessors, 
epitomised when he fiew to 
Hayman Island off Australia to 
address Mr Murdoch's editors 
and executives at his News 



Rupert Murdoch (centre) watching his Los Angeles Dodgers baseball team in the United States 


Corp’s annual brain-storming 
session. 

What if anything did Mr 
Murdoch get in return for sup- 
porting Mr Blair? Perhaps the 
two things that mattered most 
to him. First, Labour dropped 
its previous plans fora tougher 
regime on cross-media owner- 
ship, which would have forced 
him to sell some of his news- 
papers to keep BSkyB. 


Second, the Blair govern- 
ment rejected demands in Par- 
liament to stop "predatory 
pricing" by newspapers, a tac- 
tic pioneered by The Times. 
owned by Mr Murdoch's News 
International. However there is 
growing concern within News 
Corp that this concession may 
now be in jeopardy. John 
Bridgeman, director-general of 
fair trading, is due to decide 


shortly whether to refer the 
matter to the Competition 
Commission. 

Mr Blair has also helped 
Labour’s old adversary by 
watering down trade union 
recognition rights, after fierce 
lobbying by News Inter- 
national, and" by supporting Mr 
Murdoch's hopes to expand 
into Italian television during a 
phone call with Romano Prodi. 


who was Italian prime minister 
at the time. 

Although Mr Murdoch will 
not be happy about the Gov- 
ernment's decision to block 
BSkyB’s bid for Manchester 
United, some aides do not be- 
lieve he will regard it as a 
“make or break” issue. Others 
take a different view. One said: 
“Blair will be punished for this.” 

Ministers, naturally, hope oth- 


John Soo HoolAP 


erwise. "We don’t think he will go 
to the stake over this,” a 
government source said last 
night. 

There is little enthusiasm in 
Mr Murdoch's group for William 
Hague, despite the Tbiy leader’s 
opposition to the single curren- 
cy. Mr Murdoch, who likes back- 
ing winners, may calculate that 
it is in his best business inter- 
ests to stick with Mr Blair 



Fans hail decision as a great victory for the game 


‘United is what matters’ 


THE BLOCKING of the deal with 
Rupert Murdoch's BSkyB was 
hailed by fans last night as a 
“victory for football”. 

Andy Walsh, chairman of 
the Independent Manchester 
United Supporters' Associa- 
tion tlmusa), said: “Back at the 
beginning of September when 
the takeover was made public, 
nobody gave us a snowball's 
chance in heD of blocking the 
bid. But, through a passionate 
belief in the need for United to 
remain independent we have 


BY LINUS GREGORIAPIS 

succeeded... our feeling is one 
of absolute euphoria." 

Independent shareholders 
were equally jubilant. Paul 
Richards, of the anti-Murdoch 
group, said: “Manchester Unit- 
ed’s fixture is pretty well as- 
sured as an independent 
company and an incredibly suc- 
cessful company... I think this 
has drawn a line in the sand. All 
those media conglomerates 
whoVe been planning to take 


over dubs will have to go back 
to the drawing board." 

Ray Eckersley. a member of 
Imusa and a shareholder called 
for Martin Edwards, the club's 
chief executive, to resign. “Tbr 
the way he has treated the fans 
purely for his own commercial in- 
terests. he has to go," he said 

Steve Briscoe; a tan, said: 
“It's not a soap brand - you 
can’t go and watch another 
team, like Liverpool It’s foot- 
ball and Manchester United is 
what matters." 


The dub issued a statement 
which read: "Although disap- 
pointed by this decision, the 
board is confident that Man- 
chester United wil] maintain its 
record of success." 

John Redwood, the Tory 
trade and industry spokesman, 
said the decision left unresolved 
questions. “The Government 
still owes the media industry aDd 
the sporting world an explana- 
tion about what it wants to hap- 
pen next Wfe need to know how 
dubs can profit from their valu- 


able media rights as they are an 
important source of money to 
develop the game. 

“We need to know if this 
means that the Government is 
to allow dubs to negotiate in- 
dividually with TV companies, 
and the media needs to know 
what kind of promotional links 
it can develop in the sporting 
world. This one-off decision is 
half-baked - it leaves everyone 
unsure of how sport and the 
media can develop together." 

David Chidgey. the Liberal 


Democrat trade and industry 
spokesman, said “This is a long- 
overdue signal from the MMC 
that News Internatianarspreda- 
tory ambitions must be curbed" 
Vic Wakeling, manag ing di- 
rector of Sky Sports, said on Sky 
News: “It is a hlow, I believe, to 
football because football dubs 
in this country are facing in- 
creasing competition from 
dubs in Europe, who are al- 
lowed partnerships of this 
type... Our clubs are now at a 
disadvantage in terms of Eu- 


ropean competition and secur- 
ing the best players for the Eng- 
lish game ” 

Mark Booth. BSkyB’s chief 
executive, said he felt the rul- 
ing set "an unfortunate prece- 
dent for other British dubs 
and companies”. 

Jeff Farmer; head of sports 
production for ITV, said “This 
helps to make sure there is a 
level playing field I am sure the 
next time the Premiership 
.rights are sold in 200 1, they will 
be sold on a broader platform." 
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certification irom anv regulator/ body. The value of trie Unit Trust can go down as well as up and may fall below the amount originally invested. Past 
performance cannot necessanly be tai-en as an indication of future performance. The Cash ISA flat rate is 5.07% and is variable. Interest calculated ciafy and 
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it’s so simple 


Our ISAs offer you straightforward cash saving and investment 
options. Whether you want the flexibility of a savings account with 
a competitive rate, a longer term investment with an award 
winning Unit Trust, or a combination of the two. our ISAs can meet 
your needs: 

• afl returns are tax efficient 

• easy access to your savings 

• advice by telephone 

• easy to add capital from a maturing TESSA 


it’s a great rate 


6 . 0 % 


AER/Tax free 

Our tax free Cash ISA offers great value: 

• guaranteed minimum 0.5% above base rate for first 2 tax years 

• open a Cash ISA with just £1 

• save up to £3,000 in the 1999/2000 tax year 


it’s looking to the long term 


If you’re looking for a tonga- term investment then consider our fax 
efficient Stocks and Shares ISA. 

• stan a Stocks and Shares ISA from £25 a month 

• save up to £7,000 in the 1999/2000 tax year 

• invest in the Midland Household Names Unit Trust - awarded 
Money Observer^ 'Best UK Equity Growth Fund’ in 1998. 


it’s a fair deal 


The Government introduced CAT standards to reassure you. 
These standards identify ISAs that are straightforward and 
represent good value. Our ISAs meet the CAT standard: 

C = fair Charges representing good value 
A = easy Access without penalties 
T = simple Terms 

for more advice, information or 
to apply for your ISA call free 

0800 24 24 24 

www.firstdirect.co.uk 


B or post to: First Direct, FREEPOST, Leeds LS98 2RF 

■ Mr-Mrs/Miss/ Ms or Tide Surname Forenames) 



UF Address 


ISABB965 


•A' 


Posicode □□□□□□□□ 


Telephone No 




- - >_ '* v 









8/HOME NEWS 


the independent 

Saturday 10 April 1999 


New leads on 



Lawrence out 


of TV show 


TWO WITNESSES came for- 
ward with potentially crucial in- 
formation about the Stephen 
Lawrence case after television 
interviews were broadcast with 
the five murder suspects, police 
sources said yesterday. 

An appeal for information, 
made after the interviews were 
screened on Thursday, prompt- 
ed a huge public response. 

John Grieve, Deputy Assis- 
tant Commissioner in charge of 
the Lawrence case, said: “Our 
switchboard lit up like the 
Spanish City [entertainment 
arcades] in Whitley Bay. 

“We have never seen any- 
thing like it, and out of it we got 
two more nuggets of gold” 

Police sources said he was 
referring to two witnesses who 
approached police after watch- 
ing the interviews of Neil 
Acourt Jamie Acourt, David 
Norris, Luke Knight and Gary 
Dobson. Mr Grieve said that the 
interviews, conducted by Mar- 
tin Bashir for the ETV current 
affairs programme Tonight 
With Treuor McDonald, had 
yielded one new line of inquiry 
to pursue. “It's one more piece 
of the jigsaw puzzle. It's not a 
crucial piece of evidence." 

Hie new line is thought to be 


By Kathy Marks 


the disclosure by Norris that he 
was at his girlfriend’s house in 
Eltham, south-east London, on 
the night Stephen was mur- 
dered by a racist gang in April 
1993. Norris had previously 
said he could not recall his 
whereabouts; the revelation 
places him half a mile from the 
murder scene. 

Norris and Jamie Acourt 
have never stood trial for the 
killing and could thus, theoret- 
ically, still face prosecution. 
The other three were acquitted 
at the Old Baity in 1996 after 
the Lawrence family mounted 
a private prosecution. 

Mr Grieve, who heads the 
Metropolitan Bailee’s specialist 
taskforce on racial and violent 
crime, told BBC Radio 4’s 
Today programme that infor- 
mation given to police now 
could still prove vital “Sixyears 
down the line we can do things 
with what is occurring at the 
moment, and we would like to 
hear from people who have di- 
rect knowledge, ’Tie said. 

“We know that conversa- 
tions are taking place, we know 
they continue to take place. Tell 
us what you know - trust us." 


He said the passage of time 
could sometimes be helpful to 
police. “Allegiances change. 
Girlfriends change, friends 
change, people change their be- 
haviour There are some inter- 
esting things to discover yet 
about the jigsaw puzzle that 
makes up Stephen's murder” 

Mr Grieve’s team, code- 
named Athena, comprises 15 
detectives at Scotland Yard 
and units based in north and 
south London. It has already 
achieved some high-profile re- 
sults, most notably in arresting 
three men for the murder of 
Michael Menson, the black mu- 
sician who died after being set 
ali gh t in north Londoa 

Mr Grieve is taking a fresh 
look at the evidence in the 
Lawrence case, gathered dur- 
ing three police investigations. 
Surveillance teams have also 
been deployed. 

Mr Grieve believes Knight 
and Dobson were probably not 
involved in tiie murder and his 
team is lookingat a number of 
new suspects. 

Asked whether he was hope- 
ful of achieving results, be said: 
“I wouldn’t be doing this job if 

I (tiritft think ft. p nsg^e tnhrfo g 

Stephen's killers to justice.” 
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For Sale signs flourish in Islington, north London, amid talk of a boom in bouse prices —but it is not good news for all 


IbroPilston . 


Spring boom in house prices 
‘is no cause for celebration’ 


rr MUST be spring. The sun is 
out; the tulips are in bloom; 
there are reports of the first 
cuckoo. And newspapers blos- 
som with headlines of an im- 
minent boom in house prices. 

The collapse in interest 
rales means mortgages are 
more affordable than for many 


by Steve Craws haw 


years. There is talk of London 
house prices rising by 30 to 40 
per cent within five years. 
Lenders are confident things 
are going in the right direction. 
Halffax talks of a “house-price 
rebound’' after months of stag- 
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choose from 3 picture formats mdmhng panoramic. 



ADVANCED PHOTO SYSTEM 
m^ClIIUll ZOOM COMPACT CAMERA 

• 24-48mm 2x zoom lens. • 3 zone programme auto-exposure. 

• Built-in flash with ‘red-eye’ reduction. 

• Date/time backprinting facility. 

Was £199.99. LOWEST EVER PRICE 
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nation, and others have been 
similarly upbeat 

Yet none of this makes much 
difference to the vast majority 
of house owners. Certainly, for 
a few, a price boom can be seen 
as unadulterated good news - 
especially those who least need 
the windfall. 

For those selling up and 
moving to a smaller property; 
an increase in house prices is 
like winning the lottery. And 
those who inherit property find 
themselves richer than they 
had dreamt oL 

For the rest the stoiy is less 
clean First, there is the ques- 
tion of whether the much- 
vaunted boom realty is on the 
way. This week’s Halifax house- 
price survey described a L2 per 
cent rise in March. The annu- 
al rate of house-price inflation 
is now 4.4 per cent Halifax and 
others expect house-price in- 
flation for 1999 of about 4 per 
cent - hardly dramatic. 

Even if house prices were to 
rocket as they (fid during the 
1980s - with rises of 25 per cent 
over a year in some areas of 


London and the South-east - 
there may be little reason for 
most people to cheer 

A first-time buyer will find 
the bottom rung of the ladder 
is High er off the ground. Even 
owner-occupiers who have 
made a tidy pile on their prop- 
erty find they are stretched if 
they try to move up a rung. 

Yolande Barnes, research di- 
rector at property consultants 
FPDSavills, says a price boom 
is no cause for celebration. 

Hie knock-on effect of a cut 
in interest rates is a renewal of 
the boom-bust cycle in the 
housing market, she says. “The 
only questions then will be: 
when will the boom stop, to 
what extent will prices have 
grown above sustainable levels 
and bow far wifi prices fafl in the 
ensuing slump?" 

Sue Reid of the Council of 
Mortgage Lenders says we 
should be interested in seeing 
only “modestly rising price 
rises”, if disaster is not to fol- 
low. Boom leads to a repetition 
of the negative-equity horror 
stories from the crash in the 


eariy 1990s, when those who ; 
bought at the top could sell only 
at a loss. 

Britain is singularly ob- • 
sessed with house prices as a ■ 
measure of our well-being. ; 
More than two-thirds of prop- 
erties in this country are 
owner-occupied, compared 
with 40 per cent in Germany. At 
the turn of the century. 90 per : 
cent of Britain's population lived 
in rented property The property 
boom started in 1945. 

Some say our house-buying 
habits may hamper the merg- • 
mg of interest rates with our 
continental neighbours. 

John MueUbauet; professor 
of economics at Nuffield Col- 
lege, Oxford, believes a surge 
in house prices is bad news. “I . 
think it could scupper our . 
chances of joining the Euro- , 
pean monetary union," he says*# ^ 

Perhaps that’s the poinfljP; 
The joyfiil talk of sky-high ' 
house prices is a secret plot by ; 
the Eurosceptics to ensure the 
pound stays sovereign fbreter- 
mty. What fiendish plan will they 
come up with next? 


How to get the best deal 


YOl r VE NEVER had it so good. 
To millions of UK mortgage bor- 
rowers. Harold Macmillan’s fa- 
mous assessment, first made in 
the Fifties, could ring equally 
true today. 

Not only are variable mort- 
gage rates, ranging between 6 
and 6.95 per cent at their low- 
est point for more than 30 years, 
the variety of home loans is 
greater than ever before. U is in- 
creasingly unnecessary for any 
borrower to opt for a tradition- 
al 25-year loan, involving regu- 
lar monthly payments. It is now 
possible to choose from a be- 
wildering range of up to 4,000 
home loan options, including 
capped, discounted and fixed 
mortgages - or hybrid products 
that offer a mixture of the ben- 
efits of each. 

Among the available d eals is 
a fixed mortgage from Bristol 


By NIC Cicutti 
P ersonal Finance Editor 


& West pegged at3.94 per cent 
for a year and thereafter vari- 
able. Hanley Economic Build- 
ing Society is offering a 
“capped” deal whereby rates 
are guaranteed not to rise 
above 4.95 per cent until Feb- 
ruary 2002. But if rates should 
fall, so will this mortgage. 

Perhaps the most signifi- 
cant change to the mortgage 
market in the past 18 months 
is the growing popularity of 
“flexible" mortgages. These 
are loans where it is possible to 
over-pay by as much as you 
want and borrow back what you 
have paid in. whenever you 
need it Everyone, from Al- 
liance & Leicester to Saffron 
Walden Building Society, has 
now got into the act 


Many flexible mortgage 
lenders have coupled their 
loans with a new way of calcu- 
lating the interest owed. Instead 
of crediting payments to a 
mortgage account once a year, 
they do so on a daily basis. 

Hie effect can be substantial 
both Halifax and Yorkshire 
Bank both charge a variable 
rate of 6.95 per cent on their 
loans. But Yorkshire's daily in- 
terest calculation means that a 
25-year mortgage would be 
paid off nine months earlier 
than Halifax’s, saving thou- 
sands in interest payments. £ 

A handful of lenders take this W‘ 
flexibility to its ultimate <x>n- 
dusioiL First Active, Virgin Di- 
rect and Kleiiiwort Baison offer 
“bank account mortgages". 
Where all financial t ransactio ns 
take place within the loan ac- 
count itself. 


Grosvenor Galieries 


Sotheby's London 




Sotheby's announces the opening of the 
Grosvenor Galleries, the European centre 
for selling: 

• Cameras 

• Clocks & Watches 

• Coins & Medals 

• Collectors' Motor Cars, Bicycles & Automobile 

• Costumes, Textiles & Accessories 

• Film & Rock Memorabilia 

• Jewels from £500 

• Posters 

• Postage Stamps & Postcards 

• Musical Instruments 

• Science & Technology 

• Sporting Memorabilia 

• Toys and Dolls 

• Wine 


Highlights of upcoming sales will be exhibited on 1 2 th 
9:00am to 4:30pm. Admission free. i 2 th- 14 th April, 


For further information on forthcoming auctions and c 0 ni„ 
opportunities, or for a free colour brochure, pl^N^ 293 S02 , 

SOTHEBY'S. 34-35 New Bond Street. London W1 A 2AA 
www.sothebys.com 
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Many a slip 
in a day at 
the bookies 


JTS 1.30pm and the man with 
the two suits is talking to 
himself. 

“Musm,” he says, “Mmmm- 
ttiwl Five to one. Right Less- 
see. Wensdy. Mm. Tree- 
tirty-five. Ah right Mmm.” He 
peers over half-moon specta- 
cles at the runners in Vbritshire 
this afternoon. “Christian Tfed,” 
he enunciates, “Ttojan Risk. 
Rum Baba ..." He could be list- 
ing the titles of future crime 
novels by Elmore Leonard. But 
he's not He is assessing the 
odds in the 4^35 Studley Royal 
Handicap in Ripon. 

He is an unusual racing 
man. His jacket is the top half 
of a blue worsted suit, his 
trousers the bottom half of a 
black linen one, with turn-ups. 
He wears white socks and 
immaculate moccasins, and 
sports a Havanan seducer’s 
moustache. He peers at the 
pinned-up newspapers again, 
makes notes on a blank betting 
slip, chats to himself more ur- 
gently (“Ya gotta ... Yagotta . .. 
Yagotta mek ya mooove ...") 
add rarely sits stQL He will be- 
have like this all afternoon. 

We’re in a Ladbrokes bet- 
ting shop in Herne Hill, south 
London, waiting fin* the racing 
to start There are 18 of us. 10 
Jamaicans, a few Irishmen, 
and a few elderly English pun- 
ters. This is my local bookies, 
though I’m hardly a regular 
I’ve been in here twice in the 
past three years, once to stick 
a pony on the 1997 Grand Na- 
tional (with awesome clair- 
voyance, 1 plumped for Go 
Ballistic, the 7/1 favourite; it did 
not finish), and once last Jan- 
, yary; to stick a tenner cm Carol 
■Ann Duffy to win the poet lau- 
reate job (a race still unfinished 
after three months). 

Tbday, however several mil- 
lion racetrack tyros like me will 
turn into gamblers. Middle- 
class finance directors in 
King’s Lynn and Leatherhead, 


NOTEBOOK 



John Walsh 

blissfully ignorant of tick-tack 
men and form books, will put 
£100 on Suny Bay (which came 
second in *97 and ‘98i hoping to 
collect £1,400, less tax, by tea- 
time. 

Stern Derbyshire head- 
mistresses and purse-lipped 
Newport traffic wardens will 
risk £5 on Fiddling the Facts, 
Nicky Henderson's much- 
fended 10-1 mare. Tfearful sen- 
timentalists will back Nahthen 
Lad, hoping to see Jenny Pit- 
man, the retiring Queen of 
Ain tree, in the winners' en- 
dosure for the last time. 

But what about the gam- 
blers who do it ail the time? 
What is it tike to spend your life 
in this hinterland of dodgy 
luck and flawed systems? 

From Coker in the Billy 
Bunter stories to the late Jef- 
frey Bernard, racing men have 
always been a byword Cm- rack- 
ety living. 

The former sport of kings 
turned long ago into the be- 
gullement of scoundrels. Dam- 
on Runyon’s crap-shooters and 
Broadway tipsters spent their 
lives mentally c on verting life 
into "a possible twelve-to- 
severf ; they knew the value of 
nothin g, and the starting-price 
of everything. 

I grew up understanding 
that bookmakers were weasel- 
feced criminals in flat caps, or 
florid Edwardian mashers in 
yellow Tattersan checks, who 


licked their thumbs while 
counting off betting slips. Fly 
or flamboyant, they were a lot 
of bad eggs. 

And their premises were 
nasty. When off-course betting 
shops were licensed in 1961, ab- 
surd stipulations were made; 
their windows must be dark- 
ened or obscured so that no- 
body could see in, no publicity 
“enticements” were allowed, 
people were supposed just to 
place their bets and leave. But 
this place is trim and modern, 
colour co-ordinated in red, 
blue and grey. 

Through the windows, mod- 
ern passers-by can scrutinise 
a scene as inoffensive as a 
creche. Four metal desks with 
chrome doubie-pews give the 
seated gamblers the look of a 
rowdy class in a remedial 
school. There are dispensers 
of hot coffee and cold Lilt- But 
all the attention in the room is 
focused on the thirteen televi- 
sion monitors. (Thirteen tele- 
visions? Are they asking for 
trouble?* 

2pm. An Irish guy on crutch- 
es is fumigating the shop 
single-handed. Blue smoke 
curls through the bars of sun- 
light A Tom Waits song starts 
up in my head. I put a tenner 
on Eng's Boy, as recom- 
mended by Hyperion in The In- 
dependent. That familiar 
Peter-O’Sullevan-style drone of 
controlled excitement has 
some of us on our feet Eng’s 
Boy pips Cezanne at the post. 
1 go “Yessss” and bunch my 
fists like Boris Becker The 
other punters regard me with 
disdain. (Expressions of victory 
are in poor taste, apparently.) 
I collect my winnings. Ten 
quid at 9/4-on, that's a profit of, 
lets see, £3.14 ... 

While waiting to see if 
Northern Starlight turns my 
next £10 into £70 (as recom- 
mended by Nick Ftom Racing 

Post), I notice the dress rode 



Punters preparing to place bets in a William Hill betting shop; milli ons will be gambling on the Grand National today David ModelL'PG 


in here. The English are in- 
variably elderly, washed-up, 
retired, brilliantined and soft- 
shoed, and mostly wear flat 
caps and macintoshes. The 
blacks are younger, and wear 
leather jackets, Nike baseball 
caps and dark trainers. There 
are behaviour codes too. 
Everyone moves about con- 
stantly, as though playing mu- 
sical chairs. Losers no longer 
contemptuously tear up their 
betting slips. The correct form 
is to screw’ them into tiny cylin- 
ders and flick them on to the 
carpet 

“And it's Monnaie Forte on 
the inside now, from Northern 
Starlight, as they head down to- 
wards the second fence...” 
drones the television, irre- 
sistibly. But the favourite. Wise 
Eng, comes from nowhere 
and beats Northern Starlight 
by two lengths. 

“Thu won't lose a lot” ad- 
vises Bernard, a retired baker 


from Kilkenny, “if you bet on 
the second favourite." Well, 
thanks a lot “Third favourite," 
says Joseph, from Coventry by 
way of Jamaica, a cleaner at 
Camberwell College, “an* 
never go below 6/4 odds. Just 
ain't worth it”. 

“We've regulars who come 
in here every day,” said Emma 
Yearsley. 33. manager of this 
branch, a no-nonsense lady 
from Catford with a Dusty 
Springfield poodle-cut and a 
“Little Angel" charm necklace. 

“Invariably men," she said, 
“mostly older than younger 
more blacks than whites. Some 
of them put on a bet in the 
morning and pop back through 
the afternoon to see how it's 
gone. Some just sit here all day 
and watch the screens, as if 
they've nothing better to do. 
They see this as a meeting 
place.’ 

She is looking forward to 
Grand National day. Last year 


they took more than £10,000 in 
this shop, on L509-plus bets, an 
average stake of £6.15. That’s 
London for you. The national 
average bet is about £2.50. 
Ladbrokes' l.900-odd shops 
across the UK will have £70m 
of bets flooding through their 
doors by 3.45 pm. 

“There’ll be lots of ladies in 
on Saturday." says Emma. 
“The place will be crammed. 
We’U have someone walking 
the floor to help out the ones 
who aren't used to gambling." 
She herself won’t indulge. “I 
don’t like the National. I think 
it's cruel to the horses. I can’t 
stand s eeing them hurt When- 
ever I see one fell. I think , 'Oh, 
get up, get up’..." 

Two hours later I’ve won £8 
on Galant Moss, which romped 
home in the 3.05, but lost £10 
on the next two races. And Fve 
met a real operator a white- 
haired Australian vet called 
Michael who pops in here “four 


or five times a week”, and 
keeps in touch, via a mobile 
phone, with an associate at the 
Ascot track. He annotates his 
Racing Post, and works out ab- 
struse sums in the margin. 
Even when talking, he doodles 
abacus shapes on a betting slip. 
He lays “about five bets a 
day”, each of £100. What’s the 
most he’s ever won? “I got 
£10,000 once, ona five-horse ac- 
cumulator” he said noncha- 
lantly. “It's ectually quite easy 
to get from five quid to five 
thousand if you've got luck 
with you.” 

By 5pm, things are getting 
more vocaL The Jamaicans are 
shouting antiphonally to each 
other across the shop. “Gah, 
blood,” rails out one. “Waste o' 
time." The man with two suits 
is still saying “Gotta mek ya 
mooove” to himself. 

A dark Cockney skinhead 
watches his horse take a dive 
at the penultimate fence. “I 


don't believe this." he yells, 
hurls his cigarette to the floor 
and jumps on it. twice, like 
Struwwelpeter. He glares at 
the rest of us and stamps ouL 
We aren't impressed. 

The carpet is thick with 
crushed Benson & Hedges 
cartons and a snowdrift of pink 
slips. Outside the late sun 
glints on buses passing Brock- 
well Park. Skip’nTime has won 
the 5pm Hunters' Chase and I 
collect my third winnings, a 
cool £23. Over six races. Fve bet 
£50, lost £20 and gained £24. 
After four hours of sweat and 
nicotine, conflicting advice and 
bad vibes, you end up with £4 
profit 

“You were lucky,” said 
Michael from Oz. “In the long 
run, you make two-thirds of 
your outlay. Excluding tax.” 

Bit of a mug’s game isn't it 
Michael? 

“Yhp.” says Michael and 
goes back to his Racing Post. 
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The Alliance & Leicester Flexible Mortgage puts you in control of your repayments. When things are going well, 
you have the option to increase your payments, which allows you to pay back the mortgage sooner and save 
money on interest too. And once you've built up a credit, you can choose to underpay, or even take a payment 
holiday if things get tight. It's all part of Alliance St Leicester's commitment to simplifying your financial life. 
If you'd like things explained to you in a straightforward, easy to understand way, just visit one of our 

branches, or call Alliance & Leicester MortgageDirect on 0845 303 3000 quoting reference 
MPA123 (8am -10pm 7 days a week, including Bank Holidays. _ 

Local call rates apply). 
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ALONE, EXHAUSTED 
AND TERRIFIED. 

As ihe crisis in Kosovo goes on, tbe sufTeTing of ihe refugees 
fleeing the conflict conrinues. 

Children are becoming separated from their families, not 
knowing where they’ll end up, their parents not even knowing 
if they’re alive. 

The children arc suffering the harshest consequences of a v 

conflict they know little abouL Many have little more than the 
clothes that they are wearing to protect them from the cold. 

They are terrified, exhausted and hungry. We must do all we 
can to help them. 

UNICEF is there delivering uigemly needed aid to these children. 
But with disease beginning to spread and supplies running low. 
we must act fast to provide more: 

■ Emergency medical supplies to be illstribtited by our mobile 
medical teams - Including vaccines, antibiotics, and Oral 
Rebydradon Salts to prevent dehydration. 

■ Blankets to protect the children Tram the cold. 

■ Water pnriflcation tablets to prevent the spread of 
water-borne disease. 

■ Basic hygiene kits including soap and nappies. 

We cannot even begin lo imagine whai the children of Kosovo and 
their families must be feeling right now. .Ml we know is tha; they 
desperately need our help to survive. 

Please send a gift, however large or small to irNTCEF and help 
save the lives of Kosovo's refugee children. 

Call onr donation hotline now on 0345 312 312 or fill in 
tfaecoaponbelow.Thaiikyoii. umcef. freepost. • 

OxUiistMCKCSBR 


Please make your cheque/postal order payable to UNICEF 

□ £25 [I]£50ll]£75 □ £100 Iprefcrtogocfi L - Z3 


Orpleawdcbu my Swicht)eha/MasiciCaid'V1sa, , .\mGvDinettClub.C.^r card 

taucNiv 


Valid front. 




Belt. i .*■ /J 


EtpiryDntc. 
Name. 
Address. 


.Signature. 


. Postcode, 


Mease pus dus coupon, with your gift to: LINICFF. Room INTO. FREE POST. 
Chelmsford CM2 8BR. THANK YOU YepeoaH' hn»- •« iir>i: 

tfcNIM^»llw pnZHiS F »* iH»»TfctYW an l llllH T»tYadifcllialhBYD 
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Cockle wars 











mm 


on beaches 


DEEP IN Dylan Thomas coun- 
try ,k no good boyo" is increas- 
ingly turning to the shoreline 
to earn his beer money. The 
prospect of making a few bob 
on the side by illegally raiding 
the cockle beds has stirred 
him from his legendary inertia. 

Organised gangs of ne'er 
do wells from Llanelli and 
Laugharne are plundering the 
molluscs under the very noses 
of fishery protection officers. 
The officials are spat at and 
threatened with violence for at- 
tempting to protecl the harvest 

The cockle rustlers, who 
are attempting to muscle in on 
the industry, operate under 
cover of darkness. They are 
equipped with sieves, rakes 
and stolen four-wheel -drive ve- 
hicles for making off with the 
booty. Lookouts warn the 
poachers of the presence of in- 
spectors by mobile phone, fist 
fights often erupt between rival 
gangs as they compete for the 
most toothsome specimens. 

The activities are becoming 
an increasing headache for 
the South Wales Sea Fisheries 


BY BARRIE CLEMENT 


Committee, which admits that 
the rustlers are slippery cus- 
tomers. Inspectors have 
nowhere to hide in the vast 
wastes of muddy sand exposed 
by the retreating tide. So they 
have taken to using night- 
sights and state-of-the-art 
telescopes, which can pick out 
a face at three miles. A record 
56 poachers were prosecuted 
last year; but the committee 
concedes that it has insufficient 
staff to police the problem 
properly. Miscreants are nor- 
mally fined a tew hundred 
pounds, compared with a max- 
imum £5,000. 

A quaint local problem it 
mi ght be, but it can turn nasty. 
In the great cockle war of ’93 
platoons of Deesiders de- 
scended on unlicensed beds 
near Laugharne because of a 
shortage in their area. Locals, 
who have no exclusive rights to 
the harvest in that area, set 
about the invaders with base- 
ball bats. One merchant was 
threatened with a shotgun for 


daring to buy the contraband. 
Since then there have been 
skirmishes between locals and 
the “foreigners" from North 
Wales, although one police of- 
ficer in Llanelli looked on the 
bright side: “When they’re out 
stealing cockles, they are not 
breaking into people's homes. 
The greater the value of cock- 
les, the more they go poaching 
and the lower the crime rate in 
town.” 

The price of cockles reached 
a record £85 a hundredweight 
towards the end of last year; but 
has since slipped to £10. Nev- 
ertheless the cockleshell cow- 
boys of South West Wales are 
often out in force. “They 
seemed to get a taste for it last 
year when the prices were 
high,” according to an official 
at the fisheries committee. 

It is a risky business. A thor- 
ough knowledge of tides is nec- 
essary and so is the position of 
deep gutters, which can’t be 
seen in the dark. The quicksand 
is also best avoided, says Byron 
Preston of PBndawdd Shellfish, 
a co-operative formed by 11 
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families in the area. The rem- 
nants of a recent night can be 
seen off Llanelli in the shape of 
a four-wheel-drive vehicle that 
got stuck and has stayed there 
ever since, disappearing from 
view when the tide is in. A mi- 
nority of the raiders are fami- 
lies who bring their children 
along to gather what locals 
believe are the juiciest, meati- 
est cockles in the world. 

While the rustlers get much 


of the bad publicity, locals point 
out that licence holders who 
fish in the Burry InJet are not 
above turning a dishonest 
cockle. In some instances they 
have even taken to ''launder- 
ing” the ill-gotten molluscs of 
the poachers by selling them on 
to merchants, said a 
spokesman for the fisheries 
inspectorate. 

Some official operators, 
such as Jeff Williams who has 


fished in the licensed Burry 
Inlet between Llanelli and Pen- 
da wdd for 38 years, have in- 
curred the wrath of the 
committee by exceeding the 
quota. Mr Williams was caught 
with more than the legal 500 
hundredweight per day and 
has been suspended from the 
beds for three months. 

Not that there is an insa- 
tiable appetite for the product 
locally. Mr Williams says that 
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the incr easing range of food 
available from all over the 
world means that South 
Walians are turning their noses 
up at cockles and lava bread, 
the dark green viscous mush 
made out of seaweed. 

Most of the output of Pen- 
clawdd Shellfish ends up in 
omelettes and fish stews on the 
plates of continentals. When 
they have a mind to, locals eat 
them doused in malt vinegar 


white pepper. 

What with the fluctuations in 
price, the depredations of cow- 
boys and the sporadic atten- 
tions of fishery inspectors, the 
industry is in something of a 
turmoil. “People from London 
will look at me gathering cock- 
les out in the estuary and say 
‘Look at that lucky bugger by 
there’," said Mr Williams, “but 
I tell you it’s no picnic.” ' 


- 

. )mni) bi< 

i mage is 
; five and 


Chipperfield 
fined but can 


keep animals 


by Clare Garner 


THE CIRCUS trainer Mary 
Chipperfield was pelted with 
eggs, rotten fruit and abuse yes- 
terday as she left court after 


being fined £7,500 plus £12^40 
costs for cruelty to Trudy, the 


baby chimpanzee. 

Two hundred protesters 


chanted “Bloody Mary, 
Scum,” “Bitch,” and ‘‘Animal 


hater”. More than 60 police of 
Beers escorted Chipperfield 
and her husband, Roger Caw 
ley. who had been fined £1,' 
for cruelty to a sick elephant 
The couple were driven 
away by officers, some demon- 
strators hying to lie down in 
front of the vehicle or hurl 
themselves on the bonnet. 

“The monkey wifi stay with 
its new owners," she had said 
in a statement through her so- 
licitor at Aldershot magistrates' 
court Hampshire. “They can 
keep the monkey." 

Animal rights campaigners 
welcomed the news that Trudy 
would stay at Monkey World, a 
primate sanctuary in Dorset 
but called the fine paltry. 

“This kind of punishment 
doesn't fit the crime,” said Jan 
Creamer; director of Animal 
Defenders, the group that used 
hidden cameras to expose how 
Chipperfield beat Thidy with a 
riding crop at her training quar- 
ters in Middle Wallop. 

"The magistrate had the 
power to remove their licence 
and he hasn't done so. It makes 







Mary Chipperfield: Had to 
have police protection 


a mockery of everything that we 
have (tone. We are going to have • 
to go back to our own legal team 
to see what we can do about it" 
Chipperfield, 61, was found 
guilty on 12 counts of cruelty to •- 
l&-montb-old Trudy in January .. 
Her 64-year-old husband was 
convicted of whipping the sick 
elephant round a circus ring. 

Jim Cronin, the sanctuary di- 
rector, said yesterday: .“11 ‘ ; 

wasn't until this moment that fijti 
the Chipperfields accepted "T 
Trudy can stay at Monkey 
World. It is TVudy's third birth- 
day today and Alison [his wife] 
and I are absolutely delighted." 

Chipper-field's statement ex- 
pressed remorse, but said she 
would continue to be involved 
with the “welfare” of animals. 

“I wffl continue to care for all 
my animals in a humane way in 
the future," she said. 
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With effect from 
close of business 
8 April 1999 

The Royal Bank of Scotland 
Base Rate has 
been decreased 
from 5.50% to 

5.25% per annum. 
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eqistered Office 36 St. Andrew Square, Edinburgh EH2 2VB. 
Registered in Scotland No. 90312. 
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Glum lives begin 
with early birth 
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Blonde: Marilyn Monroe 

The Image that started it all. She may 
have more fun but the platinum blonde 
y-tair colouring automatically makes 
*-Jrople assume the person Is dumb 
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Natural blonde: Ulrika 
Jonsson 

Blondes who didn't revert to the dye 
bottle were seen as more popular than 
those with other hair colours 


Brunette: Jackie Kennedy 
Onassis 

This hair colour was seen as indicating 
a shy person while the fiery redhead 
stereotype appears no longer to exist 


CHILDREN WHO are born pre- 
maturely are less likely to grow 
up happy and may have social 
problems in later life, accord- 
ing to new research. 

Dr Elizabeth Hoy, of Queen's 
University, Belfast, told the 
British Psychological Society 
yesterday that toddlers born 
with very low birth weight were 
less likely to smile or laugh and 
were emotionally impaired 
when compared with other chil- 
dren. “These children spent 
more of their time showing no 
emotion at all. They were emo- 
tionally flat." she said 

Dr Hoy said that the emo- 
tional dampening was not 
caused by physical damage to 
the brain but by them being 
overloaded with stimuli in the 
early weeks of their lives. 
“Instead of being in the womb, 
where it is nice and quiet, they 
are thrust into the world very 
early, before they are able to 
cope. The Iiighly stimulating 


By Cherry Norton 
Health Correspondent 

world of the neo-natal care 
units is a world full of monitors, 
lights and procedures that 
prove painful," she said. 

Although nurses do their 
best to lessen the pain for 
infants in intensive care units, 
the children are normally dis- 
turbed every 20 minutes. 

Parents can help children 
who are bom prematurely by 
encouraging them to express 
themselves in their own time. 
“Parents are often anxious 
with premature children that 
they will not develop property. 
They try to compensate by 
stimulating the child and this 
can frighten and overload the 
children.” Dr Hoy told the 
society's conference in Bel- 
fast. She said some mothers 
were very good at listening 
patiently to children and push- 
ing them gently in the right 


direction, but that others tend- 
ed to overstimulate them in an 
attempt to elicit a reaction. “It 
is very difficult for parents - 
especially if they have previ- 
ously lost a child, possibty a 
twin - and they will want to 
compensate for the pain their 
child has undergone. 

“But over-compensation is 
not the answer. The parents 
need to learn to be patient and 
quiet and allow their children 
to display emotion when the 
time is right" 

The study was conducted 
on 52 toddlers who were con- 
ceived at about the same time. 
Those in the premature group 
were, on average, 21 months old 
and their social behaviour was 
compared with 1 8-month-olds 
who were born at the normal 
birth weight The premature ba- 
bies had an average birth 
weight of under 1kg (2lb 3oz>. 
All the mothers came from a 
s imilar social background and 


the number of other children in 
the house was taken into ac- 
count The researchers videoed 
the children playing and as- 
sessed the levels of sociability, 
smiling, laughter and activity. 

“The picture was one of less 
emotional intensity. The low 
birth weight children gave 
fewer, shorter smiles and 
laughs than the other chil- 
dren," said Dr Hoy 

Research conducted in the 
United States has shown that 
creating a calmer environ- 
ment in neo-natal intensive 
care improves the social 
behaviour of these premature 
babies. 

The study confirms previ- 
ous work conducted by Dr Hoy 
that showed that seven-year- 
olds thought their classmates 
who had been born prema- 
turely were sad and unhappy. 

Teachers also reported that 
these children were quieter 
and more withdrawn. 


Dumb blonde 

is still 
alive and well 



THE DUMB blonde image per- 
petuated by Marilyn Monroe is 
as alive today as it was in the 
1950s, accorffing to a new study 
Researchers have found that 
people make snap judgements 
about levels of intelligence, 
shyness and popularity based 
on a women’s hair colour. 

‘'Most people are unaware 
that they are reverting to 
stereotype, which is frightening 
if they are interviewing some- 
one or the meeting has an im- 
portant outcome," said Doctor 
Tfcffl Cassidy of the University 
of vSventry, who presented his 
findings atthe British Psycho- 
logical Society’s annual con- 
ference yesterday 

The research showed that 
platinum blondes were rated as - 
less mteDjgent, brunettes as 
more shy and natural blondes 
as more popular when cam- 
pared with other hair colours. 

In the sfudy. which involved 
120 men and women aged be- 
tween 20 and25, participants as- 
sessed four photographs of a 
21-year-old female model who 
was wearing a brown, red, nat- 
ural blonde or platinum wig. 


By Cherry Norton 


They rated each photograph on 
a seven-point scale for intelli- 
gence, shyness, aggressive- 
ness, temperament and 
popularity. 

Although the platinum 
blonde was rated as popular by 
both men and women she was 
seen as less intelligent partic- 
ularly by the men. “We have 
found that the dumb blonde 
stereotype is alive and well 
and is particularly extreme in 
men," said Dr Cassidy. 

The study found that there 
was no difference perceived in 
aggressiveness or tempera- 
ment for the four different hair 
colours and both sexes had 
the same prejudices about 
women’s hair colour. But red-, 
haired women were not rated 
as more temperamental than 
the other hah types, suggesting 
that the fiery redhead stereo- 
type no longer exists. 

“The popular natural Monde 
may be part of the generalisa- 
tion that is often portrayed in 
the media that blondes have 
more fun,” added Dr Cassidy. 
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Brain lag’ makes 
teenagers clumsy 


ADOLESCENT BOYS are clum- 
sy and awkward because their 
brains cannot keep up with 

But thfo eSter- 
rassing stage should last only 
a yean ■ 

Dr Dorothy Heffema n , of 
the University of Strathclyde, 
studied 55 boys aged 12 to 13 - 
when growth spurts normally 
occur. In the previous six 
months, 22 of them had grown 
rapidly - 5-9cm - and the oth- 
ers, 3cm. She tested the boys’ 
co-ordination using a reaching 
test; the boys had to estimate 
how far they could reach with 
a long pole with a weight at the 


by Cherry Norton 


end and then attempt to do it 
The boys in the rapid-growth 
group overestimated their abil- 
ity and were twice as likely to 
fall over than the other boys. 

“Ourpredlciionofhowfarwe 

can reach is based on an un- 
derstanding of the size and 
shapes of our bodies," Dr Hef- 
fernan told the British Psy- 
chological Society’s conference 
yesterday. “If your body is 
changing rapidly, your brain 
needs to update this informa- 
tion. It appWs there is a time 
lag for adolescent boys, which 
causes them to be clumsy.” 
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TSB 

Base Rate 

With effect from the 
start of business on 
Friday 9th April 1999 
and until further notice, 
TSB Base Rate is decreased 
from 5.50% p.a. 
to 5.25% p.a. 

All facilities (including regulated 
consumer credit agreements) with a 
rate of interest linked to TSB Base Rate 
will be varied accordingly, 
www.tsb.coiuk- 
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Michael Ashcroft: ‘Brilliant, hot ruthless’ ITNIRex 


by fran Abrams. 

Steve Boggan 
AND ANDREW MULUNS 

HE'S A multi-millionaire, trea- 
surer of the Ttory party, a City 
takeover expert, tax exile, am- 
bassador to the United Na- 
tions, and friend of the 
Thatchers - Michael Ashcroft's 
cv is impressive. 

But as he launches another 
takeover battle in the City- hav- 
ing shunned the Square Mile far 
more than a decade - it has 
emerged that Britain's 24th 
richest man also controls the 
“flag of convenience" of the cen- 
tral American state of Belize, 
which has one of the world’s 
worst safety records. 

Almost half the central 
American country’s vessels - 
few of which have any real 
connection with the country - 
were detained because of safe- 
ty defects between 1994 and 
1996: only Honduras had a 
worse record. 

Last year five sailors on a 
Belize-registered ship, the 
Remo, died off Whitby, North 
Yorkshire, when their ship sank 
after being detained by coast- 
guards because it was not safe. 

Mr Ashcroft's company has 
operational control of and a 50 
per cent stake in the Belize 
shipping register, an official 
government body, responsible 
for maintaining safety stan- 
dards in the merchant fleet 

air Ashcroft aged 52, holds 
both British and Belize nation- 
ality is Belize's ambassador to 
the LfN. A tax exile who lives in 
Florida, he keeps most of his 
£5 00m fortune offshore and is 
not registered to vote at the Bel- 
gravia home he maintains in 
this country. The six-storey 
house is now on the market 
with a price tag of almost £3m. 

William Hague is under 
pressure to sack his party's 
treasurer. Labour has attacked 
Mr Ashcroft who has made 
large donations to the Conser- 
vative Party over his control of 
the flag of convenience and is 
also urging Mr Hague to refer 
his fending of the party to Lord 
Neill’s committee (Hi standards 
in public life. 

Bom in Chichester, West 
Sussex, in 1946, he can stay only 


90 days each year in Britain, yet 
is bankrolling its main opposi- 
tion party with, it is said, an eye 
on a knighthood. 

Peter Bradley, Labour MP 
for The Wrekin, has written to 
the Tory leader asking why the 
party is accepting money from 
Mr Ashcroft when the Neill 
committee recommended that 
political parties should not ac- 
cept overseas donations. 

Belize has yet to sign a UN 
Convention passed in 1986, 
which calls for a genuine con- 
nection between ships and their 
flag states and which demands 
that countries ensure their 
ships are safe. 

David Cockroft, general sec- 
retary of the International 
Transport Workers' Federa- 
tion, described the Belize reg- 
ister as a “sleazy” operation: “It 
is one of the select few registers 
in the shipping industry which 


will register anybody. It exists 
for no other function whatever 
except to make money and is 
used only by ship owners who 
have no reputation to lose.” 

Mr Ashcroft is publicity-shy 
but, in a statement, his office 
said reports that he gave or lent 
up to £8m to the Conservatives 
were “extremely exaggerat- 
ed.” The shipping register was 
a “passive interest” in which he 
had no direct involvement, and 
the number of deaths was very 
low, at about one a year on 
average. 

He has just launched a 
£2 82m takeover bid for Corpo- 
rate Services Group, a ploy 
which, in true Ashcroft style, is 
also complex, controversial and 
meeting hostility. 

The City never liked Mr 
Ashcroft's brand of slick deals 
and East fortunes in the Eight- 
ies. and it became even more 


waxy when he relocated his 
business in 1984 -overnight and 
in complete secrecy - to the tax 
haven of Bermuda. 

He seems to enjoy tax 
havens. His influence in Belize 
is immense. Last summer, he 
helped to fund the right-wing 
People’s United Party cPUP), 
which comfortably saw off the 
main opposition, the United 
Democratic Party (UDP>, in 
an election awash with cash 
and favours. 

The champagne corks had 
barely stopped popping at the 
PUP'S headquarters when Mr 
Ashcroft joked about the 
amount of cash he had pumped 
into the party: "If I'd have 
known they were going to win 
by so much. I'd have saved my- 
self some money,'’ he is re- 
ported to have remarked. 

In Belize, there is a sense of 
deja vu. “Before the PUP came 
into power the last time, in 
1989, Mr Ashcroft was con- 
cerned that they opposed him 
and he felt it important that he 
should have a dialogue with 
them,” said Manuel Esquivel, 
the former UDP prime minis - 
ter. “Since then, he is rumoured 
to have given them at least $lm 
(£640,000) and now he wields 
enormous influence.” 

Mr Ashcroft was attracted by 
Belize's potential as an off- 
shore tax haven - he bought its 
main bank, made generous po- 
litical donations, drew up leg- 
islation for the government to 
adopt, bought 25 per cent of its 
telecommunications company, 
20 per cent of one of its two cit- 
rus fruit producers, and was 
made Belize's UN ambassador. 

His links with the tiny coun- 
try of Belize (population 
230,000) go back to his childhood 
when his father, Frederick, had 
a post with the colonial service. 

Mr Ashcroft started his busi- 
ness career with Carreras, part 
of the Rothman group, as a 
trainee manager. After two 
years of boredom, he left at 26 
and started a small cleaning 
business, which he sold to 
Reckittand Coknan for £lra just 
four years later. That however, 
was not enough for a man who 
lives for the deaL 

In 1977, he bought Hawley- 
Goodall a small tent-making 


company that diversified wild- 
ly through acquisitions, and 
set him on the road to his many 
millions, which climaxed two 
decades later when, in 1997, he 
sold his main company ADT, 
the security and motor auctions 
group, to Tyco International, a 
US company, for about £2Jjbn. 
Mr Ashcroft’s share was £154m 
and he still retains a half per 
cent interest in Tyco, worth 
£195m. 

He also owns 66 per cent of 
BH1 Corporation (Belize Hold- 
ings Inc), the holding company 
for the Bank of Belize. In No- 
vember 1998 his BHI stock was 
worth £i70m and his share of 
Carlisle Holdings, a Guernsey- 
based property and acquisi- 
tions group, is worth £120m. 

Former colleagues describe 
him as brilliant but ruthless. 
“He is cruel and he seems to 
get sadistic pleasure from beat- 
ing the other guy to the deal,” 
said one former executive. “He 
is driven not so much by the 
money, as the skill it takes to get 
it" He also has the rather odd 
hobby of collecting Victoria 
Crosses - he is said to have 
more than 100. 

His relationship with the 
Conservatives has been dogged 
by the same kind of snohberv 
that drove him from the City. In 
spite of agreeing to underwrite 
up to half of the party's £l6m 
debt before the last election, he 
has not been universally wel- 
comed by party members. 

“You only have to look at his 
rollercoaster business dealings 
He is not an altruistic person, 
he is a person who pursues 
power That worries many of 
us.” said one party grandee. 

Mr Ashcroft maintains an of- 
fice in the Conservative Party’s 
Smith Square headquarters 
and is said to have a strong in- 
fluence over Mr Hague and 
the party chairman, Archie 
Norman. 

Some party members and 
backbench MPs have privately 
expressed disquiet at Mr 
Ashcroft's central role in the 
party. Baron McAlpine of West 
Green, a former treasurer 
under Margaret Thatcher, 
blocked his appointment to the 
treasurer’s job when he first 
sought it in 1990. 


The idyll of Belize, where Mr Ashcroft melds enormous influence 
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Curious case of the high-flying 
treasurer and the sinking ships 


Size: 23.5 x 16 x 14 cm 
<9'/< x 6'f* x 57- inches i 
Dial diameter: 8.5cm 

ii'r inches) 




UNIQUE 5 YEAR 
GUARANTEE 
We underwrite The Anniversary 
Clock with a fnJ! 5 year guarantee 

7 DAY MONEY BACK 
WARRANTY 


MAKER TO THE ADMIRALTY 

SPECIAL 
EDITION 

Anniversary 
Calendar Clock 

Issued to celebrate 
200 years of timekeeping 
excellence by Sewills 
1800 - 1999 

USSr 

Exclusively available 
only direct from Sewills 

Beautifully detailed Brass case 

Fully glazed with 
bevelled edges 

Calendar dial showing day, 
date and moon phases 

Elegant easy-read moon hands 
on white dial 
» 

Maintenance-free quality 
quartz precision movement 

An ideal gift - for all occasions 


YOU NEED SEND NO MONEY NOW 


To reserve your Anniversary Calendar Clock 

CALL DIRECT ON FREEPHONE 

Dept: 


0800 731 9997 


TNI04 


Lines open 8.30am - 5.30pm Mon - Fri 
and 10.00am - 4.00pm Sat and Sun 
Or complete and fax/pu&t the coupon opposite. 

Fax on 0151 708 6777 or post to: 
Sewills Sales, FREEPOST (LV 7185), 
PO Box 251, Liverpool L69 3BR. 


J I wish to reserve my Anniversary Calendar Clock. 

1 1 understand that I need send no money now and feat 
J I will be invoiced for £99 .95 on acceptance of mv order +T5.00 
[ for safe delivery including packing and insurance within UK. 

1 1 Bamria nor included/ PLEASE PRIST CLEA&LT 

| Mr/Mrs/ Ms/ Miss 

i Address 

i 

l 

J - - — 


Postcode 


| To bdp us fiafoatt ckfaerr phase ensue due yon mterj-ourokphonc number 
i j moling 


Sell-by date plan for football kit 


You may mum ynur Anniversary Clock within “ day< >4' ruu-tnr 

fur any reason and have full refund or replacement [ in iiK I 


1 1» I (y I 


FOOTBALL CLUBS may be 
made to put sell-by dates on all 
the replica kits they sell 

The proposal is expected to 
come from the Fbotbail Task 
Fbrce, which is gathering evi- 
dence in a long-running inquiry 
into the replica kits industry. 

A task-force source con- 
firmed yesterday that one rec- 
ommendation under discussion 
was a sell-by date, identifying 
how long it would be before a 
strip was substituted with a 
new design. The replica Eng- 
land strip retails at £72 for an 


By Eileen Murphy 

adult’s shirt shorts and socks, 
while a child's size costs £56. A 
new design was unveiled this 
week and will be launched on 
23 April but the maker; Umbra, 
would not say how much that kit 
will cost 

Other passible task-force rec- 
ommendations include setting 
up a statutory football regulator; 
with powers to restrict teams 
who produced too many kits, and 
placing a two-year minimum 
shelf life on all new kits. 


C ver 50 and renewing your 

nome insurance? 

Try Saga for high quality cover 


free 0800414 525 quoting reference ID3924 

Our lines are open 830am to 7pm weekdays, and 9am to I pm Saturdays. 

Tolnphone cate may be monicorccVrecocted far ■xzH trakArg purptnes. 

s«i SwWcn m*d Ba » lend you MsranaUu, o. o&or 
&qpp*TxtKCi MtfsnicaadBBtrpsiaimrd^iD) 
ottw tip tsnipirwi Mr Mi |hrpom 


£■ Girobank 

Girobank announces that 
with effect from 
the close of business 
on 8 April 1999 
its Base Rate was 
reduced from 5.50% to 
5.25% per annum. 


Girobank pk:. Registered in England No. 1950000. 
Registered Office: 49 Park Lane. London WlY 4EQ. 
A subsidiary of Alliance & Leicester pic. 


Preston North Bind, a second 
division club, already tells fens 
the sell-by date of strips, saying 
it is “fairer" to do this. 

The task force, led by David 
Mellon the former Tbry her- 
itage secretary, has also looked 
at why kits sell with a mark-up 



of up to 75 per cent It is ex- 
pected to report to 'Kray Banks, 
the Sports minister; in May. 

Meanwhile, the Office ofEeiir 
Trading said yesterday it had 
completed an inquiry into al- 
lied price fixing for replka kits 
of the Premiership clubs. 
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When you open an 
Alliance Current Account 
we'll add £50 to your 
balance after you have 

paid in your salary of £500 or more a month, for just throe 
consecutive months. 

You'll also enjoy 2a hour telephone banking, access 
to around 1 9.000 LINK cash machines and free banking’ 
Find out more by calling FREE on 0500 95 95 95 today. 

Switching to the Alliance Current Account is not the 
biggest decision you'll ever 
make, it's just a good one, 
especially as you're given £50 
for your trouble! 

Common sense in a crazy world 


1 Alliance 
Leicester 


i . 


Call FREE 


today on 0500 95 95 95 


- r „ ^ quoting ref. NCI 049 

■T*? CJO Wri cone Gift b ** 14 * ^ 
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GM crop trial will 

despite error 



Fred Barker, the owner of LnshQl Farm, Wiltshire, where a field trial of GM crops is taking place Geoff Pugh 


THE GOVERNMENT refused 
yesterday to stop the first field- 
scale trial of genetically modi- 
fied (GM) crops, although the 
planting broke its own rules for 
notification. 

Seeds planted over the East- 
er weekend at Lushiil Farm in 
Hannington, near Swindon. 
Wiltshire, will be allowed to 
grow, despite people in the 
area not being informed by a no- 
tice in their local paper that the 
trial would be made. 

Under the rules of the De- 
partment of the Environment, 
Transport and the Regions 
(DETR), any company intend- 
ing to grow GM organisms out- 
doors roust place a notice in a 
paper serving the local area 

On the Today programme 
yesterday Michael Meacher, 
the Environment minister, in- 
sisted that the Gloucestershire 
Echo - where an advert about 
the planned planting appeared 
on March 9 - did cover the area 


By Charles Arthur 
Technology Editor 

But the Echo insisted its 26,000 
circulation stopped at Cirences- 
ter, about 15 miles northwest of 
Hannin gton. 

Although that means 
AgrEvo, which provided the 
seeds, is clearly in breach of the 
Government's rules, and Mr 
Meacher was at best misin- 
formed, a spokesman insisted 
the trial will go ah ead in spite 
of any objections. “DETR. wants 
these trials to go ahead," he 
said. “They are the first on 
this scale which have been 
done, and it is very important 
that we get this information.” 

Friends of the Earth has 
written to Mr Meacher; callin g 
on him to order the 25-acre crop 
of spring variety oilseed rape to 
be ploughed up. Pete Riley, 
Friends of the Earth food cam- 
paigner, said: “The Govern- 
ment must take decisive action 


and stop these farm-scale di- 
als until the correct proce- 
dures have been followed." 

Four such trials are expect- 
ed, to assess the environmen- 
tal impact of growing GM 
herbicide-resistant rape and 
maize. Another trial will begin 
□ear Shirburn, Oxfordshire, 
later this month. 

Desmond D’Souza, biotech- 
nology director at AgrEvo, said 
his company acted in good faith 
when it advertised in the Err- 
and the company was re- 
advertising in the Swindon 
Evening Advertiser in the in- 
terests of “openness and trans- 
parency”. The first adverts 
appeared yesterday. 

“We do not accept that we 
have breached the laws," he 
added. “We advertised in good 
faith in what we believed to be 
the right paper. The laws state 
that we must advertise in a local 
paper within 10 days of consent 
being applied for from the De- 


partment of Environment, 
Transport and the Regions to go 
ahead We did this. We do not 
accept that we advertised in the 
wrong publication. 

"We will not be harvesting 
until some time after July. The 
public still have every oppor- 
tunity to register objections." 

The DETR wants to insti- 
tute field-scale trials of GM 
crnnc 3 . >ans of slowing 
tlieu ■■t'Tiraercial introduction, 
thus appeasing pressure 

Tups. while providing a path 
iu their wider use. thus satis- 
fying the companies. 

The Cooperative Wholesale 
Society, the UK's largest farm- 
ing organisation, has refused to 
take part in trials. 
■Thousands of people are ex- 
pected to march in London 
today to call on the Government 
to ban GM food The protest or- 
ganised by GMO Campaign, 
starts in Hyde Park at 1.30pm 
and ends at Trafalgar Square. 


Teachers to 
ue over 
false claims 


ICHERS DEMANDED new 
•guards yesterday to protect 
“forgotten army” of thou- 
ids of staff whose careers 
destroyed by false and 
i allegations of physi- 
I and sexual abuse by pupils. 

| The second largest teaching 
, the National Association 
Schoolmasters Union of 
in Teachers, called for 
stiff accused of abusing 
pu ifls to be granted anonymi- 
ty ■, nd said children who made 
all gallons should be sus- 
pei ded immediately and ex- 
pel 3d if toe claims proved to be 
malicious. 

Nigel de Grucfay the union’s 
general secretary, said nearly 
j of his members had faced 
ations of abuse over the 
sight years, but across the 
ssion toe figure could be 
times as large. Three 
! of the claims were dis- 
loutof hand and only a 
lumber eventually result- 
la conviction. 

he said many staff 
l of wrongdoing suffered 
' careers and ruined 

, Few could return to 

school even after being proved 
innocent and many never 
worked a gain, be said. Three 
union members had committed 
suirid^ after facing allegations. 

Delegates at the union’s an- 
nual conference in Eastbourne 
unanimously backed a call for 
reform [and detailed a cata- 
logue of cases in which mali- 
cious ^legations had been 
made against their colleagues. 

Mr deGruchy said toe num- 
ber of |!a)se claims was in- 
creasing and. called for stem 
action against pupils who in- 
vented stories of abuse tty staff 

He said: “1 think it’s a very 
serious case which should nor- 
mally result in expulsion. 
Rather like physical assault on 
other kids or teachers, they 
have to pay the price and that 
price is expulsion." He criti- 
cised Estelle Morris, the School 
Standards minister; for failing 
to back moves to grant 


By ben Russell 
Education Correspondent 


anonymity to accused teachers. 
Mr de Gruchy said staff should 
enjoy similar protection to that 
granted to rape and sexual 
abuse victims. Teachers ac- 
cused of abuse should not be 
named until convicted of a 
crime, he said. 

Steve Luscambe, a delegate 
from London, said in one case 
a teacher was accused of touch- 
ing a 15-year-old boy “in a way 
which could imply a certain 
sexual innuendo”. 

The teacher was cleared 
after investigation '‘but the 
pa m, indigni ty and hurt was 
there. He said, T have done all 
these years in teaching and 
'someone can throw this out at 
me.’ Two terms later he re- 
signed and he is no longer in 
teaching.” 

In another case, Mr Lus- 
oombesaid, a young married ju- 
nior school teacher suffered a 

nervous breakdown after being 

cleared of touching a girl pupil 

Mr Luscombe said: “First 
day back, the parents waited to 
collect their children. The hub- 
bub of the parents went silent 
Parents withdrew children 
from school One said, TMIy child 
is not to go swimming with Mr 
So-and-so.’ 

“A nervous breakdown fol- 
lowed. He could not face it any 
more and he threw in his res- 
ignation. Financial crisis: he 
could not pay his mortgage. The 
family was in turmoil; what a 
trail of sadness.” The teacher 
and his wife later needed med- 
ical treatment for depression, 
he said. 

■ The Government announced 
the first 21 of its Sure Start 
projects yesterday to provide 
children with a better start in 
life. The projects, directed at 
disadvantaged areas, offer par- 
ents advice and support on 
health, education and child de- 
velopment 

The first are expected to 
start in early summer 


Farmer risks jail 
over right of way 


FARMER who refuses to ac- 
)t there is a public footpath 
his land was told yesterday 
a judge to allow ramblers ac- 
is - or spend 14 days in jail 
rhe warning was given at 
jdlesbrough County Court 
Judge David Bryant to Stan 
B, 76. Mr Bell, whose family 
ight North Farm, Hartle- 
>1 Cleveland in 1946, main- 
is that there is no public 
ht of way on his land. 

\ 1983 public inquiry ruled 
footpath legal but Mr Bell 
5 appeared in court three 


By Paul Watson 


times since then for obstruct- 
ing the path. Hartlepool Bor- 
ough Council obtained a court 
injunction in January ordering 
Mr Bell to remove obstruc- 
tions. After he still refused. 
Judge Bryant told him; ‘You 
can remove these obstructions 

and make sure people can walk 

along this footpath, s they can 
you wifi not go to prison, but if 
they cannot you will go to 
prison for 14 days." The hear- 
ing was adjourned until 28 May 


fergal Keane 

‘Clinton bloody crazy, 
Milosevic bloody crazy, 
Everybody crazy 1 


Serious sounds 
Silly prices. 
(Sale now on.) 
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Sony DJC 5100 10 Disc CD 
Autochanger with 
Radio Cassette. 

4x40 Watts Max. Power Output. 
Joystick control included. 

RDS Digital tuner (EON and PTY) 
Full Logic/Soft Touch Controls. 

£ 3 * 9:97 £ 299.99 



Blaupunkt Nevada 
CD Tuner. 

RDS Digital Tuner (EON and PTY), 
4 x35 Watt s Max. Power Output. 

£ 329^9 £ 149.99 





Panasonic cqdp soo 
CD Tuner. 

4x35 Watts Max. Power Output. 
ISO Connector. Detachable 
Fa scia w ith Carry Case. 

to U49r9 9 £ 129.99 


Alpine COM 7637 R 

CD Tuner. 4x40 Watts Max. 

Power Output. 

Infra red Remote Control. 

RDS Digital Tuner (EON and PTY). 
C D Autoc hanger Control. 

to 099:99 £ 249.99 





Pioneer keh 1730 
Radio Cassette. 

Exclusive to Halfords. 

4x22 Watts Max. Power Output. 
ISO Connector 

emw £ 99.99 


Sony djc 810D CD Auto Changer with Radio Cassette 
Kenwood 6971 RCR CD Auto Changer with Radio Cassette 

Panasonic CQDFX 355 CD Tuner 
Alpine tdm 75 £ 4 R Radio Cassette 
Kenwood krc 259 Radio Cassette 



£599*9 

£ 4 ?W 9 £ 489.99 
j> £ 44 * 9 ? £ 399.99 
j> £ 229.99 
£ 33 * 9 ? £ 149.99 
£ 159^9 £ 149.99 
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rAI I mm *26 625 FOR YOUR NEAREST SUPERSTORE. SUPERSTORES OPEN 7AM-8PM WEEKDAYS. 9AM-AFM WEEKENDS. CHECK HIGH STREET STORE TIMES LOCALLY. tIF YOU COULD HAVE BOUGHT THE SAME PRODUCT 
CHEAPER^ W CAL LY CALL BA^ WITHIN 7 DAYS 5 OF PURCHASE AND WE WILL WILLINGLY REFUND 1 HE DIFFERENCE. COMPETITOR'S PRICE MUST BE AVAILABLE TO ANY CUSTOMER. PRICES CORRECT AT 
TIME OF GOING TO PRESS . OFFERS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY WHILE STOCKS LAST HALFORDS LIMITED. ICKNIELD STREET DRIVE. WASHFORD WEST. REDDlTCH. WORCESTERSHIRE 69 b ODE. 
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Last-ditch summi 


on Ulster arms 


NORTHERN IRELAND parties 
and British and Irish govern- 
ment officials will spend this 
weekend makin g final prepa- 
rations for what promises to be 
the mother of all negotiating 
sessions, beginning in Belfast 
on Tuesday. 

Talks are scheduled to re- 
sume on that date in an attempt 

to secure a final settlement of 
the arms decommissioning 
issue, in the hope that agree- 
ment will lead to the speedy 
formation of a new Northern 
Ireland cross-community 
government. 

It was confirmed yesterday 
that members of the Balcombe 
Street gang, an IRA unit re- 
sponsible for multiple billings in 
England in the 1970s, are being 
released from prison in the 
Irish Republic. Four members 
of the gang have already been 
freed, and will be formally dis- 
charged from prison next week 

With most attention focused 


BY DAVID MCKTTFR1CK 
Ireland Correspondent 


on the question of whether the 
IRA and Sinn Fein will agree to 
the stipulation that some arms 
should be “put beyond use”, the 
authorities may be hoping that 
such moves will help to improve 
the atmosphere in republican 
circles. 

Gang members have been 
among the longest-serving re- 
publican prisoners, spending 24 
years behind bars. Most of 
their term was served in Eng- 
lish jails until their recent 
transfers to the Irish Republic. 

The four men were sen- 
tenced to a total of 47 terms of 
life imprisonment for a number 
of murders and other offences, 
with further sentences totalling 
more than 2,000 years. 

In republican circles the 
men are viewed as strong sup- 
porters of the peace process. 
Their controversial appear- 


ance at a Sinn Fein confer- 
ence a year ago helped to se- 
cure an overwhelming vote 
in favour of republican entiy 
into a Northern Ireland ad- 
ministration. 

Nest week's talks are seen 
as possibly the last serious ob- 
stacle to the formation of that 
administration, as all sides 
grapple with the decommis- 
sioning issue. 

Although most of the pres- 
sure is on the republicans to put 
arms beyond use, there are also 
signs of strain within David 
Trimble’s Ulster Unionist Party. 
Two of his assembly back- 
benchers have indicated their 
unbappiness with the draft de- 
claration that emerged from the 
last session of talks at Hills- 
borough Castle near Belfast 

Sinn Ffcin has since said that 
it regards the draft declaration 
as unacceptable, and will be 
seeking to make radical 
changes to it Martin McGuin- 


ness, Sinn Fein’s chief nego- 
tiator, said yesterday his party’ 
was committed to overcoming 
the peace process deadlock, 
which he described as “maybe 
its greatest crisis". 

He added; “The mood music 

out there is very, very bad at the 
moment But that said. I am not 
disheartened, I am not de- 
spondent. There is still a 
tremendous amount of hope 
about - a tremendous amount 
nf op timis m that all of this can 
work What we have to do is get 
back in there next Tuesday 
and try and resolve it 

“There is no difficulty in 
relation to communications be- 
tween ourselves and the gov- 
ernments. We are not going to 
run off like spoilt boys with our 
thumbs in our mouths. What we 
are going to do is buckle down 
to the task ahead of us. We are 
going to work with people in a 
very determined way to over- 
come the difficulties." 




***** 



Patrons chinking in the Wharf Street pub in Leeds, which has been designed by women forwomcji Guzdum 



2 YEARS FREE SERVICING AVAILABLE ON ALL NEW TOYOTA AVENSIS SE MODELS REGISTERED BY 31 MAY 1999. 


With a choice of l.6i saloon or l.8i liftback, the sleek new Avensis SE boasts alloy wheels, air conditioning and radio/CD player as well as 2 years 
free servicing and a 3 year/60,000 mile warranty. That’s on top of twin front and side airbags, ABS, power front windows and mirrors and remote 
control central locking. Yet surprisingly it starts from just £13,495. Prospective buyers should contact us immediately. Before we change our minds. 


the car in front is a 


TELEPHONE 0800 777 555 www.toyota.co.uk 


■Cl;-’ J LT-'i. 


FREE SERVICING OFFER COVERS 2 YEARS (2 SERVICES) ON ALL NEW TOYOTA AVENSIS St MODELS REGISTERED BETWEEN 1 APRIL 1999 AND 31 MAY 1999 AND EXCLUDES ESTABLISHED FLEET OPERATORS, DIPLOMATIC. 
TAX FREE AND SPECIAL SALES PURCHASE SCHEMES. MODEL SHOWN AVENSIS l.fii SE 4 DOOR WITH OPTIONAL LUCERNE SILVER METALLIC PAINT AT £250. TOTAL PRICE £13.745. MODEL SHOWN SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. 
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Ladies call 


m i 


time on 
lads’ pubs 


“SO WHERE’S the pool table 
then," said one lad as he looked 
around the pub designed by 
women for women. 

The pub's owner; the drinks 
giant Allied Domecq, asked its 
women employees to create 
their idea of a perfect place for 
a woman to have a drink on her 
own without feeling intimidat- 
ed. After two years of planning, 
i the Wharf Street pub, in 
Wellington Street, Leeds, once 
a place for hard-drinking men, 
is now a female den. 

“It’s a bit lighter and more 
open," said Damien Hawke, 
2L a student “But I don’t like 
the idea of women isolating 
themselves, sitting together in 
their own little cells." 

But would a woman on her 
own feel comfortable enough to 
drop in at Wharf Street and 
order a drink? 

“I don't usually go anywhere 
on my own,” said Emily Parry, 
18 , an office worker from 
Leeds. “Normally I would wait 
outside a pub for my friends be- 
fore going in but I suppose I 
wouldn't feel uncomfortable 
waiting on my own in here. It's 
friendly enough, nice and 
bright peaceful with a nice 
atmosphere.'' 

Her friend Carolyn Kelly, 25, 
said she didn't think it was a 
lads' pub. “The decor is just too 
nice. I could bring my mum 
here and she doesn't like pubs." 

Sharon Rice, 37, a police of- 
ficer from Sheffield, said the 
pub didn't seem a place for 
posers or a bar for the lads. 

“I am quite used to going 
into a place on my own, that 
wouldn't bother me, but I just 
hope the prices aren’t too high 
that they exclude ordinary 
working-class women." 

“Having women's raaga- 


By Esther Leach 


rmes is a nice idea.” said Sarah 
Coyne, 26, a project controller 
with a finance company “If 
you're on your own you could 
flip through a mag and not fed' 
awkward.” 

How does the landlord, 
Jason Argyle, 29, welcome a 
woman on her own? 

“By making her feel she’s 
not on her own but part of the 
party. The trick is not to mate, 
her feel different because she 
is alone. How we do that is our 
little secret" 

But there is no intention to 
ignore men. says Allied 
Domecq. “Pubs can be intimi- 
dating places for women but we 
have tried to design out 'he 
elements which traditionally 
put them off. 

“We wanted to offer women 
a pub environment in which 
they felt welcome, comfortable 
and above all safe. 

“The windows are bigger 
than in most pubs so people 
can see what’s going on inside, 
the lighting is very good, there 
is waiter service so women 
don’t have to join the scrum at 
the bar and there are decent 
toilets. 

“The place is bright and 
open, the decor warm and 
friendly. There are chairs with 
backs so people feel they are 
protected - and the staff have 
been trained to make everyone 
feel welcome.” 

Christopher Bates, a 29- 
y ear-old geography student, 
had just one complaint 

■^The waiter service makes 
a difference," he said, “but one 
of the best ways of mee ting s 
woman is rubbing shoulders 
when you’re ordering drinks at 
the bar." 
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Hans hands ovei 
hams to pay deb 


university window overlooking Weimar, the German city that saw the birth of the Banhans 80 years ago ERA 


AMID THE slaughter and con- 
fusion of the battle of Nor- 
mancty, it was a trivial enough 
episode: the kind of incident that 
most people would have for- 
gotten decades ago. 

A starving 19-year-old Ger- 
man soldier, retreating before 
the D-Day invasion force, stole 
a ham from a farmer's wife. 

Hans Kupperfahrenberg 
could never forget what he had 
done. Haunted bv guilt, he went 
back to Normandy last August 
to search for the farm. He 
brought a large ham with him 
in the boot of his car. 

After more than half a cen- 
tury, his memory failed him. 
Despite help from local people, 
he could not Grid the farm- 
house. Eventually, he present- 
ed the hunk of meat to an old 
people's home, before making 
an eloquent little speech about 
Franco- German friendship and 
the cruelty of war. “Please re- 
member that not all German 
soldiers were bad men,” he 
said 

An article in the local news- 
paper reported his failed act of 
contrition and stirred faint 
memories. The correct farm 
was identified but only after 
Hans had returned to Germany. 

On Monday afternoon, Mr 
Kupperfahrenberg. 74, will be 
back in the roiling countryside 
south-east of Caen where he 
almost starved to death 55 
years ago. The fanner’s wife 


BY JOHN LICHFIELD 

and Claire Soares 
in Paris 

from whom he stole the ham is 
still living, although she has only 
the vaguest recollection of the 
incident. He will present her 
with not one ham but two: 
an Italian parma ham and half 
a German Schwarzwalder- 
schinken or Black Forest ham. 

“They symbolise a united 
Europe." Hans said, chuckling, 
during a telephone interview 
from his home in Essen. 

Mr Kupperfahrenberg was a 
trooper in the 21st Panzer Di- 
vision, retreating before Allied 
troops who were breaking out 
from Caen in July 1944. He and 
a dozen other men. who had not 
eaten for two days, took refuge 
in a farm house near Argences. 
The farmer's wife pitied them 
and gave them eggs and milk, 
even though she had little food 
of her own. 

As the soldiers cooked the 
eggs, the chimney caught fire 
and a flaming sack fell into the 
hearth. It contained a smoked 
ham, which had been hidden in 
the chimney. “We ate the lot It 
was like a big party in its own 
way. I’ve never forgotten that 
moment. Fbr me it wasn't a triv- 
ial thing even though people tell 
me. ‘Worse things happened in 
the war’." Mr Ktipperfehren- 
berg said. “I felt really awful 
about it I can’t call it a small 




it* 

Allies advancing on Caen 

thing, it is uot easy to go back, 
but the farmer’s wife was will- 
ing to meet me and so I agreed 
to go.” 

Soon after he stole the ham. 
Hans was injured in the chest 
by a grenade. He was invalided 
back to Germany but sent to 
fight in Italy the following year. 
After the war, Hans worked for 
the German state railways as a 
manager. 

His experience in Normandy 
marked him for life. In memo- 
ry of all the young comrades he 
had lost he threw himself into 
youth work. In memory of his 
own brush with starvation, he 
raised more than a million Ger- 
man marks (£300,000) for poor 
and hungry old people and chil- 
dren in Africa. 

And he never forgot the ham. 


> 


Ai a ceremony at ^ “ -ir^nces 
town hall on Monday afternoon. 
Mr Kupperfahrenberg ui hand 
over his hams to Marie- Louise 
Marie, who is now 34. With her 
will be her husband. AmandL 
who was a prisoner of war in 
Germany when Hans and his 
comrades were stealing her 
ham. 

What will he say to Ms 
Marie? "I will say ‘Sorry but I 
was oniy a boy and there was no 
other choice but to fight during 
the Hitler dictatorship'.” 

Ms Marie seemed a little 
bewildered by the entire event, 
when contacted by phone. "Re- 
ally I can't remember much of 
what happened at that time.” 
she said it was all a long time 
ago. But if he says be took the 
ham. then I suppose he did. If 
he wants to give me another 
one. well, that is fine." 

Mr Kupperfahrenberg be- 
lieves Monday's ceremony will 
be all the more poignant be- 
cause of the present conflict in 
the Balkans. “Between French 
and German people today, tnere 
are no problems." he said. 

”1 believe that a united Eu- 
rope is a very good thing indeed 
I would like Western Europe to 
set an example to the rest of the 
world, for example to the cur- 
rent governments in the Bal- 
kans. Western Europe was once 
so divided, and so much blood 
was shed but now it is united 
and peaceful." 
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driving 
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tor ferry passage, holiday brochure and reservations, contact 


SWANSEA CORK FERRIES 


FREEPHONE 


or contact 


0800 783 8004 travel agent 


• Intel Celeron processor 400MH;: 

• 64Mb SDRAM • 8.4Gb Hard disk 

• 8Mb ATI 3D AGPx2 Graphics 

• 32x CD-ROM Drive • 3D PCI Wavetabie sound . 

• 14’ digital colour screen • 128K cache fl 

• 56K PC! voiceflax/data modem * 

• A> standard tealures including 1 ,44Mb floppy drive, 

Windows 98, Keyboard. Mouse, Video trainer. Recovery 
dtsfc, AntrVnis 8 all software backup CDs 

433“2c Model 

As atxjve but with faster 433MHz Celeron processor, larger 
10.1 Gb hard drive and 15’ screen £70 + VAT - £82.25 aura. 

450-3d DVD Model 

includes latest AMD K6-2 3D 450MH; processor; 512k cache. 

3D NOW! technology, 4x DVD-ROM dmre. 15' screen and larger 
10.1Gb hard dfek £899 Pis VAT & deL = £109628 total price 
inc. VAT & del 

EXEC Models: Include 5 top games, joysnc*. gamepad, 
microphone, and 13 extra CD titles tor just £&9 pis 
VAT=£l 16.33 Extra 
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Epson Stylus 300. colour 
aiJq'et printer (RRP£l19i 
Choice erf printer 
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Advanced A4 
colour scanner 
also works as 
a photocopier and 
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• IBM speech software • 7 Lotus business packs 
■ 7 home titles • 7 educators) packs 

• Family + pack • Modem internet pack 

Two Special Finance Options 

1. Pay Nothing Until April 2000 

12 Months Interest Free Option on Ex« models only 

ADD Typical Fnana Example- 
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Afi .9 APR or 33 worths at MS® 
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2. Time Low APR Purchase Plan 

on any model 

Typical France Exampte. 
■9 aM Casn price £1000 Ho deposit 
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™ Tiadpnce 031194. APR 145%.. 


Direct order fine Freephone 

0800 771107 
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for clear explanations 
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Finally, a nation can sing ‘This land is our land 


Week In The Life 

TEMAN AVINGAQ, AN INUIT 




THE SPARKLE in the Arctic sky 
is not the Northern Lights but 
a firework show. There is the 
promise of dancing until dawn. 
Along the frozen shore of Fbx 
Basin everyone from the set- 
tlement of Zgloolik has gath- 
ered. Such frivolity is rare in a 
community that is an aircraft 
flight from anywhere. 

Teman Avingaq watches 
with his girlfriend, Honda, as a 
green trail arcs over the wood- 
en houses, which are perched 
on piles dear of the permafrost 
and snowdrifts. A starburst 
picks out fishing boats in the 
harbour A week of festivities Ki 
the ice is Igloolik's way of 
marking a new beginning in the 
lives of the Inuit It is the end 
of a 30-year legal and political 
struggle to control the vast 
wasteland in Canada, which wfll 
be called Nunavut, “Our Land", 
in the Inuit language. It is the 
beginning, Teman wants to be- 
lieve, of a time when a people 
who lost their way after Cana- 
da colonised them can feel at 
home again. 

On Sunday Teman takes 
time off from hi s three jobs -as 
a hunter, a carpenter and a 
radio-show host - to go with 
Ronda, their two daughters 
and their son to a feast for 
Nunavut “We call it coun by- 
food, ” he says. “Caribou, seal 
walrus - the animals we have 
always caught” They travel 
on a not very traditional Japan- 
ese snowmobile, or slddoo. 
Teman admits: “It would be 


hard for people here to go any- 
where without a skidoo." 

There is also church to at- 
tend Tteman walks to service 
with his father, Jacob, who 
preaches at the hut with a bell- 
tower - Igloolik’s Protestant 
chapeL When the missionaries 
first arrived two churches 
were built Protestant and 
Catholics competed to convert 
those such as Teman's father 
who had been forced to stop 
their nomadic life, roaming 
after the caribou herds. The 
Protestant missionary con- 
verted those one side of the 
main street the Catholic those 
the other side. Then both dis- 
couraged their congregations 
from mixing. 

The next day Teman had 
planned to complete a carpen- 
try contract at the school but it 
may not be possible. “The 
school classroom has to have 
a dooc We have no trees. So the 
door has to be flown up. Now 
they say it’s not on today's 
plane." Nunavut’s fledgling 
economy must grow to provide 
work here. Half the hunt are un- 
employed Tbsman is realistic “1 
think the delegates we now 
have in our assembly will know 
about things better and try 
harden But Canada wfll still 
have to help us, help us a lot" 

On Tuesday the classroom 
door arrives and the weather is 
right to install it “This is a beau- 
tiful day for April-a warm one," 
Teman says. The temperature 
is minus 20C. Often in April 
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Teman Avingaq (left) and the Igloo he and his brother Ike built to sleep in after a bunt on the ice floes for seal and walrus 


Ma m McCauley 


doorways cannot be left open 
to work on and fingers can 
freeze to the handles of saws 
and screwdrivers. 

Jacob has spent the day ex- 
hibiting the seal bunting tools, 
once the only trade that sus- 
tained Inuit families. Back 
home he talks to Teman, who 
has decided to head off tomor- 
row for the edge of the sea-ice. 
“The wind should come from 
the south," father advises son. 
“A south wind is a good wind tor 
walrus.” The following day the 
wind and the advice prove 


sound. Teman and his brother- 
in-law Ike swathe themselves 
in skins - caribou coats, husky 
for trousers and sealskin boots 
- and harness sled to skidoo for 
the run to the ice floe edge. 
They shoot a seal harpoon it to 
haul it in and skin it efficiently 
on the ice. It is a matter-of-fact 
process. The intestines, a par- 
ticular delicacy are stripped out 
and neatly plaited. A walrus, too 
slow to notice their presence, 
is killed. Its tusks are cut oft “A 
carver might take them," 
Teman says. “We have been 


lucky. There's a lot of meat 
here and this is still the best 
food we get to eat The packets 
and the frozen goods we buy 
from the store cost so much." 
As darkness descends, Teman 
and Ike build an igloo in an hour 
This is the best the only shel- 
ter for an Arctic night The 
hunters are at peace. 

On Thursday Tteman takes 
Ronda to a meeting of the set- 
tlement's Alcohol Licensing 
Committee, which she chairs. 
Many Innuit drift into drink as 
their early ambitions are dis- 
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appointed. There are no bars 
and no off-sales of spirits in 
Igloolik. Any resident who 
wants to drink must apply to 
have it flown up monthly Their 
requests are scrutinised bottle 
by bottle, can by can. They are 
frequently refused. 

Teman goes on to the third 
of his jobs where he tackles an- 
other social HTIpmma “1 do a 
talk show on community radio," 
he explains. “It’s in our own lan- 
guage of course. But we are 
talking about our language 
too.” The new Nunavut As- 


sembly will conduct the terri- 
tory’s affairs in the Inuit lan- 
guage, InnuktituL One question 
is whether children should 
learn It for longer: “Many jobs 
have to be done in English,” 
Teman says. “Our children 
have to be perfect in both.” 

At the weekend the official 
celebrations are over Teman 
and hig family gath er The chil- 
dren chew the dark fibrous 
meat from ribs of boiled seal 
Their grandparents slice raw 
flesh and liver from the carcass 
of the animal that has been de- 


frosting in the nouse since it 
was brought back from the ice 
floe. Teman pirns from one pot 
and then the dthec He smil es 
as he acknowledges the paral- 
lel “We havri a foot in both 
worlds as Inuit We cannot only 
be a part of the world we once 
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had.” Tem 
squeals an 
tooth. A sea 
tough. His 
him: “You/ 
teeth for til 
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if s son suddenly 
f holds out a milk 
rib has proved too 
grandfather tells 
rill need stronger 
i walrus." 
kmi&aBBCNews 


Goatherds hit 
hard by row 
over bananas 
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THEY DON'T eat bananas on 
the Mongolian grasslands. But 
as the traditional nomadic 
herders shelter in isolated ger 
tents against the long winter; a 
tit-for-tat American-European 
trade dispute over the sub- 
tropical fruit is threatening the 
subsistence livelihoods of those 
who provide one-third of the 
world’s cashmere. 

Bfew nomads know that a US- 
Brussels argument over ba- 
nana imports will hit life on the 
steppes. “I hadn't heard about 
the trade dispute,” said 
Sereeten a 40-year-old goats- 
man from Tuv province who 
sells his cashmere at the raw 
materials market in Ulan Baton 
“I think it may cause some ef- 
fect, butl do not know whether 
it will be positive or negative.” 

In the next few weeks, as the 
goats start moulting their win- 
ter growth, the herders will 
begin cutting the raw “greasy" 
cashmere that is destined to aid 
up as luxury-priced sweaters 
and scarves on the other side of 
the world. But it is not dear who 
wfll be buying their wool While 
attention has so for focused on 
the Scottish cashmere industry; 
the impoverished Mongolian 
nomads also look like befog in- 
nocent victims of the “banana 
wars” because of a Wbrld Trade 
Organisation ruling this week 
that gave Washington the right 
to impose punitive 100 per cent 
import tariffs on $l91m (£ll6m) 
of European imports. On the 
threatened list of goods are 
cashmere products, many man- 
ufactured with Mongolian wool. 

“The impact on the Mongo- 
lian herder unfortunately will be 
most extreme,” said Ronnie 
Tjmh in Ulan Bator; the exec- 
utive director of Mongol Arni- 
ca] e, a US-Mongolian joint 
venture that last year pro- 
cessed 300 tons of cashmere, a 
large proportion for export to 
Italian companies, which re- 
exported finished foshkm goods 
to the US. “Most of the Mongo- 
lian herdsmen here live below 
a sustainable level They come 


BY TERESA POOLE 

In Peking 



Mongolian goats produce 
2,500 tons of wool a year 

out of a long, cold, hard winter 
and they have no savings, they 
have no contingencies, no re- 
serves, they need to eat, they 
need to survive, and send their 
children to school and to clothe 
themselves " Mr Lamb, a Scots- 
man, splits Ins time between 
Mongolia and his company’s 
Bradford firm, which sells on 
cashmere to end-users. 

Mongol Amicale buys its 
cashmere direct from the 
herders, but Mr Lamb said the 
company might hold off on some 
spring purchases until the out- 
come of the trade dispute was 
clearer: “We’ve no idea that con- 
tracts we have in hand are ac- 
tually going to be honoured.” 

It is a potentially disastrous 
situation for nomadic herders in 
one of the most isolated and ex- 
treme geographical regions on 
earth, where winter tempera- 
tures fell to minus 40C. And it is 
a “double whammy”, said Mr 
Lamb, for the industry. Last 
year, the world cashmere price 
collapsed, with herdsmen re- 
ceiving just $9 a kilogram - half 
the level of 1994-95 - because 
sales of cashmere clothes plum- 
meted in Japan and South-east 


Asia, hard hit by the area 'eco- 
nomic crisis. With the “baana 
wars”, Mongolian cashrcre 
sales to dothfogmanufoctrers 
m Scotland and Italy are aso in 
danger of evaporating, beouse 
the punitive tariffs will sake 
European-made sweatee and 
scarves unsellable acres the 
Altantic. 

“It’s a disaster for ManaHa," 
said John Napoleom, thr chief 
financial officer for Fbrt eCash- 
mere, a US firm that process- 
es raw cashmere in UlanBatcc 
Cashmere is the country sec- 
ond biggest foreign exchange - 
earner; and Mongolia <an 31- 
afford another economicshock 
The country, for seven cfecades 
a Soviet satellite state, vas left 
reeling in the early Nneties 
when Moscow's subsides dis- 
appeared overnight 

Sereeteq who like nxst Mon- 
golians uses one name added: 
“Herdsmen with many animals 
live quite wealthily, selling 
meat skins and cashmere. But 
the life of herdsmen wrh fewer 
numbers of livestock is not that 
good ... Animal husbandry is a 
risky business; harsh weather 
can kill yoiir animals; or &ou . 
have to slaughter them target 
cash and fiiod and clothing.” 

The ulbte-soft cashmere fi- 
bres are a bredous comnjodily 
in the We£t, but most herders 
have little} notion of the price of 
the finished products. Wftp each 
animal yielding just 200g to 380g 
of cashmere a yean Mongolia’s 
11 million goats will tMs year 
produce around 2^00 tote; of the 
raw wool About 90 pet cent of 
Mongolia’s cashmere wool is 
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The ultte-soft cashmere fi- 
bres are a bretious comnjodily 
in the We£t, but most herders 
have little} notion of the price of 
the finished products. \mx each 
animal yielding just 200gio 380g 
of cashnjiere a year; Mongolia’s 
11 million goats will tMs year 
produce around 2^00 tohsofthe 
raw wool About 90 pef cent of 
Mongolia’s cashmere wool is 

At^orst, the “ban ana wars” 
may jilay into the hands of ag- 
gressive Chinese traders and 
smugglers, who tenji to outwit 
the herders on price. “The Chi- 
nest may be loading their wag- 
o os' anticipating a great windfall 
because the European manu- 
facturers are out of the ball- 
park, said Mr Napoleoni. 
Additional reporting from 
Enkhamgalan in Ulan Baton 
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US detainees torture claim 


Part of 

psc Petal) Ltu 


THREE AMERICANS held fo 
Zimbabwe on charges of ter- 
roristn, espionage and sabotage 
said yesterday that they were 

being treated inhumanely, were 
forced to sleep naked and were 
shackled in small cells lit round 
the dock. 

At a remand hearing at 
! Harare magistrates' court, Je- 
remy Callow, lawyer for the 
defence, alleged in a report 
that the three Americans were 
; befog held in solitary confine* 


By Cris Chinaka 
fo Harare 

ment in windowless single cells 
and without the right to take 
any exercise. 

John Dixon Lamonte, 35, 
Gary George Blanchard. 35 
and Joseph Wendell Pettijohn! 

34, were arrested at Harare air- 
port on 7 March for illegal pos- 
session of arms. They said at 
ffieir first cornt appearance, on 
13 March, that they had suf- 


fered torture, including electric 
shocks to the genitals. 

Yesterday, Mr Callow gave 
more details of the three men's 
alleged torture, saying his 
clients had been forced to dis- 
play their sexual organs, sim- 
ulate love-making and had been 
threatened with sodomy and 
death. 

The three were remanded in 
custody until 23 ApriL They 
face maximum sentences of 
life in prison if convicted 
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BUSINESS 


Briefing 


NatPower welcomes Byers ruling 

NATIONAL POWER yesterday welcomed the Government's 
decision not to refer its purchase of Midlands Electricity’s 
supply business to the Competition Commission provided 
suitable undertakings, Including the sale of its 4GW coal- 
fire^ptryer station at Drax, were obtained Although the 
director general of energy supply recommended National 


the Secretary of State for Tirade and Industry, ruled that 
the disposal of the Drax plant, which National Power has 
putup ftMf- sale, would help to reduce its influence in the 
gene^atiop market enough. National Power’s shares 
yesterday posed up 3p at 485.5p. 

Tracker rides hig ft on MBO offer 

SHARES IN car security 
company Tracker Network 

1000 :1^— - jumped 23 per cent to 645p 

. nf l p - 1'4 - -V' i • yesterday after the 

V ~ T company said it had 

v — ■ — received a management 
700^%f / VV 1 — . I buyout oflfec 

J | Tracker; which provides 
* 7 _f[ I electronic systems 

:?%£ ‘ \ Uji " allowing vehicles to be 
iitk >- ■ V - ■ | traced it they are stolen, 
300 .. said it had received an 
L-V amj jasonojfma indicative offer of 670 p a 

share, valuing the 

company at around £37m. 

Avonsfide looks at private benefits 

AVONSIDE YESTERDAY joined the growing list of smaller 
companies turning private, announcing it had agreed a 
222.38m, 55p a share cash bid from Novaside, a company 
setup by Craig Slater; one of its directors, and venture 
capitalists Alchemy partners. Novaside said it had 
received irrevocable undertakings in respect of 030 per 
cent of the capital to accept the offer; which represents a 
premium of 373 per cent to Avonside’s share price the day 
before it confirmed it had been approached. 

Both sides said the privatisation would remove the 
financial, managerial and regulatory burdens of being a 
listed company and enhance Avonside’s ability to respond 
to opportunities and market demands quicktyr. 
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Barclaycard forced to cut 
rates as market share falls 




By Andrew Verity 

BARCLAYCARD, the UK’s 
biggest credit-card provider; is 
cutting its main interest rate to 
under 20 per cent for the first 
time in a move that reflects the 
increasing damage inflicted on 
its business by low-cost com- 
petitors. 

The wholly-owned sub- 
sidiary of the Barclays group 
said it would cut its headline 
annual rate of interest to 19.9 
per cent, a 3 per cent drop from 
its level six months ago. 

The company is also launch- 
ing a package of added benefits, 
including savings of up to 30 per 
cent on home phone calls, and 
a free extended warranty for 
household appliances bought 
with its card. It is also launch- 
ing a Platinum card offering 
enhanced benefits for high 
earning customers. 

The move drew immediate 
attacks from its competitors. 


String of 
closures 
leads to 
loss of 
3,000 jobs 

by nigel Cope 
Associate City Editor 


BRITAIN’S RISING jobless total 
was placed under further pres- 
sure yesterday with a string of 
factory and office closures that 
will lead to 3,000 redundancies. 

Kvaeraer, the Norwegian 
construction group, fed the way, 
with reports that it is planning 
'to restructure its UKoperations 
with the possible loss of 2,000 
jobs at its shipyards in Scotland. 
The company has called a news 
conference on Tuesday to unveil 
a new strategy and structure, 
but Kvaemer refused to say 
whether this indudes job cuts. 

Elsewhere there was a new 
setback for Britain’s mining 
industry when RJB Mining an- 
nounced plans to dose its col- 
liery in Calverton, Notts, with 
the loss of 300 jobs. RJB said the 
higher costs associated with 
accessing new coal seams were 
responsible for the decision, 
with “ongoing operations no 
longer viable”. Production will 
cease next week, with only 
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which have continually sav- 
aged Barclaycard for making 
excessive profits and charging 
an annual interest rate of more 
than 22 per cent 

Low-cost competitors, many 
of them new entrants to the 
market from the United States, 
have succeeded in capturing an 
increasing share of the boom- 
ing market by offering interest 
rates of a fraction of Barclay- 
card’s. Competitors such as 
Capital One, a US credit-card is- 


suer are now offering rates as 
low as 11.9 per cenL Rivals such 
as RBS Advanta, a joint venture 
between Royal Bank of Scot- 
land and the credit-card issuer 
Advanta. are also luring cus- 
tomers away. They offer to take 
on Bardaycard debts at a start- 
ing rate of just 6.9 per cent 
The move represents a dra- 
matic reversal of strategy for 
Barclaycard. Until recently its 
managers hare resisted cutting 
rates, arguing that customers 


would be attracted by added 
extras such as warranties. 

In the City the strategy is 
widely perceived to have failed. 
Barclaycard’s market share, 
which stood at 32 per cent two 
years ago, has now shrunk to 
around 23 percent 

The company has still grown 
its business because the mar- 
ket for cards is expanding by 15 
to 20 per cent a year. But last 
September ft announced it was 
stashing 1.100 jobs, out of a staff 


of 5,000, because of new tech- 
nology’ and the need to cut 
costs. 

John Eaton, managing di- 
rector of Barclaycard. said: “I 
would accept the point that 
people have challenged us on 
value. I don't generally believe 
businesses should build their 
strategies around market share 
alone, but we did of course 
take that into account We are 
not going to be seen in the same 
light as the other traditional 


Colin Richardson, one of 300 Calverton miners told yesterday of the loss of their jobs Kiran Ridley/Page One 


about 40 men kept on to secure 
underground areas and recov- 
er equipment The miners will 
receive three months' redun- 
dancy money plus payments 
based on length of service. 

Calverton was closed by 
British Coal in 1993 and re- 
opened by RJB the year after 
The company said it had con- 
sidered a substantial invest- 


ment in accessing a deeper 
seam with 20 million tonnes of 
recoverable coal but the re- 
serves have a higher sulphur 
content for which there is no 
market 

Aijo Wiggins Appleton, the 
paper group, is closing its 
Cardiff plant with the kiss of 460 
jobs. Arjo is restructuring its 
carbonless and thermal papers 


operations and terminating 
thermal production in Europe. 
With the closure of the Cardiff 
carbonless plant the manufac- 
ture of these products will be 
concentrated at Port William in 
Scotland and Dartford. Kent, as 
well as at two plants in Belgium. 
A plant in France is also clos- 
ing down. 

At Sainsbury's, the super- 


market group described as 
“speculation” reports that it 
plans to dose its Savacentre 
head office with the loss of 300 
jobs. 

The company has been re- 
viewing the Savacentre busi- 
ness and said it would inform 
staff at flie office in Wokingham, 
Berkshire, of the outcome on 
Monday. 


No board bust-up, 
insists Reg Vardy 


Football shares slide as 
Sky is kicked into touch 


REG VARDY. the Sunderland- 
based car dealer, denied there 
had been a boardroom bust-up 
yesterday as it announced the 
resignation of chief executive, 
Graeme Potts. 

The company said Mr Potts, 
41, was leaving to take up a 
position in the car industry 
and that Ms departure was 
“entirely amicable ” However, 
he will be eligible for compen- 
sation for loss of office under 
the terms of his 12-month con- 
trad, which last year paid him 
£290,000. 

“There is no question of a 
bust-up,” Mr Peter Vardy, the 
chairman, said. “1 have biown 
Graeme for years and I wish 
he’d stay forever. But he has 
been here 15 years and feels it 
is time to move on.” 

The company has courted 


BY NIGEL COPE 

further controversy with the an- 
nouncement that Mr Vardy, 
who owns 30 per cent of the 
company, will add the chief ex- 
ecutive’s position to his re- 
sponsibilities as chairman. 

Mr Vardy denied that the 
company was flouting corporate 
governance best practice by 
allowing him to combine the 
two top roles. He said the bal- 
ance of power would be main- 
tained by tbe promotion of 
Robert Dickinson, a non -exec- 
utive director; to non-execu- 
tive deputy chairman. 

In a current trading state- 
ment, Reg Vaniy said trading 
had been strong this year and 
sales in March, when the new 
T registration was introduced, 
were particularly buoyant 


SHARES IN Britain's larger 
quoted football dubs fell sharply 
yesterday after the Govern- 
ment blocked British Sky 
Broadcasting's £623m takeover 
of Manchester United and re- 
ferred cable operator NTLs bid 
for Newcastle United to the 
new Competition Commission. 

Analysts said the two deci- 
sions appeared to rule out any 
farther teds by media groups for 
UK clubs, removing the 
takeover speculation that has 
buoyed the sector since Sky’s 
bid was unveiled in September. 

As well as Manchester Unit- 
ed, which fell 325p to 186p. and 
Newcastle United, which was 
down 9.5p to 76p, Aston Villa - 
which may have expected a 
bid from Carlton if the Man- 
chester United bid had gone 
through -also saw its shares fall 


BY ANDREW GARFIELD 

Financial Editor 

by 47.5p to 5i5p. Tbttenbam 
Hotspur, whose chairman Alan 
Sugar has rebuffed several ap- 
proaches from Enic. the Joe 
Lewis-backed leisure group, 
fell 3p to 76p. while Leeds Sport- 
ing fell 2p to 20p. Shares in 
smaller clubs, seen as less like- 
ly to be taken over by media in- 
terests. were less badly hit 
Nottingham Forest, struggling 
to avoid relegation, rose ip to 
25p. while Loftus Road, owner 
of Flilham, was static at 9p. 

Tony Frahec who manages 
the Siriger& Friedlander's foot- 
ball fund, one of few City 
vehicles for football club in- 
vestors. said the City dearly 
thought yesterday’s decisions 
had put paid to hopes of a bid 


frenzy in the football sector. 

However, he said in the 
longer run, by blocking Sky the 
Government may have inad- 
vertently opened tbe way to a 
higher bid by a continental Eu- 
ropean dub. which it might 
find harder to oppose. France's 
Canal Plus owns Paris Saint- 
Germain. while Mediaset, Silvio 
Berlusconi's television empire, 
owns FC Milan. 

“If Mediaset were to bid for 
United, there would be nothing 
to stop Sty bidding for Mediaset 
The EU has not shown any in- 
clination to stop media compa- 
nies taking over football dubs. 
I don’t regard this as bad news. 
Murdoch was getting United 
without any competition. I have 
no doubt there will be another 
bid,” said Mr Frahen 

Outlook, page 19 


AROUND THE WORLD'S MARKETS 


banks.” He said the bank was 
also cutting out hidden charges 
such as penalties for late pay- 
ment and exceeding card cred- 
it limits. 

The City yesterday said the 
move had been forced on Bar- 
claycard by the competition. 
Inigo Edsberg. a senior analyst 
at WestLB Panxnure. said: 
“This is purely a defensive 
move. And ultimately the prof- 
itability of Barclaycard will fall 
as it should do because it is far 
too profitable." 

Competitors were quick to 
strike back. Mark Austin, mar- 
keting manager of RBS Ad- 
vanta. said: "While we 

welcome Barclaycard s at- 
tempt to keep pace with other 
issuers by chipping away at 
their rate, consumers 
shouldn't have to wait Millions 
cau still reduce their bill by 
around two thirds, simply by 
switching cards." 

Outlook, page 19 




THREE of the UK’s biggest 
water companies yesterday 
threw down the gauntlet in their 
battle with the water regulator 
Ofwat, over the amount they can 
charge customers for the next 
five years. Only one, Thames 
water: is proposing a cut in bflis. 

Thames, the country’s 
largest water and sewerage 
company, proposed cutting bflis 
by 5 per cent in theyear 2000, tak- 
ing £I0off the average biU of £205. 
But it wants bills to rise by 2.5 
per cent above inflation in the 
succeeding four years. 

Scottish Power, owner of 
Southern Water; brushed aside 
demands fora cut, proposing to 
raise bills 3.5 per cent next year 
and 3 per cent above inflation 
until 2005. Bristol Water wants 
an initial rise in real terms of 15 
per cent next year and 1 percent 
each year until 2005. 

The proposals are in stark 
contrast to demands for hefty’ 
price cuts from Ian Byati 
director-general of Ofwat last 
October. In Southern’s case, he 
wanted a 17.5 per cent price cut 
next year. 

Nigel Hawkins, utilities ana- 
lyst at Williams de Broe, said: 
“There’s a gap between the pro- 
posals of Oftrat and Thames 
Water; but with Scottish FViwer 
it's more like a chasm.” 

All water companies haw 
been told to hand Ofwat their 
proposals for cutting bills while 
paying out for major environ- 
mental improvements de- 
manded by the Government. 

“Our plan wfll provide greater 
environmental improvements 
and delivers stable price regime 
over the entire price control pe- 
riod in line with our customers' 
preferences.” said Ian Russell 
chairman of Southern Whter. 

Mr Byatt has indicated he is 
likely to soften his proposals 
because of the scale of invest- 
ment the water companies will 
have to make under the Gov- 
ernment's environmental pro- 
gramme. 

Thames Water is planning to 
Invest £2.5bn to enhance the 
taste and appearance of drink- 
ing water, and to improve efflu- 
ence flowing into shallow rivers. 
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LONDON 


THE FTSE 100 finished just below 
its dosing high but set another 
trading high The index topped 
6,500 for the first time; it ended 34.9 
up at 6,472.8. Supporting shares 
were also ahead. 

Thursday’s base-rate cuts 
helped interest-sensitive shares 
such as retailers and property. 
Kingfisher moved to a new high, 
gaining 38.5p to 890p, and Land 
Securities rose 2L5p to 840p. 
Strong figures from Sun Life & 
Provincial boosted insurance. 

Derek Pain, page 19 


NEW YORK 


BLUE CHIPS sank as profit 
taking set in after three record- 
breaking sessions this week. The 
Dow average was down 53 points 
to 10,144 In the early afternoon. 
“It is Friday, so maybe they are 
cashing in,” said Larry Wachtel 
at Prudential Securities. 

Analysts said stocks received 
an early boost from news that 
US wholesale prices rose by just 
0.2 per cent in March despite 
higher oil prices. But this was 
not sufficient to quell the bout of 
profit taking. 


TOKYO 


THE NIKKEI 225 closed flat as 
investors took profits after it 
surged past 17.000 in the morning 
for the first time since 30 March 
last year, traders said. At the dose, 
the Nikkei was 8-94 points, 0.05 
per cent up at 16,855.63. June 
Nikkei futures stood 70 points 
higher at 16,850. 

The index leapt above 17,000 
after a record close in New York 
fuelled hopes of a global rally, and 
as sharp Interest rate cuts in the 
euro zone led to talk that investors 
would look to shift funds to Japan. 


HONG KONG 


THE HANG SENG Index dosed 
up 186.26 points at 11.914.10. 
another year's high, on 
expectations of local interest 
rate cuts following Thursday's 
cuts in Europe. Key rates were 
cut by 0.25 per cent to 8.50 per 
cent after the market closed. 

Traders said the market 
appeared to well supported at 
its current levels despite the 
weak economic fundamentals, 
and that next week should see 
the Hang Seng index test the 
12.000-point leveL 


FRANKFURT 


SHARES CLOSED on the back of 
Thursday's euro rate cut, with 
more foreign investors trading on 
the German market. The Xetra 
DAX dosed at 5,133.92, up 66.16, 
while the floor DAX ended at 
5,124.18, up 55.43. Raders said the 
market lost some of its optimism 
on reports that Russia was 
targeting missiles at some 
European countries. 

BASF dosed up 6.78 per cent, 
and Bayer up 3.43 per cent, after 
several banks issued strong 
recommendations. 
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IXxCX . 
25 <00 . 
175 .00 62 
65 x OX - 
2025 i- 1 X 39 
1 DJ OX SI 
4>3 OX 61 
1775 x OX 51 
900 (5 14.7 
6525 OX 22 
287 5 0 0 12 
m IX 79 
30351-15 34 
4850 107545 
1065 OX 4 X 
915 OX 77 


360 -*X JJ 
175 OX 
1860 DX 92 
4875 25 31 
66 X OX 106 
4 »S 85 41 
520 00 60 
925 00 9 X 
675 OX 197 
925 OX 69 
ZOO -IX SI 
4200 06 65 
2235 x 35 35 
615 Q 0 95 


CmWng 

Coa-CaaBsf 
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OvyOMCn 
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Dm 

bp«a Dines 
W 3 YJ 
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IWm 8 

HcMSVtD 
IMm foods 
PlOMBp 
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MbMsaiU) 

RomE«» 

UULlH 

feranawF* 

Mode 


Wta Gts W 


1505 Y OX . 

53 tU 0 
495 DO 81 
411-5 -U 39 
2210 0 0 69 
1500 EX 4.7 
825 OX 5.6 
615 -25 *04 
6875 -ISX 21 
m» 1-20523 
STX 00 72 
100 0 - 0.6 
325 - 5 X 51 
2615 X 5 13 
370 D 5 32 
1335 i*i 5 93 
1130 10 31 
895 00 I 1 > 
4380 30 32 

13 8 OX 61 
2250 00 33 
IMS 0.0 72 
795 -IX 119 
T 79 Q DO 7.7 
IMXiOD 44 
1435 1 0 6.6 
1100 X 5 7.1 
635 « 00 . 
1115 -10 *S 
1610 OX 29 
4*5 DO 99 
40*5 -135 *5 
1345 x 15 23 
4205 -<X 67 
56715 U 12 
185-0 i *3 65 
5 S 5 OX 37 


WISES 

fWCEffJ CH 6 (P) %CH 8 


FALLS 


CH 6 fl»| %C« 


VFDBCtrica 485.00 
Maactastar D 166 JB 
OxtadUstr 199 J» 
MncastloBa 755 S 
AstmVUn 488 - 0 ° 
Leeds Sort! 20.75 
FwtUxOH L 25 
DC Mwoert 185 J» 
CsMc 327 - 5 B 

LonduCtata 14540 


TOP ao VOLUMES at 5 pm 

am m. S»t HL SKk BL BBS *>L 

9 MB THmr 9^19 Bin tata Bow Pic 24 . 73 a Brit Akcac Pk UUta Us«f Pic SJ&C 

tesflt 34 J 7 * BP tan Pk ISXta WUIta ID^ta BiBflIr*a»*Pfc Ula 

Miwtau fixup 2996 a A]cVnba 1299 a Mapey( 6 |M ID- 17 " BxrtafSertwO 794 a 

JtataaMnrBav tamer Pic HJia UqtalDtaMpTOXU MBOdhaBecsii 7 JSa 

2 U 4 a Baa Bee Pic 1092 a HolktaFfc 99 ta KBe 792 a 


Pemwvn 

1 S 5.00 

18 J 0 

Wowssto 

1 E 2 L 5 B 

18 X 0 

aeHiiwB 

75 JB 

5 J» 

ScrettaOdgs 

116 JB 

ua 

C&; Cietn 
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StDIBtoUM 

15 & 5 B 

lua 

ArcaAa Grp 

263 X 93 

1750 

VhtosloglE 

7 MB 

4 M 

Stenraid M 11 S 5 QJH 

HUB 

Bril laretl Co 

557 JM 

83 L 0 Q 


HOUR BY HOUR 


IS 91 SHtlo 11 U U 

45 S SI U 3509 65 29 

165 109 MEnenu fan 1630 00 30 

125 TO M tad UMta 31 5 00 . 

503 401 tfMxtMOeil 4735 x- 3 X 29 

1.035 765 teH* 7700 05 03 

(85 8 ? toamaius 1075 -IS - 

167 n Stance M 775 -30 

248 151 Cm LK ZS?J> -30 Qfl 

150 14 CW& HI 23 0 08 

1 SSl C 7 CaWYHoa 4 S 59>15 35 
130 Si o™ ScWfcGp 970 DX 

199 120 turns 6 m 191 0 OX 

31 147 Waugh 2850 00 14 

5 TO 505 town 5550 *08 18 

237 115 LonCtvM 1530 DO 22 

4 flr 30 HSSSX-&U 4150 00 U 

5 15 305 NvcDAnenhen 534 X *8 H 

TOO 621 SoaScug 852 X 77 X IX 

653 230 SWMOhgn * 15 X MX 

227 97 SncUtUflonse 15 i 5 00 02 

196 US SoxMMb* J620 -i S 45 

56 11 lemaUb 16 X 00 ■ 

407 174 Ptemtfcw 3035 00 78 


Qbbii 

6*375 


11:00 

6 * 59.1 

1 B 212 

15:00 

too 

6*875 

Op M 

1 MO 

6461 J 

Oil 219 


19 M 

8596 X 

up mj 

11-00 

i«g 

6 * 40-9 

94475 

SI 

Up IB 
Op 9.7 

mwek 

Ctes 


7 H 498 MEax« 5141 -49 U 21.2 4514 302 

556 W BaBeW EiH 4599 U U 2 U 4443 187 

ni 441 Uha 4959 U 99 111 5 BZ 5 «* 


9*0 MS PMwta 


7109 xU 79 -I 


Anpons 325 QX 99 

Ua ®15 « 25 27 

ttam 135 Q 0 70 

MMTm 1015 00 K 5 

A*»^uOr 0 1305 50 91 


1 731 <36 SWIM 5959 749 4.7 10 X 6927 ® 

685 bh ihumipni sax u u Una 

751 522 1 W *8e X 7 ZX x-£X 4 J 40 X 2756 


SO }1 AAFMus 
17S 175 ttdey 
81 52 AflgregaeW 

480 290 Aim 
iU 132 AKC 

S 3 $18 Araey 

260 128 Anm i 3 *y 

S 2 INI Arepan « 

37 n 6 Mtou 
57 31 AttKWE Bp 

119 69 BjggotteU 

J« D Bsna 
3*1 156 Banai Ce* 

T£ 13 Beam 
102 217 max/ 
res 333 town 
tw irs BesOts 
25 6 BX» 

JI 9 212 Biueunfc 
315 160 Bom (H 9 »»l 

TIB 158 Bow Mom*, 
-■SS IM BP3t X»s 
170 76 BrerioaHie 

149 75 Brecon 

47 23 Bnonno Grp 

i 35 76 avrtfie 

160 86 «L« 

156 o can 

310 82 Creadon 

43 15 CosanBp 

113 S> Bxiayte 
149 Si i^eanatn 
1 124 614 OW 
123 67 CiE*s»Bfl 

161 26 DarevCA 

57 33 Ejxbw* 

li 5 112 Epni 

128 76 Faroes flUgs 


795 * OX . 128 1566 
MOD ED OX 9 7 7728 
73 f .-05 30 171 T 2 D 3 
3190 DO *9 ill 1699 
22 * X 05 32 128 1071 
6610 ( 00 21 15 6 2370 
1550 • 00 17 160 H 30 
»15 45 *5 151 6053 
230 95 13 709 3572 
555 60 39 7 B 5302 
955 DX 52 10 * *958 
365 00 51 99 1765 

322 5 itlX 38 IIS 1101 
207 5 > 95 ** lOJ 11*4 
3525 SJ 36 93 1105 
aid OX IX 112 1675 
I 4 fij -25 60 5 / 1690 
73 *00 132 35 5816 

3555 .100 *6 159 2 E 71 
1925 OS 56 71 17 QB 

337 6 0 0 3 4 12 2 2670 

X o KX 42 179 UBi 
13*5 -10 3.1 20 7 3719 
1150 M 64 102 3*49 
*25 00 57 39 62*1 

1325 ■ JX >3 10.1 113 * 

15 15 10 36 94 J 673 

650 x 00 117 5 X 1813 

was - 1 J ao . 5272 
SO » 00 _ . 1162 

10*6 -10 4 ’ 79 1921 

1435 00 IX 86 1165 

11399 -10 00 215 3922 
B 15 00 67 64 1956 
SO 00 ?i . 34 S 
43 0 0 0 1 3 15.7 4250 

1516 00 7 S 7* 5756 

12 JS « i 5 05 89 *336 


456 23 * MX 
2 ffl 60 AcgmBlW 
7 D 15 AUK* 
Z. 125 H 1 J UXTOU 
IS 3 Amaral 
36 18 Art* 

3.193 715 ARM 
B 3 3 * Ate Bp 
183 37 BCC 

160 193 Bfcx 

605 307 Onffope 
150 88 (MW 

39 II On 
IB 4 CnanroHAup 
70 39 Date 

312 156 UvTucMHga 

133 69 ULUHl 

913 310 Crete? 6 * 
353 S Denta 5 p 
14 ] 91 iv» 

545 193 OmnPiu 
70 38 Owing 8 Ms 

'320 216 ItaftMp 
28 il Emss 
581 231 Faxeyta 

856 358 nunc 
21 10 hxmaOMPi 

893 281 Mural Bxc 
a l? kucaiBn 
150 115 UaPiMv 
279 iffi un.no 

191 14 USHRU 

S 48 235 «T 

372 162 Matins 

192 52 Walton . 

119 » Hwnon 

311 165 Press 
39 9 PwtaCkltsp 

990 20 * Pte 

446 262 tel 
98 30 RataacBp 

5 ® 297 MnOTr 
9 B 30 An Bp 
2 1 Boon* 


3 7 Area* To 

275 77 tedIWm 
413 233 B*t IPrCf 

>31 73 taoAmm 
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Btxk IPOEt] 3360 (00 26 

tea Aim 1065 00 59 


» 
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BO. 00 

. 
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?4 

1 $ CUM 

20 6 1 8 

63 

74 217 $ 

363 

96 Sawte 

1.025 660 GtesonMJ 

7750 -50 

32 

64 22 D 4 

GO 

ft Shmanu 
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106 Gramm Fig 

1460 x 00 

50 

131 1372 

51 

27 Syiwafc 
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149 HafcKd J 
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#0 
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22 

6 XaMttM) 

612 

2 SS tea 

580 J Idi 

u 

135 IBM 

ao 

25 MmPk 

146 

3 HjwbX* Earn 

6*5 OX 

9 2 

4 4 E 72 

350 

» Tflbjwc 

2 K 

13 * faworn. 

164 0.00 

65 

90 1255 

69 

26 T 9 

n? 

106 Newden-Sr 

1£5 50 

34 

12.7 253 

1 » 

1 M TfapeffW) 

TO 

in heywoKW 

2420 i a$ 

65 

95 2291 

160 

3S tad Sys 

il 

36 bSdta 

10 $ OX 

4.1 

172 1*6 

94 

43 HtmLo/c 

286 

193 JJ-bit 

2300 - 6 b 

38 

ill 

52 

14 fan T«cn 

738 

*53 J»*S 

1575 -75 

24 

J 7 l 7554 

79 

18 AM 

IQ 

4 JdtnMwMd 

55 DO 


. 2661 

660 

379 VUro 

BO 

155 JoaoWGr 

3225 OX 

46 

94 2354 

267 

173 bbech 

253 

Oil 

id tea 

1 <A IGnrrm 

ftSO.OO 
nin »ns 

12 

47 

125 1792 
1611 

163 

rfa 

51 Mr 


4*75 00 
2336 -66 
SO -10 
17 S 0 X 50 
463 00 
ro 10 
29300 -625 
BIS • OX 
10 B 5 25 
1905 - 5 X 
4485 (190 

143 -IX 

*5 xax 
695 QJ 
7210 tOO 
635 ax 
3 SSX OX 
690 .-25 
1415*20 

5400 ax 
425 tax 
2575 DO 
205 oa 

3 * 1 X IX 
8*15 31 0 
17 J* 0 X 
5 SU IBM 
190 x OX 
1525 *-25 
27115*25 
255 ax 
4 WUK 0 X 
mo -305 
1510 , 2 X 
. KX 4 - 4 X 
2300 . ta 
135 I ax 
9855*75 
«T 5 40 
315 -05 
309 X xQX 
365 x 00 
10 00 
2515 .-20 
1515 25 
270 *15 
355 15 
153 -05 
74 X ax 
SIX -30 
405 OX 
113 X (-05 
50 X 00 
725 45 
415 05 


33 136 7671 
1527 
. 1298 
_ 3 B 2 B 
15 - 4*15 

74 7 3 159 F 
i ^ 264 5 297 * 

. 109 
U - 11 IH 

9.7 74 1607 
33 18.7 1118 

. 533 1775 

- - 912 

. 30 1834 

IS 21.7 115 ? 
403033 2220 
105 78 1799 
SJ X 5 6448 
. 14 5270 

59 219 1175 
09 150 1996 
95 7.1 1996 
IX 218 2002 
*3 77 130 
38 560 4732 
03 493 4732 
_ . 2156 

U 2 U 1 HI 
.. _ 5797 

43 H 1 6219 
35 153 7342 

54 B 5 3545 

_ I 6 U 
ifl 90 1368 
OJ , _ ; 2240 . 

-25 -J 8 X W 
u : _ 2798 
03 331 7270 
'IX — *1 2906 

4.7 19.7 3419 
33 17 6 37*2 

. 166 3 J 7 S 
_ 44*6 
U 13 X B 8 » 

75 75 6129 

5 X _ 1574 
63 115 3036 

- - 032 

25 55 143 
01 - 1041 

1 U *5 7015 

55 52 3069 

45 73 7257 

_ s® 
25 109 1074 
_ - 41 ® 

73 94 3232 

49 _ Cl 7 

. 2583 


>50 Kr*) 3 P» 
si LwgiJj 
Si ungU|A 
» LftB AM 
13(1 men 
66 UaH? 
i» itmftfe 
1 ® UcAKHe A 
111 U&ffli&S 

;m un« n 
tea ua&n swa» 
woman 

90 UcxteiJ 
45 Haw*. 

U* IMwimai 
75 WErtajw 

*8 ntngni 

7 raunsca'tTM 
97 P«Ws 
95 PQMJK 
83 Wiwrnfl 
07 PIS Ed 
12 $ ReowiCs 
S-T RUC 
71 HoOuuW 
"> PugoyCp 
65 Russ* (Mai 
i 47 seam 
IS) ShSIKit 
89 5*3 
5 SpungPj m 
33 Benue 
iX Taunx 
’05 By Hones 
1 J 4 

207 nhcrylnq 
350 Iran Penn; 

11 Try Bp 
165 MWrant 
73 m» Cirew 
15 ihBc 
21 W£ 

51 WxpdBS 

9 1 varesmei 
26 Wad Hldgs 
145 '.insnaxj 
10 mgges 

485 '.-toontwde. 
9 S WSSonC 

?i wneqrG 

it tapiiw 
5 ." AmmuGe 
? Ssxei 
I 685 BOG 
7 i Bunn 
196 BPVffl 

2?6 91 ?' 

1 $62- Bunoe Etsua 
MO Bode 
69 SUBSH 
IK EXslftm 
$1 fcsomCtt 

33 hoatnlrel 
1411 1 CJ 

82 BrecnGg 
297 Liter? 

S 3 Ueanx 
26 Mrecsm 
ij Uejuca 
ia Pww* 

TO SCSI 
ns maw 
5 55 

12 X PMOGO 
m VipeCao 
73 2 attHants 


DisrmBUTOBs 


1535 -75 OX 
2 B 5 « 00 43 
2955*00 42 
40 0 • 00 - 

1925(60 4 7 
13*0 OX 54 
1690 00 48 
1 SS DO 5 * 
1965 -25 39 
1300 *0 43 
2775 x 00 32 
3195 00 24 
1155 i ED 51 
63 S 00 36 
2435 i 60 48 
075 05 3 X 
770 10 67 
110 DO . 
1 D 65 i OX 4 X 
1560 ( 2 0 32 

mo oo 5 J 
175 X. 0 D 39 
3390 ( 65 Z* 
£27 0 190 *0 
615 0 Q 75 
10 $X 30 4 8 
1305 50 15 
2265 > 00 56 
17$5 • 00 45 
1560 1-05 62 
75 03 15 
BOX 1-05 56 
1125 > 33 61 
II? 5 IX 82 
1760 U 33 
24 * 5 ( 10 4 8 
5305 IDO 2 fi 
210 liO 55 
«65 00 1 7 
760 (00 05 
205 ( 0 0 6 9 
ID 5 i 00 . 

5 iX OX 95 
137 $ 00 55 
S 5 OQ 51 
»85 05 U 
161 ( Q 1 . 

695.0 Ti 25 
1485 DO *2 
1635*45 4 J 
4650 00 31 


151 5 ■ DX 
515 OX 
63 00 
948 J MX 
100 5 3 0 
0192 > OX 
3475 -50 
9150 50 
02*5 00 
930 ( 00 
1 X 15 DO 
MS 00 
*35 »00 
ST 2 J 11 JJS 
l?l X (00 
5905 27 X 

1310 ax 
770 00 
145 ao 
1525(10 
1142 CQ 
1825 -10 
412 5 r DO 

nos ax 
2800 (- 4.0 
1330 i-*fl 


51 HO 2358 
47 19 5183 

1 SJ 32 3073 
UH 9 SX 1 I 3 B 

35 114 ms ' 

50 105 1757 

*1 21 J 17 ® 

51 21 .* 1138 

76 149 1167 
57 13 J 530 
72 75 1193 

54 111 W 7 
41 15 DX 6*26 
U 7 U 1012 
59 190 23 X 8 
*5 15 J 1297 
57 90 *231 
7.0 72 3590 
Cl 30 3021 

49 ... 7503 

67 114 J 81 S 1 

36 15.1 *932 

50 4 J KW , 
10 X I 3 X 1509 ' 
46 160 3310 
64 U 403 1 


800 Sp 74 X 05 115 

AH 1476 x 00 17 

taemcGp KCJ -05 TOO 

AM 1725 1 15 3 1 

Apdbias mo ax $7 

teem 257 X OX 49 

ten $ Lacy 1225 * 2 X 79 

A 5 W US (05 - 

Babcock W B 55 15 L 2 

BBA 4595 (65 21 

Bnqm 7 oa oa 67 

BtecHxd 2205 00 *J 

SusdnAec 90j -0.3 

Bute 7960 -115 17 

BUI Aim 4 KJj 7 J IJ 

HSU ISO 51 97 

an Ms zm u is 

Bteugn 775 DO B 5 

B» 91 X 10 X $7 

CvnaLannuesmo-m OB 
Cartn 16 X -05 xi 

Crete 1165 OX 114 

Categs 1655 OX 4.7 

□oner 3610 (00 94 

Oenmg mix OX *( 

Cuqure 1425 IX 9 X 

OrteBUrai 1650 00 5 J 

Cdbftan 9525 OX IS 

Cddson 1475 x 15 68 

BMttWia- 2090 x 00 48 

aecoHUgs SO O 0 2-8 

bvmd 585 (-25 5 * 

fata 1265 -IX *4 

F* 1 * 17 X 00 K 

1 firtiBBSX SB 0B 4 J 

: n mo - 0 B so 

GE 1 370 -15 115 

i aprad 2015 75 IS 

HateUate 6*0 00 61 

i HUEno i 860 OX 7 J 

: Mm 990 05- 18 

1 Krereme *60 OX 75 

HW* *60 OX 108 

M 2745 ( 9 X 56 

l JfcwH *755 40 JX 

i LQreUerGa 3350 00 30 

i S 3 ax 02 

' UagAm 1905 05 86 

> tatatm 4260 OX 59 

taflpB 1765.00 34 

Manta 815 00 65 

I IUR 3 1400 OX 70 


rb 

find Stow 

M 

GP 
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HafattEh 

HUMP 
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WtEnun 

M 

AtaonH) 
LQanterGp 
inm pi 
Uateona 
tatabM 


13 $ 

75 AUOfiFOI 

1&4 

08 ABSWOW) 

25 

i® ASn OtsSJs 

3*0 

UO AznaWondi 

2 

l taSiEnj 

lit 

K tiytxBfC! 

?r 

S Bxarrigflsrtr 

36 

Q 8 Bcgeeto 

135 

ill Srsmna 

i: 

6 Eridgerel 

116 

K BiJFmnp 

«K 

3 » SS 

373 

275 Salty* 

176 

TiJ Catenfa 

;$ 

>7 CooklOCl 

ift 

103 DtQHrianU 


135 0 Q 67 
ISO 00 JX 
215 0.0 1.7 
1525 00 14.1 
06 t 00 . 

-•45 *05 51 
- r . 

MB OX U 
46*0 i -10 44 
60 * OX _ 

1135 OX 5 J> 
3890 00 72 
525 OX 60 
1125 00 33 
17 X 00 179 
1690 OX 71 


UttfOmnA mo 00 92 

UOtelCfa 223 X 25 82 

nxmxnen ISO ( 1 X 0 

WKoailna 1275 00 65 

MteWRc - .. 

Bet* 1725 10 52 

AdBOSiUI 350*00 . 

m hw mo 23 10 

tan* 3900 i OX 32 

Robot 37 X QO 34 

SwnrErej 1485 OX 34 

5 wr*Ma* 2925 DO *9 

tom MU flUMUU 

Spax-Mm 490 0 ( OO 39 

Baton Sip inXlOS X< 

tertogW 34.0 OX U 

nap 42 DXH 1 X 4.4 

tam ( 2*3 ox . 

Tonjfe 275 DO 1 IX 

rr&w iss xo 6 * 

Ufeltecunes 4065 x -20 U 

UAMdma 540 OX 6 2 

VttnGre iaX (50 ei 

v*c 5 S 0 10 34 

tKOggrlhl 9110 00 40 

ita* sis oo so 

nurCo fflid.X * S 

Mtei 645 * 20 11 X 

teed Grp 57 X 05 6-1 

Han 635 X(Dfl 31 


S 4 1433 
_ 1514 
*7 JSJfi 
135 1481 
Ol 3946 
U 1905 
5.1 1276 

- 7526 
09 2893 

2(7 1891 
59 1730 

72 4086 
. SOI 

153 1705 
11.1 10 W 
113 45 ® 
1 U 1429 
109 1777 
03 6*08 
495 2298 
40 X 5878 
5 6 643 
9 X 1822 
61 6281 

90 140 

5.4 2609 
119 isn 
2 tj :i 46 
197 1299 
131 MS 
191 2031 

74 1207 
3*3 1310 
161 313 * 
7» 1381 
135 1206 

15.4 1225 
. 131 

GX 2 S 3 * 
JX 352 
14 4 2254 
88 3627 
24 2 5172 

91 1268 
102 1280 
112 4849 

SX 2*37 
99 2550 

12.4 1 E 4 
17 1 2576 
10 S 13 S 

- MU 
ill 

3101 2 SM 
1741 

75 4119 
195 5166 
07 1398 

70 0 2844 
128 X 447 
208 1403 
. 1981 
13 X 1*28 

67 ?£ 1 * 
IBJ KS 7 
20 3 1439 
WW H 5 * 
7 J 2996 
155 £607 

- SOW 

73 IKS 
64 5452 
1*1 1390 
400 1493 

_ 5731 
93 3221 
13 f 7205 
9 X 1*89 
105 I 49 d 
B .1 M *2 

68 5807 
166 3262 


CHpmmft: 

i Omul* On 975 ■ DO - 
CmblAyda *25 00 75 
CteMAttx 805 0 D <2 
ComA IV 1015 OX SQ 
Cnraddsle* 1665 00 106 
I Dniv&n* SO -20 90 
D»«roE« 810 35 7.7 
EdpnBOnds Hio • 15 39 
fBGp 175 OX 278 

6 rensWanreSp 3775 x -25 39 
HresanGo 9 £ * oo 
I**yS FW btow 885 05 06 
HltegP 1 D 50 00 99 
HataceSUAppaal 840 ( 00 . 

MPM ISO OX OO 

jeoato i3so ao roe 

KamodAn C 35 x -15 
LHAWQMiti 1940*00 7.4 
Unn 435 x 00 . 

Leeds Go 525 0 X 167 
te|OT&m 475(00 

IldMe 97 X ■ OX 93 

OsbaneOUt 3975 OX 02 
POToatA 238 0 OX 93 
PtewOKb 3050 OX 13 
FtaxBMte 1075 00 4 2 
fed 1375 * 00 54 

WxvnMan 1425 OX 107 
IriHC G 6 JI 45 U 
Men 3050 i DO $9 

RwafBMM BX *00 
StawdAi SS 00 159 
States 2 DB 5 OX 6.7 
SHHr 565 x 00 100 

S&tog ax OX 1 M 

Sam 65 X 0 X 119 

tamfeu 5 BXeJL 5 

VpBA 7 S 6 *-)X ,94 

YMrerGBaA 48 X.JOS 46 

WOTJWMg 416 OX J 1 

ItanwonGm ao 00 100 

HMyde 575 OX SX 


IMZWefc 9005 1 U 

MnOamre MS JUi 3 i 
BBtedSto 1145 OX 7.1 
atenxGo lax axnx 
CM 1 BZXJ 05 1.7 
OateTsjtr 3015 OLD 20 
am tar Fad 1135 0 X 14.1 
debtee 1615 OX 4 J 
OknlM 5625(00 25 

EnMuc m ax iu 

6 uw« * UBre Ha v ii 1$5 00 3 i 

h nu ix ix 

Hsse 1765 OX 24 
nmiHks 2575 -65 fi 
JedUaydlta 3165 00 65 
Oi 1 S 5 -IX 

LmUtl FnJntJi 795 00 67 
LBJT U 1 X -05 69 

Octem 745 OO 17 


FAC in* 

FKPSc 
F 4 C 6*0 
F&CFfC 
FAC V* 
FACUSSm 
FACta&IT 

Aren 1000 SC 

GT japan 

faifagPac 

Gjn 6 *pn 

GanFwgmo. 

6m fafi So* 

GsiSuwfnii 

Orel sot Cos 
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OreRdHdaili 
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dMAsucRae 
Com tan 5 mCo 
GoA&ngUVi 
GdlbHlK 

SmOSPio 

cpta 

01 *il Ab 
h San UP Em 
rimElecAGffi 
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HoUHthC 
FHM jap SnCu 
tedSatCU 
hhh lata la 
Hs*} 7 B PaoJlr 
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Football and business don’t mix 


THE FINDINGS of the Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission against 
BSfeyB are so unequivocal that it 
seems hard to bdieve any merger be- 
tvveen a broadcaster and a Premier 
League football dub will now be al- 
lowed to go ahead Hie Corarnission’s 
principal concern was that Sky's 
takeover of Manchester United 
would adversely affect competition 
between broadcasters for TV rights. 
But to this, the Commission added 
a second, more general concern - 
that the merger would "damage the 
quality of British football" by rein- 
forcing the (fivision between larger: 
richer dubs and smaller, poorer 
ones. 

The rights and wrongs of these 
conclusions are for others to debate. 
The effect however; is significantly 
to reduce the commercial and in- 
vestment potential of football That 
there was ever anything to be had 
in this department was, perhaps, al- 
ways something of an illusion. 

As businesses, football dubs tend 
to be badly, sometimes corruptly, 
managed organisations which nei- 
ther abide by, nor aspire to, the usual 
rules of publicly quoted companies. 
Often they struggle to make a prof- 
it, let alone a decent return. Because 
success on the pitch is regarded as 



Outlook 

a greater priority than the quality of 
the accounts, any surplus funds 
tend invariably to be ploughed back 
into ever more expensive players. 

It is often said that Sky’s deal with 
the Premiership has transformed the 
finances of the game. The reality is 
that it has transformed the pockets 
of its leading players. With few ex- 
ceptions, the financial strength of the 
chibs has hardly improved at all, de- 
spite all Rupert Murdoch's money. 

The upshot is that the great bulk 
of these companies are not worth 
what they sell foe Certainly, present 
valuations seem hard to justify if bids 
by broadcasters are now’ to be ruled 
out of court, confining these chibs to 
their cash starved, uncommercial 


past This applies not just to those 
dubs immediate^ affected by the rul- 
ings - Manchester United and New- 
castle United -but to the broad mass 
of other quoted football dubs too. Un- 
bundling the Premier League cartel, 
allowing clubs to sell TV rights in- 
dividually perhaps through pay-per- 
view. could help the game financially 
but the benefit wiD again be confined 
largely to the top dubs. 

Investors were chasing a mirage 
when they piled into these compa- 
nies. The MMC has spelt this out in 
black and white. It is apparently per- 
fectly all right for broadrasters to own 
and generate their own conLent 
when it comes to news, drama and 
popular entertainment But when it 
comes to sport, forget it For sport 
it seems, different rules apply. The 
same might be said about sport and 

stock market investment The two of 
them just don’t seem to mix. 

Credit cards 

YOUR STARTER FOR 10. You have a 
choice of two crediL cards: one, 
from Capital One Bank. levies a fee 
of 11.9 per cent APR on its ac- 
counts. The other from Barclaycard, 
charges 19.9 per cent APR. Other- 


wise there is little to differentiate the 
two, apart from the fact that one is 
better known than the other 

That in a nutshell, is the problem 
faced by Bardaycard. which an- 
nounced yesterday that it is cutting 
the rate it charges holders of its card 
by l per cent from its previously-ex- 
tortionate levels. The news, while no 
doubt welcome to Bardaycard's 
seven million customers, is unlike- 
ly to reverse the growing trend 
towards cheaper and more com- 
petitive issuers. 

Whereas even a decade ago. Bar- 
daycard’s dominance of the market 
meant huge profits for its parent. 
Barclays Bank, the same no longer 
applies today. 

Advances in technology make it 
far easier for new entrants to deliv- 
er competitive products. In the past 
three or four years a dutch of new 
issuers, particularly from the US. 
have launched cards which charge 
as little as half the amount Bar- 
clay card does. 

In the past, Barclaycard could 
point to the fact that the vast majority 
of its cardholders, two- thirds or 
more, paid off their debts at the end 
of each month. They therefore in- 
curred no charges, extortionate or 
otherwise, and the meantime ben- 


efited from Bardaycard's loyalty 
points system. 

But times have changed. Surveys 
show that the proportion of card- 
holders who pay their debts off in full 
each month has dropped to 50 per 
cent Up to a quarter carry their bal- 
ance (another name for debt) in- 
definitely. making minimum 
payments and rolling over the rest 
Users' increased willingness to 
manage rather than pay off their 
card debt means low-charging is- 
suers are bound to become winners 
in the credit card war 

Barclaycard has applied ail the 
usual tricks to inspire loyalty but in 
the end the offer of a free toaster to 
those silly enough to run up debts 
of £3,000 on their credit card won’t 
help much if such a debtor is pay- 
ing £300 a year more than he or she 
needs to for the loan. 

Moreover, whereas once upon a 
time a Barclaycard was one of the 
few means available to pay for 
something in a shop without cash, 
the same no longer applies today. 

Debit cards which simply deduct 
the money from a bank account are 
now commonplace. Flexible mort- 
gages, particularly those which 
come as part and parcel of a bank 
account, complete with credit card 


linked to the prevailing mortgage 
rate, are growing in popularity. 

The fragmentation of the credit 
market means greater competition 
and lower profits for everyone, in- 
cluding Barclaycard. Its inability to 
respond in time has already led to 
1500 redundancies for its staff in the 
past few months and a slump in mar- 
ket share. Yesterday’s rate cut will 
do little to halt the erosion in Bar- 
daycanfs position. It was both too 
little and too late. 

Electra/3i 

IF there is one thing that can be safe- 
ty predicted about 3i's bid for the rival 
venture capital trust Eledra, it is that 
the outcome will be very dose. With 
the proxies now Sowing ahead of 
Thursday’s EGM, advisers are 
preparing themselves fora rerun of 
the CalEnergy bid for Northern 
Electric, which was dedded by a 
mere 2000 votes. Since 3i has made 
its offer conditional on Electra share- 
holders rejecting their manage- 
ment's alternative restructuring 
programme, the EGM will in effect 
decide the outcome of the bid 

Brian Larcombe, the 3i chief ex- 
ecutive, has adopted a very high-risk 


strategy for 3i by refusing to come 
up with the knockout bid the market 
wanted to see. If he pulls it off he 
will look very dever. But Electra 
shareholders should think long and 
hard before accepting his mixof cash 
and 31 shares. 

Until the Inland Revenue holed 
Electra's defence earlier this week 
by ruling that the taxman was enti- 
tled to a share of Electra's planned 
£544m buyback, Michael Stoddard 
and his team seemed to have the bet- 
ter of the play. 

Electra's shareholders would 
plainly have been best served if 
they had been offered a s imilar re- 
construction plan at a much earlier 
stage. As it is, it had to be coaxed out 
of Mr Stoddard, under threat of a hos- 
tile bid. Even so, he has demon- 
strated considerable value locked up 
in Electra's portfolio of unquoted in- 
vestments, and the scheme Electra 
is putting in place gives management 
all the incentive it needs to realise 
that value within a realistic time- 
frame. 

Shareholders who reject bids and 
put their faith in promises from 
management to do better are fre- 
quently disappointed But in this 
case, shareholders ought to vote yes 
to Electra's defence and savno to 31 


=4^ AstraZeneca gets 
a headache as 
Footsie rolls on 


ITS BEEN a cold tuifey week for 
AstraZeneca, the new Angfo- 
Swedish drugs giant After rid- 
ing on a hi gh as the multi-billion 
pound merger was put to bed, 
the shares have suffered with in- 
vestors snatehing their profits. 
! , They have fallen every day 
ijjtyce the merged group arrived 
on Tuesday. Another 45p (after 
82p) to 2,778p was chipped away 
yesterday bringing the decline 
to more than 250p. 

They say in the market that 
it is oft^ better to travel than 
to arrive, and Astra Zeneca's feU 
from its 3,037p peak would ap- 
pear to support the traditional 
adage. 

There are suggestions, so 
far unconfirmed, that much of 
- the selling has come from 
Sweden where there was a high- 
profile campaign against the 
deal But depute the ferocity of 
the opposition it attracted little 
support with fewer than 4 per 
cent of Astra shareholders fail- 
ing to back the merger 

The drugs giant’s latest 
weakness occurred as Fbotsie 
experienced a rollercoaster ses- 
sion, ending 34.9 points higher 
at 6,472.8 after hitting a trading 
high of 6,512.1. Supporting 
shares also moved ahead. 

The latest Monetary Policy 
. Committee base-ratecut had fit- 
immediate impact, but toe 
surprise European Central 


SCOTIA, the drugs 
development group, rose 
9.5p to 115p after it 
confirmed that founder and 
former chairman David 
Horrobin had sold most of 
his shareholding. His 31 
per cent stake was largely 
placed early this month at 
around I02p a share. Mr 
Horrobin stepped down in 
1997 and later led an 
attempt to unseat Robert 
Dow, ex-Roche, who 
replaced him as chief 
executive. 




’ xJank half-point cut ishkely to 
prompt the MFC, which had 
been expected to sit on its lau- 
rels, into further cuts. 

So interest-sensitive shares 
were among the best perform- 
ers. Among retailers Kingfish- 
er; Great Universal Stores, 
Storehouse and Arcadia were 
strong Next, the fashion chain, 
received additional support 
from a further share sale by 
Tiger Management, the US 
hedge fond. It disposed of 15 
milli on shares, cutting its stake 
to just over 7 per cent the 
shares jumped 445p to 833fip. 

On the property pitch it was 
the turn of Land Securities, 
British Land and fiurford to 
show their mettle 
The sudden burst of activity 
from Stephen Byers, the Ifade 
r and Industry Secretary; was 
the day’s highlight He pe- 
nalised Manchester United 

shares, down 32 fip to lB6p, by 
blocking the controversial 
takeover bad by Rupert Mu- 
doch’s BSkyB, little changed at 
541p. Fellow Premiership con- 
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DEREK 

Pain 


stituentNewcastle United suf- 
fered a 9.5p reverse to 75.5p as 
the proposed takeover by the 
NTLmedia group was referred 
to the new Competition Com- 
mission. 

The Byers whistle-blowing 
left the rest of the football play- 
ers looking as sick as the 
proverbial parrot Aston Villa 
fefi by47Jp to 480p and Leeds 
Sporting 2p to 2D.75p. Chelsea 
Village lost 2p to 745p. 

National Power, however; 
brightened up 3fip to 486p de- 
spite a Westminster threat to 
block its takeover of Midlands 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 



Electricity unless it reduces 
generating capacity by toe sale 
of the Drax plant and some sup- 
ply agreements are changed. 

Mr Byers also had First- 
Group, the transport company, 
scurrying for shelter after seek- 
ing comments on toe modest 
£10.6m acquisition of a West 
Country bos and coach opera- 
ton Its shares fell 6p to 394J>p, 
ruffling Stagecoach, 2.75p down 
at223.75p. 

Cadbury Schweppes melted 
20.5p to 877p. The soft drinks-to- 
sweets group weakened as 
opposition grow to toe £lJ35bn 
merger of its soft drinks side 
with Coca-Cola. Ihe German 
cartel office is reported to be 
intent on blocking toe deal and 
toe Australian anti-trust com- 
mission has come out against it 
There is also speculation that 
other countries, as well as the 

European Union will oppose the 

merger on grounds. 

In Australia the deal would lift 
Coca-Cola's share of the car- 
bonated drinks market to 75 per 
cent 

Granada, the leisure group, 
achieved a new high, up 27p to 
l377p. following indications that 
Dresdner Kleinwort Benson is 
adopting a more benevolent 
attitude towards toe shares, 


and Norwich Union, the insur- 
er; finned 3.5p to 451 fip with 
HSBC signalling a 510p target 
Standard Chartered, toe bank- 
ing group, added 55.5p to 
l,0I3fip after Morgan Stanley 
raised its target price to l.IBGp 
from i,050p. 

Other insurance shares re- 
ceived a boost from Sun Life & 
Provincial which produced an 
unexpectedly sharp new busi- 
ness increase. Sun Life jumped 
27p to 543.5p. offering a helping 
hand to Prudential, up 31p to 
84&5p, and Legal & General up 
37p to 783p. 

P&O floated 525p higher to 
978p foil owing an upbeat state- 
ment on toe performance of its 
cruise fleet 

Aijo Wiggins Appleton 
restructuring pushed the 
shares l&5p higher to i63.5p. 
The AWA shake up. together 
with signs that the paper and 
packaging industry could be 
coming out of the doldrums, 
helped David S Smith to 
achieve a 3p gain to liSJjp. 
Low & Bonar, where there is 
talk of a continental bid, finned 
3p to l82L5p and Rexam L5p to 
202fip. 

Tracker Network, the vehi- 
cle security group, motored 
L20p (after I72.5p) ahead to 
$45p when the management 
indicated it would bid 670p a 
share. Goldsmiths, the jew- 


DIRECTORS OF struggling 
scotch whisky distiller 
Burn Stewart are still 
toasting their shares. The 
price rose 2.5p to I7.5p as 
more boardroom buying 
was disclosed. Three 
directors appear to have 
picked up 200.000 shares; 
on Thursday director 
buying accounted for 60,000 
Shares. The money-losing 
whisky maker, hit by tight 
margins in supermarkets, 
has risen 5p since the 
board enthusiasm emerged. 


eDer; was little changed at 186p 
after it emerged that a counter- 
bid to the management buyout 
was unlikely. 

HhurosovEnergy hardened 
to I9.5p as Sibir Energy pro- 
duced a share exchange offer. 
Sibir fell 0.75p to 6.75p. 

Investment group Mount- 
cashel rose lOp to 6lfip; it has 
8.4 per cent of Redstone Tele- 
com, which has said it is in bid 
talks. ITG, which has an B.7 per 
cent Redstone stake, rose I5p to 
367fip. RJB Mining's decision 
to dose its Calverton pit in Not- 
tinghamshire left the shares 
little changed at 62p. 

Middlesex, the metals group 
with interests in Russia, suffered 
the day's biggest percentage fen, 
down 25 per cent to just 056p. 
Eng ineer Booth Industries fell 
9p to 30p on a profits warning 
and WF Electrical was short- 
circuited 1075p to 485p after a 
cautious trading statement 

SEAQ VOLUME: 1.1 billion 
SEAQ TRADES: 87,808 
GILTS INDEX: n/a 



Captain Mike Monliu with P&O’s ‘Grand Princess’, which has been heavily booked for cruises from the US 

P&O shares full steam ahead 
on buoyant cruise bookings 


THERE WAS fresh evidence of 
strengthening demand in the 
consumer economy yesterday 
when P&O, the ferry and cruise 
group, reported a buoyant start 
to the year in its cruise busi- 
ness. 

The company said its 14 lin- 
ers huad been virtually full in trie 
first three months oi the year, 
despite a dramatic increase in 
capacity. 

Shares in P&O rose by 52.5p 
to 978p as the company said 
that the ships in its US busi- 
ness. Princess Cruises, were 98 
per cent full even though 
capacity was up by 44 per cent. 
The extra space includes the 
world’s largest cruise ship, the 


Bv Nigel Cope 
A ssociate City Editor 


2.600-berth Grand Princess. 
launched two years ago. The 
outlook is also promising for the 
rest of the year, P&O said, with 
the majority of berths already 
booked. Cruises to .Alaska and 
the Caribbean are proving to be 
popular choices. 

P&O's European cruises 
have also been virtually full, 
although the company said 
there had been some cancella- 
tions from American passen- 
gers nervous of taking 
Mediterranean cruises during 
the Balkan crisis. 

P&O’s passenger- berth days 


- the standard measure of 
cruise line capacity - was 1.44 
million for Princess Cruises 
and 359.150 on European-based 
P&O Cruises, the company 
said. P&O Cruises UK also 
kept up its bookings, although 
capacity on the cruises in- 
creased' only slightly. 

Of P&O's 14 cruise liners, 
nine are US based and operate 
under the Princess brand. 
Three are based in toe UK 
and one in Australia, which op- 
erates under the P&O name. 

.Analysts said the trading 
update was -extremely 
encouraging", leading several 
sector watchers to upgrade 
their stance on the stock. “It’s 


a good statement in every 
respect" said Alistair Gunn 
from Credit Lyonnais. 

P&O announced last month 
that it was to raise around 
£2bn from a disposals pro- 
gramme that indudes selling its 
property interests, floating its 
Boris construction business 
and selling the Earl’s Court 
Olympia exhibition centre. 
Lord Sterling, the chairman, 
said the future of the group 
would be in cruises, ferries, 
ports and logistics. 

At 31 December, the cruise 
division of the company 
accounted for almost one-third 
of the group's net operating 
assets. 


In Brief 

World oil stockpiles set to fall 
sharply after Opec agreement 

WORLD OIL stockpiles are likely to shrink sharply as a result 
of the agreement among Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries to curb supply, says the International 
Energy Agency. The TEA said that, assuming 85 per cent 
compliance, stockpiles would fall by 33U million barrels by the 
end of the year. The oil price, which rose from below $iu a 
barrel to over $14.30 after the deal, strengthened further. 

ICI sells German coatings business 

ICI HAS agreed to sell its German-based original equipment 
speciality coatings business to PPG Industries. The business, 
which has annual sales of flOni, supplies coatings for large- 
scale commercial vehicle manufacturers mainly within 
Germany, as well as for rail car. military and industrial 
applications. The value of the deal is less than 1 per cent of 
Id's gross assets. JCI will use proceeds to reduce debt. 

WF Electrical buys Crean division 

WF ELECTRICAL, the electrical products distributor, is to buy 
Irish-based James Crean's electrical division for El 6m, it said 
yesterday. The companies to be sold are J&N Wade and 
Blackstone Holdings, which between them have 47 UK 
branches. Crean announced pre-tax losses for 1998 of £20.8m. 
including an exceptional charge of £27.3m, compared with a 
loss of £l.9m the previous year. 

Euro satellite group shuns London 


)resdner hunts 
or acquisitions 


GERMANY'S Dresdner Bank 
said yesterday it was “on the 
way" to malting acquisitions, 
adding tliat the consolidation tak- 
ing place in France and Italy was 
creating opportunities that had 
not existed before. 

Bernhard Walter, manage- 
ment board chairman, said yes- 
terday: "We’ve moved out of the 
phase of examining and 
analysing 1 don't want to say 
more than that.’’ He added: ■'ttfe 
are thinking about concrete 
acquisitions, whatever form that 
might take." 

The bank reported profits 
down by 7 per cent to DM2.6bn 
tffiOOmi because of sharph’ high- 
er bad loan provisions. It is to 
boost its warchest with a 
DM2.8bn issue of fixed-income 
stock next month. 

The bank is also pushing 


By Andrew Garfield 
Financial Editor 


ahead with plans to list in New 
York, although it has postponed 
the listing from this year to 
next 

Mr Walter said toe bank was 
"not enraptmwFl by the results, 
but thisyear had begun wefl with 
trading income up 128 per cent 
in the first two months. 

Dresdner was among Euro- 
pean banks badly hit by the 
emerging markets collapse and 
exposure to Long-lferm Capital 
Management the hedge fund. 

However the hank, which 
owns Kleinwort Benson, the UK 
merchant bank, has made little 
secret of its desire to expand in 
North America, where it has 
been linked with Paine Webben 
and in Europe. 


COMPANY RESULTS 


Sun Life 
sees new 
business 
leap 
by 35% 

BY ANDREW VERITY 

AXA SUN LIFE, one of the UK's 
biggest life insurers, yesterday 
posted a 35 percent juznp in new 
business as savers fled from low- 
interest savings accounts to in- 
vestment policies offering a 
higher income. 

The company, a division of 
Sun life & Provincial Holdings, 
said sales of lump sum bonds 
had been exceptional leaping by 
109 per cent to £435 ,5m- Lump 
sums overall jumped 56 per 
cent to £904.7 m. 

Executives said the jump in 
new business reflected concern 
among savers about low inter- 
est rates, which now pay little 
over 5 per cent on a typical 90- 
day account 

Savers needing income had 
begun shifting money into share- 
based investments without 
wanting to take big risks with 
th ear capital That had fuelled de- 
mand for bonds and “cautious" 
fluids offered by AXA Sun Life, 
executives said 

However; the company voiced 
serious concerns about the Gov- 
ernment’s plans for stakehold- 
er pensions, the new type of 
pension meant to encourage 
more people to save for retire- 
ment 

Les Owen, chief executive of 
AXA Sun Life, said the propos- 
als may fail in their objective 
because they focus solely on low 
charges, failing to take account 
of the cost of setting the products. 

“At the end of the day some- 
one needs to spend time per- 
suading individuals that they 
have a need to make more pen- 
sion provision for themselves. If 
the cost of that is not built in to 
the pension, then there won't be 
any significant increase [in toe 
number saving].” 

As with other insurers, AXA 
Sun Life has also been taken 
aback fly an intervention by the 
Financial Services Authority, 
the City’s senior regulator. 

The FSA has warned advis- 
ers against selling expensive 
pensions to customers who may 
later want to switch to a new 
stakeholder plan. The concern 
is that they may get poor value 
when they switch, because 
charges will have eaten into 
early contributions. 

AXA Sun Life fears this will 
create a “pensions planning 
blight" Afraid of being accused 
in future of mis-seUing, financial 
advisers would be deterred from 
selling the products. 

“There is a danger that peo- 
ple wont do anything now to save 
even when it’s in their interests 
-just because the charges might 
be lower in two years’ time," Mr 
Owen said 

Sun Life & Provincial shares 
dosed up 27p at 543f!5p. 


SOCIETE EUR0PEENNE des Satellites, yesterday rejected 
the idea of a London stock listing but approved plans to list 
on a second European bourse, probably Frankfurt, company 
spokesman Yves Feltes said. “The board of directors 
approved [plans tol list on another euro zone bourse. This 
de focto excludes London.' - he said. The company has been 
listed in Luxembourg since last July, but said volumes had 
been disappointing. 


Nome 

Turnover (£) 

Pre-tax (£) 

EPS 

Dividend 

Payday 

X-tfiv 

Alida Holdings (R 

0 666m (0.667m) 

0.54dm [0548m) 

2.13P (2.13P) 

-H 

- 

- 
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rif-) 
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London Securities (FI 
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2B3p(9.9p) 

5-OpH 

27.05 99 

28.04 99 
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Hamed must make knock-out return 


TODAY IS the first day of the 
rest of Naseem Hamed’s life. 
Tonight at the MEN Arena in 
Manchester. Hamed and his 
famify go it alone -almost -and 
stage their first show without 
Frank Warren and Brendan 
Ingle, formerly the Prince’s 
promoter and manager-trainer 
respectively. And jealous eyes 
will watch and wait for some- 
thing to go wrong. 

As outsiders with virtually no 
track record in boxing. Prince 
Promotions, headed by 
Hamed's eldest brother, Riath, 
are victims of the sport's small- 
time xenophobia - and who 
can state with certainty that the 


By Glyn Leach 

Yorkshire-Yemeni faction are 
not suffering from the real 

thing? They are viewed with 
distrust, mainly because they 
are not recognised “boxing 
people” and no one knows them 
to trust them. 

Riath Hamed, and younger 
brother Nabeel, hove experi- 
ence in the commercial side of 
boxing management. They can 
claim responsibility for Lhe 
many sponsorship deals, large- 
ly from blue-chip companies, 
that have been secured for 


their multi-millionaire fighter 
brother. It was the shift in 
emphasis from boxing to big 
business that eventually led to 
the acrimonious break-up of 
Hamed's relationship with his 
former mentors. 

Warren's contract was not 
renewed last yean with the 
Hamed dan stating that they no 
longer had need for a promo- 
tional middle man. In future 
they would handle things them- 
selves to maximise profits. But 
the nuts-and-bolts r unnin g of 
tonight's promotion comes 
courtesy of Matchroom, who 
will be grateful to return to the 
big stage albeit fora knockdown 


fee believed to be in the region 
of £50.000. 

Having taught Hamed to 
box as a child and nurtured him 
through a dozen World Boxing 
Organisation featherweight 
title defences. Ingle fell by the 
wayside not long after War- 
ren. He has been replaced by 
an unproven Puerto Rican, 
Oscar Suarez, who will be bol- 
stered by the considerable 
presence of the legendary 
trainer Emanuel Steward as a 
second in the Hamed corner. 
"It's all going well, but we’ve 
had to hire in expertise where 
we’ve needed it," said Riath 
Hamed. "We need to be 


allowed to do what we're good 
at." 

And prior to the event things 
seemed to be in nicely in place: 
Manchester is a proven Hamed 
town even if ticket sales were 

initially slow; Matchroom are 
tried and tested, the originators 
of the gaudy production 
favoured by Hamed when they 
promoted Chris Eubank; 
opponent Paul Ingle will not 
trouble the champion; only 
Suarez seems a risk, but Stew- 
ard will be there to support him. 

The true test, of course, will 
be whether or not the show 
makes money Challenger Ingle 
play's his part here. Over 7,000 


fans will follow him from Scar- 
borough, making a considerable 
contribution to the live gate. But 
it seems unlikely that he has 
much more to offer. The Euro- 
pean and Commonwealth 
champion is said to have been 
floored in sparring and that 
bodes 01 for his chances against 
the biggest hitter in the division. 

Hamed has a point to prove 
following his lacklustre points 
victory over Wayne McCullough 
in Atlantic City last Halloween. 
That irasonty the third time that 
Hamed has gone the distance in 
31 unbeaten fights. Tbnight it will 
be surprising if he does not re- 
turn to knockout form in less 


than four rounds. But the main 
fight is secondary to the whole 
event this evening and a few r ob- 
servers will hope for egg on faces 
of the Sheffield-Arabie variety. 

.Also on the show, the Detroit 
legend Thomas “Hit Man" 
Hearns, the only fighter to have 
won world titles at six weights, 
tries to become a champion 
again when he meets fellow 
American Nate Miller for the va- 
cant International Basing Or- 
ganisation cruiserweight title. 
But at 41. Hearns is a shell of 
the Eighties warrior who battled 
Leonard. Hagler and Duran. 

Hearns turned down his orig- 
inal opponent Belfast’s Dar- 
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Hamed: Point to pirove 

ren Corbett because he need- 
ed a greater challenge to moti- 
vate him. Unfortunately for 
Hearns, his courage could be his 
undoing. If Corbett stood a 
chance against the depleted 
veteran. Miller's is greater. 


Coca-Cola Cup: Azharuddin takes India to respectability but innings distinctly lacks pyrotechnics I Victory 


Pressure 
builds early 
on England 


SKIRMISHES BETWEEN 
underdogs rarely make for 
pretty viewing and India’s 
meeting with England in Shar- 
jah did not fail to live up to its 
pre-match billing of the bland 
leading the bland. 

India’s total of 222 for 5, 
after winning the toss, does 
not represent a huge hurdle by 
current standards especially 
on this pitch - the same one as 
when Pakistan compiled 323 
for 5 against England on 
Wednesday night With a de- 
cent start, it should have 
required little more than reg- 
ulation batting. 

Yet pressure can bring un- 
certainty and a searching 
opening spell from Javagal 
Sri nath and Venkatesh 
Prasad, brought further woe 
for England's struggling open- 
ing batsmen. 

First to go was Alec Stew- 
art who, with his feet rooted 
to the spot drove around a ball 
from Srinath that came in on 
the angle. The England cap- 
tain is occasionally prone to 
bad trots when his feet look set 
in concrete. 

But if bis problem is a 


India won toss 

INDIA 

S Ramesh c Stewart b Gough ..60 
132 min. 97 balls. 5 fours 
S C Ganguly c Stewart b Gough 7 
37 min. 26 balls 

R S Dravid c and b Hlckl 6 

4S min, 38 balls. I four 

‘M Azharuddin not out 74 

127 min. 85 balls. 2 fours. 2 sixes 
A D Jadeja c Thorpe b Flintoff 21 
37 min. 27 balls. 1 four 
R R Singh c Gough b Flintoff ..1 1 
11 min. 12 balls 

tN R Mongia not out 20 

31 min, 22 balls. 2 fours 

Extras (Ib3, w3. nb7) 13 

Total (For 5, 50 overs) 222 

Fall: 1-24 [Ganguly). 2-61 

(Dravid). 3-120 (Ramesh), 4-159 
(Jadeia), 5-175 (Singh). 

Did not bat: S B Joshi. A Kumble, 
J Srinath. Venkatesh Prasad. 
Bowling: Gough 10-0-42-2 (nb5. 
wl) (5-0-17-1. 3-0-11-1. 

2-0-14-0): Mulially 10-1-32-0 
(nbl. wl) (6-1-16-0. 2 -0-7-0. 
2 -0-9-0): Austin 8-0-45-0 

(3-0-13-0. 4-0-21-0. 1-0-11-0); 


BY DEREK PRINGLE 
in Sharjah 

India 222-5 
England 52-2 

product of playing on the even 
but high bouncing pitches at 
The Oral, Nick Knight's prob- 
lems stem from a loss of con- 
fidence from playing on the 
uneven jigsaw puzzles at 
Edgbaston. 

Having seemingly forsaken 
his dean striking for a more 
cautious role, Knight’s tech- 
nique is not yet up to working 
the ball around against in- 
ternational opposition. TWo 
balls after Stewart was out, 
Knight got in a tangle against 
Prasad and was bowled off the 
inside edge. With Graeme 
Hick and Graham Thorpe left 
to patch up the damage Eng- 
land reached the 15 over mark 
on 52 for 2- virtually level peg- 
ging with India at the same 
stage. 

Batting first, there were so 
few pyrotechnics from the In- 
dian batsmen - they took 13 


Ealfiam 7-0-36-0 (2-0-9-0. 

3-0-15-0. 2-0-12-0); Croft 

5-0-22-0 (nbl) (4-0-15-0, 
1 -0-7-0); Hkk 5-0-18-1 (wl): 
Flintoff 5-0-24-2 (one spell 
each). 

Progress: 50: 64 min. 92 balls. 
100: 114 min. 171 balls. 150: 160 
min. 233 balls. 200: 204 min. 292 
balls. 

Score after 15 overs: 50 for 1. 
Ramesh 50: 109 min. 82 balls. 4 
fours. Azharuddin 50: 99 min. 67 
balls. 2 fours. 

ENGLAND 

N V Knight b Prasad 1 1 

*tA J Stewart b Srinath 11 

G A Hick not exit 17 

G P Thorpe not out 7 

Extras (b2, 1b3. nbl) 6 

TbtaJ (for 2, 15 overs) 52 

Fall: 1-25. 2-25. 

To bat: N H Fairbrother. A Flintoff. 
M A Ealham. I D Austin. R D B Croft. 
D Gough. A D Mulially. 

Umpires: K T Francis (Sri Lanka) 
and D B Hair (Aus). 

TV Replay Umpire: I D Robinson 
Match Referee: S Wettimuny. 

Compiled by Jo King 
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boundaries off England as 
compared to Pakistan's 30 - 
that it would be tempting to 
suggest that this was a game 
for purists. Tempting, except 
that such a notion totally de- 
feats the point of one-day 
cricket as something that has 
been dumbed down to appeal 
to the lowest common 
denominator. 

Apparently India have been 
laid low by a virus since 
arriving here and were below 
par as well as strength. As the 
virulence of the bug has yet to 
be ascertained, it was difficult 
to tell whether or not England 
put in an enhanced perfor- 
mance in the field. As it was at 
least 20F cooler than the pre- 
vious day, when the mercury 
climbed to no, it probably 
was, though several catches 
still went to ground. 

Until Mohammed Azharud- 
din, unbeaten on 74, found his 
touch in the second half of the 
innings, India batted as 
meekly as men on the final 
drag of their last cigarette. 
Visualisation is a tool much 
beloved of sports psycholo- 
gists and their charges these 
days. But if India's batsmen 
were using the technique yes- 
terday, they appeared to have 
mental snapshot of a green 
stinker at TVent Bridge, rather 
than a flat belter in Sharjah. 

The Indian captain, who 
has made more than 300 one- 
day international appearances 
in his distinguished career, 
arrived at the crease with his 
side in some trouble at 61 for 
2 with 20 of their 50 overs 
already spent 

But despite batting with a 
runner for the latter stages of 

his innin gs, Azharuddin lifted 
the run-rate beyond four an 
over by steering his side to a 
total which at least gave his 
bowlers a fighting chance. 

It was not one of Azharud- 
din’s vintage displays and the 
England attack, despatched 
ail round the stadium by Pak- 
istan's flamboyant stroke - 
makers during Wednesday's 
comprehensive 90-run defeat, 
limited him to just four bound- 
aries during his 85-ball innings . 
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India’s Mohammed Azharuddin hits out on the way to 74 not out against England in Shaijah yesterday Allsport 


Able to avoid the heavy 
barrage that greeted them 
against Pakistan. England’s 
bowlers were allowed to oper- 
ate under plan A - which is to 
bowl straight and hope the 
opposition dig themselves into 
a big hole. Most of the rime, 
there is nothing wrong with 
that and it may yet work a beat 
in the World Cup on the early 
season pitches in England. 


It certainly contained India, 
who after Darren Gough's 
early removal of Sourav 
Ganguly, seemed intent on 
not losing wickets. Apart from 
Rahul Dravid, who chipped a 
simple return catch back to 
Hick and when the slog was 
on. they largely succeeded. 

Wickets in hand is how one- 
day cricket used to be played 
and Bohby Simpson. Aus- 


tralia’s former coach and now' 
a consultant with India, may 
well have been the master- 
mind behind it. 

When you have lost eight 
one-dayers on the trot to arcb- 
rivals Pakistan, some kind of 
return to basics is required. 
The only trouble is they seem 
to have eschewed the other 
touches, such as pinching 
quick singles, that have since 


become Simpson’s legacy to 
.Australian cricket 

Sandogopan Ramesh, a left- 
handed opener for who fresh 
air shots seem as likely as 
those finding the bat, was par- 
ticularly guilty. As the man 
playing in place of Sachin Ten- 
dulkar, there is bound to be 
pressure. Somehow he man- 
aged to make 60, though oven 
he cannot be quite certain how. 


sustains 
comeback 
from Rios 

by derrick Whyte 

marcelo RIOS produced a 
sure-footed performance to 
beat Gustavo Kuerten 6-4. 6-3 
yesterday and advance to the 
semi-finals of the Estoril Open 
in Portugal. 

The Chilean, fighting back to 
form after a four-month ab- 
sence with a back injury, grew 
in confidence as the match 
progressed in hot conditions. 
The two day-court specialists 
broke each other's serves early 
in the first set before Rios, 
ranked 13th in the world, began 
to get the upper hand. 

In the quarter-final featuring 
two Spaniards, the 1996 champ- 
ion Albert Costa seeded fourth, 
overcame the sixth-seeded Ffelix 
Mantilla 6-2, 64. The Frenchman 
Jerome Golmard defeated Ka- 
rim Alami of Morocco 64, 7-0. 
Costa and Golmard will meet in 
today's semi-finals. 

In the women's event the un- 
seeded Hungarian. Rita Kuti 
Kis. continued her progress 
with a 6-3, 6-0 win over Anca 
Barna of Germany. The Estoril 
Open, a combined ATP and 
WTA event is the traditional 
start to the European day- 
court season. 

Anna Kournikova registered 
a surprisingly easy 6-4 6-1 vic- 
tory' over the top-seeded world 
No 2, Lindsay Davenport on 
Thursday night to reach the 
quarter-finals of the Bauseh & 
Lomb Championships at 
Amelia Island. Florida. 

It took just 54 minutes for the 
Kournikova, the world No 16, to 
dispose of the 22-year-old 
American. “I was just happy 
with the win," she said. “When 
you beat the No 2 in the world, 
you should be happy." 

Combined with her appear- 
ance in the final of the Family' 
Circle Cup last week, the Russ- 
ian has a chance to move up as 
many as ll places in the rank- 
ings by winning a title here. 
Thursday’s victory was her 
most impressive since defeat- 
ing Martina Hingis a year ago 
in Berlin. “This was important 
for me because I haven't beat- 
en a top. top player in some 
time." she agreed. “So. this is 
very good. It gives me a lot of 
confidence. I need this." 

Kournikova’s next match 
will be against the No 6 seed. 
Patty Schnyder of Switzerland. 
The "defending champion Man/ 
Pierce of France, who is the 
fourth seed overcame her com- 
patriot. Nathalie Dechv. 2-6. 
64, 6-3. 

Results. Digest, Page 23 


When reality pops the sports journalist’s 





a FORMER colleague, who shall 
remain Ken Mays of the Daily 
Telegraph, bad a favourite 
rhetorical derice when con- 
versation turned to travel. 

If ever a person -oh foolish, 

unwitting person! -asked him 
if he had visited a counfry - for 
argument’s sake, let’s call it 
Erewhon - he would expostu- 
late on these lines; “Have I 
been to Erewhon? Have I been 

to Erewhon? I’ve been to 
Erewhon eight times. Eight 
times, m tell you what - I've 
been round the world so many 
times I’ve met myself coming 
back.” 

Nobody travelled further or 
more often than Kenny. And 
that was an order. 

Even in this era of satellite 



mike 

ROWBOTTOM 


television packages and omni- 
present news and picture agen- 
cies, sports journalists still get 
to visit a fair quota of foreign 
fields. Every sport worth its 
name is hitched to an inter- 


national rota, a grand prix ora 
world series or a European 
torn; something sponsors and 
media can climb aboard. Asked 
to name the process right now, 
the Pentagon would probably 
suggest something like Oper- 
ation Sustained Jamboree. 

“All this travel" - 1 hear you 
ask - “does it broaden the 
mind?” Other questions - “Call 
that a real job?" or “Howdoyou 
get away with it?" - are, sadly, 
beyond my earshot. In my 
experience, most travel that has 
a sporting context does the op- 
posite of broadening the mind. 
For the travelling reporter, life 
narrows down to the essentials; 
taxis (plus bills), accreditation, 
schedule of events, hotel room, 
place in stadium, telephone 


line, deadline, meals (plus bills), 
beer (phis bills) and, ideally, sto- 
ries (plus quotes). 

Some may decide to do a 
Itevor Brooking - which, for 
the benefit of those unaware of 
the former England midfield- 
er’s touring routine, involved 
fitting in a visit to a cultural 
site. Any art gallery', cathe- 
dral or museum will do. 

But, by and large, such 
adornments do no f the 
purpose of the visit. F.m 'he du- 
ration of each sporting event, 
you and your colleagues are 
within a tough litUe bubble, a 
bubble which you can inhabit 
in virtually any land at any time 
of the year, a bubble in which 
the same questions and pre- 
occupations recur. 


In retrospect the valuable 
parts of thisnot-so-grand Tour 
are those which create dis- 
comfort I do not refer to a lack 
of leg room on the plane, or a 
rip-off tariff on the mini-bar. 

Havana. As 1 lay my cutlery 
down upon my plate for the last 
time, a young woman arrives at 
my restaurant table and asks 
if she can take the scraps for 
her child. She has a bag ready. 

Belfast. Our taxi driver 
takes us around a bit on the 
way back to the airport offer- 
ing a commentary The streets 
we had driven through two 
day's earlier are revealed as an 
interlinking jigsaw of nation- 
alist and loyalist territories, 
marked respectively by tri- 
colours flying from buildings or 


lamp posts and houses and 
paving slabs painted with the 
Union flag. It is like noticing 
one ant in the garden, and then 
being able to see nothing but 
ants, a garden teeming with 
ants. 

Atlanta. Dawn breaks over 
Olympic Park and a small 
army of peak-capped FBI 
agents are busy placing little 
flags into the grass to mark the 
landing points of shrapnel from 
the bomb which had exploded 
a few hours earlier, lolling two 
and wounding many more. 

Atlanta. 50 cameras focus 
upon the front door of a small 
flat, inside which dwells the 
prime suspect for the bombing, 
an event security guard who 
is publicly accused and 


metaphorically flayed by the 
American newspapers and 
television networks. No 
charges are subsequently laid 
against him. 

Atlanta. Two days after the 
1996 Olympics’ closing cere- 
mony, the awnings, tapes, and 
adverts in the city centre start 
to be pulled down - and the 
streets, almost imperceptibly, 
fill with people whom you 
would instinctively cross a 
street to avoid. 

Where have they all been? 

Split. Running along the 
coastal road, and stopping 
near a huge TV mast on the 
hillside gazing out as the sun 
sets over the Adriatic. Re- 
turning to see families seated 
at the poolside of my hotel 


eating, chattering, listening to 
music, allowing their children 
to sample wine for into the 
warm summer night. Then I 
recalled how the face of our 
minibus driver had hardened 
as he spoke of the Serbs, 
whose shells were to land on 
that TV mast and many other 
parts of the medieval rity a cou- 
ple of years later. 

Split When the Yugoslav 
flag is raised in the stadium be- 
fore the 1990 European Ath- 
letics Championships, there 
is whistling and booing. When 
the Croatian flag is raised, 
there is a sustained tumult. At 
the time, we regard it as a bit 
over-the-top - but a nice piece 
of opening ceremony colour 
Next time it will mean more. 
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Five Nations’ Championship: Wales aim to ruin 

Catt has to sh 



in Grand Slam dreams of England in the tournament's final act at Wembley 


responsibility 



IT HAS not been the best of 
decades for Welsh self- 
confidence. Back in the early 
1970s, Barry John viewed the 
annual Five Nations bullfight 
with England as a foregone 
conclusion - “Ybu could always 
tell when we were playing them, 
because the touts couldn't get 
rid of their tickets," he once 
joked - and, as recently as the 
late 80s, Jonathan Davies took 
malicious pleasure in winding 
up sundry red rose battalions 
before making them choke on 
their old school ties. Now, in the 
last match of the last Five Na- 
tions in the last year of the cen- 
tury, the boot is on the other foot 
The way Graham Henry and 
Rob Howley tell it, this current 
English side is the rugby 
equivalent of Kxyptonite; the 
Welsh coach credits Lawrence 
Dallaglio and company with a 
place in the world's top three, 
while his captain goes one 
better by filing them the best 
in tbe business. "If you’re 


by Chris he we it 

Rugby Union Correspondent 

waiting for me to criticise Eng- 
land and pick holes in tbe way 
they play, you're wasting your 
time.” said Henry in answer to 
a suggestion that he might be 
over-egging tbe admiration bit 
just a little. “They beat the 
world champions in December 
and should have beaten Aus- 
tralia the previous week. 
Doesn’t that say something 
about the quality they possess?" 

It certainly does, and it would 
be reasonable to suggest that, 
had any two of Jeremy Guscott, 
Phil de Glanville, Will Green- 
wood and Jonny Wilkinson been 
inhabiting the England mid- 
field at Wembley tomorrow 
afternoon, the touts might have 
found themselves even more 
out of pocket than they were 
back in the heyday of King 
John. The fact that only Wilkin- 
son can boast the full comple- 
ment of serviceable limbs 


rather alters the balance of the 
contest however, to the extent 
that Wales sense a realistic 
chance of denying the Grand 
Slam favourites at the death. 
TO do so, they will need to 

pilfer 40 per cent of the ball - no 


P W D L F APB 

England 3 3 0 0 72 « £ 

ScMbmd 3 2 0 1 34 57 4 

France 3 l 0 3 53 W 2 

Bibles 3 1 0 2 77 95 2 

Ireland * t 0 3 66 90 2 

RESULTS: 6 Feb: Ireland 9 France 10: 
Scotland 33 Wales 20. 20 Feb Eng- 
land 24 Scotland 2 1 : Wales 2 3 Ireland 
29 6 March: France 33 Wales 34; Ire- 
land 15 England 27: 20 March: Eng- 
land 2 1 France 1 0: Scotland 30 Ireland 
13. 

Remaining fixtures: Today: Fra nce w 
Scotland (at Stacie He Francel. Tbmer- 
roar Wales v England (of Wembley] ■ 

easy matter against an English 
pack playing out of its 
rhinoesque skin. The new- 
comers to the Welsh eight, Peter 
Rogers and Ben Evans in the 
front row and Brett Sinkinson on 
the open-side Sank, are likely 


discover rather more about 
themselves tomorrow than they 
learned in their previous outings 
against France and Italy; Sink- 
inson, in particular, can expect 
some real heat from Neil Back, 
and if the ball-winning New 
Zealander fails to deliver amid 
the boots and bullets, bis 
colleagues will spend an un- 
pleasant afternoon peering into 
their own nether regions. 

But confronted only by a 
huge swathe of English in- 
experience out wide - Steve 
Hanley and Barrie- Jon Mather 
are debutants while the cheru- 
bic Wilkinson has only six caps 
in his school satchel - the quality 
Red Dragon backs should en- 
sure a handsome return on 
whatever possession their for- 
wards produce. From Howley at 
scrum-half to Shane Howarth at 
full-back, the Welsh are richly 
endowed in the ideas depart- 
ment and increasingly adept at 
turning theory into practise. 

Clive Woodward, the England 


coach, talked up his own three- 
quarters with such enthusiasm 
yesterday that he made Henry 
sound positively churlish. “Han- 
ley and Mather bring something 
extra to the team and I'm sure 
Wales fear our back division," be 
said. Tm fielding the best avail- 
able English team and I'm to- 
tally relaxed about it; we’re 
certainly not going to play any 
differently and having won 

three from three in this champ- 
ionship. there is no reason why 
we shouldn't go in with genuine 
confidence in our ability to 
finish on a high.” 

But Woodward was forced to 
concede that the injuries to 
Guscott and David Rees, the 
Sale wing, had deposited a 
whole truckload of extra 
responsibility on the less than 
reliable shoulders of Mike Catt, 
who wins his 34th cap at 
outside-half. "We have pace 
and power in this new back-line 
and Tm excited by that but the 
reorganisation means Mike will 


have to lead. There is more em- 
phasis on Mike’s performance 
this time, for sure." 

That will have come as 
music to Welsh ears. Largely 
because of their line-out 
fragility - their recent perfor- 
mances in that crucial phase 
have come as close as the 
game is ever likely to get to sit- 
uation comedy - and their sus- 
pect organisation in the face of 
driving mauls, the Welsh fear 
English tactical kicking, as 
practised by Wilkinson or Paul 
Grayson, more than they fear 
Catt’s obsession with breaking 
the land speed record every 
time he receives the balL Ulti- 
mately. the Grand Slam de- 
pends on Catt's ability to 
control his own instincts and, by 
extension, the game. 

AD in all, then, a fitting swan- 
song for the world’s oldest in- 
ternational rugby tournament, 
which expands to incorporate 
the Italians next season. It will 
be noisy, passionate and very 


WALES v ENGLAND gft 

at Wembley 


Trying times 
fail to dim 

Woodward fire 

Criticism after the victory a gainst France has not 
affected the spirit within the camp or the England 
coach’s approach to the game. By Chris Hewett 




WILL ENGLAND wrap Up a ( 
fourth Grand Slam in nine i 

years by beating Wales at Wem- < 

bley tomorrow? Do they stand 1 
the remotest chance of lifting 
the Webb Ellis Trophy in No- 
vember? Can the red roses 
hope to reach full bloom in the 
prolonged absence of Will 
Greenwood, their most inci- 
sive attacking weapon? Will 
Richard Cockerill and Austin 
Healey ever shut up? All of the 

above -especially the Last -are 
legitimate questions, but none 
can be said to represent the 
burning issue of tbe day. What 
people seem to want to know, 

24 hours from a last Five Na- 
tions hurrah and with the World 
Cup a mere 173 days distant, is 
this: are England boring? 

It is hardly a ground-break- 
ing topic for discussion - it 
generally crops up when the 
hope-and-glory brigade start 
winning rugby matches. They 
were, it was said, boring in 
1980, when Bill Beaumont's 
ancien regime dapped the rest 
of Europe in leg irons; they 
were, according to many, pret- 
ty damned monotonous in 1991, 
when Ackford and Dooley and 
Richards were chucking their 
weight around the playing 
fields of the northern hemi- 
sphere; and they were, by com- 
mon consent, positively 
mind-numbing under Jack 
Rowell in 1995. 

Remember all that “inter- 
active rugby”? No, thought not 

So what about the Clive 
Wbodward vintage as they mer- 
rily roll along on a diet of 1.5 
tries per match? The coach 
rolls his eyes to the heavens, 
lets slip a half-sigh and shakes 
his head mournfully. “Boring? 
That's ridiculous, don't you 
think? It's so ridiculous that I 
can’t bring myself to resent it, 
although I do think of the play- 
ers and how they must feel 
when they read tEis stuff. Let 
me tell you something about the 
French game: we played tbe 

same way that day as when we 


drew with the All Blacks in '97 
and beat the Boks last De- 
cember Hie only significant dif- 
ference was that we didn’t 
score a try. You can analyse 
away to your heart’s content 
but tiie bottom line was that the 
French stopped us crossing 
their line. Fair play to them. We 
bombed a few chances, sure, 
but they, defended superbly. 

“You can’t control expecta- 
tion and perception, I suppose. 
We scored one solitary try 
a gains t South Africa - a try 
from a cross-field kick, as it hap- 
pened - but because we beat 
the world champions, a side on 
a fantastic winning streak, we 
were heroes. Against Fra n ce, it 
was widely assumed that we 
would win. And win we did, by 


T haven't changed 
a bit in terms of haw 
I want to see England 
play; as far as I'm 
concerned, there is no 
turning back ' 


kicking our goals. That seems 
to have been regarded as a fail- 
ure in some quarters of the 
press, but I can’t for the life of 
me understand why. 

“I haven’t changed a bit 
since starting this job, not in 
terms of how I want to see Eng- 
land play the game; as far as I'm 
concerned, there is no tinning 
back. Do you honestly think T d 
have shifted Tim Rodber to 
lock or kept Lawrence Dal- 
laglio, Richard HHJ and Neil 
Back in the same back row if rd 
wanted us to stick the ball up 
our jumpers? These blokes are 
footballers, they can play a bit 
I’d have picked a very different 

pack if rd wanted to put up the 

shutters. Sometimes, I think 
people forget that there are 15 
guys on the other side of 
halfway trying to stop you doing 
what you want to do." 


Okay, not boring then. How 
about functional? “Look, I 
haven’t received one negative 
e-mail (Woodward lived and 
breathed computers in a past 
life and he remains resolutely 
techno-ftiendJy) about the way 
we’ve tackled this champion- 
ship, but I've had hundreds 
saying: ‘Don’t listen to the 

press, just keep winning.' When 

I went to Sale last weekend to 
run an eye over Steve Hanley, 

I had people patting me on the 
back in the stand. The enthu- 
siasm for what we’re doing is 
definitely there. 

“But the players are hard on 
themselves, maybe too hard; 
Backy told me after the French 
match that the atmosphere in 
the dressing room was the flat- 
test he could remember, which 
seemed a bit much considering 
we’d just beaten them for the 
first time in five attempts. But 
they're professionals and 
they’re serious about their jobs. 

“Back in 1980. when I played 
in a Grand Slam side, it really 
was a case of getting through 
the game and then going out on 
the lash. Things have changed. 
This is a very close-knit team, 
just as we were; there were 
some fantastic people in the '80 
side, people I've stayed friend- 
ly with for almost 20 years. 
But professionalism has intro- 
duced another dimension." 

There has never been a top 
dog quite like Woodward, at 
least not in stuffy old England; 
indeed, it seems fair and rea- 
sonable to describe him as a 
unique sporting figure, rather 
than merely a unique rugby 
one. While many coaches at- 
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D James 10 M C 

N Jenkins (PontyP^dd) 10 M C 

R Howley (Cardiff, capt) 

P Rogers .(London Irish) 1 

G Jenkins (Swansea 2 RO 

B Evans (Swansea 3 J>G 

C OuhineO (Richmond * 

CCtarvte (Swansea) 6 RH 

B sinkinson (Neath) 

5 (Llanelli) 8 LD 

3 

gilvawa* & 

Referee: A Watson (South Africa) «cfc 

edgy, just as the best Wales- his 

En glan d matches have always uon 

be^As dear old Dudley Wood, abo< 

the former Rugby Football The 
Union secretary, liked to say in don 


M Perry...- ....(Bath) 

n ineer ^.(Harlequins) 

B-jXcher LSatej 

j Wilkinson (Newcastle) 

S Hanley ..(Sale) 

M Catt - (Bath). 

M Dawson (Northampton) 

j Leonard (Harlequins) 

R Cockerill (Leicester) 

D Garforth (Leicester) - 

IH Johnson (Leicester) 

T Rodber (Northampton) ■ | 

RHDI (Saracens) 

N Back- (Leicester) 

L Dallaglio (Wasps, cape) 

ITi iinrrmwH- 1 6 N Beal (Nonharty^ 


f 6 


(Bath) 22 N McCarthy (Glouceswi 
nck-off: 4.0 tomorrow (BBC1) 

his plummy voice: “Our rela- 
tionship with the Welsh is all 
about trust and understanding. 
They don’t trust us and we 
don’t understand them.” 




FRANC 1 












• wi: 
'Csii 

* »«< 





v-- 

: 


The England coach Clive Woodward believes the team are in good shape ahead of the World Cup m November 


Robert HaUam 
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peer group and becoming “part 
of the scene", they invariably 
end up resembling some 
menopausal father dancing pa- 
thetically at his daughter’s 
birthday disco. Not Woodward. 
His relationship with his squad 
is brotherly rather than pater- 
nal, unusually close and un- 


failingly open. Remarkably, he 
consulted his senior players 
before picking Hanley, an un- 
capped 19-year-old. for tomor- 
row’s match. “To a man, they 
said: “Yeah, good call let’s do 
it’," he reports, proudly. 

However, he now accepts 
that his unshakeable faith in the 
power of youth led him up a 
nasty cul-de-sac in Australia 
and New Zealand last sum- 
mer Aware that his World Cup 
certainties - the Dallagjios, 
Johnsons, Leonards and Gus- 
cotts - were in dire need of a 
restorative spell on the sun- 
lounger, he named a 36-strong 
party so wet behind the ears 
that the water was cascading 
down its back. Only four of to- 
morrow’s starters undertook 
the trip and while Cockerill 
and the two Matts, Perry and 
Dawson, flowered under pres- 
sure like cacti in the desert the 
fourth, Jonny Wilkinson, might 
have been ruined for life. 


“What I should have done, of 
course, was pull in Rob Andrew 
and Dean Ryan and every other 
hardened, seasoned England 
cap I could find. I should have 
taken a gnarled old side down 
there and told them to scrap it 
out for queen and country. I got 
it wrong, unfortunately, and it 
still rankles, just as losing to 
France in Paris last year still 
rankles. The period before and 
during the southern hemi- 
sphere tour was my worst spell 
in this job, the one time where 
I stopped enjoying it for a while 
and the only point at which 
Lawrence and I have had 
words. I knew he was on his last 
legs and thought he should 
have stopped playing before the 
cup final. But he's a Wasp and 
he took another view." 

This summer’s crossing of 
the equator will be altogether 
different The Rugby Fbotball 
Union has agreed a budget 
that allows Wbodward to take 


his best 36 to the Couran Cove 
resort on South Stradbroke 
Island, a swanky rich man's 
play-pool off the Queensland 
coast for three weeks of warm- 
weather World Cup training. 
En glan d will then play the Aus- 
tralian Barbarians in Brisbane 
before topping and tailing the 
trip with a one-off Test against 
the Wallabies in Sydney. If they 
lose 76-0 this time, the coach re- 
ally will be in Rats’ Alley. 

“I’m relishing that Test 
match, not particularly because 
of what happened last June 
but because it will provide some 
hard evidence of where we're at 

“As we speak, I think we’re 
in pretty good shape going into 
the World Cup: standards have 
risen all round and the players 
are so into everything that I 
never have to worry about gym 
work or conditioning. They do 
all that before they come any- 
where near an England squad 
session, which gives you some 


indication of the levels of 
enthusiasm. 

“Of course, Tm worried 
about Will Greenwood." (The 
Leicester centre is suffering 
from inflammation of the pelvic 
bone and has not set foot on a 
rugby pitch since England’s 
victory over Italy last Novem- 
ber). “He’s a top player, undis- 
putably world class, and I have 
a horrible suspicion that he 
won't play again this season, 
which would mean him missing 
the summer trip. For all 1 know, 
he's out of World Cup con- 
tention already. I cant make 
plans around someone who has 
no idea when he might be fit 
“But you work with what 
you have. Wilkinson is in the 
side now and with his kicking 
game, he maybe the best thing 
that ever happened to Mike 
Catt We have a right-foot left- 
foot combination at 10 and 12 
and Jonny’s style makes it 
much easier for Mike to play the 


physical game he’s best suited 
to. I think Catty is looking at a 
huge opportunity here." 

Just as England have a huge 
opportunity to laydown anoth- 
er World Cup marker tomorrow, 
Wbodward. contracted until Au- 
gust of next year but prepared 
to measure himself only by the 
events of October and Novem- 
ber, attaches enormous im- 
portance to this farewell Five 
Nations fixture with the Welsh. 

"The Five Nations is a tour- 
nament just as the World Cup 
is a tournament and I want to 
win tournaments,” he says. 
“People are always han ging on 
about developing players in 
the Five Nations so we can 
compete with the southern 
hemisphere countries, but I 
look at it from the opposite 
angle. I’d rather win a Grand 
Slam than beat South Africa, 
definitely. The Springbok Ttest 
was a friendly. The mateh to- 
morrow is no friendly." 
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The British Airways Olympic Futures Programme of multi-sport training camps in London and Orlando is helping 
175 young British athletes achi eve their Olympic dreams 


BRITISH AIRWAYS 

The world's favouriteairline 
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Wounded 
French seek 
redemption 


APRIL IN Paris. Even in rugby 
terms those three words are 
redolent of a spring in the step 
and a certain lightness of b eing 
But all this week at Claire- 
fbntaine, despite the dement 
conditions in this leafy pastoral 
haven 40 miles from the rapitpi. 
faces in the French camp have 
been drawn and, in an atmos- 
phere of palpable tension there 
has been little of the light-heart- 
ed frivolity which normally ac- 
companies their preparation. 

With only one win to their 
credit (a mediocre one-point 
victory over Ireland in Dublin) 
the French, after winning two 
successive Grand Slams, are 
looking down the barrel of their 
worst Championship perfor- 
mance in many years. 

Weakened by an unprece- 
dented series of injuries (at 
least seven first-choice players 
are unavailable! and singular- 
ly impressed by the quality and 
mobility of the resurgent Scots, 
the Tricolores have their backs 
to the walL They appear to 
have stagnated while all their 
opponents have gone forward 
over the past 12 months. 

Another loss an Saturday 


RUG BY UNION 


By Ian borthwick 
in Paris 

would have catastrophic and 
long-reaching results for this 
team and their coaches. Jean- 
Claude Skrela and Pierre Ville- 
preux. “There are no two ways 
of saying this,'* insisted the 
normally laid-back manager 
Jo Maso. “But victory is im- 
perative. This game is all about 
redemption and revenge. We 
expect the players to prove 
that they deserve the confi- 
dence we have placed in them. 
Otherwise we will just have to 
go on without them.” 

In the absence of Fabien 
Pelous, injured with his dub on 
the weekend, the French have 
called in Thierry Cleda who, at 
6ft 3in and I5st 101b, is no doubt 
the smallest second row in in- 
ternational rugby. However his 
mobility about the field, coupled 
with his high work-rate, mean he 
is expected to play a key role in 
the dynamic phases. Added to 
this, the choice of two open-side 
flankers in Richard Castel and 
the 28-year-oJd Christian Labit 


FRANCE v SCOTLAND 

at Stacie de France 


E Ntamack (Toulouse) 

X Garbajosa (Toulouse) 

P Giordan! (Dax) 

F Comba (Stade Frangars} 

C Domlnid... (Stade Frangais) 
T Castalgn£de ........ (Castres) 

P Carbonneau. (Brive) 

C Callfano (Toulouse) 

R Ibanez ....(Perpignan, capt) 

F Tbumaire (Toluouse) 

T Cleda — (Rau) 

O Broozet „ (B6gles-Bof deaux) 

C labit (Toulouse) 

R Castel (Beziers) 

C Jnfllet (Stade Frangalsj 

HepbcemcotKC Laussocq (Stade 
FrancalsJ. D Aucagne IPau), T Lom- 
bard (Stade Francafe). C Juft let (Stade 
Ftancais). D Auradou (Stade Frantab). 
S Maroormet (Stade Frances), M Dal 
Maso (Cotomlera). 

Referee: C Thomas (Wales) 


15 G Metcalfe (Glasgow Cal) 

14 C Mather ..(Edinburgh R'vers) 

13 A Tbit (Edinburgh R'vers) 

12 J Leslie (Sanix) 

11 K Logan (Wasps) 

10 G Townsend (Brive) 

9 G Armstrong (Newcastle, capt) 

1 D Hilton (Bath) 

2 G Bulloch (Glasgow Cal) 

3 P Burnell ...(London Scottish) 

4 S Murray.... (Bedford) 

5 S Grimes (Glasgow Cal) 

6 B Fountey (Northampton) 

7 M Leslie (Glasgow Cal) 

8 S Reid (Leeds) 


irenj. P w 
Reed (Wasps). G Graham (Newcastle). 
5 Brotherecone (Edinburgh). 

Kick-off: 2.15 (BBC1) 


SPORTING DIGEST 


ATHLETICS 

Butch Reynolds, the world 400 
metres record-holder, will compete 
For an International invitation team 
agafnsc South Africa and England in 
Pretoria today. Reynolds, who es- 
tablished the world mark of 
43.29sec in Zurich in 1988, is parr 
of a line-up which also Includes 
World Cup 800m champion. Marta 
Mu tola of Mozambique. England are 
led by Judy Oakes, the three-time 
Commonwealth Games shot cham- 
pion. 

BADMINTON 
JAPAN OPEN Obfcyo) Men's singles, 
second round: P Gatie Christensen (Den) 
bt B Flockharr (Sen) 15-8 15-4. 

BASEBALL 

NATIONAL LEAGUE: St Louis 9 Mil- 
waukee 4: San Francisco 12 San Diego 
A; Montreal 5 New Work Mets 1 : Philadel- 
phia 6 Atlanta 3; Chicago Cubs 2 Hous- 
ton 1 ; Colorado A Uas Angeles 2. 
AMERICAN LEAGUE: Urmpa Bay 6 Bal- 
timore 3: Boston A Kansas city l : Min- 
nesota 11 Toronto 9: Cleveland 9 
Anaheim 1. 

-BASKETBALL 

NBA: Boston 101 Toronto 89: Orlando 
73 Cleveland 69; San Antonio 32 Hous- 
ton 83; Utah 92 Golden State 85: Seat- 
tle 87 Portland 8G: LA Clippers 99 
Minnesota 91. 


CYCLING 

Francesco Moser, one of the first rid- 
ers to admit taking performance en- 
hancers. is convinced the sport 
cannot get rid of doping. ‘We will 
have to live with doping. Pure cy- 
cling is Just an illusion.- he told the 
French sports newspaper L'Equipe. 
The Italian beat the one-hour world 
record In 1984 using blood trans- 
fusion techniques, ‘it helped a lot. 
for sure. I don’t know how much. 
But you know. I was cold [France's 
Jacques] Anquetil also changed 
blood years before l did," he said in 
the interview. 

TOUR OF THE BASQUE COUNTRY 
(Lefcmnberri, Sp) Thursday’s Fourth 
stage (197km): 1 K Moerenhout 
(Neth) Rabobank 5hr 2 2 min 17sec; 2 
F Secchlari (li) Saeco +2Bsec; 3 D de 
PaoD (It) Arnica Chips same time: 4 G 
Rgueras (It) Mapd +1mln 32sec: 5 U 
Boles (Ger) Telekom; G G Verheyen (Bel) 
Lotto: 7 L Jalabert (Fr) ONCE: 8 D Re- 
bellln (It) Pold; 9 N Aebersoki (Swtt) 
Rabobank; lO V EKJmov (Rus) Arnica 
Chips all S/L Overall Standings: 1 Jal- 
aben: 1 8hr 37mln 59sec 2 RebeJlin s/t: 

3 B Fernandez (Sp) Euskatel +21 sec 

4 Boles +32; 5 Aebersold: 6 Rgueras: 
7 M Acres (Bel) Lotto: 8 J C Dominguez 
(Sp) VUadiao Seguras; 9 W Belli (It) Fes- 
dna; 10 B Zberg (Swit) Rabobank all s/t. 


FOOTBALL 

MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER: Los Angeles 
Galaxy 1 Columbus Crew 1 (Columbus win 
shoot-out 3-2). 

HOCKEY 

THURSDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Sultan 
Azlan Shah Cup (Kuala Lumpur) Sev- 
enth day: Pakistan a Germany 2: Korea 
3 Malaysia 1; Canada 2 New Zealand ~ 


S ): 5-6di place: Malaysia 
■4th: Germany v Cana- 
da. Final: Pakistan v Korea. 

ICE HOCKEY 
NHL: Tampa Bay 3 Boston 0; New Jer- 
sey 1 Washington 0: New York Islanders 
3- Montreal 1; Ottawa 3 Toronto 1: 
Philadelphia 3 Pittsburgh 1. Chicago 6 
New York Rangers 2: Los Angeles 3 San 
Jose 2. 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

Two Northern Ford Premiership 
clubs have been handed suspended 
fines after being found guilty of 
brawling. York were fined £1 .000 
and Workington £500 for their part 
in fighting that marred their match 
on 2 1 March. Two ocher dubs. Hun- 
slet and Barley, have been ordered 
to pay £250 with a Further £500 sus- 
pended for 12 months following a 
brawl in their Alliance match. 


COMMONWEALTH 

GAMES 

Melbourne has won the right to host 
the 2006 Games as the Australian 
dty was the only candidate when 
nofTdnations dosed yesterday Ronald 
walker, the bid organiser, said that 
his team had visited every delegate 
in 70 countries to ensure it beat its 
rivals. The bailor bew is now closed 
and Melbourne is host dty for 2006 
- subject to ratification later this year." 
Walker said. Melbourne, which lost 
a bid for the 1 996 Olympics to At- 
lanta, emerged as the sole candidate 
for the 2006 event when the New 
Zealand capltaL Wellington, withdrew 
amid claims that Melbourne had un- 
beatable state government backing. 
Interest from India and South Africa 
was never formalized. Michael Fen- 
nell, a Games official.' said the Mel- 
bourne bid met ail the requirements 
laid down by the federation and the 
consent of the general assembly at 
Its October meeting in Fiji was al- 
most a formality 


AINTREE 

Going: MikJmay - Good: Hurdles & 
National Good l Good to Soft in places) 
2Mt 1. BARTON (L Wy*} 2-7f3* 2. An* 
taler 14-1; *. PwNwt <*»«• >0-1 . G 

raa.2.2an'£aStMty Maimn).Tbt*=£13a 

£1.20, £2.40. OF. £3.70. CSR €5.03. 
2351 T. DIRECT ROUTE (N WWlamson) 
7-2; 2. MuSlgMo 10-1:3. Can Equina®* 
1 1-10 tut « mu. Nk. 2%, 0 HflWrdJww- 
son. Crook). was 0.40: £2.10, E2-10. OF: 
£2100. C5F: £27.80. 

3.10: 1. SPENDS) (RJofagO ?) TOM OMc 
? t miag* Mag 11-2:3. Matawtfl 7-2. 7 

3.45ft- LETEN TIMMY (A Dobbin) 14-1. 

2. Linden's Lotto 15-2: 3. MritruB* 
Mmmymm i8-l;4,T1nOaEbadtWBTM. 
Mram.9-2 tavGrisjyEsmiral (puDeifiip). 

3, 3. (S Braokstow. urnrujon)-**® 

£18.00; E3.30, £150. €4. 6?. £3^0. D£: 
£52 JO. CSF: £1 04.55. Thcast: £1.604.44. 
Tri/taa; E2.025JO. ^ . , , 

4J0: 1. KW<S*S ROAD (C U ewcUyn).3-I 

! t fair. 2- 7-1: 3. SmRawra 


CRICKET SCOREBOARD 


FIRST-CLASS MATCHES 

Second day of three WORCESTERSHIRE - Hnt innings 

Cambridge Unhr v Lancashire (Owmighi. 284-6] 

ir..- ,_n rnrr 5 R LiWlpKMMt OUt '4 

Cambridge University won toss p h HBngwortn not out . 0 

CAMBRHXK UMVERSnY- Hrtt lutings Ekrras (d 5. ib2. nb4| II 

2fi1 for 7 dec (QJ Hughes) 84. KD walk- feral (for 6 dne, 97 overs) 284 

er 55). Did not tun A Slimy*. C G riptrot. J M dr 

M l , 06 Bowling: Khw 2J.J-J4-1; EJdir 15-4-35- 

Jf i b vifaito 46 0. NtothS 19-V55-2. Hlnks .'6-10-61 2. Fu+ 

^ J C LovwKl se o walkef 4b ton i-i-O-O: Btync iS-l-52-1 

P 1 - "« out OXFORD UMriflERSTTV - Hnt Innings 

Curas (b5. lb 14) . . .-.--is j M Ltjyw uw. o Shertyat ... O 

Total (tar 1 dcs. 89 nM| 045 N 0 p, r(w t Soljnki b Dr U Pena 0 

run, ,ao JAG Fulton c Soianki 0 Lampirt 1 

B W Bryne Ibw b De U Pena . 12 

DM not bae M E Harvey. ■G D LJoyd. M -j a Claughron c Wesion 

Matklnson. U J Haynes. C P Schofield. G b De la Pena 23 

Chappie. R J Green. M P Smethuw. J J Bull c Rhodes b De la P:iu to 

Bo-ting: Ha ball 12-5-32.0. Pbntolt Id- ‘ " 5 

1-42-0: Lovro 15-5-53-0; Itoss 9-2-37-0; n inLfhTv V Z Z"Z. I 

L«eridgr9-l-T9-0: Itelter 14-1-43-1. t C Hlnks c Sdanki b Upiror 9 

CAHB UNIVERSITY -Second fusings D P Mather not out 0 

K D M Walker c Haynes b SmetiknU 0 Extras (NS. It>5. nb6) 1 1 

I Mohammed not out ' 1 Tbtad (433 overs) 

Q J Hughes not out 17 ft* 1-0. 2-5. 3-19. 4-22. J-61 . 6-62. 7-77, 

BrnnuOMl 1 B-71.9-74. 

■feral (tar 1, 143 overs) —29 BomOhb Sheriyar 13-4-25-2. De la Pena 

14-6-1T-6: Lampirt 6-5-1-1. Llptrai 
Mr 1-1. 5.3-1-18-1: llllnrwortli 5- 1-8-0. 

Umpires.- D R Shepfierd and M R Benson. Unpins: P Willey ant) P Adams 


RACING RESULTS 


UCb 1 . KHAYRAMANI (F M Berry) 7-2 
fan: 2. (Msec 14-1; 3. Sadler’s Rente 
7-1. IS ran. 1 4. (C Roche. Curragh]. 
JMV £3.70: £2.30. £5.60. £2.70. DF: 
£47.10. CSF: £4936. Tricer £31 5.48. NR: 
Darapour. 

520: 1 . B0B3MEIS DU MOULM (R Dun- 

woody) 7-2 CO foe 2 Clinton 7-2 co fav; 
3.Astnmfl Bey 11-1. B ran. 7-2 co favs 
island Chief. WngWah Honr -J M ' - i 1 *® 
Veneda Williams); TeMi £3.90; £l -90. 
£1.30. £2.80. DR £4.80. CSR £16.58. 
Tr lease £115.92. 

Jackpoc £7.086.00. 

Pbcepoc £156.40. Ottadpotr £48.80. 
Place & £167.4 3. Ware 5t E13B.9B. 

UMGRELD 

Going 1 Standard 

230*. 1. PAWS STAR (K Daileyl 1 1-4; 2. 
Dima React Ion 4-5 for. 3, Kindt 5-1. 7 
ran. 'A. 2. U Beny COctertum). Ub £330, 
£1.70. £1.10 DF. £2.60. CSR E5.13. 
ZSBi 1. LITTLE rtAiy fC Rutter) 5-6 for, 
ijonibairti GW 10-1: 3- An* Gold 25-1. 
6 ran. 3 V>. 2% (PCote. Wtaicombe) 

£1 60. El. 10. E2.60. OF: £3.30. CSR 

NO MERCY (T Qulim) 9-4; 2. Son 
Of Snun 7-2; 3, Sttfti 1 4-1 . A ran. 1 1 -1 0 

rav YWk m RMwn (4th). 2 h- 26 U Hills), 
feev £2.60. PP £4.30. CSF: £8 85. 


4,05: 1, TIME 70 FLV (D Siweney) 11-1: 
2. Elhaay Print* 11-1:3. Mallla 7-1 . 10 
ran. 7-2 fav AJJaz. 1, nk. (B Murrayj tatm: 
£1630; E3.70, £3.60, £140. DF: £41.90 
CSF: £115.27. Tricast: £851 13. 

AAO: 1. CONFRONTS (PDoe) 12-1:2. 

D Dcsdne 6-1 . 3. Casdns Burning 100- 
30 tail 13 ran. Nk. 2. [S Dow)- TMe: £15.00: 
£3.20. £3.70. El .30. DF; £56.40 CSF- 
E71 85. Trlcasr £274.02. NR: CtbiM 
5,10: 1. STOPPE5 BROW (R BnsUfldl 2-1 
fav: 2. Motabari 5-1. 3. Shades OF Love 
7-2 Gran. 2. 3. IGL Moore!. Ibtc: E2.20; 
£1.10. £2.70. DF- £5.60. CSF. £11.63. 
Nnhoc £1 16,10, Ouadpet £38 20. 
Place G: £145 Jl. Plan 5: £126 S5 

SEDGEF1ELD 

Going: Firm (Good to firm in places) 
2.1ft 1. SEFTON BLAKE (B5toiey I 10-1. 
2. Saucy Nun 2Q-1; 3. Amaxlng Sail 8-1. 
14 ran. 15-8 ft* The Grev Bay 6. 2 (M 
Meagher. Onnskjrt) Tow: £6 20. £l 10. 
C3.M. £3.20. DF £45 70 CSF £188 84 
Tricasr. £1,570.75. NR Dauphin Etleu. Leap 
In The Dark. 

2.45: 1. IN GOOD BWTH (N Smilh) 8-1. 
2. Ertny '■-1: 3. Kartsma 8-1 8 ran. 3-1 
fevCurtainsaccnopwell (Stti) 6. 27.. (R Barr, 
MUdiestiOfOugh). 'Bite; £11.50. £2.00. 
E2.10. D 00 DF: £27 10 CSF. £37.65. Trr 
casr. £244 36 


of TVnilouse. who wins his first 
cap today, are intended to give 
the French a greater presence 
in support Preparations were 
disrupted even more when 
Thomas Lievremont, who has 
been diagnosed with lumbago, 
was replaced by Christophe 
Juillet of Stade Francais. 

Scotland, on the other hand, 
come to the Stade de France vir- 
tually as favourites. As they 
showed against Ireland three 
weeks ago, their capacity to 
breach the opposition defence, 
to keep the b^ll in hand and to 
attack from all parts of the field 
makes them particularly dan- 
gerous. Gregor ’Ibwnsend, play- 
ing alongside the unassuming 
but flawless New Zealander 
John Leslie, has blossomed into 
a world-class attacking stand-off. 
His flair, added to the experience 
of Leslie, Alan Tait and Gary 
Armstrong and the finishing 
skills of Kenny Logan and 
Cameron Murray mean that 
for once, Scotland have the edge 
over France behind the scrum. 

Unfortunately for Scotland 
the injuries to Eric Peters and 
Tbm Smith will be sorely felt in 
the pack. This said, the second- 
rowers Stuart Grimes and Scott 
Murray are capable of domi- 
nating at line-out, while the 
front row of Dave Hilton. GordoD 
Bulloch and Paul Burnell have 
a rare opportunity of taking on 
a French scrum which has 
struggled to find form this year. 

This, however, is not the 
first time Scotland have come 
to Paris buoyed by a wave of op- 
timism, only to be overcome by 
the intensify and the passion of 
the French and their public. 
They have only won once here 
in the last 30 years and Jim 
Telfer, who says this is his last 
Championship game as coach, 
has seen it all before. “There is 
no way we will be taking the 
French lightly. They may not be 
the impressive machine they 
have been in the past But they 
still have some superb players." 
/on Borthwick writes for L'Equipe 



mm 


Scotland's Kenny Logan practises his kicking at the Stade de France in Paris yesterday 
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Call for ban from Namibia 


NAMIBIA'S SPORTING contact 
with the rest of the world could 
become as restricted as South 
Africa's used to be. Black rugby 
union clubs in the country have 
called for a ban on all interna- 
tional competition involving 
the country unless the white- 
dominated union meets its far- 
reaching demands. 

The teams have asked the 
Namibian Sports Council to 
impose the ban in support of 
their campaign for 40 per cent 
black representation in the 
national team, as well as the 
the resignation of Andries 
Wahl, the Namibian Rugby 
Union president, and a gov- 
ernment commission of in- 
quiry into all aspects of the 
running of the game. 

Four black clubs recently 
withdrew from the 15-strong 


BY ANDY COLQUHOUN 

national league as the first 
part of their protest. 

“White supremacy still 
maintains its stranglehold on 
rugby," a representative of the 
dubs said. "The concept of 
national reconciliation is 
completely forei gn in Namibian 
rugby. 

“Even during matches be- 
tween black and white clubs, 
white referees discriminate 
openly against black teams. 
The whistle is used very 
effectively to ensure white 
dominance." 

The NSC is expected to 
makea decision on a ban by the 
middle of this month. 

“There is no need for a com- 
mission of inquliy as I know the 
history of rugby better than 


anyone In this country" Karl 
Persendti the NSC chairman, 
said. 

“I am a black man myself 
and a former rugby player and 
22 years ago I was discrimi- 
nated against. Nothing has 
changed. 

“An international ban would 
be catastrophic for the sport 
but the current situation is not 
acceptable to the people of 
this country, nor to the 
government 

“If drastic change does not 
take place, we may have to 
close the doors and start 
anew." 

Rugby union in Namibia, a 
country three times the size of 
Britain but largely made up of 
desert and semi-desert, is 
almost exclusively confined to 
the white Afrikaner and 


coloured races which make up 
approximately 12 per cent of 
the population of 1.8 million. 

The NRU has only 900 reg- 
istered players and is too poor 
to pay its representatives at the 
World Cup. Namibia are sched- 
uled to meet France, Fiji and 
Canada in Pool C in France in 
October. 

“We will participate at the 
World Cup unless we are re- 
strained from doing so by our 
government We don't disagree 
with the demands, just with the 
time frame," Wahl said. • 

Namibia have been prepar- 
ing for the World Cup by 
playing in a South African 
provincial competition which 
exdudes the top 120 players on 
Super 12 duty. After seven 
rounds, they have yet to win a 
match. 


Jones the 
power as 
Wales 
win Slam 


By Andrew Baldock 
at The GnoU 

Wales Under-21 36 

England Under-21 21 

INSPIRED BY their fly-half and 
captain Stephen Jones, Wales 
Under -21 coasted to a Five Na- 
tions Grand Slam with an em- 
phatic victory’ over England 
yesterday. Jones scored 21 
points as Wales gained revenge 
for their 46-7 drubbing by Eng- 
land in Worcester last season. 

A 2000-strong crowd at Neath 
revelled in some of the Welsh 
play, an adventurous approach 
which left a disappointing Eng- 
land side floundering. Wales' 
latest victory followed wins 
against Scotland Ireland and 
France, but the scorehne did not 
do them justice after England 
scored late consolation tries 
through Iain Balshaw and Mike 

Tindall 

To complete a miserable af- 
ternoon for England, their cap- 
tain Alex Sanderson was shown 
a yellow card by referee Jean- 
Christophe Jastou for stamping 

Wales were ahead after 13 
minutes. Jones and centre 
David Hawkins making the ini- 
tial headway, and hooker Gareth 
Williams touching down. Jones 
added the conversion. 

England front row forward 
Steve Whiter and Michael Ward 
both earned ticking-ofis from the 
referee for foul play, and al- 
though London Irish By-half 
James Brown kicked two penal- 
ties to reduce the arrears, Wales 
surged to a prolific scoring burst 
nine minutes before half-time. 

After Jones had landed a 
short-range penalty. Newport 
No 8 Nathan Bonner-Evians 
rounded off some lively for- 
ward work before scrum-half 
Gareth Cooper was sent sprint- 
ing to the corner flag by New- 
port flanker Alix Pdpham. Jones 
converted the Bonner-Evans 
try and Whies held a 22-6 inter- 
val advantage. 

England, despite fielding sev- 
eral players with Premiership 
experience, offered little in re- 
sponse and Wales made the 
game safe when Jones touched 
down following a drive from a 
line-out. England were down 
and out, but they dug deep to pro- 
duce Balshaw and Tindall's con- 
solation tries. 


RUGBY UNION 

Police are searching for 12 members 
of the Ivory Coast under- 19 team 
who failed to return home to West 
Africa after competing in world 
championships in Wales. The Home 
Office, which controls immigration, 
said the players' entry visas expired 
on Thursday night and they could 
now be arrested and deported. 

UNDER-21 INTERNATIONAL (Neath) i 
Wales [22) 36. Eng land (6| 21. Wales; 
Tries Bonner-Evans. Groper. S Jones. 
Williams: Cons S Jones 2 : Fens S Jones 4 
England: Tries Balshaw Tindall. Cm Bal- 
snaw: Pens Brown 3 
SUPER 12 (Dunedin, NZ): Ougo High- 
landers 23 Canterbury CrusaOrrs 6 


SAILING 

Ian Martin, a 14-year-old from 
Fleet. Hampshire, became one of the 
youngest competitors to ever win 
Che Volvo National Youth Champion- 
ship in the 420 dinghy at Grafham 
Water, Cambridgeshire, yesterday. 
The top women were Nicky Baines 
of Truro and Jemima Marshall of 
Lymington. The men's Laser 1 divi- 
sion was won by one point by Andy 
Commander of Shaldon. Devon, 
from Mark Howard of Lee-on-Solent. 
but Bonnie Holt won the women's 
Laser Radial convincingly. All of them 
will form rhe Great Britain team for 
the World Youth Championships at 
Kuipio. Finland, in July 


SNOOKER 

BRITISH OPEN (Plymouth) Ouaner-fl- 
nals: A HimJron (Engl bi 6 Hendry fS<-Oi 
5-3: J Higgins [Scoj hi B Morgan iF.ngi 5-0 


SPEEDWAY 

WEDNESDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Craven 
ShMd: Ipswich 5 3 E.<sr>x*irnr 40 Premiar 
Natloual Trophy: Sheffield 58 WorVingi™ 


TENNIS 

BAUSCH AND LOMR WOMEN'S OPEN 
(Amelia Island, Fla) Singles, third 
round: A Kouinikova iRu$) hi l Dovenpoti 
(US) 6-4 6-1: M Seles lUSl Ct A FdMi |Fi i 
6-0 6-1: M Pierce iFr) br N Dechv (f'l 2- 
6 6-4 6-3; A Coecrer (SA| hr V RuJiih Pas- 
oral (Spl 6-1 7-5; P Scnnvctri iSwln hr I 
Gorrotrwtegu (Are) 7-5 6-?. C Manlnrc |Sp) 
bl C Rubin (US] 7-6 5- f 6-2. R IJrwpmn 
(Rom) bi B Scfieii |Aus) 6-2 0-2. F 7ulu- 
3g3 ICdl &t 5 Jeyaseetw [Cm) 6-4 6-2 
GIROBANK TOUR (Wimbledon) 
Women's singles, quarter-finals: L Her- 
bert (Hens) hr J Luiicwa iNusi 1-3 'ct. N 
Payne (5co) bi J Dpvuson iSusw-1 G-3 7-5. 
V Davies ilMal) bt L Prrhns (Durham and 
Cleveland) 7-6 6-n. h War nr- Holland 
(Dorset) bt K Elliott (Herts! 6-3 6-+ 


3.20: 1 . HOXONSTOWN LASS (Mi F WjI- 
ford) 8-1 1 rav. 2, Dromhana 70 I 3. 5yd 
Croon 7-2 8 ran. 4. 29 |1 IValluiri. She- 
riff Hu l lor | Due: fcl 40. fl ->«■' if “0. 
£1.50. DF. £13.10. CSF £16 '5 
3.55: 1. CUMBERLAND BLUES |LCrt*> 
et] 1 4. r 2. partalr 6- 1.3. Tire ■toaster 5-1 
10 ran. 9-2 fav Brighter Snade|6ta| 7-. 
9. (A Lockwood) Tow: £14 30. £3 50. 
£1 60. £1 40 DF £28 70 CSF £83 70 Tn- 
cast: £426.63. 

4.3ft I. AMLWCH (5 Kcllyr 5-.’. 2. Bara- 
bergh Boy 10-11 lav 3. Mefdnim ParJi 
14-1 8 ran. 2\\. 2 (J Berry i.c* rvimi 
tocm C 90. i\ 10. £1.10. £1 40 l» £3 00 
CSF £4 55 

5.0ft 1. THE GAMBOUER (Mi i Ci-rw- 
leyl 9-1. 2. Wrangd H-l 3- Teiaab 
100-1 10 ran. 2-1 Civ ljiaal> (6th) T Mi- 
hd (M Si^ersby. DrifliL-iai Tote: f 11 80 
£190. £2 10, £3 80 t+ £2 1 60 CM' 
E70 08 

5.30: 1. ACADEMY ('.-Ir-ri 7-1 2. Mov- 
ing Arrow 2-1. 3. Simlet l 7-1 10 ran. 

5-4 lav Andy's L.'id (4th) i (A lun-rlil 
late: £8 20 El 10 £2 10 k' W or 
£13 50 C5F ‘ |4 23 
Ptacepot: £570 flu Ouxlpot: £50 in 
Place 6: £606.73 Plate 5: 194 27 


10 months 
Sky Sports 



when you subscribe to Sky World for 12 months 

Sky World packages range from E27.99 to £29.99 per month. £30 connection fee. 

including 

Chelsea v 
Leicester City 

in their Premiership clash on Sunday 1 8th April 



(ref ND 285) 


Call 08702 42 42 42 

or visit your SkyDigital retailer today, to get installed in 
time for the game, exclusively live on Sky Sports 1 . 

Offer closes 25th April 1 999. 



digital? 


the home of sport 

vAmskydigital.ee uk 

Digital satellite system required lo watch SkyDigital. Subscribe to Sty World with any StyOflial Enlenaiimem imc* lor 12 months <md -je; SK Spons 1, 2 A .‘i Iree 
for rue firsi io menrr* f ,„ i *ih ih-r.Mi.j: • pay lei Sty Miinie World with yew chosen Sty EnlarUmmem F’ack 1« the first ten months (pncea currently range Irorri 
L22 to *X'4 99 decMYftna « « m Sfv Erfiafiaumwni Pac* you choose). Thereafter you wil £Wy (he prevailing price (or ihe option that you are receniig The; ijffer 
-iies ruji irxj,_jr> £* y otl«:r *•> i",- .wnd-atone premium channei3 which must be part let separately SiLKCripIton prices include VAT and may change, see 
wjherjipiKn lu criiaricie. Skv may refuse ap&Sca&ons lor this otter ai is dsoetioii. Ofter not avaflabie io ensbng Sty cirsiomeifs 

d men houseri**-.. rurf lir pubs. dm-i. * oih« vnwai e&iaDiishmenis. Tbs offer is noi avaibble with any olher Sty ofter. Sub&cnbers. rou&t be 18 or overt cHigriOiily SuC'iKl 
to Stains For Mitiri mlnmuhoii <: 'ill 
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MAY 

' Tetley’s Bitter Cup Final - Newcastle v Wasps 
Sky Sports 2 



JUNE 

Cricket World Cup Semi-Finals and Final 
Sky Sports 1 


JULY 

Pool World Championships 
Sky Sports 2 


AUGUST 

Start of US Open Tennis Championship 
Sky Sports 2 and 3 


SEPTEMBER 

Ryder Cup Golf - USA v Europe 
Sky Sports 1 


OCTOBER 

Super League Grand Final live from Old Trafford 
Sky Sports 1 



NOVEMBER 

South Africa v England 1st Test 
Sky Sports 2 



DECEMBER 

FA Cup 3nd Round 
Sky Sports 2 


JANUARY 
Worthington Cup Semi-Finals 
Sky Sports 2 



SPORTS 


THE INDEPENDENT 
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Brazilian Grand Prix: German driver primed to upset established order 
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Robinson 
faced with 
one-year 
suspension 

BY RICHARD TAYLOR 

JUST AS Derby Storm put one 
of their disciplinary problems 
behind than, another surfaced 
for the Budweiser League dub 
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Ferrari’s Michael Scbomacher shows his determination in practice for the Brazilian Grand Prix at Interl agos yesterday 


ABsport 


Jordan backs Frentzen 



EDDIE JORDAN firmly believes 
that the ambition of Eddie 
Irvine, his former driver; to be 
leading the world champi- 
onship into the San Marino 
Grand Prix in three weeks' 
time will be seriously threat- 
ened by the Jordan racer 
Heinz-Harald Frentzen this 
weekend. 

Jordan was in his usual ebul- 
lient form in Interiagos yes- 
terday, exuding the bonhomie 
of a man whose sale of 40 per 
cent of his company to the 
merchant bankers Warburg 
Pincus has liberated him from 
the financial worries that con- 
cern most people. 

“I tell you," Jordan insisted, 
“you overlook Heinz-Harald at 
your peril You just watch him. 
I told him at the beginning of 
the yean ‘1 want spunk. I want 
fire.’ And the guy is really fired 
up. He’s flying right now and 
he’s ready for it Don’t under- 
estimate him.“ 

Frentzen lies second to 
Irvine in the world champi- 
onship, after a successful start 
to his campaign in Australia 
where he challenged Irvine, 
the eventual winner, strongly 


Beeston 
aim to 
slip into 
play-offs 

by Bill Colwtll 


BEESTON, BACK from their ex- 
ploits in Europe last weekend in 
which they finished a creditable 
fifth in their first attempt in the 
European Club Championship, 
could upset the season's form 
books tomorrow and snatch a 
place in next weekend's Pre- 
miership play-offs at Reading. 

First, however, they must 
beat Southgate, already quali- 
fied for Reading, and then await 
the result from Canterbury. 
The Kent dub would lose out if 
beaten by Guildford. Math- 
ematically a large defeat for 
Reading at home to relegated 
Brooklands would also let Bee- 
ston in but the odds are heav- 
ily stacked against this. 

Beeston’s manager Graham 
Gri ffiths , announcing a full 
squad, said: “More than we 
had in Europe," referring to the 
absence of Philip Sully and An- 
drew West with the England 
Under- 1 8 squad winning Euro- 
pean Gold, and added: “We are 
looking forward to the game 
where much will depend on 
how Southgate approach it. 
Five days in Europehasgjven 
us a big bonus. We learnt more 
there than in half a season at 
home." Southgate wifi be with- 
out their high-scoring German 
international Eiko Rott, miss- 
ing with a knee injury. 

Peterborough Town, look- 
ing to regain their National 
League status, drew first blood 
in the Inter League play-offs at 
Milton K^es yesterday, beat- 
ing Fareham 2-1. 


By David Tremayne 
I n Sao Paulo 

until an air filter worked loose 
and partially blocked the en- 
gine’s intakes, duping the elec- 
tronic management system 
into automatically richening 
the fuel mixture. This forced the 
German to back off the throttle 
to conserve fuel and denied him 
the chance of pressuring Irvine 
into a mistake. “Without that,” 
Jordan insists, “Heinz would 
have been right up there." 

Interiagos is a tricky circuit 
at the best of limes, one of the 
most challenging in the Fbr- 
mula One calendar even though 
it was shortened dramatically at 
the start of the decade. It is 
made more demanding by its 
relatively low grip, steep gra- 
dients. slow infield corners and 
fast, sweeping turns. But the 
biggest problem is its numerous 
bumps, which can seriously 
destabilise the stiffly sprung 
modern generation of cars. Yes- 
terday the changeable weather 
added further to the challenge 
as the track was deluged short- 


ly before free practice began in 
the morning. 

If Frentzen is one of the dark 
horses for the Brazilian Grand 
Prix, yesterday it was business 
as usual initially as the McLaren 
duo. David Coulthard and Mika 
Hakkinen. headed the times 
when conditions were at their 
worst Frentzen, the newcomer 
Stephane Sarrazin (replacing 
the injured Luca Badoer at Mi- 
nardi), Jamo Hulli, Giancarlo 
Fisichella, Pedro de la Rosa 
and Ralf Schumacher all spun 
as they explored the limit of grip. 

Behind the McLarens, local 
hero Rubens Barrichello was a 
star in his Stewart-Fbrd. After 
getting out with little over 20 
minutes left in the first session, 
the Brazilian rewarded the pa- 
tience of his spectating coun- 
trymen with, temporarily, the 
third fastest time, once again 
underlining the performance he 
had shown in the first race. But 
as the track began to dry out 
more it became a lottery. 
Fisichella pushed his Benetton 
to the top of the timesheets be- 
fore Damon Hill surged ahead. 
Then Coulthard restored the 
status quo as the track dried 


further chased in the dosing 
stages by Barrichello. Trulli 
and Johnny Herbert in the sec- 
ond Stewart as the Scotsman's 
team pushed into the top five, 
vying for third place. 

Ultimately Ralf Schumacher 
timed the switch to dry’ weath- 
er tyres the best undercutting 
Coulthard's time by three and 
a half seconds to head Fisichel- 
la and his brother Michael 

“It really was as simple as 
that" Schumacher said. “I got 
out at the right time, on the 
right tyres." 

But while the German cele- 
brated, his Winfield Williams 
team-mate Alex Zanardl the 
reigning American ChampCar 
champion, lay at the bottom of 
the times after his car had 
stopped with an electrical fault 
after one lap and remained in the 
garage throughout the session. 

Friday practice times are a 
notoriously unreliable index of 
performance, as many teams 
run with differing fuel loads and 
not all are looking for ultimate 
speed at this stage. But a wet 
race on a weekend in which the 
forecast is not favourable, may 
be the answer to Michael 


Schumacher’s prayers. How- 
ever much the Ferrari team try 
to put a brave face on things 
after McLaren’s upsetting pace 
in the season opener in Mel- 
bourne, it is dear that the red 
cars still have a long way to go 
before they can challenge on 
sheer speed Yesterday a team 
insider admitted, “McLaretfs 
pace in Australia simply 
stunned us. There was no way 
we expected to be so far behind. 
We knew that we went there 
without the optimum aerody- 
namic package, but though 
we’ve done a lot of testing since 
then I would say that we have 
no better than halved the gap.” 
There are already rumours 
of a witchhunt within a team 
desperate to win the title this 
season, and in the climate of 
growing demoralisation a wet 
race might turn things upside 
down and give Schumacher a 
much-needed chance to daw 
back some of the deficit soon- 
er than expected His bravura 
display of car control as he 
threw the Ferrari round yes- 
terday was a timely reminder of 
his uncanny talent, and perhaps 
also his mounting frustration. 


player Maurice Robinson was 
banned from the game for one 
year after failing to supply a 
complete urine sample during 
a Sports Council doping control 
test 

The better news for Storm 
was that Yorick Williams rejoins 
their line-up for tonight's open- 
ing gamp against Thames Val- 
ley Tigers in thdr best of three 
play-off quarter-final, after com- 
pleting his regular season ban 
following the brawl at Chester 
in January. 

Derby are now appealing 
against Robinson 1 sban, which 
will dear him to play tonight 
and in Wednesday’s second 
leg. However; if the appeal 
fails and the tie goes to a third 
game, Robinson could miss 
that and the finals at Wembley 
in three weeks’ time, if Derby 
qualify. 

Robinson's offence occurred 
when he was one of eight play- 
ers tested by the Sports Coun- 
cil following the League frophy 
final at the NEC on 13 March, 
which Derby lost to Manches- 
ter Giants. 

Players are often dehydrat- 
ed after games and Robinson 
could not supply a sample suf- 
ficient fra* analysis. But after he 
was given extra time to con- 
sume fluids, Robinson left the 
arena without providing the 
sample. 

A statement by the Doping 
Control Committee of the Eng- 
lish Basketball Association con- 
firmed the “acceptance of the 
situation by the player” and 
added: “Failure to provide a 
complete sample constitutes 
a doping offence." 

The Thames Valley Tigers’ 
coach, Paul James, was in the 
meantime playing down the re- 
turn of the England interna- 
tional Williams to the Derby 
line-up prior to tonight’s 
match. 

James said: u Tm sure he 
feels he has something to prove 
and that could disrupt them. 
Derby have played pretty well 
without Yorick." 


Hamilton 
has the 
measure 


Gateshead seek clarification 


GATESHEAD, STILL seething 
over the glut of penalties that 
they believe cost them their last 
game at Warrington, have 
asked the Rugby League to 
study the video and tell them 
where they went wrong. 

The new Super League fran- 
chise lost at WDderspool after 
leading for most of the game 
despite an 18-5 penalty count 
against them. 

“We can’t get the points back 
and we don’t want to be w hing- 
ing Aussies." said the Thun- 
der’s chief executive. Shane 
Richardson. “But we are con- 
cerned, because it seems that 
playing at home can be such a 
big advantage." 

It is Gateshead's turn to be 
at home today, but Richardson 
says that their supporters, still 
new to the game, do not exert 
the same influence on referees. 
“It was a cauldron at WiJder- 
5 pool," he said. 

Gateshead have doubts over 
Andrew Hick and A dam Maher; 


By DAVE Had FIELD 

while their opponents Halifax, 
who have shown few signs yet 
of last season's form, might wel- 
come back Kelvin Skerrett and 
Chris Chester. 

Going to Wigan when lead- 
ing them in the table will not be 
the only novel experience for 
Warrington tomorrow. The 
Wigan team will also add to the 
air of unfamiiiarity. 

Injuries have forced John 
Monie to pair Andy Fbrrell and 
Jason Robinson at half-back, 
with Wes Davies at full-back for 
Kris Radlinski, who is to see a 
specialist about a knee injury 
that could keep him out for 
three months. 

“It’s a bonus for us," said the 
Warrington coach, Darryl Van 
de Velde. “But they've still got 
a lot of good players and adapt- 
able players We can’t dismiss 
them, but we’re still going there 


with a spring in our step after 
four wins.” 

Van de Velde hopes that 
Simon Gillies and the influential 
Scott Wilson will be fit to return, 
but Jon Roper's absence for at 
least another month gives 
Michael Wainwright the chance 
to re-establish himself at loose 
forward, after wbat his coach 
calls the best form of his career 
over Easter. 

No club did better over 
Easter than the Sheffield 
Eagles, whose two victories 
have almost persuaded their 
coach, John Kean of the virtues 
of playing twice a week. 

“It’s turned our season 
around," he said. “The most 
that you will be able to lose and 
get into the top five will be about 
10 games, so to have lost four 
at this stage would put you up 
against it" 

Chris Thorraair’s reward for 
the clever kick that effectively 
won the match against Hull in 
the last minute is likely to be a 


return to the reserves when the 
Eagles meet Leeds tomorrow. 

“He did remarkably well be- 
cause he had been having a bit 
of a nightmare, but now the 
thing to do could be to take him 
out of the firing line," said Rear 
of the young Geordie. Rear will 
also be without the injured 
Steve Molloy but could bring 
back Matt Crowther. 

Two teams without a point 
Huddersfield and Hull meet in 
what already looks like a crunch 
match. ‘Tm still very positive,” 
said the Huddersfield coach, 
Malcolm Reilly after their latest 
defeat by Castleford on 
Wednesday night “I don't think 
our first win is far away." 

Salford, the other team with- 
out a point will find out whether 
Andy Gregory’s regime of 
7.00am training sessions this 
week has done them any good 
when they face Castleford, 
while Bradford, stin ging from a 
heavy defeat at St Helen’s, could 
take it out on Wakefield Trinity. 


Racism backfires on St Kilda player 


A LEADING Australian Rules 
footballer has stood down for a 
month and effectively fined 
himself A$2o,ooo <£8,iooi yes- 
terday after admitting to taunt- 
ing a black opponent 

Peter Everitt also under- 
took to attend a four-week 
counselling course on Aborig- 
inal issues. His derision, pre- 
empting a formal fine, was 
welcomed by the country's 
Aboriginal leaders after a spate 
of racial incidents on Aus- 
tralia’s sporting fields this 
month. 

Gatjil Djerrkura, the chair- 
man of the Aboriginal and Tor- 
res Strait Islander Commission, 
said football players and dubs 
were “now on dear notice that 


racist taunts will no longer be 
tolerated on the playing field 
and that a heavy price will be 
payed by offenders." 

Everitt, who plays for St 
Kilda, admitted racially vilifying 
a Melbourne opponent, Scott 
Chisholm, during a match in 
Melbourne last Sunday. 

He taunted Chisholm about 
the highly symbolic red, black 
and gold Aboriginal colours on 
his mouthguard and admitted 
using “other offensive terms". 

“I put this discipline on my- 
self and I’ve spoken to Scott, Tm 
going to undergo a four-week 
awareness program.” Everitt 


said. “I’ve probably crossed a 
line that shouldn't be crossed" 
Australian Rules, which has 
the highest number of Aborig- 
inal players at the elite level of 
any Australian sport, intro- 
duced a Racial and Religious 
Vilification Code in 1995 after a 
series of racial spats. Up until 
now the code has never been 
used. Had Everitt not pre- 
empted a tribunal hearing he 
could have been the first play* 
er punished under it. 

The Everitt row came a 
week after another incident 
that stirred debate on the issue 
of racism in Australian Rules. 

Sam Newman a former star 
player and current TV person- 
ality, painted his face black to 


impersonate the Aboriginal 
player Nicky Winraar after the 
Aboriginal player pulled out of 
an appearance on his show. 

Winmar is a leading advocate 
of Aboriginality in the Aus- 
tralian Foot^ League, In 1993, 
responding to taunts from op-’ 
posing fans, he famously raised 
his jersey during a match 
against Collingwood and point- 
ed to the colour of his skin. 

Djerrkura said that, while 
Australia had a proud sporting 
tradition, the events of the past 
two weeks had threatened to 
stain its reputation. 

“Racism is a corrosive phe- 
nomenon and strong leadership 
is needed to ensure it fa quick- 
ly stamped out,” he said. 


ANTHONY HAMILTON finally 
got the measure of Stephen 
Hendry for the first time yes- 
terday to reach the semi -fina ls 
of the British Open in Ply- 
mouth. 

After eight consecutive de- 
feats, the Nottingham profes- 
sional beat Hendry 5-3. 
“Stephen didn’t play to his nor- 
mal standard but this fa a great 
result for me," the world No ll 
said. 

Hendiy was not too dis- 
turbed by his defeat, saying, 
“There is nothing much wrong 
with my game. It's just my con- 
centration that let me down 
today. If I don’t get that right it 
will show up even more in the 
longer frame matches at 
Sheffield. But it’s a good win for 
Anthony and he held himself to- 
gether well at the end.” 

John Higgins fa within two 
matches of retaining his title 
after another emphatic victory 
yesterday. The world champion 
achieved his second whitewash 
in four matches with a 5-0 
trouncing of Brian Morgan, the 
world No 27 from Tip tree. 

Higgins has dropped just 
two frames en route to the 
semi-finafa and now {days Peter 
Ebdon, the world No 7, or Irish 
No2, Fergal O’Brien. 

“I hope Peter gets through 
because I haven't got a good 
rocord against him and I owe 
tom a few," said the world 

No l. “But nealiy it doesn't mat- 
for- I’m just pleased to get this 
far without being stretched. 
Long may it continue.” 

Morgan was fortunate to 
beat Nick Walker in the previ- 
ous round, fluking the last red 
and clearing up to win on the 
pink for a 5-4 success. Higgins 
oatocored him 440 points to 37 
with breaks of 53, 47,48, 42, 44 
and loi. 

Brian missed a few shots 
and I managed to take advan- 
There’s not much more I 
can say," Higgins said. 
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the Sweeper 

By Clive White and Nick Harris 
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Down the aisle 
is Wenger’s style 


NOW WE know why Ar- 
senal are so successful 
* • ^ - Arsene Wenger is a 

true back-to-basics 
manager, and not just 
where tactics are concerned. 

“I am always happy when my 
players are married,” he said this 
week, reflecting that “having a fam- 
ily helped Ray Parlour." 

The Frenchman, aware that his 
own situation is somewhat uncon- 
ventional - he has a partner and 
child living in France - added: “I am 
in a bad position to say that because 
I am not married, but I am always 
happy when my players are mar- 
ried It gives them a natural disci- 
pline. they have to go home. You 
have got be much stronger mentally 
if you are not married I believe it 
makes them better mentally, better 
emotional stability -unless they are 
married to a nightmare.” 

Perhaps Wenger made his com- 
ments as the opening salvo in the 
mind games war with Alex Eterguson 
ahead of tomorrow's FA Cup semi- 
final. After all it was revealed in the 
Sunday papers last weekend that 
United's Dwight Yorke has been 
doing some scoring off the pitch re- 
cently But then again Yorke was al- 
legedly aided and abetted in those 
activities by his (attached) striking 
partner Any Cole, so perhaps it 


in Birmingham, Owen was asked 
which England manager was the 
best he’d ever played under. Look- 
ing more than a little relieved that 
the answer could be so easy be 
said: “I've only played under one, 
Glenn Hoddle,” and added in a 
whisper something to the effect oft 
“Phew, glad I got out of that one.” 


■■ OWEN WAS not the only 
L-^\ 111311 to be put in era- 
■ “ J barrasing circum- 
•wk-sX stances at the NEC. 

Richard Keys, the charm- 
ing and likeable Sky presenter, was 
called upon by Umbro to introduce 
England's new kit and co-ordinate 
a display of spectator placards that, 
if all the children in the a udien ce got 
it right, should have displayed “die 
world’s biggest-ever Umbro logo." 
The Sweeper wonders what Keys 


Old Trafford chant 
for their non-capcd 
DuKh'Crusd'der. 

•r- Dn-na, nn-na, 
nn-na, nn-na, 
£vNn-na, nn-na, 
^Ipa, nn-na, 
|Jaap Staml 


merely Wenger making a deepen 
more meaningful point about the 
sanctify of solid relationships. 

“If you have to go out every 
night to find a girl when you are 21 , 
22. it is not the best way to prepare 
for a football game,” Wenger added, 
but he did not elaborate on which 
of his young players might have 
been doing just that The Sweeper 
wonders what Wenger wfll do next 
in his quest for romantic harmony 
amongst his men. After all there’s 
a churdi next door to^ Villa Park (the 
venue tomorrow) and there are 
more than a couple of young batch- 
efors (Nicolas Anelka and Marc 
Overmars chief among them) in the 
Gunners side. Anyone for a mass 
weddirfg? 

MICHAEL OWEN has 
i let it be known that 

Glenn Hoddle is the 
best manager he's ever 
played under. Well sort 
of. At Thursday's launch of the 
new England kit at the “Match of 
The Day Live" show at the NEC 


KaSviV 


Batman theme 



was paid to plug the new kit, but 
feels sure it must have been rather 
a lot, given that he had to spout sen- 
tence after sentence in praise of the 
manufa cturer's shirts, balls and 
even shin pads. The only thing 
about the proceedings less con- 
vincing than Keys’ words was the 
giant logo itself which resembled not 
so much an Umbro sign, but rather 
a Damien Hirst abstract 

® LAST SATURDAY’S 
Hath Varsity football 
match at Craven Cot- 
tage did uot register a 
single line in most news- 
papers (for our readers’ infor- 
mation, Oxford won l-O). Yet there 
was a time when the universities 
of Oxford and Cambridge nur- 
tured not only the premier intel- 
lects of the age but also the most 
prodigious footballing talents. 


Between 1872 and 1911. 87 foil 
England caps and 58 England Am- 
ateur caps, in addition to 19 foil 
Wales caps and four Irish caps, 

were awarded to Oxford players 
alone, for 35 years, between 1952 
and 1987, the annual challenge 
match was played at Wembley 
when crowds of 10,000 were not 
uncommon and the game was 
comprehensively reported by the 
broadsheets. 

While the academic Game of the 
two universities remains unchal- 
lenged, their footballing reputa- 
tion has since declined. 
Professional dubs look to Centres 
of Excellence and Academies for 
their young talent, but this year 
the perception that footballers are 
not academics is under attack. Ox- 
ford included two players in their 
side last week who are attracting 
the interest of League clubs. 

The Welsh midfielder Steve 
Risbworth has foregone a profes- 
sional at Wrexham in order to 
study engineering at Balliol Col- 
lege. He played for Wrexham first 
team shortly before be went to Ox- 
ford and still t rains with them dur- 
ing his holidays. He hopes to be 
offered a contract when his stud- 
ies end in two years' time. The 
Northumbrian defender Aidan 
O'Brien, who is reading politics, 
philosophy and economics at 
Greyfriars College, also hopes to 
torn professional when his stud- 
ies end in June. A product of St 
Cuthbert’s School hi Newcastle, 
“the football school” as it is known. 
O'Brien has been training two 
mornings a week with Oxford 
United and has also attracted the 
attention of Barnet and Hartlepool 

in the North Lancashire 
I League, there’s a ref- 

" ™ /•' eree who never hangs 

around long enough to 
hear the players’ custom- 
ary grumble. The referee in ques> 
Son is, in fact, a bogus one who turns 
up at games, collects Ms £12 match 
fee and then vanishes before kick- 
off But not always. In a recent cup 
game, where the designated official 
failed, to turn up, he presented him- 
self as the said official at half-time, 
apologised for Ms lateness, took con- 
trol of the game, collected his match 
fee and then disappeared. A League 
spokesman said the con man was 
terrible at the job and probably very 
hard up. Not referee material then. 


Mascot on the mat 

Name: Terry the Tterron 
Club: Dundee United. 

Appearance: A fearsome fe- 
line, this giant Hon dresses to 
impress in the rather chic 
tangerine and black dub strip. 

Crime sheet: Tarry relishes 
Ms status as king of the jungle, 
and set about proving it when 
he appeared on the It’s a 
Knodmut football mascot spe- 
rial- In Ms determination to score in a penally 
shootout,^ Terry missed the ban but succeeded in boot- 
ing the television presenter. Tick Young, into the 
net instead. The combative cat guanls his den fierce- 
ly and has, in the past, made visits fay (he Old Firm 
sides to Tannadice Park a scary prospect He fa- 
mously attacked both Paul Gascoigne (when at 
Rangers) and Pierre van Hooijdonk (when at 
Celtic), although Gordon Durie got one back for 
Gazza by breaking Tory's nose with a left hook. Tterry 
has also’ been repeatedly warned for mooning at the 
away fans, by the chairman of the dub no less. 

In mitigation, your Honour: Terry only attacks 
when threatened, which is more than can be said 
for his to»m, who haven’t shown much bite in Grout 
of goal As for Terry’s mooning exploits, some cyn- 
ics might say that the fans are used to a load of old 
arse anyway so what’s the difference? 


MY TEAM 



Mark Russell 
Arsenal 

Radio 3 “Mixing It” DJ and composer 
“I watched Arsenal win the Double as a boy in 1971 
and later moved away from London. When I could 
afford to come back I bought a flat in Highbury and 
the estate agent said: ’It’s a good area, but you'll 
have to contend with all the football fans.' At that 
time, 1990, you could still turn up and get tickets 
for any game; but even when I couldn’t, like for Eu- 
ropean games, I could open my window and still 
get the atmosphere. My wife's a Geordie and we 
had to re-arrange our wedding because Arsenal 
werepiayiag Newcastle. My wife said if Arsenal had 
won that game, the wedding would've been off New- 
castle won 1-0. The Double is on for us this season, 
and I think well win 2-1 tomorrow against Man Utd." 


AS YOU WERE 



ALAN SUNDERLAND scored the winner for Arsenal against Manchester United in the nail-biting 1979 FA Cup final to make the score 3-2. As 
the sides prepare to square up in tomorrow’s semi-final at Villa Park, it cannot be confirmed that Sunderland left the Gunners to 
start a Jackson 5 tribute band, and that after this season, Arsene Wenger will leave to start a John Denver-a-like service. 


The price is right 


*f' NOEL WHELAN COSt 

| a The Price Is Right 

" ™ j four trebles with Ms 
winner at The Owls 
last Saturday: And. on 
the Euro ante-post front, wMle 
Parma must be in the Uefa Cup 
final already after winning at 
Atletico Madrid in the first leg, 
Marseilles are on the ropes 
against Bologna after their goal- 
less home draw and, in the Eu- 
ropean Cup Manchester United 


and Dynamo Kiev are in trouble. 
At least Cup-Winners’ Cup 
bankers Lazio drew at Lokomtiv 
Moscow. It looks like draw central 
this weekend with both FA Cup 
semi-finals sure to be tight and 
Leicester v West Ham, Everton v 
Coventry and Wimbledon v 
Chelsea all tie material too. 
Parma can hold hosts Milan to a 
draw on Channel 4 tomorrow, 
but Leeds should beat Liverpool 
on Murdochvision on Monday. 


THE SWEEPER'S COUNTER-ATTACK 


■ UBERO WAGER 

(Ten £2 trebles with Stanley): Leices- 
ter to dram with West Ham (12-5): 
Everton to draw with Coventry (1 2-5); 
Wimbledon to draw with Chelsea 
(12-5): Manchester United to draw 
with Arsenal (2-1 ); Newcastle to draw 
with Tottenham (2-1). 

■ CHANNEL 4 ITALIAN JOB 
Milan v Parma 

Draw (£2. 1 1-5. Ladbrokes). 


■ MONDAY SKY MATCH 
Leeds v Liverpool 
Leeds (£2. 8-11. Coral. William Hill. 
Ladbrokes. Stanley & Tote). 

ORIGINAL BANK: £100. 

on^'iiinY in 36.83! 

TODAY’S BETS: £26.16 (including 
£2.16 tax paid on). 


IN T’NET 


Found on the Web: Euro 2000 tickets 
NOW THAT Wor Kev is the England coach, qualifi- 
cation For Euro 2000 is a mere formality and there 
can be no better time for English fans (and those 
Scots, Welsh and Irish of optimistic dispositions) 
to stake a claim for tickets to next year’s finals in 
Belgium and The Netherlands. This Uefa-driven 
site allows you the chance to book seats (you de- 
clare an interest now and are informed of your suc- 
cess or otherwise later this year) for every match 
and gives information abouttiie eight venues (Am- 
sterdam. Arnhem, Bruges, Brussels. Charleroi 
Eindhoven. Liege and Rotterdam), including seat- 
ing plans and prices at each stadium. You can 
choose from three categories of seating in each sta- 
dium. book up to two tickets for every game, and 
even get to pay in Euros (1.49 to the pound' 
http: H www. tickets, eu ro2000.org/ 

Seen but not 

BOUGHT 

FOR THOSE Arsenal fans who are worried that their 
team might not repeat the Double this season, why 
not invest in memories of Last year with a Double Win- 
ners duvet or beach towel (both now at half price for 
some reason) or, better still a Limited Edition Dou- 
ble Winners Beau Bear figurine, a bargain at £22.50? 


THEY’RE 
NOT ALL 
DENNIS 
BERGKAMP 

Unsung foreign 
legionnaires No 34 
MARIANS PAHARS: The 22-year-old 
Latvian striker finally signed for 
Southampton from Skonto Riga on trans- 
fer deadline day after the dub had made a 
series of appeals to the Department of 
Employment for a work permit Known is 
his native country as The Latvian Michael 
Owen’, the young maestro has already made 
nearly 40 appearances for his country and 
has scored a number of crucial goals, includ- 
ing the opener when Latvia shocked Norway 
in Osla by winning 3-1 last Autumn in a Euro 
2000 qualifier Marians scored a hat-trick for the 
Saints reserves during his trial period (and had 
a fourth goal disallowed in the same game), but 
has only had a few minutes of first-team action 
so far. coming on as a sub against Coventry last 
Monday. He might not be Dennis Bergkamp yet, 
but the faithful at The Dell are hoping it's not long 
before Pahars starts flying. 




Distressed Duval gives way to sunk Cink 


THEY CAME in search of par- 
adise - and found it until the 
r ain came, and Augusta buck- 
led in the storm just tikeauyold 
golf course. 

For we couch potatoes, the 
Masters is one of the year’s 
highlights, with all that high- 
grade golf played out amid de- 
licious vistas and shifting 

shadows. But when the sun had 
disappeared on Thursday 
CBBCl and BBC2J and the driz- 
zle fell it could almost have 
been the local Municipal 
- It looked as it if it felt like 
Amt, too, for the unfortunates 
who hadn’t yet finished their 
rounds. The hitherto invincible 
David Duval in particular; was 

put well out of his stride by the 
enforced delay. He seemed to 
be losing his literal and 
metaphorical grip, his eyes 



CHRIS 
MAUME 
SPORT 
ON TV 


looking inc rea sin gly haunted, 
especially when his ball bade 
the 10th fairway goodbye and 
bounced off a tree. 

After the rain, it was dull and 
windy and most of the specta- 


rain seemed to have leeched 
away the atmosphere along 
with them. “It's a most extra- 
ordinary Masters forme,” said 
commentator Peter Affiss, “be- 
cause it’s all gone a bit dead." 

The first round was like a ski- 
ing event - the earlier out you 


were, the better you did There 
were a few unhappy sorts out 
there, and if Duval looked “dis- 
tressed", as co-commentator 
Alex Hay observed he wasn't 
the only one. Mickelson was 
looking miffed, Rarnevik pissed 
nff Lickiiter lost and Cink sunk. 
(Quite literally, as it turned 
out, at least in terms of his ball 
which described an elegant arc 
before landing in the water; 
leaving him wife the expression 
of a man who has just had 
proof positive that God is not on 
his side, and that his wife has 
run off with his caddie.) 

The officials have done 
much recently to make the 
course a little tougher; includ- 
ing (gasp) laying down a bit of 
rough here and there - though 
it’s all relative, Augusta rough 
being, as Hay said “like a day 


the greenkeeper forgot to mow 
the fairway." 

With a few players still to 
reach the clubhouse, the bad 
light hooter sounded - “un- 
less," Alliss pondered "it’s the 
old lonesome train whistle in 
the distance.” There were 
some beautiful shots in the 
fading light - camera shots 
that is, of sumptuous pastel 
glades in the gloaming and 
what looked like sd-fi pods 
rolling the greens, their head- 
lights penetrating the drop- 
dead gorgeous dusk. 

In fact, the thought occurred 
why not have floodlit golf? 
Courses would be more difficult 
to negotiate, naturally, but that 
would be part of the fen- ft would 
look fantastic on the telly, and, 
let’s face it, that’s the prime con- 
sideration these days. And 


whispering Peter Alliss would 
be perfect to round it off. 

If Alliss’ s commentaries are 
(mostly) sublime, the ridicu- 
lous is alive and well and flour- 
ishing in tiie BBC’s Superbike 
coverage. Last Monday at 
Thruxton <BBC2>, Barry Nutley 
came on tike Tom Waits on 
angel dust, or Mutley after 40 
years on 60 a day. 

“And he’s turning the cor- 
ner!” was a typical Nutley ciy. 
His heroes are dearly Murray 
Walker and Jonathan Pearce, 
and you wondered what he 
would do when something in- 
teresting happened. The race 
provided fantastic pictures, but 
Nutley’s tar lunged roars added 
nothing to the atmosphere. 

The downside of ranting 
commentators was underlined 
at the race's three-way dimax 


won by James Haydon. It was 
a genuinely dramatic finale, 
but for Nutley. who had already 
taken his voice as far as he 
could, and though he upped 
the gravel factor, in terms of in- 
tensity there was nowhere to go. 

Back in Augusta, the Beeb 
filled the rain delay with a re- 
peat of Alan Hansen's evocative 
look at the tournament’s history 
{The Magic of the Masters, 
BBC2, Monday;. He'd probably 
make a reasonable commen- 
tator himself, and at one point 
he came across tike the rabid- 
dog figure he cuts on Match qf 
the Day. It was during Ms ac- 
count of the shot Larry Mize 
played before the wonder-shot 
that beat Greg Norman in 1987: 
"An absolutely shocking shot," 
roared Hansen. Why don’t the 
Beeb team him up with Alliss? 


QUOTES OF 
THE WEEK 


Of course, my name is not on the leaderboartt I'm the 
wrong nationality for that 

Colin Montgomerie after shooting a two- under 70, one 
shot off the lead, on the first day of the Masters. 

It’s a good job he didn’t pretend to eat the grass as well. 
Gerard Houllier, Liverpool manager, on Stephen 
Gerrard’s goal-line clearances that preserved 
his side's win over Everton. 

rd have had to go into films years ago if these rules applied. 
Td have been stint. 

Vinny Jones on the proposed new fines 
for disciplinary offences. 

We would happily have him on loan until the end of the 
season. I’ll find room for him in the side somewhere. 
Scarborough manager Colin Addison, on learning that 
Zinedine Zidane's wife wants to live by the seaside. 

We need a few snookers. 

What Nottingham Forest manager Ron Atkinson thinks 
is necessary to escape relegation. 
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FA Cup semi-final: Arsenal manager thankful 

Wenger is 
still a man 
of mystery 


t WHEN HE came to 
England in September 
1996 Arsene Wenger 
was largely unknown. 
Tbday his scholarly fea- 
tures and thoughtful 
comments are as much part of 
the game's landscape as Kevin 
Keegan’s enthusiasm and 
Gianluca Vialli’s studied hu- 
mility Yet he remains a man of 
contradiction and mystery. 

We know he was bom in the 
Alsace, near the Franco-Ger- 
man border was a modest play- 
er - briefly reaching the top 
level with Strasbourg - who de- 
veloped into a respected coach 
with Monaco and in Japan. He 
has a girlfriend, Annie, and 
child, who reman in France, 
but we know little of his hobbies 
or interests outside (ootbalL Jt 
seems there may not be any. 

He is polite and quiet, yet 
tough enough to command re- 
spect in the industrial atmos- 
phere of an English dressing 
room, and rough enough to tol- 
erate one of the worst discipli- 
nary records in the game. 

He has enough sense of his- 
tory. and sportsmanship, to 
persuade his dub and the Foot- 
ball Association to annul the 
controversial FA Cup victory 
over Sheffield United earlier 
this season, yet when Dennis 
Bergkamp became the 51st 
Footballer of the Year last May, 
only with reluctance did he 
allow the player to make the 
briefest of appearances to col- 
lect his award. 

More insists into Wenger 
will emerge for, earlier this 
season, he signed a contract 
which ended speculation Unk- 
ing the 49-year-old with Japan’s 
2002 World Cup campaign, and 
tied him to Highbury until that 
summer. 

Whether they will reveal a 
complex man or simply one 
with a passion for winning and 
football remains to be seen. In 
the meantime, we assemble 
snippets of information, like 
pieces of a jigsaw puzzle, and 
he collects trophies. 

On Tuesday, at Highbury, 
Arsenal beat Blackburn to 
move within a point of Man- 
chester United in the Pre- 
miership. Tomorrow, at Villa 
Park, they meet United in the 
FA Cup semi-final Both clubs 
are within reach of becoming 
the first to achieve three Dou- 
bles, in Arsenal's case the feat 
would, uniquely, be back-to- 
back. 

Yesterday, as he prepared his 
players at Arsenal's green-belt 
training ground, the economics 
graduate was urbane, calm and 
unrevelatory as ever. With Ar- 
senal having won four and 
drawn one of their last five 
matches with United, he had no 
need to be anything else. 

A few days earlier, over 



Glenn 

MOORE 


lunch, he had been a bit more 
expansive. The speed of Arse- 
nal's success had surprised 
him, he thought Tony Adams 
could eventually succeed him, 
and that Glenn Hoddie should 
get back on the managerial 
merry-go-round as soon as 
possible. 

He also surprised. His foot- 
balling preference maybe Gal- 
lic, as the number of French 
players at Highbury illustrates, 
but when given control of the 
wine list he eschewed a long list 
of Clarets, Burgundies and 
Cotes-des-Rhone, to choose a 
Californian red. Not that he 
drank much of it Wenger un- 
surprisingly, is a sipper rather 
than a quaffer. 


f Tony Adams is a 
natural captain and 
I can see him being 
manager at Arsenal. 
His heart is here ’ 


He has, against his own ex- 
pectations, drawn more heav- 
ily on his vintage footballers. 
•'When I arrived,’’ he said, “1 felt 
the team was at its peak, get- 
ting old and needed some re- 
generation. Since the Premier 
League existed it had not been 
involved in the championship. 
I thought maybe we were for 
behind teams like Manchester 
United or Liverpool. But I was 
encouraged because we fin- 
ished third in my first season.” 

While Wenger then built on 
Bruce Rioch’s changes, adding 
Marc Overmars and a posse of 
Frenchmen to his signing of 
Dennis Bergkamp, he realised 
the defence was capable of 
going on far longer than anyone 
anticipated. The “sound-bite” is 
a Wenger characteristic and he 
has one for his famed back- 
line. They have, he said, “de- 
grees in defending” while 
Adams “is a professor of de- 
fence”. 

The 32-year-old Adams, 
whose influence in the dressing 
room was crucial to Wenger 
winning the team’s confidence, 
remains a core figure. “He is a 


natural captain and I can see 
him being manager at ArsenaL 
His heart is here. I could also 
think that of Bould, Seaman. 
Dixon. Winterbum, they are 
all intelligent they could an be 
managers. 

“But while they have poten- 
tial to do it the question is 
whether they will want to sac- 
rifice so much of their life when 
they have already spent so 
much time in football Are they 
really motivated?” 

Wenger; who was relegated 
early in his coaching career, 
with Nancy added: “If they 
wanted to do some coaching 1 
would give them the chance but 
my advice is: t Do not be too 
quick’, take your time to learn 
the job’.” 

So, should Adams start at 
Southend rather than High- 
bury? “Bad players can be- 
come good managers, you do 
not have to be good player. But 
one of the privileges of being a 
great player is that you get 
quicker to managing a big team 
than a normal player. The 
biggest thing for a manager is 
to get into a big club so if you 
get the chance you must be 
ready so you must first learn 
your job. 

“I haven't spoken to Tony 
about it he stiU has some years 
to go as a player. I think he will 
go on to 2003, 2004, unless in- 
juries become a problem. At the 
moment they are not the only 
problem is how long will he 
want to go on. He is a winner 
and a winner never accepts not 
being a winner anymore. When 
he feels he is no longer strong 
enough to win things he will say: 
’Sorry, Tm out’. If he is moti- 
vated he can go on until he is 
37, 38. At the moment he looks 
very focused, he has found a 
good balance in his life and is 
happy with his f ootbalL" 

Wenger, too, seems happy 
with life, though it appears 
very one-dimensional. Two 
years ago this month I inter- 
viewed him towards the end of 
his first season at Highbury. He 
said all he knew of London 
were the journeys from his 
house to Highbury, to the train- 
ing ground, and to Heathrow. 
That remains the case. 

Many will find this sad and 
a waste of his opportunities and 
intellect. Wenger is uncon- 
cerned. “I sacrificed every- 
thing at the start of my career 
for to years and now it has be- 
come my natural way to live. At 
the start ofyourcareeryou sac- 
rifice more because, not used to 
pressure and making decisions, 
you don’t know if the job is for 
you. There is more pressure on 
me now but I felt it more then.” 

Wenger has more than fid- 
filled Arsenal's initial expecta- 
tions but it is the nature of the 
game that, as success increas- 


for a back-line with ‘degrees in defending’ as he closes in on anotb 



Arsene Wenger, the Arsenal manager, in positive mood yesterday as he prepared for tomorrow’s FA Cup semi-final 


Robert Hdttam 


es, so do expectations. Howev- 
er the next few weeks pan out, 
Wenger will begin next season 
expected to do much better in 
the Champions’ League. 
Lessons, he admits, have been 
absorbed from this season's 
campaign even if the answers 
have not all been resolved. 

“We learned many things. 
Maybe we were a little bit too 
short as a squad, maybe 7 un- 
derestimated suspensions 
would come so quickly. 1 think 
we got punished by that. 


“We also underestimated 
the motivation of teams who 
come to Wembley. This is still 
a problem. If we qualify next 
season we must either go down 
to a capacity of 32,000 at High- 
bury or go to Wembley. We 
have not decided what to do yet 
and I don’t know what I will say 
when we discuss it." 

Wenger believes that English 
dubs, and the English game, is 
still suffering from the effects 
of the post-Heysel ban. He 
hoped Manchester United and 


Chelsea would succeed in Eu- 
rope and that would mitigate 
the blame he expects to be at- 
tached to the influx of foreign 
players should England fail to 
qualify for Euro 2000. 

For the man who partly lost 
his job because of England’s 
poor start to the European 
Championship campaign. 
Glenn Hoddie, Wenger’s ad- 
vice is dear “The question is do 
you let time heal it or go 
straight away into different 
worries and forget about it 1 


think he should go as quickly as 
possible into a management 
job, here or abroad. 

*T don't think what happened 
to him will be a problem for his 
career in England. I think he 
can still be successful as a dub 
manager He is a good analyser 
of the game and not scared to 
malm derisions. If you look at 
his record his results are good, 
he lost only four games with 
England and did well at Swin- 
don and Chelsea." 

And Eileen Drewery? 


Should he reduce her influ- 
ence? “That is his own choice. 
1 do not want to interfere with 
his private beliefs. 1 had him as 
a player and I enjoyed working 
with him. He was straight, ded- 
icated to the team, always gen- 
erous. Wien you have such 
players you always want them 
to be successful afterwards." 

However, the main thing is 
having players who are suc- 
cessful now and, as this week- 
end may underline, Wenger 
has those in abundance. 


Usual suspects rule semi-final roost 


Charlton look 
to long term 


* 0NE DAY someone will 
write about the true 
magic of the FA Cup- 
Not about the postman 
who bad. as a youngster 
dreamed of staining Gary Linek- 
er's boots, or the non-League 
team who embarrassed their 
betters, but about the lasting fas- 
dnation for a competition which 
is more predictable by theyear 
If you had picked four teams 
most likely to reach tomor- 
row’s semi-finals you would 
not have run the risk of being 
certified if you had come up 
with ArsenaL Manchester Unit- 
ed, Newcastle and Tottenham. 
Indeed, begging Chelsea and 
Leeds' pardon, they are ar- 
guably playing better than any- 
one else in the Premiership. 

You have to go back seven 
years since a team from outside 


BY GUY HODGSON 

the top division, Sunderland, 
made it to Wembley and to 
1976 since Southampton of the 
then-Second Division surprised 
Manchester United. Those ex- 
ceptions apart, the rule has 
come from the usual sources. 

Tomorrow as much as any 
time, as the last four contains 

both 1998 finalists, the three 
most recent winners of the 
Double and, in Arsenal and 
United, the two chibs who have 
won the Cup five times be- 
tween them in the 1990s. Why 
we get so excited by Oldham 
versus Chelsea and their likes 
on frozen January pitches, 
when we already have a good 
idea what is going to happen, is 
something that anfy romantics 
can explain. 


Alex Ferguson, for exam- 
ple: “It just shows how little we 
regard the FA Cup," the Unit- 
ed manager said, ironically, 
after his ride bad removed Liv- 
erpool with a frantic finale. 
“There is a magic about the 
Cup. It gets you going." 

Phil Neville remembered 
United's defeat by Barnsley last 
year in his book, co-writteD wife 
his brother Gary. Fbr Club and 
Country. "Anyone who thought 
we didn't care about the FA Cup 
should have seen us in the 
dressing room or on the coach 
home. . . We were devastated.” 

So United will be hell-bent to 
beat Arsenal at Villa Park to- 
morrow even though the tie 
comes at an inconvenient point 
in the season, midway between 
their Champions' League semi- 
final with Juventus. Pride, 


glory, you name the reason - 
the FA Cup still has the power 
to exrite or despair. 

United, going for a treble, will 
be anxious to win tomorrow no 
matter what team they put out 
and particularly as they have 
scores to settle with the players 
wbo are chasing them hardest 
in the Premiership. Until they 
held Arsenal to a 1-1 draw at Old 
Ttafford in February, they had 
lost four consecutive games to 
the Gunners. 

If you thought Juventus 
made a mess of Manchester 
United's vaunted reputation, 
particularly in the first half at 
Old Tbafford on Wednesday, 
then it was not the first time this 
season. They were thoroughly 
beaten by Arsenal in the Char- 
ity Shield and lost again 3-6 at 
Highbury in September. 


“We were outplayed,” Roy 
Keane admitted afterwards and 
it was in his department, mid- 
field, where the game was won. 
Patrick Vieira edipsed the Irish- 
man on both those occasions. 

Emmanuel Petit will not be 
there to help his French com- 
patriot tomorrow because he is 
suspended, but in. a week when 
United have been labouring in 
Europe that will not be as cru- 
cial as would have been if they 
were fresh. Marc Overmars is 
a player who can exact terrible 
damage on tired Limbs. 

If United and Arsenal need no 
introduction then neither do 
Newcastle and Tottenham, who 
meet at Old TTafford six days 
after a l-l draw in the Premier- 
ship at St James’ Park That was 
a dress rehearsal without the 
principal actors: Alan Shearer 


David Ginola and the rest wifi be 
present tomorrow. 

In the Toon Army’s night- 
mares it is Ginola, a Newcastle 
idol too cavalier for the round- 
head Kenny Dalglish, who will 
spread sobs on the Tyne and if 
be provides the cross that al- 
lows Les Ferdinand, another 
former St James’ Park player, 
to score the winner their mis- 
ery will be complete. 

Leicester City employed 
Rob Ullathome to man-mark 
the Frenchman into near ir- 
relevance in the Worthington 
Cup Final at Wembley last 
month and Andy Griffin will 
probably get the task tomorrow. 

“He’s (Hie of the best players 
in the League, without doubt” 
Griffin said. “In the last couple 
of months, he’s ripped teams 
apart single-handedly, but it 
showed in the Worthington Cup 
final that he’s onfy human and 
can be kept quiet” 

If Newcastle can contain Gi- 
nola and give DtetmarHamman 
the space to play his subtle 
passing game then they have a 
chance to repeat their appear- 
ance in last year’s final, but it is 
a big “if". Tottenham have won 

once at Wembley this season and 

have more “big-game" players. 

Arsenal to win by a single 
goal and Tottenham to go 
through after a replay. A north 
London FA Cup final derby? 
Now that is something that 
has not happened before. 


AFTER PULLING themselves 
out of the bottom three with an 
impressive Easter Monday vic- 
tory over West Ham, Chariton 
are already considering leaving 
The Valley fbr a new 45.000 all- 
sea ter stadium at the Millen- 
nium Dome site in Greenwich. 

Alan Curbishley, the Chari- 
ton manager, yesterday admit- 
ted that if Charlton are to 
survive in the Premiership, 
they would have to find ways of 
increasing the club’s revenue 
and that involved either ex- 
tending the current stadium or 
leaving altogether 

“A 40.000 stadium is what it 
takes to compete in this 
league," Curbishley said. 
“Biyan Robson is saying he's 
got to spend £3Qm to catch up 
with the likes of Manchester 
United. So how much does that 
leave us behind them?” 
Curbishley continues the 
club's battle for survival at the 
Riverside Stadium today with 
out the Welsh international 
John Robinson who sustained 
an ankle injury at West Ham 
Boro, now dear of the relega- 
tion battle after 10 points from 
their last four games, are ex- 
pected to have strikers Brian 
Deane and Alun Armstrong fit 
again. 0 

The Derby manager Jim 
Smith is worried that seemingly 


by Jason gee 


doomed Nottingham Fbrest will 
be able to take advantage of his 
side's defensive frailties, Derby 
having conceded eight goals in 
their last two matches. 

“WteVe got a situation where 
Fbrest will play with total free- 
dom other than the fact they 
want the victory for their fans,” 
said Smith. “They'll be up for it 
and we've got to make sure we 
don t allow them the silly gnale 
we Ve allowed teams in ffie last 
two games.” 

The Southampton goal- 
keeper Neil Moss gets the 
chance to prove he can re- 
place injury victim Paul Jones 
for the remaining six matches 
of the season as relegation 
haunted Saints head to Villa 
Park. Moss has played in the 
two Premiership matches since 
Jones suffered a back problem 
while playing for Wales that wffl 
keep him out of contention for 
the rest of the season. 

West Ham striker Ian 
Wright could make his first 
Premiership appearance for 
more than three months at 
Leicester. Wright, whose last 
game was on 28 December, 
came through 45 minutes of a 
r ^5erve game in midweek and 
UTlltake his place on the bench 

at Filbert Street 




If you’ve got the balls... 
we’ve got the tournament 

Open to ALL male, female and junior golfers with an official club handicap 
For your invitation to play, call 01437 765777. www.activitywales.co.uk 
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Fowler given 
six-match 
* suspension 

ROBBIE FOWLER intends to ap- 
peal against the six-match sus- 
pension he was given by a 
FbotbaU Association discipli- 
nary co mm ission yesterday for 
both his “cocaine snorting” 
goal celebration during the 
Merseyside derby last weekend 
and his fracas with Graeme Le 
Saux last month. 

The three-man panel, who 
met in Birmingham, ordered a 
four-match suspension for the 
Liverpool striker’s goal cele- 
brations against Everton, when 
he knelt with a finger to one side 
of his nose and pretended to 
snort the goalline. He was also 
given a record £32.000 fine, 

'j# which equates to a week’s wages 
and matches the fine indepeo- 
dentty imposed by Liverpool 
In addition he picked up a 
two-game ban for his dispute 
with Le Saux during Liverpool’s 
Premiership match at Chelsea. 

During those exchanges, Etawier 
wiggled his backside at the 
Chelsea defender and taunted 
him about his sexuality. Le 
Saux, who was also charged with 
misconduct after reacting by 
cuffing the Liverpool man cm the 
back (rf the head, was banned for 
one match and fined £5,000. 

The suspensions are due to 
take effect from 24 April, but 
Fbwier intends to contest his 
ban, which means it will be de- 
ferred Hislegal representative, 

Kevin Dooley, said the appeal 
process had been put in motion. 

“It is rqy view that I should 
express disappointment on be- 
half of the player about what I 


BY Mark burton 

believe to be an unjust and dis- 
proportionate sentence We will 
be appealing to the FA against 
what we believe is dearly an un- 
just sentence," Dooley said. 

Neither Le Saux or Fbwlez; 
who were dealt with separately 
by a panel headed by the FA 
vice chairman, Barry Bright, 
would comment after the hear- 
ing which lasted five hours. 

The FA’s interim executive 
director; David Davies, deliv- 
ered a lengthy statement in 
which he said both players had 
admitted misconduct, adding 
that Le Saux did cot seek to jus- 
tify what he had done in hitting 
Fbwier. 

u [Le Saux) didn't condone vi- 
olence of any kind and suf- 
fered what he called a torrent 
of abuse from a fellow profes- 
sional, the origins of which 
were totally untrue and long- 
standing allegations that he 
was gay," Davies said in the 
statement 

“For his part Robbie Fbwier 
denied saying or doing anything 
that was intended to question 
the sexuality of Graeme Le 
Saux but on his behalf was ac- 
cepted that he had acted inap- 
propriately in his behaviour at 
Stamford Bridge. 

“As far as last Saturday was 
concerned, he said his actions 
had been spontaneous and in- 
stinctive. He had only realised 
how stupid they were several 
hours later He had suffered for 
several years in his home city 


of Liverpool from totally untrue 
and damaging allegations of 
drug-taking." 

Fbwier agreed this week to 

assist the Merseyside police 
with their anti-drugs pro- 
gramme, Davies said. 

Explaining the size of the 
fine, the statement said that the 
panel considered highly paid in- 
temationals to be role models. 
“They are also human beings 
whose behaviour sometimes 
falls below the standards ex- 
pected of them." the statement 
said. “But mutual respect for 
each other is the absolute min- 
imum requirement The FA 
has an anti-discrimination pol- 
icy and a commitment to fight 
drugs abuse which are well 
known and highly regarded " 

Liverpool’s manager; Gerard 
TTminier, who initially dismiss ed 
Fbwier’ s goal celebration as a 
joke, escaped punishment 
when the same panel ruled he 
had no case to answer over his 
criticism of Mike Reed for his 
refereeing of Liverpool's Pre- 
miership game with Chariton 
on 13 February. 

The French contingent in 
English football could be ex- 
panded by the arrival of Zine- 
dine Zidane next season. 
According to the Italian sports 
daily Corriene deBo Sport, the 
world player of the year will 
leave Juventus at the end of the 
season to join either Manches- 
ter United or a Spanish club. 
The paper claimed Manchester 
United had already made a bid 
for Zidane, whose contract with 



Liverpool’s Robbie Fbwier arrives at Birmin gham City’s ground for his disciplinary hearing yesterday NTI 


Juventus, United’s European 
Cup semi-final opponents, ex- 
pires in 2003. Tbe Spanish clubs 
said to be seeking Zidane for 
next season are Real Madrid, 
Barcelona and Atletico Madrid. 

West Ham United is the lat- 
est dub to express an interest 
in playing in the Intertoto Cup 
in the hope of qualifying for the 


Uefe Cup. Aston Villa also added 
their name yesterday to those of 
Leicester; Middlesbrough. Wim- 
bledon, Southampton and Not- 
tingham Fbrest. who all hope to 
win a place in Europe via the 
much-maligned competition. 

Brighton have sacked their 
manager; Jeff Wood, after nine 
weeks in charge of the Third Di- 


vision dub. Brighton have lost 
nine of their last 10 games to slip 
into relegation trouble. Martin 
Hmshelwood, Brighton's long 
time coach under Barry Lloyd, 
takes charge of the team for 
today’s match at Plymouth. 

■ Otto Baric, a 65-year-old 
Croat will become new coach 
of Austria's national twm, the 


Austrian FA spokesman, Wolf- 
gang Gramann, said. Baric re- 
places Herbert Pro has ka, who 
stepped down after Austria's 9-0 
drubbing by Spain last month, 
and his appointment ends the 
hopes of the former Switzerland 
and Blackburn coach Roy 
Hodgson of making a quick re- 
turn to the international arena. 


Milan have a score 
%o settle with Parma 


PARMA, ONLY fourth in SerieA 
but with their tails up after their 
3-1 victory at Afletico Madrid in 
the first leg of their Uefe Cup 
semi-final on Tuesday promise 
to pose problems lor Milan, 
their hosts, in tomorrow’s five 
Channel 4 game at San Siro. 

Parma, eight points behind 
Lazio, the leaders, with only 
seven games to play, have prob- 
ably blown their scudetio hopes 
after a superb spell earlier in 
the season, which included a 4-0 
drubbing of Milan at Parma. 
Milan, third in SerieA, a point 
ahead of Parma, have picked up 
since and showed their newly- 
acquired grit by holding Lazio 
toa draw at the Ofympic sta- 
dium last Saturday. 

This promises to be an open 
game as Alberto Zaccheroni 
and Alberto Malesani, the 
enachps of Milan and Parma, 
both favour the.attariring 3-4-3 
formation which has helped 
open up SerieA this term. 

Up front, Parma can perm 


ITALIAN FOOTBALL 
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any three from Enrico Chiesa, 
the Ttalian international, and 
the Argentinians Heraan Cre- 
spo, Abel Balbo and Juan Se- 
bastian Aferan, their playmaker. 

Milan, however; can call on 
Oliver BierhofE, the German 
international whose awesome 


aerial presence terrorises 
SerieA defences where v er he 
goes, the Brazilian Leonardo, 
the Liberian George Weah and 
Maurido Ganz. 

Milan will be without Deme- 
trio Albertmi and the German 
Christian Ziege (both injured) 
while the Dane Thomas Hehreg 
is suspended. Parma have the 
French midfielder Alain Bog- 
hossian back from injury. 

FIXTUR E S (league positions In brackets): T6- 
morrow: GwUari (1 0) » Udkiese (6); Rcrenii- 
m (2) v BarHl 3); lumu (7) v Botogiw fl); 


Ian pi w Parma ($1: Piacenza (14) v Peru- 
gia (12)i Salemltana (1 7) v InrermzJonale (BI: 
Saropdoria (16) v ifenezia (11); Vicenza (15) 
vEmpOl (IBl.T Uwu ii w ai— aw l nff Ronia(5) 
v Lazio (V 
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Malpas 

PAUL STURROCK, the Dundee 
United manager is praying 
that Maurice Malpas will be fit 
to face Celtic in the Tennents 
Scottish Cup semi-final at Ibrax 
today. 

The Sfr-year-old former Scot- 
land full-back has been one of 
the pillars of the United defence 
despite his advancing years. 
However, Malpas has been 
troubled with a groin iqjury and 
feces a late fitness test 

There is mounting specula- 
tion that this will be Malpas’ 
final season - he is already on 
the coaching staff at Thrmadice. 
But StuiTock said: “He’s got an- 
other year on his contract, so 
don’t write him off just yet He 
has been among the three best 
players for this dub this season 
and obviously 1 am hoping he 
plays on Saturday. He is a 
tremendously influential play- 
er. You only have to look at the 
way he played against Celtic re- 
cently” 

Sturrock’5 side go into the 
match on the back of a 3-1 
Premier League home defeat 


still in demand 


SCOTTISH FOOTBALL 
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to Hearts, which increased 
their relegation worries. Celtic, 
meanwhile, romped to a 5-0 de- 
feat of Dundee at Celtic Park- 
last weekend and are now onfy 
she points behind the leaders. 
Rangers. 

Sturrock has other worries 
over his line-up, with David 
Hannah, Brian McLaughlin 
and Scott McCulloch all ineli- 
gible, while John Eustace is 
suspended. United's Dutch 
goalkeeper; Sieb Dyfcstra, said: 
“The defeat by Hearts has ob- 
viously affected our confidence 
but this is a one-off game." 

Celtic could welcome back 
their influential Slovakian mid- 
fielder Luborair Moravtik, who 
has been out of action recent- 
fy with a hamstring injury. They 
will be without the suspended 
Johan Mjallby and Vidar 
Riseth, which could mean the 
Danish international Morten 
Wieghorst who has been out all 


season with a knee injury could 
return in a defensive role, with 
Alan Stubbs ruled out and En- 
rico Annoni doubtfuL 

'tomorrow St Johnstone face 
Rangers in the other semi- 
final at Celtic Park, in a repeat 
of this season's League Cup 
final. Rangers won that game 
2-1 and they also thrashed the 
Saints 7-0 in a League fixture 
in Perth earlier this season. 

Last weekend, however, the 
Saints gained some revenge 
with a 3-1 League victory at Me- 
Diarmid Park. “We played very 
well," Roddy Grant, the St 
Johnstone striker, said “"We 
got at them and I don't think 
they could handle it That's the 
way you have to play Rangers. 
If everyone wins their individ- 
ual battles all over the park, 
then you are in with a chance.” 
Rangers welcome back the 
influential Scotland defender 
Colin Hendry and the unsettled 
French striker Stephane Guiv- 
arch into the squad after anlde 
and hamstring injuries re- 
spectively. 


Two defeats put the 
spotlight on England 


ENGLAND OFFICIALS have de- 
nied sending a second string 
team to the Fife World Youth 
Championships in Nigeria after 
two straight defeats left them 
heading for an early exit. 

Club managers voiced con- 
cerns about sending key play- 
ers to play in the the west 
African country and regular 
Premiership players, such as 
Liverpool's striker Michael 
Owea were excused from play- 
ing in the Under-20 competition. 

England insisted the side 
they were sending was aimed 
at winning the tournament but 
they lost 1-0 to the United 
States in their opening match 
and were beaten 1-0 by 
Cameroon on Thursday leaving 
them bottom of their group 
with just one more match to 
play against Japan tomorrow. 

“We're not in Nigeria with a 
second-string team,” insisted a 
Football Association spokes- 
man, Adrian Bevington, who is 
with the squad in Kano. “We 


by Brian Tranter 
in Lagos 


have a development pro-: 
gramme which involves a wide 
pool of players and the idea is 
for these players to gain expe- 
rience. We would love to have 
progressed in this competition, 
but regardless of what the re- 
sults are we can be grateful for 
the experience of playing at a 
world championship." 

Bevington said health and 
safely fears expressed before 
the tournament about tbe de- 
cision to stage tbe event in 
Nigeria were unfounded; 
“ We've had no problems. 
Everybody has gone of their 
way to make us feel at home." 

“The weather has been hot 
but that has not forced us to 
drop our pace," said the Eng- 
land coach, Chris Ramsey. "We 
have lasted the whole 90 min- 
utes in our two matches and 
even finished the stronger side 
against Cameroon." 


Saxton: 
No rest 
for the 
leaders 


NATIONWIDE 

FOOTBALL 


By Steven baker 

SUNDERLAND ENTER today's 
home game with Huddersfield 
knowing that a win would 
achieve a record sequence of 12 
successive home League vic- 
tories. and bring them within 
one point of being mathemati- 
cally certain of Premiership 
football next season. 

Despite that, their assistant 
m a n ager. Bobby Saxton, is re- 
fusing to let his players rest on 
their laurels. “We’ve come on 
strong in the last few gamp-s 
and the message is we must 
keep it going for the rest of the 
season," he said “It’s no good 
pulling the stumps up with six 
games to go; we have to do it all 
the way." 

At Valley Parade third- 
placed Bradford City need a win 
over Portsmouth to move above 
Ipswich, who visit their East 
Anglian rivals Norwich tomor- 
row. The Ban tams ’ assistant 
manager, Chris Hutchings, 
said "We had two good wins 
over Easter but we know that 
it will count for nothing if we 
don't maintain our form until 
the end of the season." 

Wolves are again without 
Robbie Keane, who is with the 
Republic of Ireland's Under-20 
team in Nigeria, for the home 
game with Crystal Palace but 
their assistant manager John 
Ward is delighted with how the 
players have responded to the 
loss of the young striker. 
“We've won two and drawn one 
of our last three games," Ward 
said “The way everyone has 
rallied and responded to our top 
scorer leaving has been first 
class.” 

Bolton visit Watford in a 
match vital to the play-off hopes 
of both teams, with the wan- 
derers’ manager; Colin Tbdd 
urging his side to step up their 
work rate after slipping from sec- 
ond to sixth place in recent 
months. "We know we've hitabit 
of a brick wall at the moment . . 
but I want 10 to 15 per cent extra 
effort from my players." 

At the other end of the table, 
the Crewe manager, Dario 
GradL is hoping his side can 
build on their 5-1 demolition of 
West Bromwich on Monday 
and move out of the bottom 
three by beating Port Vale at 
home. "Port Vale will be much 
more defensive and it will be 
harder for us to score goals.” 
Gradi warned “The West Brom 
midfield was attacking rather 
than defending; I don't think 
Vale’s midfield will be like that" 

The bottom dub, Bristol City, 
have a crucial home match 
with Grimsby and their coach, 
Benny Lennarts son. is confi- 
dent his side can beat the drop. 
Victories against Port Vale and 
Portsmouth have given City 
new hope and Lennartsson 
said: “This is the biggest game 
of our season and the great es- 
cape is still possible. “We’ve all 
been working hard and the 
mood of the team is still good” 


WEEKEND FIXTURE GUIDE AND POOLS CHECK 


TODAY 


FOOTBALL 

3.0 unless stated 

FACARLMG 

PREMIERSHIP 

1 Aston Villa v Southampton 

2 Leicester v West Ham 

3 Middlesbrough v Charlton 

- Derby w Nottingham Forest 

NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 
Bradford City v Portsmouth ......... 

Bristol Oty v Grimsby 

Crewe v Port Wile _• 

Oxford Utd v Bury ... 

OPR w West Bromwich . — ..... 

Swrfndon u Birmingham 

10 Watford v Bolton 

11 Wbtves v Crystal Palace 

' - Barnsley v Ti’anmere .. 

fc- Siodtpertv Sheffield Ucd 

- Sunderland v Huddersfield — - 

SECOND DIVISION 

12 Blackpool v I 

13 Colchester v ' 

14 Fulham u Wigan 

15 MacdesMd v Preston 

16 Manchester Ciry v Lincoln Oty ... 

17 Northampton v Luton 

18 Notts County v Chesterfield 

19 Oldham v Burnley...... 

20 Stoke v Bristol Rovers 

21 Wrexham v Wycombe - 

22 York v MiilwaH ....... 

THIRD DIVISION 

23 Barnet v Scarborough 


ft 


24 Cambridge Utd v Halifax 

25 Carlisle v Peterborough — 

26 Darlington v Torquay 

27 Hartlepool u Chester ........ 

28 Hull v Exeter 

29 Leyton Orient v Cardiff ... 

30 Mansfield v Southend ................ 

31 Plymouth v Brighton — 

32 Rochdale v Romerham — 

33 Scunthorpe v Brentford - 

TENNENTS SCOTTISH CUP 

SEMI-FINAL 

- Celtic v Dundee Utd - 

M ibrm Stadium. Glasgow) 
BANK OF SCOTLAND 
SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE 

34 Kilmarnock v Aberdeen 

- Motherwell v Dundee - 

SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

33 RaW v Hibernian ... 

- Airdrie v Falkirk 

- Clydebank v Hamilton — 

- St Mimen v Morton - 

- Stranraer v Ayr - 

SECOND DIVISION 

36 Alloa v Arbroath 

37 Forfar v Queen of the South ...... 

38 Inverness CT v Stirling 

39 Livingston v Clyde — — 

*0 Pardck v Ease rife — 


thru Dnnsmv 

41 Brechin v Albion Rovers 

42 Cowdenbeath v Dumbarton 

43 East Stirling v Berwick 

44 Queen’s Park v Montrose ......... 

- Stenhousemulr v Ross County — 

IHUMBRO TROPHY 
SEMI-FINALS 
FIRST LEG 

- Klngstontan v Cheltenham 

- St Albans v Forest Green Rovers 

NATIONWIDE 

CONFERENCE 

45 Leek v Hayes 

46 Morecambe v Kidderminster — 

- HednesfoTO v Barrow — 

- Northwlch v tofford 

- Stevenage v Dover 

- Welling v Southport 

- Woking v Famborough — 

RYMAN LEAGUE 
PREMIER DIVISION 

47 Aylesbury v Sutton Utd 

48 Boreham Wood v Aldershot 

49 Enfield v Slough . — 

- Basingstoke v Purfieer — 

- Bromley v Hampton .... ..... 

- Dagenham v Bishop's Stortford. 

- Dulwich v Hendon,. — 

- Harrow Borough v Billed cay 

- Heybridge v Gravesend 

- Walton A Hersham v Chcsham ...... 

First Division: Berkhamsted Town v 
Whyteteafe: Carney Island v WeaMswne; 
Grays Athledc v Barton Rovers: Hltdwi 
Town v Croydon: Leacherhead v Yfeadlng: 
MaWenheadUrtvChertseyfoiwruMole- 
sey vBraiwree town; Sfataes town vBogn- 
orftsbTbwre Uxbridgev Leyton Beware 
Wembley v Oxford Gty. Worthing v Rom- 
ford. Second DMstan: Abingdon Town 
v Northwood: Banstead Athledc v Wok- 
ingham Town; Barking v Tooting & 
Mitcham; Bedford town v Wfltham town; 
Bracknell Tbwn v Hertford town: Bdgware 
town v Horsham; Hcmd Hempstead v 
Thame UhL Marlow v Leighton Tbwn: Met 
Poflcev Chalfonr St Peter. Windsor ft Eton 
v Harlow Town; Whenhoe Tbwn v Hunger- 
ford Tbwn. TMrtf DMafaw Awdey vCroy- 
don Athletic Egham Tbwn v Epsom A 
Ewell; Fold Utd v Corinthian Casuals; 
Hornchurch v East Thurrock Utd; Kings- 
bury Tbwn v Clapton; Lewes v Tiring 
Town; Southall v Camberiey lawn: Tilbury 
v FfacRwell Heath; Ware v Dorking: 
Wtagate * Finchley v Cheshunt 
UNIBOND LEAGUE Premier DMsIob: 
Accrington Stanley v Marine; Altrincham 
v Bamber Bridge; Colwyn Bay v Gains- 
borough: Emley V Whitby Tbwn: Guiseley 
v Lancaster Leigh RMI v Frickley: Runcorn 
v Bishop Auckland; Spennymoor v Hyde 
Unt StNybridge v Blyth Spartans; Wotk- 
sop v Gateshead. Hrs* Dhrtrion: Alfrenw 
Town v Bradford Park Avenue; Arftfon Utd 
v Matlock Tbwn; Beiper Ibwn v Congleton 
Tbwn; Bursctxigh v SoodSbridge: Eastwood 
Tbwn v Gretna: Parsley Celtic v Harrojpte 
Tbw« Ffcton vWhWey Bay: Great Harwcxjd 
Tbwn v Droyisden; Lincoln Utd v Tfafford: 
Ratfcitffe Borough v Netherfldd; wexm ah 
bton y Hudmali Tbwn. 


DR MARTENS LEAGUE Premier DM- 
■loa: Bath Gty v Rothwed Town; Broms- 
groue v Burton Albion; Crawley Town v 
Gres ley Rovers; Dorchester v Arhersrone: 
Grantham v Tam worth; Halesowen Town 
v Cambridge City: Ilkeston v Hastings; 
Merthyr Tydfil v King's lynn; Nuneaton v 
Gloucester Oty; Salisbury v Boston Utd; 
Worcester Gty v Weymouth. Midland D<- 
vMon: BUscon Town v Shepshed Dynamo; 
Bfcritenofl v Beehworth Unt Gnderford Town 
v Sutton Cbidfleid 'fcwn; Mocrr Green v We- 
ston-super-Mare; Paget Rangers v 
BJoxwtch Town; Racing Club Warwick v 
Hinckley Utd; SoWiuD Borough vOevedon 
Tbwn: Stamford v Stafford Rangers: 
5 court ridge v Redcflcch Utd; VS Rugby v 
Evesham Utd; Wisbech Tbwn v Newport 
(Gwent). Soodiwn Division: Bash ley v 
Fisher AtNedc Chelmsford Oty v Andover 
Dartfotd v Witney Tbwn; Erith fi Belvedere 
v Cirencester Town; Fleet v Tonbridge An- 
gels; Folkestone Inviaa v Corby Town; Mar- 
gate v Havant & Waterloovtlle: Rounds 
Ibwn v Newport (loWQ: Slttingboume v 
Brackley Town: St Leonards v Baldock 
Ibwn; rate Town v Ashford Tbwn. 
NORTHERN COtiNTflS EAST LEAGUE 
Premier PhAsioa: Arnold v Armttiorpe 
Welfare: Brigs Ibwn v Selby Town: Dena- 
by Utd v Qssett Albion; EcdeshS Utd v Pon- 
tefract Collieries; Garfonh Tbwn vHallam: 
Ltarsedge v Norm Ferriby united; Malt* 
by MW v Glasshoughtnn Welfare: Ossett 
Tbwn vPIchertag Tbwn; Sheffield v Stave- 
ley MUt Thaddey v Buxton. 

NORTH WESTERN TRAINS LEAGUE 
First DMHOK Boo Be v Vauxhall GM: 
GMvsnoe vAtherton IR: Giossop North Bid 
v Holfcer OM Boys; Prescot Cables v 
Nantwidi Town; Ramsboctom Utd v New- 
castle Ibwn; Rossendale Utd u radsgrewe 
Athletic; St Helens Tbwn v Leek CS08; 
SWmersdale Utd v Mossley: Workington 
v Salford Gty. 

JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Premier 
DtvferiOK Ely Cliy v Great Yarmouth 
Town; Felixstowe Port It Tbwn v Fa ken- 
ham Tawn; Halstead Tbwn v Wrmham; Har- 
wich ft Parkesron v Lowestoft Tbwn; 
Newmarket Tbwn v Maldon Tbwn; Soham 
Tbwn Rangers v His ton; Warboys v Sud- 
bury Tbwn; Wbtton Utd V Sudbury wan- 
derers; Wbodbridge Town v 5 tow market 
Tbwn. 

ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
LEAGUE BrRDMdoa: BilBngham Syn- 
moma v Cfteaer-le-Screet; Conserr v 
South Shields; Crook town v Morpeth 
Tbwn: Easing ton v Jarrow Roofing; New- 

cosdeBlueScarvBedlingtonTBTiersRbv- 
rith v Gubborough Town: Seaham Red Star 
v Marske Utd; Shildon v Durnton Feder- 
ation Brewery. Stockton v BilBngham town. 
West Auckland v Tow Law Town. 
BfMSTONLEAD KENT LEAGUE Prtf 
raferDMsfon: Beckenham town v Hythe 
Utd; Chatham Town v Heme Bay. Green- 
wich Borough v Faversham Town: 
LcntswoodvCrechenMl; RamsgatevSxrp- 
pey Utd; Tkmbri^ Writs v Deal town: VCD 
Athletic v Erith Town; Whits caNe town v 
Thamesmead town. 


UHL5PORT UNITED COUNTIES 
LEAGUE Premier Division: Blacks rone 
v Hoi beach: Bourne V Kempston. Birm- 
ingham v Vaxley. Desborougn vSiotfoia. 
Spalding v Ford Sports: Stewarts b Uovds 
Corby v Northampton; Spencer Woo non 
v Boston Town. 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTV LEAGUE 
First Dhrlston: Burgess Hill Town v Easr 
Preston: Chichester city v Hallsnam 'fawn: 
Eastbourne Utd v Whitchawk. Horsham 
YMCA v Ringmer. Litriehampton Town v 
Langney Sports: ftgham v Redlvll; Porr- 
fielov Eastbourne Town. Salrdean Utd v 
Hassocks: Selsey v Broadbndge Heath. 
Wick v Shorctum. 

SCREHIFH DIRECT LEAGUE Premier 
Divteioa; Bideforo u Mangotsfield Utd. 
Bndport v Backwell Utd: Brisllnglon v 
Barnstaple town, Elmore v Keynsham 
town; Melksham Town v Westbury Utd. 
Paul ton Rovers v Bristol Manor Farm. 
Taunton Town v Caine Town. Les PNIDps 
Cup qrunor- Boats: Chippenham Town 
v Oya Rovers: Veovk Town v Tiverton town. 
INTERLINK EXPRE55 MIDLAND AL- 
LIANCE: Barwell v Peisali Villa: Bo Id mete 


St Micnaels v Rocesiec Chaserown v5nlf- 
nai Town. Knypersley Victor ia v Wesi Mid- 
lands Police: Rudull Olympic v Bridgnorth 
Town. Sand well Borough v Pershare 
Town. Srourparr Swifts v Kings Norton 
Town: Stratford Town v Olflbut y Utd. Wii- 
lennail Town v Halesowen Hamers 
JEWSON WES5EX LEAGUE First Divi- 
sion: BAT Sports vHambleASSC Bemenron 
Heath Harlequins y Portsmouth PN. 
Christchurch v Newbury. Down ten v 
Brockenhursc. Fareham v Easi Cowes 
Vies, lymmgton ft New Milton v Tot ton. 
Moneyfieids v Gosport Borough. Tharch- 
am v Bou r nemou th FC. Whitchurch v East - 
telgh: Wimbome town v Cowes Sports 
HIGHLAND LEAGUE: Bron Rangers v 
Oachivicuddln: Cove Rangers vHuntty. El- 
gin Oty v Deverorwale. Foi t William v IV- 
temead. Keith v Buckle Thistle. W-ck 
Academy v Fraserburgh 
LEAGUE OF MALES (230): Aberystwyth 
v Rhyl Afan Udo v Holywell. Caersws v 
Gtemar/'dn Town; Carmtrthen town v Con- 
wy. Cwmbran v Newtown. Haver lordwesi 
v Barry Town: Rhayader Town v Conran's 
Guay Nomads. 


BASS IRISH CUP Scxnt-flnats; Giftomnhe 
« Linfield (Of Windsor Pork). Portadown 
v Ballymena for The Oval). 

EAI HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE 
OF IRELAND Premier Division: Derry 
Ciry v Bohemians |7 30). 

FIFA WORLD UNDER-20 YOUTH 
CHAMPIONSHIP: Group C: Australia v 
Pepubiic of Ireland for Ibadan. Nigeria ) 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

2.30 unless it a red 
JJB SPORTS SUPER LEAGUE 

Gateshead v Halifa> (3 0] 


RUGBY UNION 

3 O unless stated 

FIVE NATIONS' CHAMPIONSHIP 

France v Scotland (2.15) 

for StaOe de Ranee I 

INTERNATIONAL MATCH 

Ireland v Italy |4.15) 

for Lamdawne Road. Dublin I 

TETLEY’S BITTER COUNTY CHAMP- 
IONSHIP North and Midlands League 

One: Notts. Lines ft Derby v Warwickshire 


l at Newark). North and Midlands 
League Two: Cheshire v Northumberland 
tar Chester y. Lancashire v Durham (or Ptit- 
ston Grasshoppers). North and Midlands 
League Three: North Midlands v Leices- 
tershire (2.30) (or SfourbrAJge): Yorkshire 
v Staffordshire (or Of ley) . South League 
too: Cornwall v Berkshire (of Redruth): 
Oxfordshire v Sussex [at Banbury). Sooth 
League Three: Dorset ft Wdrs v Hamp- 
shire (of Bournemouth): Middlesex v Kent 
(or Richmond Athletic Ground). South 
League Four: Eastern Counties v Buck- 
inghamshire (or Comfcfidqe): Hertfordshire 
v somerset [at Hertford). 

ALLIED DUNBAR Premiership itoo: 
Blackheach v Exeter. 

WELSH NATIONAL LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

Bonymaen v Maesteg (2.30) 

Cross Keys v Abertiilery (2.30) 

Dunvant v Poncypool (2.30J 

South Wales Police v Blackwood (2.301 

Treorchy v Llandovery (2.30) 

AIB LEAGUE Second Division: Bally- 
nahindt v Old Uteley (2 _30J: Dolphin v Mal- 
one (2.30); Portadown v OM Belvedere 
(2.30). 

CLUB (HATCHS: London Welsh v Craw- 
shays Welsh XV. 


HOCKEY 

INTER LEAGUE TOURNAMENT; Fane- 
ham v Formby (1.0|: Whitchurch v 
Sheffield (3.0) (of Milton Keynes). 
WOMEN'S EHL Play-off Second leg: 
Doncaster v Aldridge (2.0). 


BASKETBALL 
BUDWI5ER CHAMPIONSHIP Play-off 

first leg: Derby v Thames Vblley (7.30). 


CRICKET 

FIRST-CLASS MATCHES (Ftoal day of 
three. 11.30): Fenner's: Cambridge 
University v Lancashire. The Parks: Ox- 
ford University v Worcestershire. 


OTHER SPORTS 

BOXING: World Boxing Organisation 
featherweight tide: N Hamed (Sheffield, 
holder) v P Ingle (Scarborough). In- 
ttrnattonal Boxing Organisation <nd«- 
er weight dele: T Hearns (US) v N Miller 
(USlTlBO featherweight title: Jnr 
Jones (US) vREvan (Coventry), [at Man- 
chester Arena). 

RALLYING: Granite Gty Rally (Aberdeen). 
SNOOKER: British Open [of Plymouth). 


TOMORROW 


FOOTBALL 

3.0 unless stated 

FA CUP 

(SfcwnMvefl by AW| 

SEMI-FINALS 

Manchester Utd « Arsenal (12.30) 
(at Villa Park. Birmingham I 


Newcastle v toctenham 

(of Old Traffard. Manchester! 

HA CARLING 
PREMIERSHIP 

Everton v Coventry 

Wimbledon v Chelsea 

NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

Norwich v Ipswich ( 1 .01 

TENNENTS SCOTTISH CUP 
SEMI-FINAL 

St Johnstone v Rangers (6.05) 

(of Celtic Park. Glasgow I 
LEAGUE OF WALES: Inter Cable-Tel 
Cardiff v Bangor Gty (2.30). 

BU HARP LAGBt Natiotxd League Pre- 
mier Dtvtslon: Cork City v Rnn Harps 
(2 0 ). 

5CREWFIX DIRECT LEAGUE Premier 
Division: Barnstaple vMargocsfleid 12.0). 
FIFA WORLD UNDER-20 YOUTH 
CHAMPIONSHIP Group E: Japan v 
England (6.0) (at Bout hi. Nigeria!. 


RUGBY LEAGUE 
JIB SPORTS 
SUPER LEAGUE 

Bradford v Wakefield (6.01 

Huddersfield v Hull (3-0| 

Salford v Casrleford (3.0) 

Sheffield v Leeds (3.35) 

Wigan v Warrington (3.0| 

NORTHERN FORD Premiership: Bat- 
ley v Rochdale (3.0): BramJey v Oldham 

(12.0) : Doncaster v YorK (3.0): Hull KR 
v Whitehaven (3.0); Hunslet v Dewsbury 
(3.30): Keighley v Widnes (3.0): Lan- 
cashire ton* v Leigh (3.0); S win tor v Bar- 
row (3.0): Workington v Featherstone 

(3.0) . 


RUGBY UNION 
FIVE NATION5' 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

Wales v England (4.0) 

(at Wembley Stadium) 
TETLEY’S BITTER COUNTY CHAMP- 
lONSMP South League One: Surrey v 
Devon (2.30) (or Mer PbAcr). 

AB LEAGUE Dhrisfen One: Galwegians 
v Ballymena (2.30). Second Division: 
Bee rive Rangers v Derry (2.0); DL5P v 
Old Crescent (2.30); Greystones v Sun- 
day's Well (2.30): UCC v kernes (2.30). 


HOCKEY 

EHL PREMIER DhrtskM (2.0): Cannock 
vTedtSngton: Cantertwyv Guild Ford: East 
Gnnstead v Hounslow; Old Loughtonians 
v Bournville; Reading v Brooklands; 
Southgate v Beeston. 

INTER LEAGUE TOURNAMENT FoTTT- 
by v Rjrerixjrough Town (1 2.0): Sheffield 
v Edgbaswn (2.0) (or Milton Keynes). 


OTHER SPORTS 
SNOOKER: British Open [of Plymouth). 
SQUASH: Ntorth of England Champion- 
ships (of Northumbria SC). 


FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP 
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28/FOOTBALL 


THE INDEPENDENT 



FA CUP SEMI-FINAL: (TOMORROW 12.30 SKY SPORTS 2) 


By Paul attfielp 

- THE DOMESTIC double 
is> hopes of either Arsenal or 

f Manchester United wiU 
come to an end tomorrow 
when the two meet in the 
semi-final of the FA Cup at 
Villa Park- or. at the latest 
in a replay next Wednesday. 
Arsenal, who beat New- 
castle 2-0 in last season's final to com- 
plete the Double, are hoping to become 
the on(y dub ever to do the Double in con- 
secutive seasons. United, meanwhile, 
who lead the Gunners by a point with a 
game in hand in the Premiership, are 
hoping to become the first English dub 
to achieve a treble of English title, FA Cup 
and European Cup - as well as winning 
a domestic double of their own for the 
third time in six years. 

Arsenal are also bidding to prolong 
their superiority over United who could 
well come into die match less than fresh 
following their exertions in securing a 
1-1 draw against Juventus in the European 
Cup on Wednesday. Arsenal are unbeat- 
en againstUnited in their last six match- 
es ami although they have already beaten 
United 3-0 in both the Charity Shield and 
a Premiership match at Highbury in 
September, their l-l draw with United at 
Old Itafford on February 17 was a fairer 
reflection of their relative qualities. 



Anelka; back into Arsenal’s attack 

Both dubs know so much about each 
other and have such strong squads that 
the match is bound to be dose and could 
easily be drawn. Penalties may yet be 
aeeded to separate the two sides. 

Arsenal will be without their inspira- 
tional French midfielder Emmanuel 
Petit who is suspended after picking up 
his third red card of the season. 
Nwankwo Kanu has dedded not to play 
an international for Nigeria - a decision 
that may yet cause his dub trouble with 
Fife, football’s world governing body - and 
is available for Arsene Wenger’s team. 


Arsenal’s veteran full-backs Lee 
Dixon (abdominal muscle strain' and 
Wintertoum (hamstring; are both feeing 
late fitness tests. Nelson Vivas will be 
ready to play should either puli out. 
Fredrik Ljungberg has been added to the 
squad after being dropped against Black- 
burn, and the striker Nicolas Anelka. rest- 
ed against Rovers, will play instead of 
Kaba Diawara. Martin Keown will play 
despite his ongoing worries over an ill- 
ness to his son. 

United's main injury worry would ap- 
pear to be defender Henning Berg, who 
is ruled out with a knee ligament prob- 
lem. Alex Fferguson will be forced to break 
up the partnership with Jaap Slam 
which has contributed to United’s un- 
beaten run of 21 games. Ronnv Johnsen 
will take over after replacing Berg for the 
second half of the Juventus game on 
Wednesday. The injury also looks likely 
to rule Berg out of the return leg in Turin 
in a Fortnight's time, and Norway's Euro 
2000 qualifier in Georgia on 28 April. 

In seven meetings between the sides 
in the FA Cup the Gunners lead the se- 
ries with four wins to United's three. 

MANCHESTER UNITED Ifromj SiMncuineL 0 Neville. 
Stain. Johnsen. Brown. Irwin. Serthjm. Keane. SchcHn 
Giggs. Cole. Vorke. Sofskjaer. Blomqvrsl. P Neville Bull 
Shet Ingham. Greening. Curtis. Von Set Gouw 
ARSENAL /from) Seaman. tVon. Keown. Mims. Wir- 
Certjum. Parlour. Vieira. Garde. Hughes. Overnvo. Berg- 
hamp. Andka. Kanu. Oiawar.j. Vmas. Ljungberg . Bould. 
Boa Morte. Onmandi. LuHc 
Suspensions; Arsenal: Pent 
R e f ere e: D Eller ay 


BY TOMMY STANIFORTH 

- TOTTENHAM. RESURGENT 
since George Graham took 
overin October, will be look- 
ing to complete a domestic 
cup Double after winning 
the League Cup three 
weeks ag0 - 

^ The only other club to 
achieve that particular feat 
is Arsenal - under Graham in 1993. 

Spurs 1 1961-62 and 1981-82i are one of 
onty two dubs - Newcastle < I95i-S2i being 
the other - to win the cup in successive 
seasons this century, a feat Arsenal 
could yet emulate. 

Newcastle may not be chasing any- 
thing other than a long-overdue win in 
the competition, but they go into the game 
knowing that like the other three teams 
they have already secured a place in 
Europe next season but their coach, Ruud 
Gullit who became the first foreign 
manager to win the Cup. with Chelsea in 
1997. would prefer a double of his own by 
becoming the first foreign coach to over- 
see two FA Cup-winning clubs. 

The sides played out a l-l draw at 
Newcastle in the league on Monday, but 
there were few indications from that 
match about the possible outcome. 

Newcastle were without Alan Shearer, 
who has scored nine times against Spurs 
in 11 matches in his career, and the 



Shearer: returns for Newcastle 

England captain has recovered from 
bis ankle injury to lead Newcastle. 

Duncan Fferguson’s bid to join him 
loots to be doomed after the big Scot 
missed training yesterday. There wifi be 
late fitness tests for the French pair Didier 
Domi and Laurent Charvetand the Ger- 
man midfielder Dietmar Hamann. 

Newcastle’s Andy Griffin is keen tohave 
another chance to mark David Ginola as 
the former Stoke Cityr defender feels he 
has something to prove afterbeing taken 
off at half-time against Spurs in October 
"David Ginola is probably the best 


nascent,” the teenager said. “But you’ve 
just got to go out and be confident inyour- 
self and concentrate on the job. 

-He’s one of the best players in the 
league without a shadow of a doubt Right 
foot or left foot, he’s very strong. In the 
last couple of months, he's ripped 
defenders apart and ripped teams apart 
single-handedly. 

“But it showed in the Wbrthington Cup 
final that he's only human after all and 
he can be kept quiet" 

Tottenham were without Ginola and 
Les Ferdinand on Monday and they are 
both set to be recall ed. 

Graham, who is without John Scales, 
Stephen Clemence and Ramon Vega 
through injury and Justin Edinburgh 
through suspension, is likely to leave out 
the Worthington Cup final goalscorer 
Allan Nielsen in favour of Steffen Freund 
and Tim Sherwood in midfield. 

However he must decide whether to 
play his recent signing Roger Nilsen or the 
youngster Luke Young alongside Sol 
Campbell in defence and which two out of 
Ferdinand, Chris Armstrong and Steffen 
Iversen will form his strike partnership. 

NEWCASTLE (tram): Gthbi. Harper. Griffin. Domi. Bar- 
ton. CharvM. Homey: Oafrixas. Hughes. Speed. Hamann. 
ire. Solano. Marie. Georgia**. Brady. Shearer. Keobaka. 
Ferguson. 

TOTTENHAM Ifrom): WUher Baarfsw. G« Tancto. 'tang, 
Niteen. Campbell, Sherwood. NSefcwi. Fre und, fla g. Ander- 
tw. Domgrguez. Foe. Simon, hersen, Armsnwg. FenUnarai 
Suspcsstonc Tottenham: Edinburgh 
Referee: P Dun*! (Portland). 


FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP (TODA;Y, 3PM UNLESS STATED) 



Aston Villa v 
Southampton 

Last season: 1-1 


ASTON VILLA will be buoyed by the return of midfielder Alan 
Thompson. The Former Bolton player was suspended for 
Tuesday’s 2-2 draw with Leicester and is expected to take 
over from Mark Draper in midfield. England international 
Paul Merson, who has been on the bench for the last three 
games, is likely to remain among the substitutes despite his 
goalscoring performance in the reserves during the 4r3 win 
at Leeds on Wednesday. 

The Moroccan international Hassan Kachloul misses 
Southampton's crucial trip to Villa Park because he is in ac- 
tion for his country against Togo in the African Nations’ Cup. 
Goalkeeper Nefl Moss continues in goal with Welsh inter- 
national Paul Jones likely to miss the remainder of the sea- 
son because of a slipped disc in his back, while midfielder 
Matt Le Ussier is in contention for a recall to the Saints’ 
starting line-up. Striker David Hirst who has missed the en- 
tire season with a knee ligament injury, could feature after 
scoring for the reserves in midweek but midfielder Matthew 
Oakley is hoping to recover from a rib injury Norwegian strik- 
er Egil Ostenstad has a groin injury and winger Stuart Rip- 
ley is unlikely to play because of a persistent calf problem. 


ASTON VILLA (fromr Bosnich. Watson. Southgate. CaWerwood. Wright. Hen- 
One. Taylor, Stone. Draper. Thompson. Joachim. Dublin. Merson. Delaney: Scime- 
ca. Barry. Vas sell. Oakes. 


SOUTHAMPTON (from)- Moss. Dodd. Monkou. Lundekvam. Coherer. D Hughes. 
Marsden. Le Ussier. Bridge. Beattie. M Hughes. Oakley. Hirst. Monk. Bertali. Hi- 
ley: Ostenstad. StensgaanJ 
Suspensions: None 
Referee: N Barry. 




Derby County v /\ 
Nottm Forest gjg 

Last season: Did not play FWgST 


RON ATKINSON is set to name an unchanged Nottingham 
Forest line-up as his side try secure if not safety then at least 
some measure of pride against their East Midlands rivals. 
Forest, bottom of the table and seemingly destined for rel- 
egation. have no fresh injury worries and manager Atkin- 
son is likely to keep Faith with the side that held Liverpool 
to a 2-2 draw on Monday. 

Jim Smith has had no such luck and could have to ring 
the changes and choose a completely different forward line. 
The Derby manager is waiting on the fitness of Deon Bur- 
ton. Francesco Baiano and the recent signing from Mid- 
dlesbrough. Mikfcef Beck, all of whom started in last 
Saturday's defeat against Newcastle. Burton < hamstring* 
and Baiano < groin) both picked up problems in training yes- 
terday and are doubtful while Beck hurt his toe on his debut 
and the problem worsened in midweek. If they are out Paulo 
Wanchope and Dean Sturridge - who were on the bench last 
week - are on standby to start and Darryl Powell is back 
from suspension. Howevec Smith is definitely without long- 
term casualties Igor Stunac, Stefeno Eranio and Rory Dclao 
as his side attempt the seemingly impossible, a European 
place in Europe next season. 

DERBY COUNTY (fiomr Hoult. Bcrbckis. L.T..rx-. ^. 9 . Crbinan. 

Rjv.ell SoHin^n. 9aUnO. Burton. Bcvfc. StunidVc. Harpor. c ='■ 

I loti. Muirav. Poem 

NOTTINGHAM FOREST llroil CrWBlev. Iruzlrir. Edward*. GCu^. Chortle? l)B£.-f% 
5(cns.US. Sonjl.irr. Ai'fou Jofinwn. Palmer. Vjn Hoc-dre* freeman Hjrev.S-l-i. 
LVoan. Beas-wt. 

Referee: O Saibci 


Leicester v ES 
West Ham United 



Last season: 2-1 


THE LEICESTER stalwart Steve Walsh feces a late fitness 
test on an injured ankle. The veteran defender picked up 
the injury in last month’s Worthington Cup final against Spurs 
and has missed his side's last two matches. Martin O’Neill's 
only definite absentee is midfielder Muzzy izzeL who has 
failed to recover from a hamstring injur*: Gerry Taggart re- 
turns after flu. Striker Tony Cottee is looking to taking ad- 
vantage of his former dub West Ham’s wavering form. Cottee 
grew up a Hammers supporter and scored 115 of his 201 
league goals in two spells at Upton Park. Eight points from 
the last four games have swept City- out of immediate dan- 
ger while one point from six over Easter has severely dent- 
ed West Ham’s lingering Uefa Cup hopes. Cottee said: -I’m 
really looking forward to this game. West Ham wifi beat the 
bast and then lose to the bottom team, but we know that they 
will make it tough for us. They will not come here and roll 
over without a fight." 

West Ham’s Marc-Vivien Foe is on international duty- for 
Cameroon against Mozambique this weekend and HanyRed- 
knapp will be forced into a re shuffle. Either Eyal Berkovie 
or Steve Potts will start fan Wright who came through a 
reserve team game in midweek, will be on the bench, but 
Rio Ferdinand is out for a fortnight with an ankle injury. 

LEICESTER CRY [ , »c*'i| kC'icr. Arpht'.Td. Guppy Tj£ga:;. 5itKU« EITiou. Uiwhcrn* 
U’mw. impey Gunnioupncn. RiAcr Hesiey Centre. Kramnik. Mkicc. Kre- 

stoli. K-.-ntc*,' raison Campbell. ZjczMkis 
WEST HAM UNITED' Squad to b* announced 
Suspension: No™; 

Referee: J Winter 


And statistics 

The case for the defence - not proven 

THE BEST top- flight defensive record in English _ “ '• 

football history was achieved 20 seasons ago when . < 

Liverpool conceded just 1 6 goals in 42 games on - v / 

the way to their fourth title of the Seventies Arsenal . __ - 

have conceded 1 3 goals so far in this season in 3 1 * • ; v T Arsenal 

outings and are on course co set a new record, if not safest f 

by beating Liverpool's feat of two decades ago. then at the cou 

least by bettering the Premiership record of 26 goals ser 
by Manchester United last season. 

Arsene Wenger should take note, howevei . Despite - . 

having the meanest defence in the top flight last year. Ale- 
Ferguson's men lost the title to the more generous Gunners. , 

who gave away seven more goals than the runners-up from 
Old Traffard. In tact, only once in the Premiership has the 
team conceding the fewest goals won the title - when United 
came top in 1 992-93. the inauguiaJ season, having ler in 31 

goals. iffiry 

Only once has the side with the most clean sheets 
(Manchester United. 1 995-96) won the championship, and two 
seasons ago Leeds (with 20 clean sheets, more than any other 
side} finished as low as 1 1 th in the table. Thus the relationship 
between a nghc defence and success in the cable is not cut and 
dried. If it were, then Sheffield Wednesday (fifth meanest 

defence) would be in comention for European honours. •?. 

Everton (tenth meanest defence) would be in the safer half -^5I3E I— «?• - 

of the table instead of nudging towards the First Division, 
and Newcastle and Wimbledon (17th and 18th meanest 
defences) would be scrapping to avoid relegation 
alongside Nottingham Forest and Southampton. 

Liverpool's decline in the past 20 years is 
especially evident when you consider than 
Clemence. Neal. Kennedy. Thompson. Hansen 
and co kept 28 clean sheets in one 42-match 

season, but their current counterparts have . A 

managed lust six in 30. with the last shut-out " " •' -j 

coming 10 games ago. Whereas Clemence 

was the finest goalkeeper in the country. ■ v -. .■/’J " " 

David James (the most used Liverpool /' 

keeper this season) is Che suth-worsc in 

the Premiership in terms of goals «"** t ^ 

conceded per game, having let in 32 ’ 

goals m 24 performances (or i 39 g-?als 
per game). The best three keepers (David 
Seaman. Ed de Goev and Nigel Martyr) 
have ler in less than a goal per game 
each. 


Arsenal's David Seaman, the 
safest pair pair of hands behind 
the country's tightest defence 








/ 





Best defences don't necessarily win cities 


Don’t bank on dean sheets either 


Season 

Club conceding 

Goats 

Final 

Seasons 

Club with most 

Clean 


Fewest goals 

conceded 

position 


clean sheets 

sheets 

1992-93 

Man Ut<S 

31 

l 

1S92-S3 

BtKhburn 

19 

1993-E-i 

Arsenal 

26 

u 

1993-i'fr 

A; >■. n jl 

21 

J~9i-9E 

Man Utd 

23 


1594-95 

Mon IJl.1 

2A 

195.-56 

Arseni* 

32 

5 

1595 -9 A 

Man U»i1 

IA 

199S-97 

Arsenal 

32 

3 

1996-97 

Lc.-ds 

20 

1 S57-&2 

Man Uld 

26 


1997-9S 

M in ui-l 

20 

: 933-25 (sc tar: 

A'seiUl 

13 

2 

199B-99 (so !.«} 

Arscn.il 

21 


Final 

position 

A 

t* 

2 

I 

1 1 


Defensive mettle 

Club Goals conceded 

this season 

ArsenaJ 1 3 

Chelsea 2 3 

Leeds 23 

r.’jn -J:d 32 

Sheff Wed 36 

Derby 36 

Tottenham 37 

Astor. Villa 39 

L-i;-.*ste' 39 

E-.ercon fr 0 

West Ham 40 

Charlton A I 

■ViddiesL rough 4 1 
Liwptc-’ 

EiacJ- bum A5 

Ccr.-entr; 43 

•Ysacastie 45 

’.Vmb^edon *8 

ScLrharrptcn 57 

Ncttm Forest 6A 


Sun zrm. &• or N/.r> Harris 


Current Clean 
position sheets 


Club 

Games 

played 

Goals 

conceded 

Goals/ 

game 

Clean 

sheets 

ArsiT.jf 

26 

II 

0.42 

17 

Chel^o 

30 

23 

0.77 

12 

Levels 

23 

2 * 

0.86 

1 1 

f^an Utd 

2 * 

30 

1.07 

9 

Derby 

21 

24 

1.14 

5 


Last line of defence - the Premiership's top five keepers 
Keeper Club Games Goals Goals/ Cl< 


Sco nun 
De Goey 
Marryn 
Schmi-tchel 
Hoult 


Relegation update 

A mcnrti j gc>. J n indrewrnorni ->•. ■-,! in- rrynamltif; Twturez predkleO that 

F««». Charlton ana Scuihomprori ion £0.11 i 1 iii'n-n.- C | i-;..>uld be retefl'teO. hr.rvini; 
Enertcn ion goal dillcicnccj. fcU.v>binn or-J Covimo , ;.nc In the Piermershlp. WhHc 
Ccuenm/mav >j ml belitr tfrw pu>/urrert. .md twion ,nl Houiiximpton nurpmny 
worse. Etotkburn have pcilormeO further hekjvt 1-^11 tlmn the Others As the table 

helow shows It' Rover; t"( k Up 'he ie:-S •-■I me M.il'-.hcaRy e»pcctetl <*r them, they 

iv>/i 50 d 7 wn wirh Fotr-l and Chauror tin ion ml <rvr S.iint-; will pi'.* up 6 and 7 
ies**h:tr<eiv tc- survive 5 uiwo. «■’ 


The end of season cable - a sneaky preview 


Team 

No. of points 

Prod let «1 

Actual 

Predicted 

Predicted 


a month age 

pcs by now 

pts now 

extra points 

total 

Co«nrry 

27 

35 

37 

!• 

41 

Evcitcw 

28 

32 

Ji 

6 

37 

Southampton 23 

31 

30 

7 

37 

BucAburn 

25 

33 

if 

5 

35 

Ouriion 

27 

31 

31 

4 

3* 

Nottm Forest 1 7 

20 


1 

22 



MONDAY (SKY SPORTS 1 8PM) 


Leeds United v Liverpool 

Last season: 0-2 





Middlesbrough v 
Charlton 

Last season: Did not play 


CHARLTON WILL be without the Welsh international John 
Robinson for the trip to Middlesbrough. 

Robinson was carried off with ankle ligament damage in 
the first half of Monday's win at Wfest Ham and, although 
the injury is not as bad as first thought, he is likely to be out 
for several weeks and may miss the rest of the season. 

Goalkeeper Sasa flic, who was also taken off at Upton {feric. 
is also rated high ty doubtful for the game at the Riverside, 
flic injured his ankle and neck after colliding with Marc Keller 
and a post Andy Petterson is ready to continue to deputise 
with fourth-choice keeper Mike Salmon set to be on the bench. 

The joint-leading scorer CKve Mendonca, who missed the 
1-0 win over Harry Redknapp's side, is ruled out with the 
back injury he sustained against Chelsea last week. 

Bryan Robson’s selection problems revolve around Brian 
Deane and Keith O’Neill, who are both rated only 50-50 for 
the game after picking up ankle injuries. 

They will undergo late fitness tests but young midfield- 
er MarkSummerbeD is definitely ruled out with a bade prob- 
lem. 

MIDDLESBROUGH (fromi: 5 clKiMfKf, Beresfond. Stockdale. Cooper. Vickers. 
Palibter. Fesca. Gordon. Moddson. Townsend. Gascoigne. Mustoe. O’Neill. Deane. 
Ricjrd. Kinder. Hamson. Arnisrujng. Baker. 

CHAiajON ATHLETIC (from): Be Peaeraon. Powell. Brown. Vbuds. Mflis. Tiler. 
Rufus. Barnes. Bowen. Kinsdla. Redfeam, Hunt Pringle. Bright. Stuart. K Janes. S 
Juies. Newton. Mortimer. Konchesky. Parker. 

Suspensions; None 
Referee: U Rennie (Sheffield). 


TOMORROW (3PM) 




Everton v 
Coventry 

Last season: l-l 


EVERTON will turn to the oldest outfield plaver in the Pre- 
miership in 38 vear-old Dave Watson to guide them away 
from the relegation zone. 

The veteran defender was rested last Monday for the 
2-1 home defeat against Sheffield Wednesday, but will be re- 
stored to the team for the crucial home game with Coven- 
try and is unlikely to be rested again this season. 

The Merseysiders are without Ibrahima Bakayobo, who 
is away on international duty with the Ivorv Coast, while their 
new Scottish international Don Hutchison is serving the last 
of a three-match ban. 

Craig Short who had stitches in a wound above his eye 
after the Sheffidd Wednesday game, has recovered and Milch 
Ward is back in the squad after a lengthy injury. 

Coventry an? expected to be unchanged and have John 
Aloisi available again after his three-match suspension, but 
he is expected to be on the substitutes' bench. 

Steve Froggatt who missed Monday's l-o win over 
Southampton, has been under treatment fora slight ham- 
string strain. ^ 

o— *"• «*» <-^&‘wSraSSf 6 i: 

1.^^. eu " ol ' ls - E^tung. McAI- 

iiv/ •>«»i,in<] Smlrr.n '• •'' ■ , *:ri'iiii. OanwL Edinw- 

Suspensions: Everton: 

Referee: ^ H.irris 




LEEDS WILL be looking to make team his- 
tojy as Lhej- pursue a record eighth con- 
secutive league win. 

Having put themselves in a challenging 
position, not just for a Champions' League 
place, but for the title themselves, theywiil 
ms want to slip up here. Three points from 
this gai.ie are vital, especially as they still 
await the visit of the top two sides in the 
Premiership and have to travel to London 


to face Chelsea. David Batty is set to make 
his return to the Leeds side, and the Eng- 
land midfielder will be keen to put his in- 
jury worries behind him, having played only 
three games in four months. 

Liverpool's season has pretty much 
fallen apart in recent weeks, with Uefa's 
ruling on European places for next season 
leaving them nothing to play for. They have 
dedded not to enter the Intertolo Cup in 


the summer, and recent disciplinary' prob- 
lems have done nothing to improve the at- 
mosphere around Anfield. However. Steve 
MeManaman might not be the only play- 
er on the woy out in the summer, and the 
current players will have to show their de- 
sire to remain on Merseyside. 

LEEDS UNITED lo OC IWOCM 

LIVERPOOL > |ilbi io ir rvunrri. 

R dcrog: I 1 Lm*-, (u.uj’hhnrtul.qh] 


Wimbledon v 
Chelsea 

Last season: 0-2 


CHELSEA ARE Sure to relv im Jhpf- mfofinrt j * 

for game which can ser/lh"n7clo^S e 

ship laaders Manchester Vn °" 

midweek injure concerns' The i ^ Bt after his 

>-*■ ft 

Gratme Le Saux :s free to face the Don* a ck- . 

lxm - imposed by the Football ■ , 35 ^on^match 
Birmingham hearing - M effective' SV 1 ^ Sterda - V ’ s 
Groin injury vicOn, Michael 

tiie surgeon s knife and will m under 

Ekoku also underwent explor-'ton 3 ' Strifter Ef&n 
week and is also likelv m k?'" - ° bis knee this 

Meanwhile Kennv Cu^ton" , h^ ra, e ' 
fitness test on his hamstring il ^ WllJ . have to a late 
don derhv. " t0 his place in the Lon- 

W^SlfDON cr.c-n: . 

Ih.KclicL Jir.-B'. r v r •. i,. ... . ' ' n 1 ,.*i u . u 

fAj'le-. Oituviy : h r „ ... 

SucpomkaiD: Oi«taoa "" '*• in-. ** 

R«f«re«: *: ...I’ - • Poyrt. Htefwoc*. 
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RACING/29 


Aintree claims the life of D’Estruval 
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BY RICHARD EDMONDSON 
at Aintree 

JUST SEX of the 37 pDgrims 
which set out in the Grand Na- 
tional 12 months ago returned. 
And one of them was re- 
mounted It was not a survival 
rate to gladden the R5PCA 
and today there will be a soci- 
ety inspector at every fence 
monitoring the effect iveness 
of safety measures introduced 
in the wake of Aintree 1388. 

The track's notoriety is 
prompted largely by obstacles 
such as Becher’s Brook, valen- 
tine’s and The Chafe yet it is the 
first fence which regularly 
catches the most victims. In an 
effort to make the stampede to 
the initial test safer the fence 
has been widened by two me- 
tres to give combatants more 
space to jump. It is now the 
widest steeplechase obstacle in 
the country. 

“Although the racing indus- 
try is making safety a priority 
and addressing some of our 
welfare concerns, there is still 
someway to go and we wiD con- 
tinue to monitor and advise on 
areas where horse safety and 
welfare becomes an issue," 
Chris Laurence, the acting 
R5PGA veterinary officer said. 
“We welcome the new safety 
measures, which are being im- 
plemented following an inquiry 
into the deaths of three horses 
at last year's Grand National. 





m? '-a: ^/.- v - . > r - ,-v>y /. ;v 
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To the backdrop of the Aintree grandstands, the runners for yesterday's John Hughes Memorial Chase won by Listen Timmy stream over the water jump 






“Any death of a horse in 
sporting competition in unac- 
ceptable and the RSPCA will 
continue to work closely with 
the racing industry to see that 
all necessary measures are 
taken to safeguard racehorse 
welfare to prevent such 
tragedies occurring.’' 


Desert in Gladness 
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AID AN O'BRIEN runs Black 
Rock Desert in the Group 
Three Gladness Stakes at the 
Curragh tomorrow. Blade Rock 
Desert is at 11-1 for the 2,000 
Guineas with Ladbrokes. 

Blue Cloud remains on 
course for the 1,000 Guineas 
after a narrow victory in the 
Prix Imprudence over seven 
furlongs at Maisons-Laffitte 
yesterday. The Andre Fabre- 
trained, Oliver Peslier-ridden 
filly, the odds- on favourite, beat 


an v 
itrv 


AINTREE 

1.45: ROAD RACER struck 
top form on Newbury’s firm 
^surface a fortnight ago and, 
"if the ground continues to 
dry out, this fluent jumper 
will prove hard to beat FlataJ- 
isfce is likely to set a fierce 
pace, which could play into 
the hands of Shankar. The 
latter’s recent form figures 
look dismal, but this grey 
invariably performs well on 
this tight track and won the 
race two years ago. 

OCX) 

2J20: Celibate, Green Green 
Desert and Cumbrian Chal- 
lenge all finished out of the 
frame in the two-mile Cham- 
pion Chase at Cheltenham 
last month. Of the trio, 
GREEN GREEN DESERT 
might be best suited by this 
very different course. Flying 
Instructor needs rain to 
enhance his chance. 

□□□ 

2.55: ISTABRAQwas turned 
over by Pridwefl when odds- 
on in this contest last year 
But another shock defeat 
looks extremely unlikely on 
this faster surface. Charlie 
Swan's mount won with such 
authority at Cheltenham last 
time that it seems fatile to 
oppose him. 

□CO 

3.45: Unless heavy rain 
arrives, mud-lovers such as 
Fiddling The Facts, Gener- 
al Wolfe and Kendal Cava- 
lier could struggle. Call It A 
Day in contrast, has a pref- 
erence for good ground. 
Taken with the fact that he 


HYPERION'S 


TV TIPS 


has the most stamina-laden 
pedigree on view, Richard 
Dunwoody’s mount has the 
best credentials in the race. 
But the 25-1 available for 
COOME HILL this morning 
is far more tempting. Flops 
on his latest two runs were 
down to heavy ground Back 
on a faster surface, he can 
mate a triumphant return to 
form. Bells Ufa and Avro 
Anson are rank outsiders 
whose prospects are not 
remote. 

HAMILTON 

1.10: TOP GEM won on 
good-to-soft ground at 
Leicester last week. Today’s 
more testing turf should not 
prevent a follow-up. 

□CO 

1.40: TOP OF THE CLASS, 
the most experienced run- 
ner in this field, can make it 
third-time lucky 

□CO 

2.10: Easter Ogil, with 
Kleren Fallon booted, will be 
popular but better v alue m ay 
be found with JEFFREY 
ANOTHERRED. Pergal 
Lynch's mount is a course 
winner and likes the mud 

□CO 

2.40: This slog will be up The 
Butterwick Kid’s street, but 
the Fallon-ridden BRAN- 
DON COURT should just 
have his measure. 
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No precaution though could 
have saved poor Gris D’Estru- 
vai, who negotiated several of 
the big fences in the John 
Hughes Chase, but then frac- 
tured a cannon bone on the flat 
He was destroyed. Budalus too 
we will never see again. He was 
a victim of his own tiredness 


and bravery in the Oddbins 
Handicap Hurdle. He fell at the 
last and did not rise, the crowd 
shocked as his legs thrashed, 
the result of a broken neck. 

The John Hughes was won 
by Listen Timmy, who is owned 
by Stan Clarke but ran in the 
colours of the Sentinel Racing 


Club to whom he is leased. 
Clarke, who owns Lord GyUene, 
the National winner two years 
ago, did see his liver}' trans- 
ported to victory in the opener 
when Barton extended his un- 
beaten record to seven. 

This was not the same en- 
ergetic Barton we saw at Chel- 


tenham and be had to show that 
he has steel as well as skill 
when fighting off the milky- 
skinned Auetaier “I know he 
was not as impressive as at 
Cheltenham, but people make 
sure they have their horses 1 10 
per cent for that," Lorcan Wver. 
the winning jockey, said. “I do 


not want to take anything away 
from the grey horse but that 
sort of explains why be was not 
so spectacular this time. What 
he wants now is the same as 
me, to be turned out in a field 
with a big New Zealand rug.” 
Spendid, however, may still 
have mountains to climb. The 


David Ashdown 

winner of the Mildmay Novices' 
Chase could now tate in Pun- 
chestown. “I always said he'd 
win a good one,** David Nichol- 
son, his trainer, reported. “He 
is a very tough horse, one of the 
toughest I've had. and in the 
same mould as Viking Flagship. 

Results, page 23 


Honda with Rangoon Ruby a 
dose third. 

. Meanwhile, Criquette Head 
has confirmed the 1,000 Gui- 
neas favourite Moiava remains 
on course for Newmarket 
In the Prix Djebel. Berkout- 
thi, li-l, also ridden by Peslier, 
gained a neck victory over the 
F&bre- trained 2,000 Guineas 
entry Restless War No decision 
on Restless War's possible par- 
ticipation at Newmarket wfil be 
made until nearer the time. 


Hamilton 

HYPERION 

1.10 tbp Jem 1.40 Top Of The Class 2.10 
Jeffrey Anotherred 2.40 Brandon Court 
3.05 Captain Miller 3.35 Shakleyl 


GOING: Soft (Heavy h pieces). 

STALLS: Vn & tnll - n&ide; remainder - siantfs side 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: High best in 305 

■ Fhgtii-hand undulating course with pear-shaped loop 

■ Course is north ot town on B7071 Ha mil on West station (sei- 
vice from Glasgow) m ADMISSION: dub £tZ. ‘T.randstand and 
Paddock E7 (M tor GAPs, osatted & studentsi Accompanied 
under- 16s free afl enclosures. CAR PARK: Free 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: M Johnston 29-iSi (192M J Berry 
28-T92 (148%), Miss L Perratt 22-263 |&4%1 D Haydn Jones 
14-69 (203%) 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: J Weaver 30-120 (25%). K Dariey 26- 
160 (163%). J Fortune 25-132 (169%). A Mackay 22-115 (131 %l 

■ FAVOURITES: 187-528 (354%). 

TONGUE STRAP: Best Kept Secret C3D5) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Slip Jig Ivisored. 2.401; Full Moon 
(vrsored. 335) 

LONGDISTANCE RUNNER: VoOa Premiere (£40 sen 441 mtes 


- 17 declared - 

Mtotnum w Might. 10a True tmfcap .-^sgwne Cewgir, 6a So 

BETTING: 3-1 Tbp Jem, 6-1 nibble Assembly. 7-t internal Affair. 8-1 Tor- 
nado Prince. Won is. 10-1 Burning Thith. larrMble, 1«-l Others 

FORM VERDICT 

Sc'h jDund and the stilt ftmsti wi place the emphasis on sia- 
rruna. arid TOP JEM shnid not be unduly nconveruenced 
by the sight step back in dstance. She remans we* treated 
on her old 'arm. and must be hard to beat ri she reproduces 
her Leicester rumng Tana dale and Western General could 
give her most to da 


1.40 


[ 4-4771 WILLIAM HILL BETCALL HAND- 13 ■ 
I l,IU l ICAP (CLASS E) £6,000 1m If W^M 

RATINGS 

1 DEW WE5IBWG9BUL(iBQ(QMs8KMg3nBt)G-J(Rflan1070 

2 CE205- BURNnGTRUTH(J130) UsA5wrterk59Ii.GDi4neidT7tn 

3 80001 TOP jatpjMRjan 5911-.. . PUeCabe 1284 

4 20DO SUN DANuNG n P MonBt h 4 g 7 ..OPearai4rD 

5 0806 TORNADO PRINCE (S3) E Alston 496 . . S Sanders 15 ID 

6 0030-7 MB8LE ASSBBtY (12) (C) K Rtar 4 9 3 D Gtamon (7) B 83 

7 (0226- JONA HOLLEY (J29) M Hamnond 6 8 Q .. TQukmSn 

B 00005- 1MTHWAL AFFAIR (169) tV Haggas 4 8 12 
9 5414-6 LOCHDBfE (12J V Jchnscn 4 3 71 . . .. 

t) 430001 CAPTAIN BRADY (J88) J Gcide 4 87 . 

11 00300- COLOURS TO GOLD (243) J L Eyre 4 B5 

12 /H2-0 PROPHITS PRIDE (B) P Marnedh 7 8 5 - -R Wnston (3) 3 71? 

O BEAUR0SSTrop^(QJGoUe584 Rftwtey(7)9* 

W 05OE2 TARRADALE(12HC)C Booth 581. D Memaglt (5) 174 

S OflXKJ CAMFA«PH*sAtejghon4 80 RLspputTffi 

S 441/1- MON!SfJ1S)B asen 87 H - N1tennedy1l7P 

17 60000- RAGTIME COWGIRL (236)(C) D Nolan 67 X) PFnssayB 


WM HILL ACTION UNE NOV- VSn 
ICE STAKES (D) £5,000 2Y05f BU 
1 1 KINGSTON BU1(11)(D)WGM Turner 95 ..TSptake 5 67 

3 2 BARR1NGBI (5) M Oancn 8 C TQum2n 

3 CAUTIONARY J Beny 3 7 . .. PFesseyJ- 

4 0 COLLEGE MAID (14) J(i*ie AT. . A CUImne 4 5) 

5 35 TOP OF THE CLASS (7) M Wane 8 7 ...RLappktl 77 

-5 declared - 

BETTING: 7-4 Barringer. 94 Kingston Bill, 5-1 Cautionary, 6-1 Topol The 
Class. 7-t College Maid 

FORM VERDICT 

Kingston BID looked a tan- prospect at Nemastfe but it c drf- 
ficutt to make much ct the torm and the roncessnn of weight 
at rxxnd could prove beyond Hn kieapenence let down BAR- 
RINGER at warwek. but he may wel succeed n giving Mck 
Chamon a repeat ottaa year svenry here Top Of The Class, 
who lacks scope, s agam Ikefy to strugga 


K (QJK& SANMtCHcLClOJJLEY^TBD AUackay16B BA 

6 DOOM ORIEL fflflL (14) M Ryan J aO . GBarthrelT.U 

« 4t3> UBTER WESTBOUND (148) (CD) IfesLP^rraiiT 7 T2 

.... - RRrandi3B84 

17 350-00 UAYDORO (77) IDl W Snsbsume 670 PH Quinn (7) 12 9T 
-17 declared - 

Utovmtm ureigK: Ida. True handicap trergV: May&m ,’srSO 
BETTING: 9-2 Unshaken, 5-1 Enter OgD, 5-1 Pips Song, 7-1 Jeffrey An- 
otfwned, 10-1 Demolition Jo. 12-1 Northern SvangaS. 14-1 othvs 

FORM VERDICT 

The far side a the place to be or soft ground in sprints so 
two at the mam contenders on form. Easter OgU and Pips 
Song could have twen better drawn Unshaken deserves 
another mn attar a sene s ol good efforts, but the cute who 
appeals most is JEFFREY ANOTHERRED who is wefl sat- 
ed by soft croavd. is well drawn and comes here in form 


3.05 


2.40 


WILLIAM HILL RING NOW - BET 
NOW H'CAP (D) £15,000 1m 5f 


2.10 


. _MHib Ifl TP 
O HoAand 13 68 
A Cutume 2 70 
D Young (7)486 


BETTER BET WITH WILLIAM 
HILL HANDICAP (D) £8,000 6f 

60600 DB6QUTION JO(14)(D) P Evans 4 OON Culan(5) 10 V66 

3KKQ EASTER OOL (5) I BakSng J 9 It K Fsflon4 V90 

0400-3 J?FREYAN0THERRH}(15)(CD)MDlxb537FLynch1381 
30-001 PIPS SONG (28) (D) ft J Scaigd 4 9 0 . __JQukm09) 
50-333 UNSHAKEN (It) (CD) E Msun 5 8 12 SSandore1783 
C060- PETER'S IMP 1189) ID) J Ben ye h 1L PFes*ey«80 

5353-0 NORTHERN SVENGAU (11) (D) T D Barren 3 8 C 

Kknberley Hart (5) 15 33 
5*226 WATERFORD SPBUTf14| TO 3srren 3 312 0 Pears 5* 

26W0- MAAWA-SBOY(159>/D>JBefry4 5n P Bradley (7) 9 X 
■35000 SUfTEFACTORS(10)lD)kBake-58t)DBBnMcKeown2<G 
02006 JAGUAR (5) (CD) Mss L Penan 4 8 7 CUmthw798 

0050- NAISSANT (179) |CD| J Gckte 6 64 ACuhme1484 
00036 TAFFSwaL (1213 Efcwn 56 3 NKet¥*dy1I33 


1 3H03 FU3WBIOCAMaE(I2)pU WEas&by 4 OO.T Luos 1495 

2 1E6-T NORCROFT JOY (14) (C) (D) M Ryan -> 9 D . . P McCabe 16 34 

3 3QOt THEBUnBVM(3(K&}(I2)(P rlFJey69D— RtWmm(3)l288 

4 435574 BRANDON COURT (12) I BaUng 6 96 .. . XFblOnlOBO 

5 CC064- BHAlEUONIGQ8Bt£(J5B)fafesLferai592-CUM!i01886 

6 05002 ARDLBSI CHARMS (9) (BF) C Dwye 4 9 1 _RPbtnch1T89 

7 SHE- VOILAPRBABE{167) (CD) Lady Hanes790_K Dadey 780 

B 03043- STONE BECK (JZ1) J Jefferson 4 B B TQtikuiBSS 

9 3n3t0 CHINA CASTLE (7) P Hasten 6 6 C . P Goode (5) 4 7-J 

V 3022-4 ROSSH.(U5A)(12)(CP)PMor««ti68 0-.OPe»5» 

11 3D0QI MGHPVRBNSS (JH| (U) r Urpny ~ 6 9 . GDuflleM6 80 

12 5441-4 NEEDWOOD SPIRIT (10) 3 Mcigan 4 S 8 - D UcKnom 2 27 

13 30666 MANFUL (12) (C) ttss LPtfrtt 70 T_. ..N Kennedy B BSD 

vt 4452*3 SUP JIG (9) K Bole* 87 N Cnlan (5) 3 V 92 

& 02004 NORTHBW UOYTO(9) J<5ofcie686 - . A CuBtane 15 SH 
t. 400-22 MR FORTYWINKS (12) (C) (BF) J L Eyre 5 B 5 R Lappin 1 89 

17 05630 CLUED UP (3) (qP Evans 6 62- Jtt*u1TV9S 

* 30CK5 TYCOON TWA (12) (C) W Bnsbourre 57 U_JMcAlfcy (7) 13W 

-18 declared - 

Mmamm itroghc tost True handicap woSjirt Tycoon Tina 7a 0b. 
BETTING: 6-1 Flower 0‘Cfltmte. 13-2 Hie Butterwick KkJ. 7-1 Norcrofl 
Joy, Ur Fortymnks, 8-1 Ardloigh Charmer. Rosed, 10-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

A ccmpeStTve handcap. wfh a handful fully emJed to be on 
the stwn 1st THE BUTTERWICK KID showed a nan ol tool 
to beat Mr Fortywrnks, Flower O'Cannie and Rossel here 
last tare, arid ihat weapon wfl be even more effective over 
Ihm longer trip, winch Hie Butterwick Kid stays well 


INSTANT BETTING CLASSIFIED 
STAKES (CLASS E) £4,000 added 1m 
65yds 

t 00006 BEST KEPT SECRET (9) (C) 0 Nobnfl 9 7 PFeeaeyl 

2 6564-1 CAPTAIN WUER (9) M Chaim 3 8 B._ T Quinn 3 

3 0060-5 ENCOUNTER (12) J Hetterian 3 8 G .. N Kennedy 2 

4 04-006 HEPUSJC (9) J Hdherton 3 8 6 -....DBanUcKeowt5 

5 53005- BAYARD LADY (171} (C) D Mdkt! 3 9 3 J Quinn 4 

-Sdedared- 

BETTFNG: 26 Captain MBer, n-2 RepuMc, 7-1 Bayard Lady 14-1 Err- 
couiter. 16-1 Best Kepi Secret 

FORM VERDICT 

It a drfficutt to get away from CAPTAIN MILLER, despite the 
fact that he 19 tackling the inp for the first trae However, as 
a Batahoof halt-brother to the No n h u mtoertand Plate wmer 
Bold Gait he « entitled to get at least the tor, especially n 
such an uncompetitive attar. Republic is the log icat choice 
tor a forecast beL though the worry about the ground under- 
news confidence 


3.35 


WILLIAM HILL SPREAD INDEX MAID- 
EN STAKES (CLASS D) £4,000 addsd 
1m 3f 

1 323- BULLET (T7IQ W hfepgas-J & 12 . MI«S7 

2 0-0406 FULLMOON(12)WBreboirae4912 KFafanSV 

3 66 POLKA (S2) C Thornton 4 g c DeoiMcKeoMtS 

4 6 THE ANG& GAB9EL (194) D ffcbn J9E 

_GEMHeld3 

5 36630 RUBYBEAR (3) WBndxxxne4 97 J llcAuley (7) 4 

6 WCKYBERTO (JBOJ D Ndan t) 9 7 . PFessayS 

7 BEACON VALE M Meegher 3 66 . JQufaml 

8 04- ISLAND SONG (157) U Jbhnskn 3 B 6 „.JD HoBand B 

9 5 5HAKEYL (15) M Cn»ron 3 8 6 _..TQukm2 

-9dedared- 

BETT1NG: 11-10 ShakleyL 7-4 Bullet 7-2 Maud Song. 25-1 Beacon Krie. 
33-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

Only three of these make any appeal and SHAKIEYL gets 
(he to® because he may be open to improvement on hs debut 
form at Doncaster, and there are no doubts about his fitness 
Island Song should Improve tor to® lest ol starrma and Bul- 
let is the other to consoler on he tair (arm Iasi year. 


HEREFORD 

HYPERION 

1.30 Route One 2.00 Clifton Game 2.35 Cen- 
sor 3.10 Red Branch 4.20 Fabulous Mtoto 4.55 
Against The Agent 5.25 Be in Space 


2.00 


GOING: Good to Firm 

■ Right-hand course with 300yd run-vt 

■ Couse Is Not city on A49L Hereford station vn. ADMISSION 
Club £13; Tattersals CIO; Course Enctosue £6 Accompanifd 
under- 16s free al enclosures. CAR PARK. Free 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TTUUNER& M Pipe 37-106 (348%). N IMston-Davies 
23- Til E07%), P Hobbs 14-71 (GTS* K Bailey 13-70 (to£M 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 33- m (3S7V C Llewellyn 
22-100 (22%). S Wynne T2-5H (Gr%). R Johnson 12- TC (104%| 

■ FAVOURITES: 215-548 (385%i 

TONGUE STRAP: BarWngatthamoon (130). Sawlafan. Amurm 
Rouge p35): Debt Of Honor (am: WhKegatea Witte (455| 
BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Dankate, Autum Rouge (235): Raqb 
(310), Miss ChlquHa (vtsored. 235); Quickswood (wsored. 


RETURN TO JAIL BREAK NOVICE 
CHASE (CLASS E) £4,500 added 2m 3f 

1 4301P POHLOCK CASTLE (308) (C)(BF) PFtehens 611 6 ...S Fra 

2 344P3 CUFT0NGAME(17)flAh*911(J ..WMwston 

3 tHJOW CONSTANT HUSBAND (57) R N Bevti E n 0 ..Gary Lyons 

4 TWPF FORTUNE FLIGHT (44) J r ng 6 71 0 Edgar Byrne (7) 

5 /43-PU HOPE THATCH <KZ] (54) A Hobte tin 0 Guy Lands (3) 

G vm nNGOFCAMaOT(784)^PWettwr9nO . RUaesey 
7 2-P PLANET IRELAND (115J Rise mo .R Greene 

6 34-400 WILLIE WALLACE (67) O ONM 7 tt 0 H Oliver (5) 

-6 declared - 

BETTING: 5-4 Clifton Game. 7-2 King Of CametoL 9-2 Porfocfc Castle. 
6-1 Plana Ireland. 12-1 Wills Wallace. 20-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

Neither CLIFTON GAME no King of CameJot have been 
paroadartv easv to trar and ih«re are double about both rt 
d«m. However, me former to-Jto to be runrwig back nto form 
and 6 margrdfy preferred 


2.35 


BREDWARDINE NOVICE SELLING 
HURDLE (CLASS G) £2,000 2m If 

095320 ALLEGIANCE pi (D) P vvegmom 4 n 0 DUatdwvn B 

C BONANZA PEAK (ISA) |119) DBurcffelb no D J Burchefl 


3 31UD5 RAGE |2t) (CD) P Rsdtens 8 It 7 .. . _ SFraB 

4 P-J04P EXECUTIVE OPTIONS (154) N Tncton-Divtes O n 5 

J GoJdsteki (3) 

5 4-6PJP 5TSL MOSS (7) (D) C Earnoi to n 4 __JRKawmBgh 

6 231P5 GUUSNOCK LAD (18) RAJrwr 7 hi .. . Hr J D Uoore (?) 

7 P250W DEBT OF HONOR p») (CD) RUsnOE. Mr P Costtdo (7) B 

6 -AM3P B0R0HLL(l8)AHctt»s«)O5 0 Burrows (5) 

9 2-064 WOT NO GIN (16) (D) A J Wfeun t) tfl D . . .A KfiUy (5) 

« WOP JUST OfC CANALETTO (82) (CO) M Sheppard n DO 

J Power (7) B 

rt ..WOLF LOCH GARMAN H0TH. (31) P Daltan tO S3 0 . .CWefafa 
- 11 declared - 

Momumwight l Ok Trja handicap neigfaz. WctNoGmOa I3t0. JuttOne 
Ganaiem 9s» lit-. Loch German Hoki fla 6& 

BETTING: 11-4 Lay 0 Off, 3-1 Raqib, 6-1 Glatenock Lad, Wot No Gin, 7-1 
Steel Moss. 18-t Executive Options, Debt Of Honor. 20-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

Raqib. who won n style over this course and dsiance «n 
December, must have a inar?r chance bad- n this grade if 
toe Nnkers help hra but n mgrn pay to re* toe fcgnay-wtg tri- 
ed WOT NO GIN, v,ho e feastoiy werghted and win appre- 
ciate the ground Debt Ol Honor & potennalty well 
handicapped but Red Branch is badly out at form and was 
a tong way behind Lay ft ON at Ludlow m February. 


4.55 


1.30 


VICTOR CHANDLER MAIDEN HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m If 

1 40-500 BAHONGATTHBIOON (14) JMadoe5T10 - .W tester 

2 508 CHARWELL (21) Ms S Jcrttaon 6 11 0 RMeseey 

3 20 OAMUS (G8Q (40) *fesV Wfcnt.5 n P SKefty(5) 

4 Of 3 EASTDON SAPPHIRE (19t) H Baker Bn 0-- GShen«n(5) 

5 HEADWEST (NZ) J Tudi 5 n 0 HO#*er(5) 

6 PP5GP LORD EGROSS (64) P Ecriea 7 71 0 . . D Byrne 

7 MEET THE GENERAL DBurchel7H0 DJBurcheO 

8 VSS* ROUTE ONE (109) G Sherwood 6 n 0 - - ..JRKnaragh 

9 40 TOP DOLLAR (14)0 CTNeiE ftO VSanery 

D 00600 UUXn KING (43) J Kng 5 n 0 Edgar Byrne (7) 

11 0504 CHELWORTH VI (3) J Speemg 7 D 9 . . UrNFkMyP) 

12 0060 RJTONA (114) Ms T P9dnqtn 7 t) 9 - — J Goldstein (3) 

13 00 INSPIRATIONAL (18) UssURwtond 5 1) 9.. . .Gary Lyots 

M (BP/P UTTLE KENNY (39) R J free 6 10 9 JMogford (7) V 

IS ty StSTBI JANE (781) J TuOi 6 f 9- R Bellamy 

■« 4 VBtSATRJTY (IQ G McCcun 6 1] 9 DFbm(3) 

-I6dedreed- 

BETTMG: 5-2 Route One, 3-1 Demis, M Cheiworth VI 7-1 Bafkktgafthe- 
moan, VtnaUtty. 8-1 Ctaweft, 12-1 Tudor King. 20-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

Just a tew to conader here and Damus is aaefy worth anoth- 
er chance on this more aitabte jouni However, there was 
absckitaiy nothing wrong with VERSATTLITYS rut at Whcanton 
and she could be the one to beat 


FKaney (71 
TDasconbe B 
XAtzpuu PI 
V Staftwy 
.P Holley 
RGreane 
0 UcPhafl (5) B 


2 J0-RO CENSOR (181 S LJnwtyn 6 n 0 
« 00=00(1 DANKATE (26l J M Bradey 5 It 0 

5 CV630 REFLECTING (210) A James t) n 0 

6 0- SAWLAJAN (USA) (F91 T WaEOn 8 ft 0 

7 LW6CP- SEVBTN REEF (470) J H Bradey 8 T 0 

8 O' TOM aA»5ND (7791 L j-OO. 7 II 0 

9 P0 AUTUM ROUGE (106) Lfo. P ftjrdS tO 9 

tl 006 GREENACRES GODDESS (18) T Wal S TO & JR Kavenagh 
n 00 DANZIG FLYER (17)3 Baut ft4 0 8 Gary Lyons 

12 GOLDSTAR (F2S) PEccfes-: 10 0 D Byrne 

t? 0 GANDEGG GAVOTTE (24) D GerdcBo 4 ® 3 Sophie MtcheB 
Id MSS CH tOUfTA (FtSl J 3 Moore till . J Magee V 

15 OP MISS MUFFETT (171 l Barren 4 03 . WMarawn 

K. PTO 50 SYLPHIDE (37) m Uermn s O 3 M, J D Moore (7) 

- 16 declared - 

BETTING: 2-1 Allegiance. 3-1 Bonanza Peak. 5-1 Reflecting, 7-1 
Greenacres Goddess. 10-1 Severn Reef, 16-1 Censor, 20-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

Allegiance. Miss Chtqufta and REFLECTING are the ones 
K> concern rale or neia The tarter was the Pest ol these on 
toe level arid the second ol h& Urtcrrerer runs last summer 
stands out it an otrfefwise urmspmg contest 


4.20 


3.10 


VICTOR CHANDLER HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS F) £6,000 3m If 110yds 

1 iF555 RED BRANCH (46) JKrg tOllt) . WUaraton 

2 13JPT LAY n OFF (17) (D) JGOT«t)rl8 DLaahy 


RACING CHANNEL HANDICAP HUR- 
DLE (CLASS E) £4,000 added 2m If 

t 314512 BRAMBLES WAY (17) (D) (BF) F Jordan 13 ft « .J) Byrne 
2 -OPi F5 WHAT A FUSS (17) (CD BF) Mss H Krvyft 6 11 2 S Ke8y (5) 
i me&O SOLDIER UAK (82) ft 2 Mr S Strange (7) 

4 53P233 HtSAR (16) P FjEhsra 6 n 2 - - - - S Rjor 

5 WAYFARERS WAY (IS) (CD) NHertiPun 0ft t_JRIOmragh 

6 36PJ53 RANGER SLOANE (F5) (CO) G Fero 7 13 9 J Goldstein (3) 

7 E3PS2 FABULOUS MTOTO (18) (BF) M Usner 9 C 9 LHanrey 

8 012634 SAHHAR (17) BLea^yC 136 . W Worthington 

6 50645? STORM TIGER (10) S Meta 8 D6. .CWebb 

i> 4P.» ARCTIC THUNDER (USA) (IS) B FBing 8W6. .WMareton 
n &4ac- AtfiACE (370) (D) (BP) T Wai t* O I . . . .R Greene 
C F44U02 FLAHfVKFIRST(5)(D)RjPnce5O0. . . J Mogfortl (7) 
t 3 P4500 EAGLE CANYON (43) S BtockshawStlO J( Abpunj (3) 

-13 declared - 

Ucumm HTOrt- 1 OK 7rte handicap iragNs. FJaftaw's Fma 9s: I3&. Eegle 
Careen 9a 4to 

BETTING: 5-1 Ranger Skxine. 11-2 Sahhar. 7-1 What A Fuss. Fabulous 
Mtoto. Flahive's First 8-1 Brambles Way. Wayfarers Way, 10-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

WHAT A FUSS may be capable of reuarang fast months Lud- 
low term with Sahhar ft ndden with more restraint. There e 
dearly a race n Fabulous Mtoto. who must be feared despite 
a 5to ree i» hs good second on tost goaig ai FontweJ last 
m<3nih. whle Soldier Mak £ wpb handcapped and is of some 
rrteresT. given he goes wel fresh 


VICTOR CHANDLER HUNTER CHASE 
(CLASS H) £2,000 added 2m 

04-PW DALAMETRE (P20) (CD) M Evans tt E 7 . MrM Hants (5) 
41-40 AGAINST TIE AGENT (28) (BF)G Dares 9 CD-ifr A Wklb (3) 

6rUPP2 ANNS DISPLAY pe) M Pfflps 8 12 D „Mr N Wilson 

1TO BURKEAN MOODY fP328)M Darby 80 a JWDMmefl (7) 
3P4FM COSAFUA1R (P13) Mis W Syk» 9 12 0 . Nr R Burton p) 

4P2/PP EAU SO 5L0E (37) F Mathews BOO. ...JlrH Ephgraw (7) 

2PP-PP FATHER JACK (10) T Be 6 CO Mr G Bartoot-Saurt 

R-2KI GAY5UN (5) M Bddck 7 O 0_ -Mr J Ybung (7) 

043PP PRCEtMXX) GOLDING (f^ETTxmas CCu JSssE^nes (7) 
44+F5 WHTEGAIBIMLLfElRQ JS*nbb7O0_lBnS9wni]els(7) 

FI-531 FIYING MARIA (16) J S Papwcnh 8 11 9 Ur C Heard (7) 

P4P-PP STORMY W1TTCSS (P14) M Evans tin 9 MrGHanmerp) 
- 12 declared - 

BETTING: 10-11 AgainatThaAgaoL 138 Flying Marta. 7-1 Anns Dtaplay, 
18-1 Cora Fuafa 25-1 Whitagatea Wlffle. 50-1 olheis 

FORM VERDICT 

AGAINST THE AGENT has rtxi wel encugh n his poail-to- 
points mb year to bo regarded as a Brety wnrwr of a race 
ttfce this. Flying Maria, who threw sway har chance with a 
bad mstoke last tima is an obvious threat provided she does 
not repeal the lapsa Anna Display is expected to reverse 
last yearb running with Dale metre and give a good accomt 
ol herofert wide Whltegatee Willie wexid lake al toe beai- 
ng on his best 2m form tor Howard Johnson. 


5.25 


CONDITIONALS NOVICE HANDICAP 
HURDLE (E) £3,000 added 3m 2f 

1 P-4051 BE IN SPACE (Ifl) Mrs P Ford 8 if t) G Supple 

2 032205 PEMNYAHE1 (29) S BTOWShawB ft 5 NAbpwi 

3 331R21 AN0THSICHAIICST(211DGandDlfciBi15....MGrffliB«iY 

4 C04054 MEADOWS BOY (S71 BPalng 7 H4. . RMa&aey 

1-5660 BUSTS MATE (127) J PErtren 8 il 4 OMcPhafl 

0035 BBPHAT1C (15) Jft*iman4 ft 2 _S Kelly 

44=055 EASTDON GOLD DUST (18) R Bate* 6 OI3. .GShenUn (3) 

■4P0S6 QUICKSWOOD (W) C Saredl 6 0 0 F tatky (3) V 

0F3405 SeATWTH{7)P Bowen 3 06 J Magas 

■03538 HYDBMLLA (26) Mre T PicogtBi 9 04 JGekfafain 

06-000 SEEF(44) J King 5 DO- Etkjar Ryma (3) 

PF-OOP DERRtNG RUB8 (14) WsPFmlBIJO JMo^wd(3) 

-12 dedared- 

Mbtimum . 10a True herxBcap woghtc. See) 5a tab. Darong fiufersa Jfa 
BETTING: 3-1 Be In Space, 4-1 Another Chancer, 6-1 Meadow Boy, 7-1 
Rnaiyahei, Sea Terth, 10-1 Emphatic. Hydemma, 12-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

Sea Thrift ran wel as Newton Abbot a week ago and locks 
sure to give a good account but she is more exposed than 
MEADOWS BOY. who a wel handcapped with Be In Space 
on patentiaSy-msteadrig Ludkw form but more mportamfy 
gives the rapressksn he will mprove for this step up it top. 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

HYPERION 

7,00 Adulation 7.30 Samwar 8.00 Quezon 
City 8^0 Wtelville 9.00 Weet U There 9J30 Pride 
Of Brixton 


GOING: Standard. STALLS: inside 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low to rraddte best for 7f 

■ Ftorwand, teH-hand, oval course. 

■ Course Is N of town on A44EL Wfafver ha mpton station 1m. 
ADMISSION: CUD C6; TanersaQs £8 (£2 oH lor DAP members 
el Dtamond CUtU Restaurant package £1750 to C3555 nefod- 
Inq course entrance and meaL CAR PARK: Free 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: R HoltinaheBd 70-593 (HS*). N Lfttmod- 
en 53-393 (135%). M Johnston 47-&T8 (19%), P Evana 41 -»S B9%). 

■ LEADMG JOCKEYS: S Sanders 43-311 (&B%) Dean McKe- 
own 30-315 ftZ4%J, J Weaver 37-207 (TO) J Qubm 33443 (74S* 

■ FAVOURITES: 468-1554 (32.1%). 

TONGUE STRAP: Blcton Park. HlSnskl (TOO: hnad (MO): Wbflnfle 
Ron'a Pot (039. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Cape Hope (730): Season Of Hope 
(900); Dahfidya (9 30). Clalreswan (wsored. BOO) 


ft 60- STORM WEAVE (196) Mrs A Smites* 384 .. . N Day 11 
C 6- TIPSY (2061 1V Haggas 384 ... . JOusinS 

-ISdadared- 

BETTING: 4-7 Adulation. 11-2 Turtla. 7-t Mam»Saiv 8-1 Terrazzo. tO-1 
Tipsy. 14-1 Slonn Waaw, 25- 1 Nick's Choice, Teiecastsr. 33- 1 otftert 

FORM VERDICT 

Not rnud'i to go on. parloiarlv m lerma ol AW form Adula- 
tion and Turtle are toe p*e± on the book, but nenhw mspaes 
confidence atthe first attempt on the srefoeft and it tiw best 
sokiror may be a smaS rnereai at MAMA-SAN. who ran as 
though very much n need of toe eypensnee here last rrwnrh. 


7.30 


ELVIS CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS F) 
£3,000 added 5f 


lisa Hacked (7) 1 
CCaifln (7)4 B 
Dana O'NeD 7 V 
C league (3) 5 B 
J Fortune 2 V 


7.00 


ROCK'N’ROLL MAIDEN STAKES 

(CLASS D) £4,000 added 1m 100yds 

1 322S- ADULATION (J3D) (BF) P Chapffc-Hyant 5 9 W _HHavtln5 

2 -02000 BKJTONPARI((14)KCemertt«i59 to W JCFConrori 

3 BUAJMBratiey49 0. RP«e7 

4 00006 niMSXlMMUjaneato 590 Rleppm! 

5 23 TERIUZZO (USA] (14) J Rtz&raid * 9 n — J Fortune 8 

6 4 MAMA-SAN (26) N Cdbghan4 9 5. R FTmneh 12 

7 06- CLASSIC FTGHTEF (199) jSheenan 38 9 ACfark4 

8 MCKS CHOICE JU Bradey 3 8 9.. - 5Dmm9 

8 TEUECASTBt C Egertn 3 8 9 .... Sophie Mtchetl 8 

B 0330-0 TURTLE (9) M JohnsEr 3 B 0 JWeawilO 


1 KRYSTAL MAX (23HCDBRT Mb 69 C 

2 300331 DANDE TIMES (23) (D»Mvory494 

3 -M-tjj SAMWAR (19) MitN MacaJ^ 794 

4 0000-0 CAPE HOPE (12)5 4 9E . .. 

5 302003 UTTLE Ol) (CD) P Erens 8 B 12 

6 WC3 TROJAN GIRL (31) (CD) Mjtna&ljED I GMCLaugtdnB 

7 MOCC UARJOREROSE(l4](CD)aBraherito6a3 .SDmwie3B 
6 432340 LEGAL VENTURE (5) (D1 N LirBnxfcn 3 8 7 J Weaver 6 B 

'Bdecured- 

BETT1NG' 7-4 Tre)an Gut. 5-2 toysui Max. 4-1 Samwar. B-1 Utile Ibn. 
10-1 Legal Ventura. 14-t Dande Times. Marjorie Rosa. 33-1 Capa Hope 

FORM VERDICT 

Net many with reals’ >c enanen here and bank river ihe CAD 
she has done au hw wwnng over. TROJAN GIRL gets me 
nod over Krystal Ma* wr» was flisappraitwrg las i fane 


6 (3000- CHARMING ADMIRAL (J1?) Mrs A Swrtnr* 692 Ji Day 12 

7 OOTCr- IMAD (USA) (J29) K C-xnatnl 9 9 2. WJCTCannorS 
S OPOft' TTRMIZl (l^A) (579) Mr? nlvarcark 3 £ tO ..NCarfeiea 

9 EVE30 RUFO U4)(C) n L ttmoden 7 6 tl .JWemerllB 

10 35000- CHIKAL(JT8)BPairq4 56 TSprakSTD 

it «-tt:i MRS PICKLES (5) MLIsr* 481 . . -JQulm13 

V SZTf- LAKEDCVBNCH (203) (CD) k Ccrtrtrt til T?._ANfchofcp)4 
e SODSJ<[J100)J Pearces ? V - APaip)5 

-13 declared - 

Mhnmum *&gtt Itkl True handicap me^ht SWBft' 1 54b 

BETTING- A3 Quezon Dty. 4-1 Cotaridge. 5-1 Tune Can M Ewzio Rota. 
B-1 Amfantan. I mad. 14-1 ChikaL 16-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

Tf»s toote best W to QUEZON CfTY. who s expected to 
confirm last month's Souihvrefl platings with Coleridge and 
Time Can Tea. despite a turnaround in the wights. Lake 
Dominion is a likely torgshoL 


9.00 


BOOTLACE TIE SELUNG STAKES 
(CLASS G) £2,500 3YO 1m If 79yds 

1 SQE& HANNIBAL LAD (154) P Evans 9 2 J Fortune 4 

2 510026 WffiT U THERE (12) (C) fl Hoiieh&ad 9 2 .PM Quinn (7) 2 

3 -44520 BTLUCH0NG (12) P Haring 8 ft - — J&Jtml 

4 OOKM RICH DOMINION (12) J Beth* 8 ti .. . J Weaver 5 

5 500- SEASON OF HOPE (26J)D Camion 86 A Niehnfls £>) 3 B 

-Sdedand- 

BETTTNG: 5^ HanrfiBl Lad. 74 Weet U There, 7-2 Bllichang, 11-2 FHdi 
Dominion, 25-1 Season Of Hope 

FORM VERDICT 

TT* looks a good opportunity tar HANNIBAL LAD.afaxper- 
kxmer in this grade hant*es toe surface and can go wal freah 
Dual coiaM wtftoer Weat U Thore s the obvious altemativa 


9.30 


BILL HALEY HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£3.500 added 6f 


8.30 


8.00 


BLUE SUEDE SHOES HANDICAP 
(CLASS F) £3.000 added 2m 

f06W ANDAMAN(l4)DLLiT3vSflim5«iiO D Holland 2 

f-isC QUEZON cm iil|(DBfl rte J Camno 5 9 7 RCochranefi 
64314 TIME CAN TELL (33) * Judu& 5 96 N Caftan (5) 1 

■MO COLERIDGE (33) (D) J Sh&mn n 95 A Cfart. 3 B 

ifijj CIARESVWN(J33)(CO)N*T-W)touby79^ OwbOTWITV 


FIBRESAND HANDICAP (CLASS C) 
£9,000 added 1m 100yds 

t D5.1C WELVILLE (26)(D) PMatti 69 13 -..ACbifc2 

: OWO- ANOTHER TIME (J135)(D)S Woods 799 . .DanaOTtell 7 

J rt220 THEKHYAATT (16) (CDj M Jofaw * 9 4 _.D KoUand 6 

£ bWOT! SUA1JACH (9) (CD)? H*BhMdfi 91 — R Cochrane 1 

i- 5J6M! RAYIK (80) N Besyi 30 N Cartsie 3 

6 Ou-na SAGUARO(H)(CDBF)KLbigan58fl..PFtelnion8l715 

j rev-4t ROWS PET (14) (Q k Burre 4 B B JiCaBan(5)4V 

5 4$3Stt KING PRIAM (IS) (D) M Pagase « 8 8 R Price 8 B 

-Sdedued- 

BETT1NG- 7-2 Wefvifle. 4-i Raytk. 9-2 Thekryauti. King Priam, B-i Ron's 
Pet. 7-1 Suaftach. ID-1 Another Time, Segufato 

FORM VERDICT 

There may sh* be furrhur improvement io come Irom 
WELVILLE. who can gam compensation for he good effort 
m oelM! n tr« vaJuabfa Lirtaan Trial here lass month. King 
pnam and Saguaro may giv* nm most to do 


1 523W5 PRIDE OF BROfTON (44) (CO) ARadS OOJLIfchofc® 4 

2 642605 JOf* BOWDLER 6*JSfC (ID) (D) V Jairsttr 4 9 XJ.- 

R FjnPfflrtek (6) 6 

3 (COCO- R0CXT0 THET0P (227) J Sheehan 59 3 __ACIarkt3 

4 020533 IWES DOUBLE (12) (CD) Mtb N Maciiey 5 9 2 Jl Price 10 V 

$ -3«36 DAHUDYA (22) (C) (D) U Pdgtea 4 0 13 DHotndSB 

6 46000- ARCAME 5TM (187) B Bajgh 4 8 T7 . . T G UeLaugNki 3 

7 423022 KASS ALHAWA (10) (D) D Chapmen 6 9 C A Cttihene 9 

6 6D0G0 MOY(14) WBnd*xme4fl6 — „N CaBan (5) 11 

» 4M212 STOATS QUEST (14) (DJDArtulim 586.. SWhib«rth7V 

n OSSD3 SCMULATING SOUND (S) S Boamg 4 8 1 J Quinn 5 

11 MOO- CRACKER (171) A Saw 58 0~. „ RLeppfai2 

C OEOO- MAKE READY C03)J ftevtoS 7 Q .A Mackay 12 

O 450200 NOflUEPATW0r(14)RH*tshead47i2.-PMQiMin(7)1 
-13 declared - 

BETTING: 3-1 Kara Alban, 4-1 Strafs QuasL 92 Mike's Double, 7-1 
John Bfaedter Music, 8-1 DadUdya, Scttflating Sound. 12-1 otfiere 

FORM VERDICT 

Th3 is a less uon petitiw evert lhan JOHN BOWDLER MUSIC 
has. usuafy been running n on the AW and he may be able 
to concede the weghi to Strafs Quest and Dahlkfya. 



30/ RACING 


the independent 

Saturday 10 Aorii 1999 


Grand Natio 


ours and 


1 2-11FP SUNY BAY (23) lOyo list 131b 6 Bradley 12-1 

Owner: Uplands Bloodstock. Trainer: S Sherwood 
No grey has won the Grand National since Nicofaus Slwer h 1961 but this fefiow has gone ' ' '% 
ctoser titan most, finishing runner-up to Lord Gyliene and Earth Summrt n the last two run- ft 1 > ,K '— -■ A; 
rtiiga After a pramistog start the slerm. he fell when very lied n Ireland at Christmas and 
was outpaced in the Cheltenham Gold Cup last time Has an each-way chance. Pi ;>U 

Goings Distance/ Jumping*/ Rating «9 fe L ' : Ji D 


2 61-1F6 GENERAL WOLFE (42) (BF) lOyo tlst 1b N Wniiamson 14-1 

Owner The Wrmng Line Trainer. Miss Ntenefe Wifems. 

Usefii chaser. whose talented trains promises to be the next Jenny Pitman, and won " • 

the Peter Marsh Chase at Haydock over three mles on Ns seasonal debut However, he / • \ 

was tired when Jailing at the last fence and then faded to finish sixth on his two su&se- i I 
quentruns (both over 37? mies) and mght have stamrafrnitafem Needs soft^ /! ; \ 

Going;.; Distance;: Jumping Rating 143 L I 


3 1-12PQ EARTH SUMMIT (77) (CD) llyo list C Llewellyn B 16-1 Jg . 

Owner: The Summit Partnersfip Two. Trainer N Twiston-Davies. 

VWm last year's Grand National having won the Scottish National art Ayr in 1994 and the 
Welsh National at Chepstow r 1995: to form early to the season and. although he has i \ 

deappototed on his two most recent runs, it coJd be a mistake to write hm off -he was i \ 

well beaten to both his outings pm to winnrg last year. Best on heavy grouid ■ 1 £|||1 - I 
Going;' Distance/ Jumping*/ Rating 151 assail U 


4 3P-1PP COO ME HILL (105) 10yo mm S Wynne 25-1 

Owner A*s JH Derm Trainer W Demis. jg£» 

Wtoner ofthe 1996 Hemessy Cognac Gold Cup at Newbury but has had trairwg prob- fa?™/ * 
lemssince -he has had a soft palate operation and missed much of last season because frV V 
of heat in hs leg. He seemed back to form when wmng over three rrelas at Ascot m <Jb4j 

November bul has disappointed snce Could go well rf he stays this marathon distance. 

Going*/ Distance " Jumping/ Rating146 ® U 


5 2P-P4P CYBORGO (42) 9yo ICtet Tib C O’Dwyer B 50-1 

Owner County Stares Somerset HokJtogs Lid. Trainer: M Pipe riSr _ 

Formerly a high-class hurdler {won 1996 Stayers' Hurdfe at the Cheftenham Festival) and fa :“>* 

chaser but went lame to the 1998 Cheltenham Gold Cup and has baked a shadow of hts f) /V/| 
former self this season He often makes the running and, a thorough stayer and a sound f p ; ^ ■’ I- -j 
jumper, he would have every chance if he recovered his best form. /;/ 

Goings Distance*/ Jumping*/ Rating IS LI t 2 LL- 


6 3-2410 EUDIPE (42) (BF) 7yo lOst 10b A P McCoy 8-1 

Owner. D A Johnson TVaner. M Pipe. 

This talented youngster has run some good races tins season, finishing second to Tee- ' ' -^S 
ton MI in the Hermessy Cogtac Gold Cup at Newbury and fourth to Kend? 1 Cavalier in ( ;v- -a .j _ v. 


the welsh National at Chepstow before winning at Sandown. He dsappototed at Haydock j , ■ -L .. 
last time but stays and juries well and has soind prospects if he retuns to form. rS 

Going/ Distance*/ Jumping/ Rating 144 1 J ‘ - - 


7 12-114 DOUBLE THRILLER (23) 9yo 10s! 81b J Tczard 9-2 ^ . 

Owner: R C Wiktos. Trainer P Mchols. 

Tfe big, strong former turner chaser - he beat toe hgh-dass Teeton in that sphere . ' 
last season - scored impressive victories at Wncanton this term before finishrg a ds- j \ 
appointing 32 lengths fourth to See More Business to toe Cheltenham Gold Cup Is a i j [ 
short price for a horse who is unproven beyond 3’/.’ mites and can make mistakes. I I 

Going*/ Distance'’ Jumping Ratmgi55 LM I 


8 P-PF35 ADDINGTON BOY (23) tlyo IQst 71b A Maguire 8-1 

Owner Gott Foods Ltd. Trainer F Murphy 

A very smart performer for (fte late GontonRbharcbhw years aga but reportedy endured fa 

a trauTiatic accident at his stables and has not been the same since. Has nn a bit bet- J| < 
ter this season and was just behind Double Thrier when fifth m toe Cheltenham Gold iSj ' • j 
Cup last time and will go on toe grand, but s not sure to stay and can mate restates. fir. '• f 
Going/ Distance'.' Jumping - Rating 144 M il 


9 11 PP2P TAMARINDO (25) 6yo 10st 4b T J Murphy 66-1 

Owner O A Johnson Hainan M Pjpe 

Precocicws{priatoths years n* change the National wasforsewn-year-oldsarto upwards 
orVyJ French-bred who won his first two races over fences ctoprte being asked to tack- 
le Cheltenham's tough obstacles Disapponttog since, unproven beyond three mles and 
tends to jump to his left but would be an interesting outsider if returning to form. ffl‘ 
Going/ Distance Jumping' Ratingl49 


10 F-3222 RDDUNG THE FACTS (42) (BF) Syo lOst 3(b ...M A FrtzgeraW 9-1 ^ 

Owner Mrs E Roberts. Trainer N Henderson 

Very tough mare who has been a big-face bridesmaid this season, finshfog second to dSw A 
Kendal CavaBer in the 3 ? /»-mie Welsh National at Chepstow and runner-up to Young Kenny mm A n 
in the Greenalls Grand Natoial Trial at Haydock last time Stays very tvefl - and is etfec- W 
five in the mud - but is not the best oi jumpers and that has to be a major worry. M 
Going/ Distance/ Jumping.'.; Rating 142 M 


11 51-31P BARONET (21) 9yo 10st 2lb R Johnson 16-1 

Owner. Mrs David Thompson Trainer □ Nichotsoa r v . 

This gey stayer won the Scottish National over four miles and a furlong at Ayr last year ~ 
and looked better than ever when v/ming over toe same trfo at Cheltenham m Janus r* ^ 

However, he was never gcmg wefl and '.vas pufied up in the Mdlands Nations: bernd ^ 

Ybung Kenn>' and Call If A Bay at Uttaeter test time ano hs jumpr-g s far from fleer*- ^ fa' V; ^ 
Going/ Distance/ Jumptog.’ Rating 141 — ' £ — ^ .. 


12 2P4432 CALL IT A DAY (21) 9yo TOst - R Dunwoody 6-1 

Owner Mrs Jane Lane Trainer D Nicholson. 

Smart chaser who won the Whnbiead Gold Cup at Sanocwn las: season ar.d nss n--.- 
ner-t^ to Young Kenn\ r m the Mdands Natcnal eve' 4';. mles at Uttoxeter las! rme Sta;= 
and iurrtps viel and with dual National wmner Feshard Ou.™oody ion Wsst ~p <n :« 5 
and Mminehoma r 1994] si me sadcie he lacks toe cne they s'l harre to beat 
Going/ Distance/ Jumping/ Rating 156 - ^ 


13 1/3P-0 BELLS UFE (24) (C) 10yo lOst G lormey 6S-1 

Owner R Gfobs Trainer P Hobbs 

Lightly-raced sort who showed he handles these fences when w.nrvr-g ms Jsr. rush- 
es Chate over 2V. mites here m S9r Ns; baeSv .-^ndcapped cn ns best ten- - a-c 
sort to be up there deputing the lead to - the first cscurt - tut showed irfs 'On r.s sea- 
sonal debut and may be backpedalling at the business end cf the race 
Going/ Distance Jumping ✓ Rating 145 


14 5/3P-P AVRO ANSON (F15) tlyo tOsf A Dobbin 1G0-1 

Owner Axom. Trainer Mss J A Camacho 

TaB. but 5 i^htfy-butt son who was a too-ctess hurdler and 3 useful cte&r. tut k=s re^r 

jumping fluently when a wetl-besten axth m the t997 Grand National and has srrv.n 

tls since. Finished unplaced cn toe Flat - form feures are tor jumf tacas csiy - si - 

caster last week. No; sure to stay this d*stance either but vrf; retsn the decs'; grz-r-z ♦ BH ♦ 

Going/ Distance 'i Jumping Rating 142 ^ Hft 4 

15 1-215P KENDAL CAVAUER (63) 9yo TOst B Fenlon 20-1 

Owner Mchael Wingfield Rob y. Traner h 

Tcugh stayer who won the wash Nafcara! at Qiepstow las! December loearmg =: dc'.rc . ' •. 

The Facts by half a length) but was puted up cn hs tas: curng a ‘Jftoeter Stays ^ 

ly we? {he s best heavy ground) and jumps soundly, but carries Sib mere ;har. - ; . 
true ha no cap wesghf and Its best form stJ lea'.-es fin arth semetosig rc fire to -.vn frp 

Going/ Distance/ Jumpkq/ Rating 139 , ^ 

16 4-52P3 NAHTHEN LAD (25) 10yo TOst A Thornton B 14-1 

Owner J Shaw. Trainer Mrs J Pitman. 

Smart chaser cn hs day who finished third to Betty s Bov in toe National Hunt Chess s • 

toe Cheftertiam Fesfr.'al However, he tea at the Tito fence m last years ‘laoonai was ★ • , 
ertiy ninth to Lord G^llane in 1997. and cames 7lb more than hs true hanocap ft&riL ,★ ★. 

His trar.er has won JThs race twice - Corbere 11953! and Ftaya! Athlete ■ 1 335i * 

Going/ Distance.; Jumping Rating 143 __ ^ ^ 



★ ★ 
★ ' 

★ 

★ ★ 


17 1#40 MUDAHIM (42) l3yo lOst B Powell S 100-1 ^ 

Owner: Salvo (aarrui Trainer P H.3t£& 

Won toe 697 Insh Grand Naticnal at Fairyhouse when trained by Jenny Pirmac c ji v.as •' 
injured on he only outmg Iasi season and has appeared « dsefine on toto stars ‘z- rrc ^ _A_ ^ 
new' yard toe term. Stays Jnd jumps so^xfly and effective cn any -v ’ s re ^ 
ting any younger and has tough task, carrying 8!b mere than hs true handvaa msrn 

Goings Distances Jumping/ Rating HO - j _ 



THE AINTREE COURSE 

Valentine's 

Brook 

The twin of 
Becher's. but with 
far less impact. Only 
six have gone here 
in 1 5 years 


— Foinavon f 

One oF the smallest fences on the ‘f. 


5'0 ■ ® V6‘?' 




V. 

N 

Booth gb 

Open ditch 


course, but the cause of the pile-up 
that enabled Foinavon to win in 1967 


Becher's Brook 

It has proved impassable to 63 horses 
in 1 6 years, almost 25% of tellers 


— West head 

First of the ditches and. after 
Becher's and The Chair, the 
widest spread to clear. There 
have been 52 tellers here in the- 
last 1 6 years 





05'O- 






Methng Rd 0 


. Water jump 

1 5-foot.spread 




The Chair 

Higher and wider 
than any other jump, 
with a 6-foot wide 
ditch on take-off side. 
Jumped only once, 
yet has claimed 1 8 
horses in 1 6 years 


494-yard run-in from last 
fence to the winning post —I 


The Retd approach at such a 
pace on the first circuit that 
this obstacle has claimed 57 
casualties in 1 6 years, 
including seven in 1 995 




Form evict 
seasons ago 


Form from 
last Season 


-Ml is Si 

iill? 1 a 

S 5 s> ! ~ -is 

ill ?! 


1 CSPUFB/m 23-4560 RED RUM (26) (C) (D) (CD) (BF) 12yo 



ii -h i i n i 

Cli s &l I 5 Q ? * o 


18 6-22FF SAMLEE (103) (C) lOyo TOst - R Fanant B 40-1 

Owner. White Lion Psrmersrtp Trainer: P Hobbs 
Slow stayer who plodded on to finish third of six finishers to Earth Summrt n last year's 
National on heavy ground Finished second cl three finishers to same rival in the Beefi- 
er erase here in November but was pufied up behind Kendal CavgSer in the Welsh Nation- 
al last time. Not a fluent jumper, and must carry lOlb more his true handcap weight 

Going ✓ Distance/ Jumping Rating :35 


19 500541 BOBBYJO (24) 9yo lOst _...P Carberry 18-1 

• Owner Robert Burk“ Trainer: 7 Carberry (Iri) 

'Jsefii Irish chaser who wen toe fosh Grand National at Fairyfiouse last year and showed a a 

he is coming to hand when vwnnng over hurdles at Dawn Royal recently. Stays 37.- mies / / 

v.-#} and a sound {umper, hi could go MSB it he tests the extra distance, but has no more - - I 
than place claims cam.'n.g a stone more than his true handicap weight / / • l\ 

Going/ Distance Jumping/ Ratingi3b U\ !\ 


20 42U0-P BRAVE HIGHLANDER (38) tlyo lOst P Hide 66-1 

Owner S N J zmbneos Trainer: j Gifford 

bghtty raced over the yea's but won at Wncanton and Fcdtestone last season and was t.' 
gongvve'tirfiftnplace whenunsestmghisndennlastyeais National at toe Canal Turn jk /y & 
seccnc time rc-jna Disacpominq on hs only run this term 3t Chepstow and cames 161b I Lv / 
mere than frs t p ue hsntfca p we&rt Out irxghi fat /each the frame it he gets round j jW \ 
Going-./ Distance •/ Jumping Rating 123 *-J l V 


21 -16422 BLUE CHARM (28) SyO TGsi LWyer40-1 

Owner Mrs !>! C Lntts/. Trainer Mrs S Bracfourne j&tji 

= a sort. ;.~r. a: z.-.'jte 'but nor ?.sr :h* NaLon-rJ :ences; m Noi-emcsr and has run con- (£^5 / 

=-STE”T,y sr.ee cut - Kvond toree mites ard a furicng and cames I6fb more rjtiijri U 

fRSrt Sure han y-zag L<isly w: up with toe pace for toe first orcuil but odds- p 

pn to be sm. 3 Strg r tor final L 

Going -y Distance Jumping ✓ Rating tC5 tr ^ — Y 


Earth Summit 7-1 
Lord GyHene 16-1 
Rough Quest 7-1 
Royal Athlete 40-1 
Mfmnehoma 16-1 
Void race 
Party Pofitics 14-1 
Seagram 12-1 
Mr Frisk 16-1 
Little Polveir 28-1 
Rhyme W Reason 10-1 
Maori Venture 26-1 
West Tip 15-2 


S: Last Suspect 50r1 
4: Hallo Dandy 13-1 
3: Corbiere 13-1 
2: Grittar 7-1 
1: Aldaniti 10-1 
O: Ben Nevis 40-1 
9: Rubstic 25-1 . 

8: Lucrjs 14-1 . 

7: Red Rum 9-1 
6: Rag Trade- 14-1 
5: L’Escatgot 13-2 
4: Red Rum 11-1 
3: Red Rum 9-1 


27 2F2350 CAVALERO (21) (C) lOyo IQst «... S Cunan 50-1 

Owner H J Manners. Ttetner H Manners. 

Ex-hunter chaser - he won over 27' miles over these fences in that sphere last year - 
who has shown form ri hanrfcaps this season, However, he has falen this term, fated to 
stay when unplaced to the fi&flands National at Uttaxster last time out and needs the 
rrxjd Carrying 231b more than his true hancficap weight, he can be safely dscounted 
Going:. 1 Distance;;’ Jumping? Rating 129 


22 4S6F4 COMMERCIAL ARTiST (21) 13yo IQst T Jenks 300-1 

Owner. L A Trainer. D tJtoCan. 

Once us «!tf. tore ’.rearer, -.vf.c- ns: he? -• sort pal?.!? operation, is lightly-raced nowadays. 
0 2 ?sc \£rg*r ind re c - v :fvr fito. ->? 'raw?’ Drcduced Red Rum to van foe Grand Nation- 
3 1 recced mree iim-c r. the T?roc. out the chances of ths teflow, ivho carries I7fb more 
than hre tn,s ha.-.j:cap zuiirg Ginger back in the imefighr are remote. 

Going*/ Distance Jumping:. Rating 100 


23 -442C3 FRAZER ISLAND (25) %o lOst R Guest 100-1 _ 

Owner, ut 3 £ .iei=nd5r Trainer R Reeve 

vVas fourth, r Cvtz: *.Vre r Jvn Hughes Chase orer 2 mfes errer ihese fences 
■?.s; i'p'-r ard *=a g.,=n ico much :? oo when seventh m the Great Yorkshire Chase at 
CcrtcisJcirtJehJeiv j-tati last time, he is unprov&n beyond three mfles w 

srd a fijr'ena nsiakes an? carries TTfc more than his true hanrScap weight f I '- Ji'v - n 
Going j. ' Distance Jumping Rating 134 W ly, ; ~ yjj \ 

24 *33 STRONG CHAIRMAN (25) Syo IQst... R Thornton 66-1 

Owner K>” a w mouth Ud. Trainer. P NchoHs. 

Sg stoc'.g son from zr, eraeten ^rabi? v.hj finished 2 piomsng runner-up at Cheltenham 
or. hs seaspnai debut a*, j was returning from a lay-off when urplaced tn the Kim Mu 1 
Crase to: anatRjr rd?re 3 the Cheltenham FestvaL Stays, but makes rresiates needs 
seft ground ard must shaAfe* 1 9fc more than this true harafcap weght 
Going ■ Distance/ Jumping / Rating 123 

25 2Q24P6 MERRY PEOPLE (30) iiyo IQst - G Cotter 150-1 

Owner Kart Cswy Trainer J OueaJy (W) 

foconsstert tosn chase*, who has teen m poor form of lata His lumping is fluent but he t - 
B3jr slays three mass end must carry a gjgantic 21 fo more than hs true handicap weight / \ ■ - -J\ 
LSscargd in 'S75 was the Isa tsh-trarsd terse to wn the Grand National and the chances j-}- ■ . • 
cf {ha tetov emciatrtg that fo'raa: d^i ChPitenhant Gold Cip winner areslm j j\ ■ • V 

Going / Distance ' Ju mping / Rating 126 Li L .'•■-] u 

26 63<4-4 CAMELOT KNIGHT (28) i3yo KJst C Maude 150-1 ,zC‘i 

Owner r4tfofi Gates Trainer N Twisfon-Davies 
Rnened thsd to Lcfo Gyferre r the 1537 Grand National (when carrying 211b more than 
he true hardcao r.tefohti but is iigtrjy raced and m decline, finishing tailed off at Chep- 
stow on his only run (hs season. He stays ana jumps weft but canyng 22b more than 
his true wsoM today, s too fong -n to? locth to egam appear m Wssion Impossfole'. 

Going/ Distance/ Jumping/ Rating 100 


28 13-P40 CASTLE COIN (29) 7yo IQst A S Smith 200-1 

Owner J Howard Johnson. Trainer J Howard Johnson 
Wton at Cork and Sedgefield last season but has shown fittte form this tine arautd Acts 
on any going birt has yet to prove himseH beyond three mtes and a furiong and Ks jump- 
ing is suspect Carryng 29b more than his true handcap weight it wii be the biggest 
shock snce Foinavon (100-1) profited from the pie-up in 1967 if this one wins 
Going/ Distance: Jumping ' Rating 132 


29 4-PR041 CHOISTY (17) 9yo lOst RWidger 150-1 

Owner F J Samsbury. Trainer H Haynes. 

FeB at Becher's Brook first time round in 1351793/3 Grand National and out of form unti 
wiwig at Chepstow last time out Stays reafy wel but needs soft going, tends to mates 
mistakes and b set to carry a huge 30fb more than Ns true handcap wevJrL Now he 
has recaptued his km he should go on to win more races - but not this one. 
Going . Distance/ Jumping Rating 132 


30 -12P34 FEELS UKE GOLD (36) (BF) Hyo lOst B Harding 150-1 

Owner Independent Twine Manutactumg Co Ltd. Trainer N fichards 
Fair stayer who won at Kelso on his seasonal debut but has been inconsstsm sfoce. hfe 
best effort being when third to HoSy&ank Buck in the Bder Chase over four mies and a 
furlong af Newcastle Stays reafy wel but best in the mud and. with 301b more than Ns 
true handcap weight, would need a pile-up n order to even be plated. 

Going *: Dfetance^/ Jumping : Rating 1 is 


31 -P4P03 ST MELU0N FAIRWAY (32) iOyo lOst J Frost 150-1 

Owner St Melton Estates Ltd. Trainer M Pipe. 

Once useful chaser who plugged on dourfy to finish a remote fourth in last years Grand 
National on heavy ground Has ran moderate* this season finishing we« beaten a Exeter 
last time. Stays well but has a lot to da carryng 321b more than h® true handicap weraht 
and on good ground, is unttety to find only three m front of Nm at the firish this year. 
Going;: Distance/ Jumping/ Rating 109 




m 




32 WP430 BACK BAR (17) llyo Wst D Gallagher 300-1 

Owner F G WJson Trainer: D McCan. 

Another formerfy useful chaser who changed hands for just B500 guineas last May and 

,0 P 01 f^d Rums framer back on 
the tely. Vtfefl beaten on 3 n four starts ths ferni he only stays 3 '/. mites, needs softer 

going and carries 321b more than his true handcap vratfiL Do not back this horse. 

Going ' Distance Jumping Rat ingiag 

- 32 declared - 

Minimum wight: ,0sL True handicap weights: Kendal Cavalier 9sl m, NaWian 

“ “ ^ 9S> 4,k Bobb «° 9s( - w* * 

12 ib . Blue Cham, Bst Mb, Commercial Artist Sst uib, Frazer Island to 111 b, Strong 
Chairman 8s, 91b. Merry People Ssl 71b, Camelol Knigh, 8st 61b Ca valero at Sb 
Castie Com 7s, Mb. Choisty 7s, Mb. Fee/s L*e Go ,d 7s, Mb s, 7^ 
way 7st 101b. Back Bar 7s t m. 

BETTING: 9-2 Double Thriller, 6-1 Call It A Dau r i ** « r- 
9-1 Fiddling The Facts, 12-1 Suny Bay, 14-1 Genera, Wolfe Cthe^Ud 1W 
Baronet, Earth Summit, 18-1 Bobby|o, 20-1 Kendai Cavalier 25-1 Co^ H^I 
40-1 Blue Charm, Samlee, 50-1 Cavalero, Cyborgo 66-1 Bell, i aw ^ J h ‘ 
lander, Strong Chairman, Tamarindo ,00 1 a™ . 

Mudahim, 150-1 Camelot Knight. Choisty Feels L v e rT,' " 

1998: Earth Summit 10 10 5 C LieweHyn M lev (N TvV)5ton Davjes) ^ ^ 

Complied by ton Davies 
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RACING/31 


Boy can 
complete 


man’s job 


rrs A FRIGHTENING race the 
Grand National. Daunting for 
horse and jockey, worrying for 
bookmakers for whom this is 

the biggest single pay day of the 
year 

Trepidation is most keenly 
felt though by the organisers 
who seek to shepherd the event 
away from controversy. They 
could carpet this part of Mer- 
seyside in mattresses, but you 
can never get away from the 
feet that this is a race of peril. 
It is what makes the race cap- 
tivating, the most stirring as 
well as the most valuable jump- 
ing race on the globe. 

The soothing suggestion for 
the executive, however; is that 
the 152nd running of the Grand 
National may transpire to be 
one of the safest marathons 
ever conducted. 

The field has dwindled to the 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 

Nap: Addington Boy 
(AIntree 3.45) 

NB: Shankar 
(AIntree 1.45) 

manageable proportions of 32 
horses and they will compete 
over terrain conducive to pre- 
serving their good health. After 
a dry night on the Lancashire 
coast the going was amended to 
good (with good to soft patch- 
es). That means the competitors 
will not have to pick their way 
through a quagmire. Neither 
will they be bouncing along on 
dangerously firm ground. It all 
looks rather promising. 

The National is forever a 
race for drama, and the only 
surprise is that Lassie is yet to 
win it. The result which 
scr eams out for the romantics 
today is success for Nahthen 
Lad and, more pertinently suc- 
cess for Jenny Pitman. 

The Grand National does 
not usually start until Jenny ar- 
rives, but they will have to 
think of a way to crank the 



by Richard Edmondson 
R acing Correspondent 

meeting alive next year. Mrs FJ 
QBE, retires at the end of the 
season, taking with her the 
memories of Corbiere and 
Royal Athlete scooting victori- 
ously around these lanes. 

Fbrests may be quivering as 
Nahthen Lad is by no means a 
social runner. There is a chance 
his trainer's name will, once 
again, be splashed at either end 
of the newspapers, magazines 
and pull-outs. 

The jockey with the most no- 
table pedigree in the race is 
Richard Dunwoody a winner on 
both West Tip and MKimehoma. 
National Hunt racing’s most 
prolific rider has selected Call 
.It A Day as his transportation 
today, and. again, this is not a 
name to throw away if it is print- 
ed on your sweep ticket The 
nine-year- old exhibits his best 
only when the daffodils are out 
and there was much to like 
about his latest effort behind 
Young Kenny in the Midlands 
Grand National at Uttoxeter. 

The most worried horse 
must be fiddling The Facts. 
The only mare goes into the 
race on the back of a turbulent 
recent record for her trainer, 
Nicky Henderson. Tbe last 
three of her National prede- 
cessors to emerge from Seven 
Barrows have all capitulated at 
the first fence. 

- Fiddlin g The Pacts is a reli- 
able consideration to carry her 
favour a bit further than that, 
but the drying ground is going 
against this steadiest of mares. 
A s imilar remark applies to 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
■1. ADDINGTON BOY 

2 . Double Thriller 
S. Can tt A Day 
4. Nahthen Lad 
Best longahot: Bells Life . 


AINTREE 


HYPERION 


1.45 ROAD RACER (nap) 

2.20 Green Green Desert (nb) 
2.55 Istabraq 


3.45 Coome Hill 
435 Extra Stout 
5.15 Golden Alpha 


DOING: National & Hurdes - Good (Good to Soft In ptaeas); Murray track - Good. 

■ Two left-hand co u rs e s. Grand National circuit is 2 mtes and triangular with a run-in 
of aimost 600yda Atesshre spruce and Hr fences. sereral with a steep dop on the land- 
ing side. MBdmay chut e i 7. rates round with c on ven tio nal 'park' fences. 

M Colts s is NE of city hn from the M 57 on the A5B Station (served by Liverpool 
Urns St) adjoins couse. ADMISSION: Tekats lor al stands £85; fetteraate E20; Sfeepfe- 
chase epefastre CT (accompanied chtidran free). Check tor ticket avaflsMty. COURSE 
CAR PARKS: SoU cut (Free park ft rids service). 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: N Pipe 16-100 (Wfe). D Ntahotootl &68 (22.1%), N TWtaton- 
Davies S-62 (145%), J Howard Johnson B-27 (222%), T Easterly 5-18 (278%). 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 16-55 (32.7%). A Dobbin 9-31 (29%), N WBIIanv- 
son 6-59 (136%). R GantBy 6-28 (2U%), P Carbeny 6-28 (2W%)). 

■ FAVOURITES: 78-W6 (336%). 

TONGUE STRAP: BeUator (1A5J; Cumbrian Challenge (22Q: French Holly (255); 
Cyborgo, Castle Coin, St Menton Fairway (345); Chasing The Bride, Extra Stout 

(435). • 

BUNKERED FIRST THIE: Dr Jan (145). 

PTakI cordon BLEU HANDICAP HURDLE 1-1-MI 

1 *^°1 (B) £30,000 added 2m 110yds £39,828 UiilU 

1 -25540 BaiATOfl (25) (CO) (Pato ikhatfcnn) Lfcs V VMfams G ti W MW — o n 

Mat* tifartBfdydw died w 

S 41033 TOTO TOSCATO (FHJ (23) (D) (its H J Carte) DMctiobraS ti 9 RJohnson 

Uk* anti whte stripm. ameratf green and uMto argmt stows 

3 4211-6 FATAUSTE (FR) (44) (CD) (Tffivor ParthQ] M Pipe 5 11 1 AMop*» 

dttkt^^UiBdamnlBnddBnBndmCBp 

4 3U400 SHANKAR (23) (CJJ) (Hamdonal Plywood PH D McMbcnSSG RThomton 

■rife. maroon hoops, chevrons on deem 

5 3WB0 GATRAX (24) (D) p JOri HcAwcod) A TimMI 7 tt 8 ADottti 

kght Mrs sod grey aripoe. Ight Uue deans; hooped cap 

6 12FW0 wutm. (ISA) (56) (D) (M Chawueti) M Rtm»i7 1)8 : L Corcoran (7) 

bbck,pk#eptxJOx. faVsddeew's.arfaoricap . 

7 1-2503 FADALKD (FR) (24) (fabart Ogfen) P Mchcte 6 10 4 ROumnody 

mauve and p*k check, mbsws 

8 -02CP1 RQADRACER (14) (D) [Ffeer Garnett) P R Wfcbber 6 D 2 JAMcCarthyV 

Jjgfe bom noop, &* bkm a** cuts and esp 

9 2IPB3 DR JAZZ (HZ) (28) (BF) (FA Deal) U Pipe 7 1) 1 — ; A P McCoy B 

ifaAItoRjBflwairabaftaiflrarrit^rt^rap 


(MbkAjafewc 

iCASHnujjtoK 


301433 BieKCASH (10) (CD) (DR James) PBctwi 6 ttO I .TJIksphy 

2IQ20 PBIFECT VSAfE ps) PS {Uwtin Partnaahp) H Honobrson S « □ — UARzgMfef 
(Knob, UBckdbc, faked iIbbisa bbek cap 

ones WIIBOFTWW^CTmyDIB^CM^wa-. DGsflagber 

200000 KHAIRABAR (^^(j'pSwS^TteSIa^) 5 * 0 FMBony 

aoerak/firaao and oan^teopetl ante cap 


21020 PERFECT VBME( 


ones ionqof 


F II Barry 


BETTWG: 7-2 Dr J«zr, 11-3 Fedafto, Tbto Ttoacato, 7-1 Sofekx; 1W Rosd Racs, 11-1 Gdto. 
12-1 Hawaca^i. Pofed Vnua, Stadte 14-1 FMDM8, WakwL 25-1 Khakabar, 33-1 King 01 
Tltiavw . 

see Befefar 5 n 8 B Fatten 94 (G Baking) 5 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

BsUtor: Agafa wBh a tongue strap after die Champion Hunte (tarnd Mb aha- going 
wal) but uwely to defy top weghl on Ms ground alter hb win fa the race « months 
ago in the soft 

TbtoTwada Best recent ritart In County Hutfc when 3rd to Sr TMbol and Daccwga 
May find tndayfc fester surface canting against him (el wins in soft) and stiff task Hath 
hat 963 

FttaBs&c Gama front runner who won novfca here last yoac Rooted since snaaona 
tftenpt (stiff task when Bth to Gray Shot) and chances with hb abflty to act on gaud 
Shankar: FtevwrierofthisracewidharnperedwhenTihtoDQcojpegBin'fcteTVo- 
phy at Newbray. TOy stiff to* " County Huda when a toWangth 12th to Sir KtUot 

GaBtec^^yprSese fcom N IMston-lteiBa Stable. Cradtable 3rd to Katiryife PN 
at Doncaster and thisliip mora to math altar a poor showing Khayrawav at 

Cheltanham (2m9q. Stable ^addy reluming to farm 

Wfcfcsefc Acts on test grouid and ratted off haMrick sadfer In Ihe season, ltohora 
strap dspeneed with aifer 'fete Ttophy St Newtury (B8i behrd Deccwpage) 
FadalBKConthues to be* more ofa chaser and reverb to a shorter trip afwrts fins 
HhBKhayiwariKChdleiilwnpmS^Shap'ooursetar.lroriibefcigklBal 

RoadftocenPrantergiaMeeaaonWpuliKJipaCheitenhamFaslivilLMutfibel- 

terrixjwfeg at Nawtjurywhen bo Maalrtt kia viaor {earns daarof Meter Rm). Shoitid 
sctWwtWBcourwandgraundamacklnhbtaw 
Dr Ja^ ftoftrife mi tang ligN efen Srd to Regency R*b at Sandown (sofl) and 
now triad Itehoed. Earier 2nd to TTia Ry a NawSury wifli Pprfert item* pbbetter) 

3 leralhs back. May* better onlhteJaster ground on a sharper cfcrta 

KlnneBcailKLBe&lhSCOuraandbetfttjNattBeq^winmrCaiterheranND- 

verrin: Closely raefchedwith Pwteet Vsnueon NewtiiryAn*«'iMhW ftcartoand 
good 3rd al Ascot last time tjartid TVratean Dream and Shedann 
Pmftwt1toiue:FteC8ynov*aand5iengflisotearolKhriBecarfiwhenand1oflicar- 
do al Newbury. Stem Mb a CheftBnham Iasi time when 8th to Hors La Ld A Chance* 

■ )u*4fc t3utof«oi/ili 

King Of^ TWeves: Baatlhiancy at Rjrtael in Deoerhber but pfed up then rwd nma 
8b out ofhanrieap and prefare softer pouid _ , „ . , 

Khrittean Rairytiwsa wimar ki EW and Ittla promise stece a 2nd at Cora. ruSsa 
i 4 >.te.GtenlvW.tiKlejBt theftdura O monflB pg» Wal bee*en «h h Puncnesiown 
handbNQ testtnw 

VERDICTi There sftoild ta pterty cl peca ra wlft Mar* Rpte pak ft- Ja» and 
FATAUSTEritheWclOrtobonafasteraulace^ioldhgipalSandcr^arld 

thsftet«ra bHmra may also heplw causa Ftetete proved hhweif on thejradttt 

rnqnihs ego after Wtieeay-Ktimptah win and toolalo haw been tranBd far the race. 

Road Racer Med to act at Cheltenham but ratmed to hta best at Newtuy when 
tn*d h a vieot He loves a Ba! come end the fasteh cro^rfa aftotds hm anottef ax- 
celort charm. Nnmceaah to Sara to run anuher sound race on 
Ks style; and there*** Parteoi Vanoa eanrw be ruled ore with Ms teamer vreiBhL 




, kfajiVf 

4P fV 1 -P- 


Soap star; Doable Thriller causes a splash after a workout at his Somerset stables and is the short-priced favourite for today’s Grand National 


Eduicmf Whitaker 


Earth Summit, the reigning 
champ ion, and Kendal Cavalier 
The latter is another possible 
storybook theme as his trainer, 
Nigel Hawke, won this contest 
in a different life when guiding 
borne Seagram in 1991. 

While Bells Life, who has 
won over these fences and just 
creeps into the handicap prop- 
er, stands out as the best out- 
sider the race to ferret out our 
winner is the Cheltenham Gold 
Cup. It has been a rather futile 
exercise in the past selecting a 
horse from the Blue Riband to 
win a National as the Gold Cup 
is such a debilitating contest 


that the winner, at least, never 
seems to be the same horse 
again, nevermind reaching an- 
other peak in a matter of weeks. 

There should, however still 
be some stuffing in Double 
Thriller and Addington Boy, 
who finished fourth and fifth re- 
spectively behind See More 
Business at the foot of Cieeve 
HilL The latter has recaptured 
some of his former excellence 
since being recruited by Ferdy 
Murphy's Middieham yard this 
season, and will be a major ben- 
eficiary of the drying ground. 

The 1 1 -year-old has run just 
four times this campaign and. 


GREG WOOD 

1. ADDINGTON BOY 

2. Earth Summit 

3. Call HA Day 

4. Eudipe 

Best longahot: Avro Anson 


HYPERION 

1. COOME HILL 

2. Call H A Day 

3. Eudipe 

4. Baronet 

Best longs hot Bells Life 


like Double Thriller, who has 
one fewer outing in his logbook, 
has had the National on bis 
agenda for some time. Double 
Thriller himself is such a huge 
and intimidating horse that it is 
almost possible to feel sorry for 
the great spruce mounds he will 
crash through. Almost 

What hurts most about Dou- 
ble Thriller thougb is his price. 
Because of liabilities running on 
from the Lincoln he is down to 
as short as 7-2 with William Hill 
which would be laughable were 
the mission he was being sent 
on not so daunting. 

The former hunter will 
doubtlessly be near the head of 
what should be a rather swollen 
field swarming back from the 
deadly fields of LiverpooL He 
may not though, be the out- 
rider. That honour should be- 
long to a horse with a juvenile 
name fora man’s task. Take the 
value and go with ADDING- 
TON BOY (nap 3.45). 


Road Racer for a flyer 


THE WORD “soft" features in 
the official going description at 
AIntree today, but even televi- 
sion viewers could hear the 
hooves rattling during yester- 
day's racing, and a surprising 
number of runners managed to 
get round In the John Hughes 
Chase. The lesson seemed to be 
that unless a deluge arrived 
overnight, the ground today 
will be good, at worst 

This means that it is even 
more unlikely that Istabraq 
(2.55) will be beaten in the Ain- 
tree Hurdle, in which be suf- 
fered only the second defeat of 
his hurdling career 12 months 
ago. The ground that day was 
more liquid than solid, and 
Tony McCoy somehow hauled 
Pridwell to the front a few 
strides from home. 


by Greg Wood 

There is no Pridwell this 
year, and while Stretarez, a 
Group winnw on the Flat but 
unraced over hurdles, is a in- 
teresting recruit he could hard- 
ly start with a more difficult 
assignment Istabraq will start 
at short odds, but racegoers can 
at least profit spiritually from 
the chance to see one of the 
finest hurdlers since the War. 

Financial benefits should by 
then have been garnered from 
the opening races. In the hand- 
icap hurdle, TbtoToscato will be 
popular after his third in Chel- 
tenham’s County Hurdle, but 
there is also much to like about 
ROAD RACER (nap 1.45). 

He was a disappointment at 
Cheltenham, pulled up when 


tailed off in the same race, but 
was rejuvenated by a visor on 
fast ground at Newbury two 
weete ago. If the headgear has 
a similar effect today, he is a 
sporting 8-1 chance to beat 12 
rivals, including Dr Jazz, who 
looks too short a price. 

The interesting names in 
the two-mile handicap chase 
are Green Green Desert, who 
was a rogue on the Flat, and 
Edehveis Du Moulin. Green 
Green Desert ran fourth in the 
Champion Chase at Chel- 
tenham but often does weU, 
without winning. Edehveis Du 
Moulin (next best 2^0). though, 
isa winner and proved it by tak- 
ing the last race here yesterday. 

BETTING 2^5: TOW: 4-6 Istabraq. 7-2 
Ranch Holy. 7-1 Deane's Beena i2-i Mis- 
ter Morose. Stremres. 20-1 Juyush. 33-1 Md- 
night Legend 


o on I RED RUM LIMITED HANDICAP CHASE |-]-7 aZ| 
(Grade 2) (A) £45,000 added 2m £26,775 UiZHM 

1 -0236 CELIBATE (24) (D) (Stamfcxd Bridge Ftonnertfa) C Mam BCG- _. RDunwoody 

grpy and orange fauarBrat). orange sfesws. <irr* 5**? cap 

2 -2TW GREEN GREB4DESSTT (34) (D) (Mrs Angela TTreSowl) P Mehob 8 120. .JTTzzati 

pnlr and btacA ct npas. ffafrofr on Asm 

3 34KB CUUEffUAN CHALLENGE (24) (D) (Cintron hdu&tnak? T EasKrtty * ti 5 . L Wyer 

rayaf titie. )efimr sac wtm steem. royal bfce can. ye*w am 

4 -QSO RYING INSTRUCTOR (23) (0) (Mrs John Wetter) P fl Vtfabber 3 11 5 J A McCarthy 

wfte gfaen riaaws and coHk cb/etcsp 

5 6/230- ARCTIC KMSMAN (448) (CO) (Mrs R E Hantro) J 0(fl T1 71 0. .. T J lilirptiy 

teA tte and gmn dbrnm/s. dal Uj? denes. grBen armbe and cao 

6 1M2-31 EDELWBS DU UOULlN (1) (C) (D) 1R Ogden) Uss V Wfeams 7 10 13 A P McCoy 

name and {A* check. shtesJeetos 

7 B1M4 THE OUTBACK WAV (DP) (The WimngLral kites VVWare 90 7.. .NWWamson 

Htue. Black saems. iirfM and jmSnvhtfVKf denes, ivftwi sip 

B 4S1-1 SBKXBCSK (12IQ (D) (Qvfc & Amro Ctonas) J Bary 7 07 BPouwa 

myH bhm. red tnpto cfermnd tit* A mho tfatoto in steews t** op. red atomond 

9 12104 TOM BflOUE (51) (CD) (Us M W BrJ) J H Jctnson 9 07 ADotafatai 

ptfpte and wtnh fhafced). pur&e Ueevec. mfed esp 
-9 doctored - 

BETTING: 7-2 Edahnis Du Moulin, 4-1 Green Green Desert, 9-2 Cetbata, 13-2 Flying Instructor, 
The OtSbacfc Way, 8-1 Cumbrian Chatianga, 10-1 Smolensk, 14-1 others 
096: Jaffal 8 C 0 C ODwyer 3-1 |A L Moore (Ml) 5 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

CaJRrata: Genuine and consistent chaser tftougri probably just below top-class, ran 
up to his bes) tarm to finnh fifth, beaten TO lengths by Cal Eqjname r the 2m Queen 
Mother Ch a mpion Chase at Chetenham (good) Last month 
Green Green Deceit: Talented hWHiter wiiooe resolution has been questioned but 
has thrived since early season change of stables FtoWs CeBw*? and Cumfanan Chal- 
lenge on surprise (40-1) 0 lengths tourth to Cal Equreme n Queen Mother 
Cumbrian Chatenge: 7b better oH with Oeen Green Desen tor O lengths margin 
when dstant wxth n Queen Mothec Sound Jumper but runs best at Wetiiertiy 
Hying Inatni a ci r 4b higher don whan just beaten tn this race bet yearn heavy grourri 
Has won two handbaps the term and holds Ceftaie on Wctor Chandler runnaig, though 
dbappoaung n Grand Annual handcap (2m good) at Festival 
Arctic Kfaemen: Ughtiy-raced Ivgh-cfass chaser who won the race three years ago 
lor Mgal TWaon-Davles. Looks on a very tar mark but is N-aty to need the nai 
Frinkwnte Du Moudn: Han wal for new trainer when third ri the Caihcan at CJielienh am 
(2m 5L good) on seasonal reappearance and totowed 143 Impressively over 3mi 1 here 
yesterday. Not to be ruled out despite marked drop in ristance 
The Outback Way: Rnehed South in the John Hughes Chase over the Mai »jnai tenets 
here yestenfay and seemed to have a hard race 

Smolensk: Rteen 12b sbee rrynesctve wn In handicap debut a Doncaster (2m. goodi 
last December: though stfl 916 out ol handicap here and (feety to need nn 
Tom Braces: Won a 3m handcap a wetherby Last November but has looked out of 
term last two runs, inducting when 18 lengths tourth to Dantes Cavaier at Sandown 
(2m, good) back in Febrrary 

VERDICT Green Green Desert finshed ahead oi Celibate and Cumbrian Chal- 
lenge in the Queen Mother a Cheltenham, and there seems no reason why he shodd 
not do so agate, akhough heal ma y not b e goo d enough to concede weight 10 more 
progressive rtvafc today. FLYING INSTRUCTOR very nearly won tte race Iasi year 
and, 8 hie poor run at Cheltenham b cfiscounred. Is worth another chance 

19 eel AINTREE HURDLE (Grade 1) (CLASS A) |-I±7 bVI 
g>33 E80.000 added 2m 4f £47,600 UaNil 

1 11-20 DEAWS (23) (BF) (Ann) M Pp* 7 T1 7 . . APMcCoy 

dart Soa wftto sieeies, dar* bix t&nrnk. whte cap, dark Okie Hamcrth 

2 -P2B3 HtBCH HOLLY (USA) (25) |D) (K Ftaod ) F Muphy 6 ti 7 . A Thornton 

CbrtMje. maroon armlec 

3 -Itffl ISIARWOra(D)(JPMrtteriJS)APOBran(lrg7fl7.. . . CFSwan 

siraida green and mange toepot urine cap 

i 40-05 JimiSH (IBA) (23)(D) (WE SMI JOB 7 117 TJ Murphy 

daUr Mas and urite cheat, dai blue Hemes, elite cgp. dart star 

5 I33G0 MIDNIGHT LEO® (25) (C) (Us H J Ctafte) D NRhcfeat B T 7 . _R Jonroon 

bhckmdmhhBmpes. emmUgmen and whiesaiped stseuK 
G (11UU4 ULSTBl MOROSE (25) (D) (Ita J Mould) H Tman-Da«s 9 ti 7 C Uenettyn 

m^gnen.vemme.eaaaUgmncap.wtW!ar 
7 STTffiTAREZ (FR) (P29S) (The Wmng Line) Nfaa V WfeTC 6 TI 7 . . NWBamson 

write bbc* mums, ehte and dart grai hBfcetJ sfccves. wtowcap 

STUNG: 44 teabraq, 7-2 French Hoity, 7-1 Dmi»' 8 Beene, 12-1 Miter Moroee. Smurei 30-1 

Jnyialj, 35-1 HkMgfa Legend 

S98: PrtteBl 8 h 7 A P McCoy 6-1 IM Pfae) 6 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

□ram's Bum: "faugh ironHurrtng stayer, catered dose home by Princehti « *sca 
betora ea^ wte A Haydodt Again ted in Stayers' Hwdte al Chefeenham but dropped 
on dowrhti run and finished only 9th to Anzum. Couse should sut hs style 
French Hofly: ImpmSiavo Chetonhom Festival (an51) wnoer last year and twr« tear 
m by btabrffi) ow 2m thfa term, by 1 length at Leopardstewn and by 6 lengths to 
Champion Hurde (lad throe out unti next). Greatly sifted by this longer Dip and b fit- 
ted with a tongue Strap today 

Istabraq: Rolnhed he, Champon Huxie own with a tine tun foot 10 bo# The>- 
atreworU and French Holy. Suffered only rewrae In last 16 obits h this race last year 
When beaten a head by Pridwel to very testing ground (ted laa. headed near me) 
FoLT-ttrao winner omr (he trip 

Juyush: Ran eel id second last when 5th to Anzum In Stayers' Huxte Won al Ascot 
(2m40 on reappearance and then 6-length 3rd to Mstorghi Legend ai Sandown <2ml 
Meets tint winner on 15b terms and now over opnmum mp 
Wckaght Legend: Ctassy ftatracer who had weights n his tovcur when a nanwnm- 
ner from Mater Bevded (Juyush 3rd and Ub better) over 2m cd Sandown. Fro 2nd 
to Gray Shot non time but 31 lengths behind Isubraq In Chaninxi Murttie. Intercsl- 
Ingaf lengerm on right grocmd 

Mister Morose: Proning chaser aatiy In reason and first run since Chnstmas when 

he reverted to hutles hlhe Chsrapton, SOyng on weB n 4th 7 tenglhs bahnd tetebrag 

Winner oust this trip at Chepstow 

Stre taies. Wcmg stayer n Groip company on Flat In Franca Abo wtn the Omortoe 
Stakes on feel goundal Chester (beat Pafio Sky and Memorise) on first start toe tene- 
ria WKema Bou^it chktiiy tor lutftng and has his right ground 
VERDICT: Had ISTABRAQ won the race bat year instead ol the head defeat Ns 
winning sequence wouu be ip to it The pant wfl be- inr less testing nadav and. 
uNkei2montliBagplher3ceshajldberunaatruepacewflhDaano‘sBe«ioC>laz- 
irg Ihe tral Rwich Holly has hes needed longer trp and the filling ol a longue sirs p 
may also matt a deference tout Iho is hartfy his Ideal course. 


o ac \ GRAND NATIONAL HANDICAP CHASE B.1.UI 
(Grade 3) (CLASS A) £420,000 added 4m 4f Udfll 
Penalty Value £242.600 (See facing page) 

A qcJ MARTELL RESERVE NOVICE HUNTER CHASE (CLASS 
B) £12,500 added 3m II Penalty Value £8,538 

1 2-1 rtl CHASING THE BRIDE (7) (Ms Susan Hooper) J Outosee 6 120 .. ..m»AG05d*n 

? P53I5 OROMOREDHEAM(25)(Ms,iMNewte]MisJNB»inOC.'0 . ^ . doubtful 

3 K2C DRV HILL LAD (21) (Dmd bbocom D Mason 8C0 .. ... . HrNKert 

r C-2n EXTRA STOUT (29) (D) (Ms Perae Itedoani A J Martin (kl] 7 12 0 — » A Martin 

5 3TO-3 (FA’S FHLCW (P7) (B Frnce) 0 Pmce Ti 12 0 ..MraCFffld 

6 Jn^iD MAKUT DOO (P7) (BF) (R G Uakn) H G ttelw 9 C 0 UrCUtdhd 

7 225-P3 OVER THE WAY (15) lAten G Bel) B iktkhd 9 12 0 - .. . Mr T Davidson 

B UF -fin RAW CRAZY (18)10 JCarwiO Carer 8 12 0 Mr J Young 

9 CI V NGTHERTARA (23) if-octerel CkHmg Raong) Ifts D Gnswl C 11 9 ....HrC Vigors 

-9dodared- 

BETTTNG: 15-fl Erin Stout 3-1 Chasing The Bntie. 4-1 Mtoan' Doa 5-1 Nethertara. HM Dry Hill 
Lad. 16-1 Itt's Fallow 33-1 others 

1896 Mannas Boy 7 v 6 Ift S flobnsoi (7) 7-r fay (D Robreoni 10 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Chasing Tim Bride: Wterwig poaiter who was very a short price to vnn -J -runnei event 
ai Lniiewrdsof Iasi w*ev and dbiged bv a length Making debut inter rules 
Drotnore Dream: Made prarhang steeplechase debut to be 20 lengths 3rd to 
Trade Depute s Sedgefeto 13m 31 good \o soft) Iasi month but mSkety to run 
Dry HIB Lad: Modest pieirer tocJced to have race at hs mercy on hunter chase debut 
at Market Rasen I3mi L scrtti Iasi month but wed dramaocaty lo be caught close home 
Extra Stout: Fel on hs hnu« chase detoul at Faryhouw last season but won Ml. 
despne meaites. m a arrsiar contest at Sandown Pm, gcxsd to soft I last month 
Ita'a Fellow: Fry anempi inder nies tor «mnrg power, does not look good enough 
on strength oi Its 3rd oi 7 behrid Daftasabrush at Sandon (3m, good to sott) (ssi week 
Makln' Doo: Dual pow winner i r«s year but has shown into n tw hunter chases, n- 1 

during when piteng up at Sedge fieM (3m3t goe d to soft) last month . 

Over The Way: Encouraging hunter chase nn to be 4-tengihs thrd to Hcwayman at 
Kelso (3m1l goodi Iasi month 

Raki Crazy: Had shown nothing n hurter chases ixiti last month, when he came from 
nowhere to ftrxsh 5 brtqths Bwd lo Chcm at Wncarton (2m 5L good). 

Nethertara: A wmng power but has managed to complete only once n fou attempts 
under nJe&. ufied-ori behind Castie Mane ai Chehenham (3m 21 good) Iasi month 
VERDICT: OVER THE WAY made a wiv sauaaoory rumer chase debui to be 
dvd to usetii Howayman over loday s tnp a Kelso Las month and can fallow up with 
a wn today. Tne mar -danger a l*eiy lo be Extra Si out. sem over from Ireland and 
already e wtvter over nJers. but who lends io be iei down by hrs pwprg 

le ic I CHAMPION STANDARD NH FLAT RACE (Grade 2) (A) 

1 °l £17,500 added 2m 110yds Penalty value £134200 

1 1371 nSONLYlE (34) (CD) (Mel Daws*) Ifcs V Wflams 6 II £ ^R McGrath 

2 0-211 NATIVE AFRUR(102)(D) iSiranayr PuttEhng LMJLLuigo 5 ri 12 . .WDowEng 

3 EO SCARLET BIPEROR (24) |D) iRcttn Mrs J Pitman 5T1E. Mr A Dempsey 

■l 1 ERRAND BOY (39) (D) (Trew Hemmngsl Mt S Snutfi 5 n S S Durack 

5 l-G GOLDEN ALPHA (24) (D) IDA. KXrecnjMRpe 5 119... .... . . LCumraira 

t 2n HEAD FOR THE HILLS (19) (D) (BF) (D S Bewmgl P Beaunort 6 ti 6 - .J Grattan 

7 12 OBEUSK (5) (BF) ilfes Sah fi Haynesi W Ha^i S n 8 GLee 

e 4561 ROLLER BLADE (17) (D) (Kfa J Mo<An N Tmston-Daws 6 ti 6 - .. Mr A Evans 

9 2622 AU LAC (1® (BF) (EVn fitazzaidi J Mdfas 5 n 4 JTbard 

C 033 KING WIZAHD (28) (The Rserti Hares) P nc«a SH4 RWdgsr 

n 636 LAMBRINI MAN (42) Ihtiteiiroa htanaEnfli Ddi D McCar SVC- ... JkCCoy is 

12 23 ROMAN LORD (49) iTrevor hwmeigsi Mas H Kn^ii 5 11 J . U Batchelor 

Q 1 LADY MUVOR (35) (D) (N R A i S P Mterd) N TwatorsDares 5 ti 3 .. .LSutham 

H 1 ALWAYS WAYWARD (S3) (Vltood Raong) W fiamp 4 n 2 C McCormack 

e 1 DUSK OUH. (USA) (28) (0) iAnthory SpM*nanl N Henderson 4 h 2 . . Ur P FantOn 

16 1 KWG OF THE CASTLE (221 (Rabat Htthns) WsJ Raman -i Ti 2 L Corcoran 

17 062 FESTIVAL LEADER (7) (Mn Marvs CutfieU) Ms P Dutfed 5 D 13 N WBmfagton 

IS 2 LORD SANDROVTTCH |29) (BF) (SarrfftvtEh Faraig) J Jefterson 4 10 tSir R Fometal 

S 2 WEAVER SAM (12) iJ Wgnrrranl J Norton 4 K) O N Horrocks 

-19 declared - 

BETTING: 5-2 GoUsn Alpha, 7-1 Lady Radnor. 8-1 Itsonlyme, King ol The Castle, 10-1 Scariel 
Emperor, Dusk Dud, 12-1 Ntelve Affair, Errand Boy, 14-1 others 
1998 /togs Rud 5 Tl 8 M Kelley 3-1 jl tav HI T««ren -Davies) 12 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Ksontyme: Won here on he etedui and ilded to score al Fofcesfane and Hunting- 
don. Won very easiy at Huntingdon but sntter rase with me penalty 

Nalivo Atfeir: Has won very easily aiCBtfenck and MussoBmji^i Looked sued hold 

hs own r, stranger company and stable !o be greatly rejected 

Scarlet Emperor. ChtJlerttam and Kempton wmer and 9fength 8th (aboul 7 lengths 

benrid Golden Alpha) lo Monsgnor n Festival bumper 

Errand Boy: Ardross getting arid we# backed when an easy winner from Irelands Eye 

n W-runner bumper et Catteriek Sue lo mprove further 

Golden Alpha: Inpreasive wme a Newbury n February. Set last pace fa Festival 

bumper and laded dose htrw when caught by Mortagnor Fine chance 

Head For The HDteWahertywrret and then 3rd to treiandS Eye a Newcastle Loolo 

held by Errand Boy on the fine through Irelands Eye 

Obolifik; Easy mm at Market Rasen on debut and erasable 2nd with penalty ro 

the lanaed newcomer Tohunga or same course Iasi Monday 

Roller Blade: Made as lor 4-tongth wn m tug field at Ludow 17 days ago Has had 

four starts and may prove stable second best to Lady Patfvor 

Au Lac: Has done wel from faur attempts and stayed on strongly when Itontlng up 

Paul Nchols mpresswe scorer Ask The Natwes a Wineanton 

King Wizard: Benen 8 lengths by Dusk Duel at Sandown on ttwri attempt 

Lamhrinl Man: Farad to confirm necem Sedgefield run (3rd to Simple Tuns) fa the 

mud oi Haydock Out stfl looks out oi depm 

Roman Lord: Strongly butt gt*jmg and a aerirtatJe staying on 3rd to Simon Sher- 

woofl s newcomer Wood Hal ai Ascot May agafa be outpaced on tho sharper couree 

Lady Pad Ivor Neely failed on her deoui at Warwick and landed the support by u 

lengths with a turn ot fool Can nptene turiher and yard look the race t2 months ago 

Ahrays Wtiywartfc Ter rwi ^fang and oeal Fifteen Red « Market Rasen on debut 

n early January First run sne* and seermnghr too Ivghly tried 

Dusk Duet Son of Kns out ol a Nynsi-y mare Mode mpresave debut at Sandown 

when a ha favourite (led 2f cun and sure to go we* agafa 

King Of The Castle: Son cfCaatt Wefl twc*ed and ran clean away with a bumper 

at Fo&astonp ^ a smart 5crt and a must far the short-tei 

Festival Leader. So. tti ol tfllo Ba«ei-K at Dovjset find then a 3Jtogth 2nd to Tom 

Cobbler at Newton Abbot las Saturday Siem test today 

Lord Sondrovitch: Favourite on debut at Ayi but >ar> yw and OeaiM ay Grouse 

Hal in sfawiy run attar capat* oi better 

Weaver Sam: Kghiy regarded ard prc>0abv twiier silted by this taster ground 

VERDICT: Golden Alpha went bow 10 landing the Cheltenham bumper but he 
had a hard race ana doesn't have McCoy aboard uvs time KING OF THE CASTLE 
impressed many wtth he debut success at Fasrertone 


TOB 106 10.7 «J0 TQ5 


10-YEAR- TALE ON GRAND NATIONAL 


90 91 92 S3 94 95 96 97 


Fata of the favourites: 


Winner's place in betting: 0 


26-1 16-1 12-1 M-1 V «-1 40-1 


Winners' weights: TQ3 106 IQfl TQ7 V TOB 106 10.7 «J0 ' 


Wlrmera' ages: 12 11 Tl 


Profit or toss to Cl Stake: Favourites +C7D0 Second Favourites -Eaoo 


Percentage ol winners placed 1st. 2nd or 3rd In lost race: 33^> 


Shortest-priced winners: Rough Quest (1995). Earth Summit {19981 7-1 


Longest-priced winner: Royal Athlete 0995) 40- 1 


Top trainer; No trainer has won ths race more than once n the past ID years 


Top jockey: C UeweHyn - Party Polrtics (19921 Earth Surnmrt (1998) 


Ladbrokes 
The National 
Favourite 

(5/1 Double Thriller) 


1 THE MARTELL GRAND NATIONAL 1 

1 rv_ Live on BBC. ~ n: - ; ~i.~ | 

5/1 Double Thriller 

50/1 Cyborgo 

6/1 Cali It A Day 

66/1 Bells Life 

8/1 Eudipe 

66/1 Cavalera 

8/1 Fiddling The Facts 

■JAliiiiillii*™ 

9/1 Addington Boy 

66/1 Strong Chairman 

11/1 Suny Bay 

80/1 Tamarindo 

14/1 Baronet 

II 1 1 — 

14/1 Earth Summit 

100/1 Feels Like Gold 

14/1 Genera] Wolfe 

1D0/1 Frazer Island 

1G/1 Nahthen Lad 

150/1 Camelot Knight 

|| HI | lull | 1 

150/1 Choisty 

20/1 Kendal Cavalier 

150/1 Merry People 

25/1 Coome Hill 

DBO 

28/1 Blue Charm 

250/1 Castle Coin 

40/1 Samlee 

300/1 Commercial Artist 

50/1 Brave Highlander 

500/1 Back Bar 

E/W one-quarter the odds a place 1 ,2,3,4. 

lo Di Mt af Oy TrtMfaraHi) V pba tsms and tadanalh no Hc\ my Mb 

Ttosa prices may have changed since UHs aewpaper ms printed. 
For Hus tot latest prices, page Laft rakes Telstoxi 80S (CM) 
nr call tele any LmSmta* dep. 

Shops are open from 9.00am. 

Telephone lines are open whenever you read 
this advertisement 

1. Haw your Switch, Delta or Solo card ready: 

2. Fora quicker sendee coN belore 11.00am. 

(win end each way, 9lnglebeteonlyI. *> 

4. Good Hickl 

08705524524 

Callers must be 18 yaars or over. Ladbrokes belting rates apply. 


Ladbrokes 


For a bet, Ladbrokes are favourite. 
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David Duval chips on to the second green in the second round at Augusta National yesterday 


Allsport 
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Football: United’s future uncertain after buy-out blocked 

Fans’ delight 

as Sky falls in 


AS MANCHESTER UNITED 
supporters toasted yesterday's 
government decision to block 
Rupert Murdoch's BSkyB bid 
for the dub as “a victory for 
football", question marks arose 
over the future ownership of the 
Old Trafford side. 

Michael Crick, a spokesman 
for the Shareholders United 
Against Murdoch, one of the 
groups which campaigned 
against the bid, said that the 
SUAM now want to explore 
the possibility of setting up a 
trust to combine the shares 
owned by Manchester United 
fans. He added that his group 
wanted an urgent meeting with 
the club's board to discuss the 
future ownership of the club. 

Whether or not such a meet- 
ing materialises, the position of 
United’s chairman, Martin Ed- 
wards. will now come under 
scrutiny, as will the viability or 
otherwise of another company 
stepping in to make a bid for the 
dub. Edwards' Mure to sell the 
dub to Sky may not necessar- 
ily prevent him from selling it 
to another interested party, 
whether it be a broadcaster or 
a company from commercial 
sector such as corporate enter- 
tainment. 

For the moment, supporters' 
groups are celebrating yester- 
day's dedsion. “The an- 
nouncement is not just a 
tremendous victory for the fens 
of Manchester United, but a vic- 


BY NICK HARRIS 

torv for football," Andy Walsh, 
chairman of the Manchester 
United Independent Supporters 
Association, said. 

“Back at the beginning of 
September when the takeover 
was made public, nobody gave 
us a snowball's chance in hell 
of blocking the bid. 

“But, through a passionate 
belief in the need for Man- 
chester United to remain in- 
dependent, we have succeeded. 
That is due to the overwheim- 

INSIDE 

Why BSkyB bid axis rejected 

Page 6 

What next Jar Murdoch 

Page 7 

Leading article 

Review, Page 3 

ing opposition of the majority of 
Manchester United fens. 

“United fens from all over 
the world have contacted us to 
voice their opposition and offer 
their support 

“But we could not have done 
this on our own and we have had 
support from fens all over the 
country, from Slough Town to 
Newcastle United, and that is 
why this is a victory for football. 
Our feeting is one of absolute eu- 
phoria. This is great for us and 
for anyone fighting for the in- 
dependence of their dub." 


IMUSA’s vice-chairman 
Steve Briscoe added: “There 
was the arrogance of the actu- 
al taking oven saying it was for 
the good of the fens. 

“Mark Booth [Sky's chief 
executive] couldn't name our 
right-back he couldn't name 
the players on the plaque who 
died at Munich; he doesn't 
know the history of the dub. 

“As we argued to the Mo- 
nopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission. football is totally 
different It’s not a soap brand 
- you can't go and watch an- 
other team like Liverpool. It’s 
football and Manchester Unit- 
ed is what matters." 

For the moment, it is likely 
to be business as usual at Old 
Trafford. Fears of propriertor- 
ial interference have subsided 
and although the dub will not 
have the forecast extra millions 
to spend, it remains the richest 
in the world and in a dominant 
position in English fbotbalL 

Paul Richards, of the SUAM, 
said: “I think this has drawn a 
line in the sand. All those 
media conglomerates who've 
been planning to take over 
clubs have to go back to the 
drawing board. We're now 
going to push for a place for 
grassroots fens to be on the 
board because we need to 
make sure football is run in the 
eyes of eveiyone, including 
fens, and not just those who 
stand to make money.” 


The question of whether 
United will be taken over by an- 
other company is unlikely to re- 
main unanswered for too long. 
The Trade and Industry Sec- 
retary Stephen Byers said: 
“The MMC’s findings are based 
mainly on competition grounds 
where they concluded that the 
merger would adversely affect 
competition between broad- 
casters." His statement does 
not rule out, per se, the possi- 
bility of broadcasters other 
than Sky, or indeed any other 
large company, coming in with 
a bid. Martin Edwards, who has 
now foiled to sell United on 
three occasions (to business- 
man Michael Knighton in the 
late 80s, and to the media com- 
pany VCI a few years ago. as 
well as to Sky) may still con- 
sider other offers for the dub. 

Byers added that the 
takeover would have damaged 
the sport “by reinforcing the 
trend towards growing In- 
equalities between the larger 
richer dubs and the smaller, 
poorer ones." but at the same 
time he also announced he was 
referring the possible takeover 
of Newcastle United by cable 
TV company NTL to the MMC. 

Sky’s Mark Booth said: “This 
is a bad ruling for British foot- 
ball dubs who will have to com- 
pete in Europe against dubs who 
are backed by successful media 
companies." Few in football 
seem to agree this morning. 
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ACROSS 

I Joint burden (6) 

4 State probing 

American dnnk 
causes trouble/^) 

10 Insulting a Parisian 
with abusive lip in 
description (15) 

II Flower of spring 
returning before end 
of February (5) 

12 ft’s not fair! (9) 

13 A tart offering that is a 
meal (6) 

15 One in company? Not 
one to join (6> 

16 Jaggea riser near 
centre of Spain < 6» 

18 Spoke with artist on 
telephone (6) 

21 Has plan - e.g. for 
organising right-wing 
parties (9) 

22 Consort, royal family 
member (5’ 

23 A characteristic 
associated with 
obtuse angles? (15) 

24 Bid conveying Heart? 
16) 

25 Cereal ingredient 
excess measure (6) 


DOWN 

1 End of plav perplexes 
( 6 ) 

2 What scrub might 
yield? (15) 

3 Sticky round East for 
a Brit (5) 

5 Quashed, beaten, 
political group’s 
interned (9) 

6 Office announcement 
about leave (5,i0t 

7 Mexican drug? Eye 
pot fora change (6) 

8 Fish that's reportedly 
flat, perhaps? (6) 

9 Heroin, say. is found on 
Southern coasters »6i 

14 Corrupt blacklist is 
brought into open (9) 

17 Silver dealer's run in 
( 6 ) 

18 Concerned with rings, 
adjusts gems again <6> 

19 Begin to orate, 
emorarine Right <6i 

20 Is endlessly disposed 
to go around causing a 
stir ((6) 

22 Variety show /5) 


The first Eve correct solutions to this week's puzzle opened next Thurs- 
day receive hordbacked copies of the Oxford Dictionary of Quotations. 
Answers and ’A-irjwrs’ names will be published next ‘Saturtbv Send 
solutions to Saturday Crossword. R 0. Box 4018. The Independent 1 
Canada Square. Canary Wharf, London EH 5BL. Please use the box 
number and postcode and rive your own postcode. Last week's win- 
ners- H Bam: SElO: J Weald. Bicfcnaere; S Hog r. Bunjlev; A Crook 
Quanington Hill; A Harris. Forest Halt. 
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Price joins gang of four 


NICK PRICE made it a quartet 
of first-round leaders in the 63rd 
US Masters after the Zimbab- 
wean completed the 18th hole 
yesterday morning. Price and 
David Duval were forced to 
abandon their rounds with a 
hole to play on Thursday 
evening as the light faded but 
both returned to par the 18th. 

Price, joint holder of the 
course record, scored a 69 to 
take him alongside Davis Love, 
Brandel Chamblee and Scott 
McCarron at the top of the 
leader-board, while Duval, who 
missed a 12-foot birdie putt at 
the last, signed for a 71. 

Duval, one in front or Tiger 
Woods, only hit eight greens in 
regulation. Having been three 
under at the turn, he then 
dropped three shots in n row 
front the 12th. “1 played pretty 
well." said the world No l, “but 
not as well as I can." 

It was not until the 16th that 
Duval hit a green in the re- 
quired number of shots- on the 
back nine. The bogey at the 
short 12th came from a mis- 
judgement off the tee. a badly 
hooked drive ended up in the 
creek on the left at the 13th 
while the wind switched on his 
approach to the 14th. 

But someone in such rare 
form as Duval has been in win- 
ning for the last two weeks 
tends to generate his own luck 
and when he pushed his drive at 
the 17th, the ball not only re- 
bounded back off one of the new 
trees planted on the right, but 
cannoned for up the fairway as 
well. A birdie resulted. 


BY ANDY FARRELL 
in Augusta 

Compare and contrast with 
Nick Faldo, whose form and for- 
tune is at its lowest ebb. When 
the three-times Masters cham- 
pion pulled his drive into the 
trees on the second, he was 
completely stymied and had to 
take an unplayable. The double- 
bogey seven set Faldo on 
course for an 80. 

Only five players scored 
worse. One was the amateur, 
John Miller, three others were 
also former champions: 67-year- 
old Billy Casper. Arnold Palmer, 
69 and making a record 45th con- 
secutive appearance, and the 76- 
year-old Doug Fbrd. Joe Durant, 
a playing partner of Faldo, was 
feted the moment he won 
Wednesday’s par-three contest 


The only high point of 
Faldo's round came when he hit 
a seven-iron to four indies at 
the 16th. At 27 over par for his 
last five rounds at Augusta, 
Faldo set out yesterday des- 
perately trying to avoid the cut 
for the third successive year. 
“It’s the same old story,” Faldo 
said. “It's getting closer but it’s 
not close enough.” His cause 
was not helped by an outward 
37 yesterday, which included a 
30-footer for birdie at the sev- 
enth but bogeys at the fourth, 
playing the hardest hole on 
the course, and the ninth. 

Thursday was one of those 
fascinating days when Augus- 
ta. asalinksdoes. changed hue 
with the charging weather con- 
ditions. Hot mid humid for most 
of the day the course was dry- 
ing out fast and all the leaders 
bar Price, plus Colin Mont- 
gomerie and Jose Maria Olaz- 


OS cmtcr.5 iJai cd. 
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69 

B Ch.imblPf . D Love. S 
McC.irron. N Price (Zlrn) 

70 
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if Mediate. 7 Icftmjn. S 
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O Browne. G H|ert*tedt 
(Swe), R Ftovd. B Faxon. 
F Couples. T Watson, j 
Huiton. B Crenshaw. P 
Mickelson. J Parnevlb 
(Swel. *H Kuehne. P 
Aiinrer 

75 

S Hoch. C Pawn. C Party 
(Ain). 7 Herrcm. 5 Striek- 
er. M Calcovecchia. D 
Clarke <GB|. L WrsrwooJ 
(GB). B Ivy ay P-U Jo- 
hjnsson JSwr) 

76 

IP Have*, p S/oland 
(Swe). L Miae. L Robct ts. 
F funk. B Longer |Ger). J 
Coe*. B Andrade. T Biam 
(Dem. M Brook', 


S Jones. ‘M Kuchor. T 
Aaron. C Cootiy 

78 

S Verpiank. T Dodds 
INonj). 5 Ballesteros (5p). 
J Mjggert. B Mayfair. D 
tarns. G Day 

79 

H Sutton. G Player (SA), 
W Wood 

80 

G Brewer. N Pjldo (GB) 
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*J Miller 

83 

A Palmer 

86 

8 Casper 

87 

i Durant 

88 
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‘denotes omoteur 


abal, who both scored 70s, bad 
eqjoyed early tee times. 

In the afternoaiL the defend-- 
ing champion, Mark O’Meara, 
had a 70 and Greg Norman, 
wdiose-recordhere bbasfe tinee 

seconds and two without a 

win, compiled a 71 as first the 
wind got up, then calmed as a 
thuDderetormrame in, delaying 
play for 95 minutes. When the 
players got back out, it was very 
blukeryand whfie fen Woosnaw 
had earlier hit a drive and a 
wedge from 102 yards at the last, 
Darren Clarke needed a three- 
wood and a three-iron to cover 
the 405 yards. 

After straining his back on 
the range just before teeing off 
Clarke hung on well in the end 
for a 75. “I have never had any- 
thing like this before,” said 
Clarke. “I had shooting pains on 
every shot” But his real prob- 
lem came on the greens, where, 
without considering he had 
putted badly he took 40 putts. 

That did not even include a 
penalty shot for the ball moving 
after he had addressed it ‘This 
keeps happening to me,” 
Clarke said. “It happened at 
least three times last yean in- 
cluding once here.” 

Lee Westwood also battled 
bads well from another of his 
poor starts in a majoc Five over 
after 12, Westwood birdied the 
13th and 16th for another 75, 
The majority of his round was 
hard work as the 25-year-old 
struggled in the heat with a 
temperature, but he was more 
comfortable in the cool of tbe- 
evening after the storm. 
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What can we do to make it 


We are proud to have helped make the Lloyds iS5 Rve Nations Championship happen, 
now we’re looking forward to giving cur support to the Rugby Worid Cup. 


TSB 

Your life. Your bank. 
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Goodbye PEI^ hello ISA 

After months of hype, the first ISAs are on sale at last. But should you invest? By Nic Cicutti 


E veryone dreams of 
making history. For 
many of us, this might 
involve saving the 
world, scoring the win- 
ning goal in a cup final, 
or making 10 million-selling hit record. 

This week, in his own slightly less 
dramatic way. Ash Rawai, a 38-year- 
old corporate consultant from Derby, 
also made history. At one minute 
after midnight on 6 April, Mr Rawai be- 
came the first person in the UK to buy 
an Individual Savings Account, 
Labour’s new tax-free savings vehicle. 

Whether his decision to stay up late 
turns out to be the epoch-making 
step Labour hopes crucially depends 
on whether millions of other savers fol- 
low his lead, and also invest in an ISA 
And more important still will be the 
question of just who is investing: the 
acid test wQl be whether the ISA suc- 
ceeds in attracting into it lower-paid 
people, who traditionally have been 
ignored fay the savings market 
ISAs, which offer shelter from cap- 
ital gains tax to investments, are the 
Treasury’s answer to this perceived 
disenfranchisement Unlike PEPs, 
which were primarily about investing 
in shares ex- bonds, ISAs wiD also allow 
savings to go into instant-access ac- 
counts or even insurance-linked prod- 
ucts, both seen as more likely vehicles 
for working-class people's cash. 

Despite the Treasury's best inten- 
tions, experts are mostly cynical about 
whether ISAs win improve savings 
habitsamong the working population. 
Research by the Association of Unit 
This ts and Investment FUnds (Autifi 
suggested in March that consumers 
were unwiffing to “comzniT to the new 
savings product Some 59 per cent of 
those surveyed were commitment pho- 
bics where ISAs were concerned, up 
from 52 per cent six months earlier. 

These worrying findings led Anne 
McMeehan, director of communica- 
tions at Autif^ to say: “It is worrying 
that ISAs have still not succeeded in 
attracting wider public support It 
seems the investment industry is al- 
ready experiencing an uphill struggle 
in converting its existing customers." 

Autifs findings are matched by 
Marks & Spencer Financial Services, 
whose own survey shows that of the 
67 per cent of adults who have heard 
of ISAs, more than half still know noth- 
ing about them. 



The first ever ISA customer. Ash Rawai, gets his slice of the cake Citigate 


Similar research emanates from 
Yorkshire bank, whose savings man- 
ager; Andrew Hindle, adds, “Given the 
Government's aim for the ISA- to end 
confusion and to mafap tax-free savings 
more accessible - our study shows 
much work to be done. Rather than 
end confusion, the level erf understand- 
ing hasnot risen at afl in the past year” 
The fears of experts have been com- 
pounded by the seeming complexity 


of ISAs and the way in which some 
potential ISA providers, among them 
Save & Prosper; have been unable 
to launch products because their 
computer systems are not yet up to 
scratch. These worries led Sainsbury’s 
Bank to say that it is not at present 
considering launching its own ISA 
So, less than one week into ''ISA- 
land", is all the doom and gloom jus- 
tified? The evidence is patchy, but 


things don't appear to be as bad as they 
might be. On Thursday. Standard 
Life, a leading life insurer, announced 
that within 48 hours of the ISA's for- 
mal launch, it had already switched 
18.000 of its existing PEP customers’ 
monthly contributions into the new 
savings vehicle In addition, it luts field- 
ed 3,000 enquiries from prospective 
customers on its ISA product range. 

Alan Burton, managing director of 


mutual funds at Standard Life, says: 
“The initial response clearly doesn’t 
compare with the level of activity 
seen during the last few weeks of the 
PEP season, but it is still very en- 
couraging. There are clear signs that 
ISAs are of encouraging new savers.” 

National Savings, which also offered 
a competitive ISA savings account, 
reported 7.000 account openings, 
worth £i0m. on Wednesday alone. 
Fluther evidence of the potential for 
ISAs also came from Nat West whose 
survey shows that 43 per cent of peo- 
ple are considering investing in one. 

This may sound like music to the 
Government’s ears, but it is worth not- 
ing that the bulk of ISA investments 
for the foreseeable future are likely to 
be straight switches from existing 
cash-based savings accounts into ISA- 
linked accounts, where no tax need be 
paid on the interest. 

Equity-linked ISAs are likely to re- 
main a minority interest for some 
months to come, while providers 
struggle to get their systems up and 
running and to turn their PEP in- 
vestors into ISA groupies. Under such 
circumstances, it is likely that choice, 
a key condition of any equity-linked in- 
vestment is likely to be more limited, 
in terms of available fund manage- 
ment groups, for some time to come. 

Roddy Kohn, an independent fi- 
nancial adviser at Bristol-based Kohn 
Cougar says: “My advice to clients is 
that where they can, they should 
break from the cycle of last-minute in- 
vestment seen at the end of every tax 
year. That means starting to make reg- 
ular premium payments now. 

“The problem is that not all funds- 
management groups have said exactly 
what they are launching. While there 
are plenty of good ISA-linked funds 
available now, it is probably wiser to 
wait for a few weeks while we find out 
what all the providers are likely to do." 

Until then, the experts advise tak- 
ing advantage of some excellent rates 
available from cash- linked ISAs. One 
important caveat is where an investor 
wants to maximise his or her holding 
in equities: setting up a cash-based 
“mini- ISA” will prevent them from 
placing all of their £7.000 entitlement 
for 1999/2000 into shares. 

Either way. ISAs are here to stay- 
and the evidence is that Mr Rawai may- 
have made a little history after all. 

The birth of the ISA, pages 5-7 


How the tax man can help you help others 

If the plight of the Kosovar refugees has led you to consider making a donation then a new law is on your side 


SMALL DONORS who want to help the 
Kosovar refugees can make sure the 
tax man does his bit too, t h a nk s to 
changes “this week in the Millennium 
Gift Aid rules. 

Mille nnium Gift Aid (MGA) allows 
qualifying charities to claim back the 
income tax you have paid on donations 
as small as £5 a month. Fbr every £100 
you give, the tax man adds nearly £30. 
In order to get the relief, you must give 
at least £100 by 31 December next yeas 
either in a lump sum or instalments. 

Until this week’s change, only pro- 
jects in 80 of the world's poorest coun- 
tries, such as Bangladesh, Chad, 
Ethiopia and Vietnam qualified for 
MGA Now the Treasury has said 
that projects supporting Kosovar 
refugees anywhere in the world will get 
it too. Charles Keseru, a spokesman 
for the Treasury, said: “Now even if 
they have moved to Germany or the 


UK - or anywhere else - Kosovar 
refugees will be able to benefit” 

This week also saw the launch erf the 

Disasters Emergency Committee 
(DEC), an umbrella body for 12 UK 
charities working to relieve tbe Balkan 
crisis. DEC is intended to last for onfy 
a few weeks, but any donations of £100 
or more will qualify for MGA 

Charles Grieve, DEC appeals ex- 
ecutive, says: “It is brilliant that the 
£250 limit from the original Gift Aid has 
come down to £100. We are getting the 
money in quickly, we are getting it out 
to our member agencies quickly and 
they are spending it quickly." 

Two of the charities behind tbe DEC 
are Oxfam and Save The Children. 
Yagnesh Patel direct marketing man- 
ager at Save The Children says: “If 
somebody decides to make a donation 
to Kosovo, and we can claim Millen- 
nium Gift Aid, then that’s great All that 


additional tax income is money- that we 
wouldn't otherwise have got" 

Oxfam alone will raise extra funds 
of about Elm - roughly 0.5 per cent of 
its total income - over the two years 
MGA is set to run. 

Because MGA gets back tax that 
has already been paid, non-taxpayers' 
donations do not qualify. The £100 qual- 
ifying minimum must all come from 
one person’s donations, ruling out 
collections or fund-raising events. 

You can boost your charitable 
donations via MGA by any payment 
method except an anonymous cash 
donation. The charity to which you give 
must have your name and address so 
it can send you an Inland Revenue 
form to sign and return to confirm the 
donation is genuine. 

The inclusion of Kosovar refugees 
in MGA will have to be approved by 
MPs as part of the Finance Bill's 


passage through Parliament but Mr 
Keseru anticipates no problems with 
this. The new rules will be worded so 
that any Kosovo donations made from 
6 April 1999 onwards get MGA. 

All 12 charities under the DEC 
umbrella qualify- for MGA on relevant 
projects in Iheir own right, which will 
now include any work with Kosovar 
refugees. Simon Collings, Oxfam 's 
head of appeals, says the individual 
charities will still need donations for 
this purpose long after DEC has been 
wound up. "Hopefully, the immediate 
refugee crisis will be over in a matter 
of months.” he says. “But in a year's 
time, there’s still going to be vital work 
that needs to be done helping com- 
munities resettle and rebuild.” 

Figures from the UN High Com- 
missioner for Refugees suggest that 
400.1HJ0 people fled Kosovo in the two 
weeks to 5 April, with 30,000 crossing 


the border during a 12-hour period on 
Easter Monday alone. 

Ln his Budget last month. Chan- 
cellor Gordon Brown announced plans 
to amend MGA so charities could 
claim back tax at the basic rate which 
applied when the first donation from 
a string of planned instalments was 
made. This means that instalments 
that started before 6 April 2000 - 
when the basic rate falls from 23 per 
cent to 22 per cent - will continue to 
get a boost from the tax man of £29.87 
for every £100 you give right the way 
through to 31 December 2000. 

Instalments started an, or after, 
d April 2000 will get only £28.20 for 
every £100 you give. 

DEC donations t credit . debit and 
Charities Aid Foundation cardsi: 0870 
iT06 0900. Stv also www.dec.org.uk and 
IT\- Teletext page 520 


Bargains of the Week 



Property of the week 

ITS ONLY the scaffolding that’s holding it up, so you 
would have to knock it down and start again, but 
planning permission has been given to turn the old 
Mission Hall in Bembridge, on the Isle of Wight, into a 
three-bedroom home. 

Whoever takes it on will have to salvage and re-use 
some of the existing materials, so the resulting house 
will not look too different. Popular with yachting sorts, 
Bembridge has a reputation for being expensive, so 
there will be no shortage of offers for this old place at 
£39,950. FUlly restored, it could be worth around 
£100,000. It’s just a 10-minute walk to the sea and there 
are views to Culver Down. There is no garage, but 
street parking is not a problem, say the agents Tbe 
Wright Estate Agency. Ring 01983 866 822 for details. 

Rosalind Russell 



Car of Che week 

IF YOU are a real car enthusiast, then a Porsche 91 1 is 
something that you really ought to drive, or at the very 
least own once in your motoring life. The design is 
timeless, although the handling borders on the suicidal 
in the hands of a novice. 

Putting the engine in the rear might be questionable, 
but there is no escaping the stunning performance, or 
classic design. The trouble is that Porsche 9lis can be 
frighteningly expensive. As a result, UK dealers are 
importing more left-hand-drive Porsches than ever. 

Adrian Crawford (01752 840307) realises what fine 
value they are and has a 1984 Carrera in green which 
has covered 110,000 miles with a full service history. 

The price, at just £12,495, means a saving of some 
£4,000 on a right-hand-drive example. 

James Rufpert 



Deal of Che week 

OK. SO everyone's offering free Internet access 
nowadays. But there is only one access provider which 
does so while providing financial information at the 
same time. The service provider, set up earlier this 
year, is Investors Financial Network, or InFinNet 
Even more distinctive is the way InFinNet uses 
other computer tools, such as CD-roms, to deliver even 
more information. The logic behind this move is that 
most computer users do not have equipment powerful 
enough to handle quality videos from the Internet 
InFinNet’s latest offering is a CD of video-based 
interviews with London stockbrokers on investment- 
related topics. To sign up. contact wwwtinfinnetco.uk, 
or you can obtain the CD free with a copy of April’s 
What Investment magazine and sign up from that 

Nic Cicurn 
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If you can’t 
better this rate, 
better call. 
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Ability to 'pool' your savings with 
family or friends to earn more interest 
Consistently high interest rates 
Choice of 50 Day Notice or 
Direct Access Savings Account 
Convenience of telephone banking 
No minimum deposit. 
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AT LAST. the frenzy is over. 
Sales of PEPs finally 
stopped at midnight on 
Monday - but not before 
thousands of people spent a 
large slice of their bank 
holiday queuing outside 
PEP providers' offices, or 
even drove hundreds of 
miles to deliver their 
applications by hand. 

This last-minute 
investment ritual is 
complete madness. Of 
course, there will be people 
who cannot invest until they 
know how much money they 
have available in that tax 
year. But for the vast 
majority investing in this 
way rs simply a reflection of 
the fact that they failed to do 
anything about their savings 
in the VI months prior to the 
abolition of PEPs. 

The danger of this 
approach is two fold. The 
most obvious is that the 
stampede to invest in this 
way puts us at a 
disadvantage to PEP 
providers themselves. 

Sure, some of them will 
tempt savers by offering 
discounts on their products 
that might not be available 
at other times of the year. 
Generally, however, it is 
posssbie to obtain discounts 
throughout a tax year. 

At the same time, it 
becomes virtually impossible 
to do one’s homework on a 
particular fund, checking out 
its performance, its volatility; 
the investment approach of 
one fund manager relative to 
another. Remember: if you 
are tucking away several 
thousands of pounds for 
several years, these are just 
a handful of the questions 
that need to be asked. 

Even more dangerous is 
the tact that this wail of 
money flooding into equities 
at tl^e same time has the 
effect of pushing share 
prices up beyond what many 
experts consider to be their 
norma! value. In other 
words, investors end up 
paring inflated prices for 
their PEPs, which is 
precisely the opposite of 
what any canny saver ought 
to be doing. 

We will only discover how 
inflated these prices were in 
a few weeks’ time. Hopefully, 
not too much, or else - even 
bearing in mind that equity 
investment is something you 
do for tlie long haul - 
nursing an immediate loss 
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The stampede to 
invest in PEPs puts us 
at a disadvantage to 
the proinders 


on one’s fund will be the 
result for many savers. 

One further thought 
strikes me. The last-minute 
investment push also bad 
the effect of pushing many 
savers, whose tax position 
meant that PEPs gave them 
virtually no gain whatsoever, 
into buying one. Of course, 
newspapers (possibly 
including this one) may have 
contributed to the sense of 
panic - although most 
responsible journalists did 
point out that in many cases 
there was little need for this 
last-minute frenzy. 

But a large part of the 
blame must lie with PEP 
providers themselves. They 
knew that PEPS would be 
replicated by ISAs which are 
virtually identical in terms of 
their tax-effectiveness. 
Simply telling investors: 
“Don't worry if you miss the 
PEP bus. there'll be an ISA 
one along in a minute** 
wouldn't have generated a 
fraction of the sales they 
achieved in the countdown 
to 5 ApriL 

In recent months, 
providers have complained 
bitterly about CATmarks, the 
’freasury's attempt to 
ensure fairly-priced financial 
products. Rind managers 
say benchmarks expose 
unwary investors to greater 
risk, because they assume 
any CAT marked product 
carries a Government seal 
of approval 

I must remember that 
claim the next time I read 
interviews with those 
queueing on Easter Monday, 
who admitted they didn’t 
have a clue about PEPs, but 
felt they simply had to 
invest because, well, they 
didn't want to miss the boat 
did they? 








a future 


Financial Makeover 

NAEV1E: PAI L AND NINA WAl.DMANN AGE: 44 OCCUPATION: SELF-EMPLOYED CABINET MAKER AND FREELANCE CATERE 


P aul end Nina first 
moved io their present 
home in Cambridge 2i 
years aao. In 10&i they 
were able to buy it 
under a rishl-tu-buy 
scheme. They originally payed 
£24,000 for the house, but after mak- 
ing substantia] improvements, it is 
now worth about £! 40.000. 

They have increased their bor- 
rowing over the years and they cur- 
rently have an outstanding mortgage 
of £69.000. The;.- have a Scottish Wid- 
ows endowment policy for ‘73.500 
which is due to mature in 2022. Apart 
from this Paul and Nina have very lit- 
tle savings or investments. They 
have two children: Emma is 21 and 
Ben is 12. They generally have 
around £200 in surplus income every 
month. Nina works pail- time, and 
most of their income comes from 
Paul’s cabinet -making business. 

The adviser Thomas McPhaii is 
pensions development manager for 
independent financial advisers 
Torquil Clark pie. St Marks. Chapel 
Ash. Wolverhampton, \YV3 OTZ. 
(01902 576773'. 

The advice: The good news is that 
there is stiii time to take action, but 
only just. There are several issues 
that need to be addressed - tbe 
biggest is the mortgage which was 
originally taken out in 1934 with a 
term of 25 years. 

Unfortunately Paul and Nina had 
to rash in their endowment policy and 
only restarted saving with their 
Scottish Widows policy 2 years ago. 
Endowment policies tend to t>e good 
value only if held to maturity; and 
most of the small print is, not sur- 
prisingly in the insurance company’s 
favour. In order to ensure that they 
have the necessary capital to repay 
the mortgage when it is due, they will 
have to either increase their savings 
substantially or defer the repayment 
of their mortgage. 

The current endowment policy has 
a montlily contribution of £143. If they 
want to repay the mortgage on it's 
original maturity date of 2009 they vvfll 
Deed to increase their monthly sav- 
ings to around £450 per month. After 
a very brief discussion, this option 
was rejected. 

The alternative is to ask their 
lender. Abbey National, if it would be 
possible to extend the term of their 
mortgage to coincide with the ma- 



Wood has been good to Paul - now it's time for him to be good to himself 


Hutton Getty 


turity date of their endowment policy. 
This would avoid an increase in 
costs now. but they would have to pay 
interest on the outstanding mortgage 
for an extra 13 years. 

Given the nature of their occupa- 
tions. and their fluctuating incomes. 
Raul and Nina should look to build up 


a cash reserve to cover short-term 
financial emergencies. Ideally they 
should have enough cash to cover ex- 
penditure requirements for at least 
three months. They can set up a di- 
rect debit from their current ac- 
count to feed into a deposit account, 
a cash ISA would be suitable for tills 


purpose and has interest credited 
without any tax bang deducted. 

Apart from their endowment pol- 
icy. Paul and Nina have very little in 
the way of insurance to cover iDness. 
injury or death, so the loss of Paul’s 
income would have serious conse- 
quences. particularly while Ben is 


still financially dependent on them. 

Insuring a^inst these possfoiliti^ 

to the maximum would be prohibi- 
tively expensive. but modest levels of 
covet can make a big difference. A 
CGU Family Income Benefit policy 
would, for a cost of under £17 per 
month, provide an income.of £200 a 
week in the event of death during the 
next eightyears. Paul can useaM 
policy to insure against the possibil- 
ity of being temporarily unable to. 
work through illness - for him, cover 
of £700 per month would cost around . 
£35 per month. 

A critical-illness policy which pays 
out on diagnosis of severe medical : 
conditions such as heart dfeease, can- 
cer or a stoke would cost Paul and 
Nina around £65 per month for cover 
of £69,000, which would be enough to 
pay off ffie mortgage. 

Paul and Nina’s pension planning 
has been limited to date. Paul paid 
contributions to a Hill Samuel self- 
employed personal pension for a 
couple of years, but is not currently 
putting in any money. Paul and Nina 
have been self-employed for most of 
their working lives, and as such will 
only be entitled to toe basic state pen- 
sion fora married couple, just £206.70 
per week in this tax year. 

Their only other source of income 
in retirement would be to sell their 
house to release the equity. Any ad- 
ditional action they can take nawwill 
reduce pressures in later years, so 
Paul should look at restarting his pen- 
sion contributions immediately He 
hag already paid toe starting costs on 
his flrisHng pension so it is better to 
use that one than to start another. 

A contribution of £50 per month 
gross (£38.50 net) could produce a 
pension of arouud £4.000 per annum 
at Paul's 65th birthday. This is a good 
start and can be increased as time 
goes by. Where possible, increases to 
existing pensions should be made via 
a discount broker to reduce costs. If 
possible in toe future, they should 
also try to make some pension con- 
tributions in Nina’s name, since she 
will be able to draw a tax-free income 
in retirement lip to the level of the 
personal aUowance- 

One further option would be for 
Paul to employ Nina, either now or 
at some point in the future, to help 
with his business. By paying her a - 
salary of a few thousand pounds per 
year they may be able to reduce toe 
household tax liability and help with 
pension planning. 
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Why invest in 




ur savings plan? 


Don’t ask an 
economist, 
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historian. 


Take a look back over toe past 20 years and you’ll 
see tost toe Foreign & Colonial Investment Trust 
has been one of the most successful performeis. 

Turn back the clock 131 years to 1868, and you’ll 
see toe reason why. That’s when we invented 
the investment trust. And it’s this vast experience 
that allows us to consistently out-perform many 
of our rivals. 

It’s also toe reason why knowledgeable 
investors make our Private Investor Plan their 

first choice. 

The Plan allows you to save with regular 
monthly contributions or, if you prefer, with toe 
occasional lump sum. What’s more, you’ll find 
our charges are amongst toe lowest 

To find out more, order our free brochure by 


calling 0181 380 8120 or return the coupon 
below. Do d new anti you could scon find your 
future benefiting from our history. 

To: Foreign S Coicrna'. t^anagerwn: Ltd. PO So< '■ )02C. 
London PW tUA. 


Surname 


Address 


fci!code_ 

II ycu’O 2 'sc like cur free ISA brochure cail 0300 136 420 
or tick Ihis dcv ***-.xe. 


Foreign Colonial 


Those in the know, choose us. 
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The new tax-free route for better performance 


The Corporate Bond ISA 
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0800 092 0092 
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A risky business 

Warrants can boost your pain or your gain. By Rachel Fixsen 


f you make a killing on 
|| a particular share, 
i|g you will have do re- 
gl grets, except you 
might be sorry you 
g| did not buy more of 
c rd& m them. But there are 
•vays of magnifying potential 
iliare gains without increasing 
tout initial outlay. One of these 
is to invest in warrants. 

What are warrants? Well, 
tiiey are a type of geared in- 
vestment Gearing describes 
the process of increasing your 
exposure to a certain invest- 
ment lor the same outlay. 

Companies become highly 
Seared if they use a large pro- 
portion of borrowed money in 
addition to share capital to 
fluid their operations. Gearing 
yp is a very risky strategy -just 
you can magnify your gains, 
so losses are exaggerated too. 

Warrants are securities 
•■■•hich give you the right to 
jtxya certain share at a certain 
.-.rice (the exercise or sub- 
scription price) before a fixed 
iime in the future. 

They can be traded and usu- 
oi'v cost only a fraction of the 
price of the share itself. Often, 
the exercise price is not for off 
the share's current price. If this 
is the case, warrant holders 
benefit from any rise in that 
share's price just as they would 
have done by owning the share, 
hut for a fraction of the cost 
On the market, the price of 
a particular warrant fluctu- 
jtes. often exaggerating the 
. sndertying share's movements, 
i'ou can either make money by 
selling the warrants after a big 
-.ist, or by waiting until the war- 
rants can be exercised and 

• hen buying the shares that 
they represent You then make 
an instant profit by selling that 
share at the - hopefully - 
higher market price. 

There is a downside: these 
are very risky investments in- 
deed. If the share price foils 
below the strike price, or never 
even reaches it, then your war- 
rants worthless. could fose 

all the capital you invested. 

In effect, when you biy war- 
rants you are betting on future 
price movements, so you 
should only invest money you 
can afford to lose. But there are - 
huge potential gains to be 
made if you are both daring and 
■ell -informed. 

One person who has done 
••''ell is Kean Seager, the chair- 
> nan at Whitechurch Securities. 

says: “I don’t simply look for 
Hie most risky investment I 
r tart by making normal deci- 
sions first This means looking 
1 or the right sector and where 
prospects look promising-’' 

For example in February 
1997, Mr Seager felt the UK eq- 
uity market was likely to do 
v.-elL If UK equities were like- 
ly to do well, he felt capital 
shares in split capital invest- 
ment trusts would do better 
Taking the logic of his argu- 
ment further, he opted for war- 
rants in the capital shares 
themselves - gearing up on a 
geared investment 

?.ir Seager bought 25,000 

• . arrants in Fleming Income & 
Growth at 8p each. As of mid- 
ruiuary this year, they were 
worth 83.5 pence, up 14 times 
t-n their original price in under 
rivo years. Companies issue 
wairants as a way of raising fi- 
nance. But nowadays only 
smaller companies issue them, 
which means many warrants 



Kean Seager: 1 start by making normal decisions.' 


on single company shares are 
particularly risky. British Aero- 
space is the only blue chip 
company which has warrants 
in issue at the moment 

But many investment trusts 
also issue warrants. "These 
are quite good for people to cut 
their teeth on because the risk 
is sfightty lower;" says Andrew 
McHattie, editor of specialist 
newsletter Warrants Alert . 
About 330 of the 190 warrants 
listed on the London Stock Ex- 
change are Investment trust 
warrants, he adds. 

You buy warrants through a 
stockbroker or financial advis- 
ee The cost is the same as deal- 
ing in shares; when you come 
to exercise the warrant there 
is no fee to pay. But novices to 
warrants should expect a wari- 
ness from stockbrokers. “Most 
brokers won’t let you near war- 
rants until you've signed a risk 
warning notice,” says Matthew 
Orr of stockbrokers IQlik & Co . 

How do you choose a war- 
rant? Tim CockeriU, of inde- 
pendent advisers Whitechurch 
Securities in Bristol, advises 
looking for warrants with a 
long life. “Anyone who’s dab- 
bling in warrants, especially for 
the first time, should get one 
with a long life - it’s Hke a safety 
net,” he says. 

Perpetual Income & Growth 
warrants have 7.8 years left to 
run. “So if everything goes dis- 
astrously wrong in the next two 
years, you still have time for it 
to recover;'’ Mr CockeriU says. 
The warrants cost 37p and the 
subscription price is £1. Shares 
in the trust are currently trad- 
ing at £1.27. 

For a more exciting time, Mr 
CockeriU recommends Foreign 
& Colonial Latin American 
warrants which have G.3 years 


left to run. The warrants cost 
42p and have a subscription 
price of 62p. With the shares 
trading at 89p, this means the 
warrants are now at a premi- 
um of I5p - wider than that of 
the Perpetual warrants. 

Other investment trust war- 
rants worth watching are Hen- 
derson Technology Trust 
warrants and TR European 
Growth Trust warrants, says 
Andrew McHattie. The Hen- 
derson warrants provide 
exposure to the rapidly ex- 
panding technology sector 
while holders of the TR war- 
rants stand to gain from a re- 
covery in the trust's portfolio. 

Should you wait to exercise 
your warrants, or sell them? If 
you have managed to double 
your money in a short time, 
then this could be a good time 
to sell them, says Mr Cocker- 
ill. “You have to ask yourself 
what you are going into war- 
rants for;" he says. “If it is for 
a short-term gain, then if you 
see it, take it" But if you aim 
for longer term gains, it may 
be worth waiting to actually 
exercise the warrant 

Whatever happens, don’t for- 
get to exercise therm Warrants 
have an expiry date, and if this 
passes before you have exer- 
cised them, they automatical- 
ly become worthless. 

This situation has sparked 
rows between client and broker 
"Make it dear who has re- 
sponsibility for monitoring the 
warrant” says Mr Ore 

Warrants are widely seen as 
a dying market in the UK “A lot 
of them tended to be issued 
on Fbr East trusts, and they 
fell out of bed,” says Gideon 
Foster of brokers Wise Speke. 
Although few major compa- 
nies now issue warrants, there 


Moneywise 

is a huge market in Europe 
for covered warrants, which 
are linked to more estab- 
lished shares but are issued by 
third parties. 

However, covered warrants 
cannot be traded on the Lon- 
don Stock Exchange, and the 
dealing costs are usually too 
high for smaller investors. 

In some senses, warrants 
can be a way of making your 
money work twice, says 
Matthew Orr. Because war- 
rants cost a fraction of a share 
price, the remaining cash can 
accrue interest in a bank or 
building society account But 
holders of warrants do not get 
the dividends shareholders do. 
“If that share is a big dividend 
payer, then you've got to facror 
that in," Mr Orr says. 

And although you do risk los- 
ing all your money when you 
buy warrants, there is a more 
positive way of looking at it. 
This is the only money you 
stand to lose. “If you'd bought 
the security, you could, in the- 
ory, watch the thing go bust,” 
says Mr Orr. 

Warrants Alert 0117 92588*2: 
Whitechurch Securities; Oil 7 
9442266: KiUik & Co: 0111-761 

4400 

‘The Independent’ is offering a 
free ‘Guide to High Risfo'Hiph 
Reward Investment', which 
outlines the most common 
ways in which savers can 
obtain higher than average 
returns on their funds, in- 
cluding u-arran ts. by taking a 
more aggressive approach 
with their money. Your free 
copy of the guide, which us 
sponsored by Whitechurch 
Securities, is available by 
calling 0S45 2711003 


SOME FANCIFUL souls have 
likened the Internet to a gold 
rush in the Wild West. A cat- 
tle stampede might be a more 
accurate analogy But while we 
may argue about descriptions, 
there is no disagreement 
about the fact that financial 
regulation is lagging behind 
technological development 

The Treasury's 
consultation document 
issued last month on 
financial promotion sets out 
in part to redress the 
balance. The current 
regime asserts jurisdiction 
over every website 
accessible in the UK 

containing advertisements 

relating to investments or 
investment services. 

However, before the 
Financial Services Authority 
(FSAj sets out to take on 
the world it has set itself a 
series of guidance factors 
on whether to take 
enforcement action. 

Among these self- 
imposed hurdles are 
whether the website is 
located in the UK - the 
extent to which the 
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underlying service is 
available to UK investors 
and. perhaps most 
importantly, the extent to 
which the advert is directed 

at persons in the UK 

The suggestion is that 
there should be “an 
exemption from the 
financial promotion regime 
for promotions issued from 
overseas, which, although 
available in the UK are not 
‘directed at’ the UK". Quite 
how you go about defining. 

The bottom line is this 
and is admitted as such; 


“UK investors who visit 
overseas Web sites which 
promote stocks on various 
international securities 
markets might not be 
protected under UK law." 

One other point We are 
constantly told to check the 
small print Be warned: in 
future the small print may 
not actually appear on Web 
advertisements 

The consultation 
document says on this 
subject “All promotional 
material must contain all 
the relevant information or 
be clearly connected to such 
information." This seems an 
open invitation to put all the 
worrisome warnings on 
another page that people 
may not bother to view. 

Now let us move on. 
Global Investor is running a 
competition inviting you to 
predict the share price of 
Aznazon.com on 30 April. 
First prize is a balloon flight 
with a champagne 
breakfast, plus $1,000 worth 
of investment tools. 

You have until midnight 
on 23 April to enter. Here 


are a few pointers: last year 
Amazon lost $12-4 million, up 
from $31 million in 1997; its 
share price has climbed 
from $13 a year ago to a 
peak of $199 in January 1999 
before slipping back. 

The first 100 runners-up 
will receive a copy of 
Erfraordinary Popular 
Delusions and the Madness 
of Crowds, by Charles 
Mackay, and a bright red 
panic button for their 
computer keyboard. 

The book, written in 1841, 
remains the definitive work 
on money manias. The 
button has no real function, 
but, for investors who foil to 
anticipate the inevitable 
correction in Internet stock 
prices, it will be as effective 
as any other action! 

HM Treasury. 
www.hm -treasn ry.gov. uk 
Global Investor: 
wicu'.global- 

investorcomlbookshoplcom 

p/hot-air.htm 

Robin can be reached at 
RobinAmlotiQ aoLcom 
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"A new season, 

a new choice." 
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The Gartmore Global ISA 

April - the beginning of ISAs. Maxi or Mini; different names, 
same top quanile performance.* 

European Selected Opportunities Fund 1st 

Global Growth Fund 1st 

Global Utilities Fund 1st 

UK Smaller Companies Fund 1st 

Plus new CashTrusr option within a Maxi ISA. 

Call for a brochure now 0800 731 3313 

E-maii: belplmeiggartmore.com web: www. iii . co . uk/gartmo re 


*v--- 




Pensions spoken 
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Ask a straightforward question about our Personal Pensions - or even a complicated one - and well 
give you a straightforward answer. Our experts will give an honest assessment ol your current position, 
answer questions or give advice - all by phone. What could be plainer than that.'' 
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Call, Sam-/ Opm, 7 davs a week quoting ret: 

0345 6789 10 

or talk to your Independent Financial Adviser. 

www^ottisliwidows.co.ulc 

The value of units cad go dawn as well as up. Future bonus rates arc not guaranii-i-il. lunhrr '-ur IVii\i<.n Plan. .• ■ ■■ milinl.n In the produtl li'eraiure. available from us on request. 

Fur your protection, your calls to Scottish Widen, may be recorded or monitored and information or a«Mce «.ll only h* r ,in 11 * P ' - u ~ •' h FunH jnJ lllV A » urjl,ce Rtf S ulj|ed b y ,hf Per>PBl1 Authority. 
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best mortgages 


Loose Change 


FRAMLINGTON HAS 
launched growth and 
income ISAs. with its 
growth ISA giving access 
to its health, financial, 
European, America 
growth, income & growth 
and capital funds. Income 
ISAs will focus on extra 
income, monthly income, 


managed distribution 
bond and European bond 
funds. The funds will have 
initial charges of between 
3 and 5.5 per cent, plus 
annual charges of 1 to 1.5 
per cent The minimum 
lump sum is £1.000. or £50 
regular savings. 

Call 0345 775511. 


The benefits 
of good advice 


WeptiMK 




tyigher returns than currently available from .? 
Rifling society account; with less risk than the 
WM rollercoaster ride of the stock market 

call: 0845 271 1007 


DIRECT T,TNE RATES 

F R OM 9 ~9% APR I 

Standard Variable Rate 6.39% 6.6% APR (variable) 

» YEARS FIXED - Expiry date: 31 March 2002 
Fixed Rate 5.58 % 6.1% APR (variable) 

' UP TO 5.65% GROSS/AER 

AH mm correct « 1th April Wi. 
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PERSONAL LOANS 

Mdui-tWreii 

.-'MORTGAGES 


mm 



www.ttinctfinfl-com 

CALL ANYTIME 8am to Spin Monday to Friday and I 
9am to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ret. NINDB32 

■ hw 

10 i«i» 3T«»« •wijSiMeW 

b,l>c n»l, nor, li»ol mo I»Tiofl ^ fmrttd. > m* a*"* 
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ANYONE CONSIDERING 
buying a with-profits bond 
could be forgiven for 
thinking that investing in 
one is easy. AH you need to 
do is go to a company that 
prorides them, fill out the 
right paperwork and hand 
over the money. 

It may seem that simple, 
but in reality it is also the 
expensive way of doing 

things. There are upwards 
of 20 companies selling 
various with-profits bonds. 
How does one choose 
between them? 

Don't expect too much 
help from company 
salespeople. For a start 
they are only authorised to 
sell the products of the 
company they work for. It 
is also a mistake to assume 
that by going directly to a 
company you will pay less 
commission. The company 
may not pay out as much to 
an intermediary for selling 
the product, but it just 
keeps the money instead. 

Independent financial 
advisers (IFAs» can also 
help select the right 
product. They are there to 
find the right bond for your 
specific needs. Bear in 
mind, though, that not all 
advisers are completely 
competent. Moreover, 
some are likely to be 
adversely affected by the 

commission they earn from 
selling you a particular 
product. You could opt for a 
fee-based adviser, but that 
can cost £150 an hour. 

In recent years, there 

I has been a spectacular 
growth in the number of 
"discount” intermediaries, 
brokers who sell without 
giving advice when you buy 
a product Instead, they 
give "guidance", in return 
for which they offer to 
forgo most if not all. of the 
fee they might otherwise 
receive from the sale. 

Unlike an IFA, who 
might only sell a couple of 
dozen with-profits bonds a 
year, after an extensive 
fact-finding exercise and ^ 
research into a customer's 
background, a discount 
broker sells hundreds, 
even thousands of policies 


a year, with far fewer 
overheads. 

Remember, by virtue of 
being execution-only (they 

do what you tell them', 
many brokers may not 
even offer guidance. On the 
other hand, a "category C" 
adviser will proride enough 
generic and product- 
specific information for you 
to make up your own mind. 

Most discount brokers 
will rebate all their initial 
commission, keeping only a 
0.5 per cent renewal 
income paid on the value of 
the with-profits bond after 
the first year. 

The key points to look 
out for when choosing a 
broker are: 

• The scale of the 
commission they rebate 
back to the client 
O An easy-to-understand 
explanation of with-profits 
bonds and how they work, 
free of jargon. 

$ The explanation should 
include factual details on 
each company, enabling a 
person to make easy 
comparisons between 
them. Even better are flow 
charts, taking people 
through the options. Some 
people find a rating system 
for various bonds helpfuL 
• An explanation of how 
much rebate you will 
receive back and in what 
form it will be. plus what 
the effect of the rebate will 
have on the final value of 
your investment 

Following these simple 
guidelines should enable 
investors to find the right 
broker to buy a bond from. 
After that, it’s up to you. 

NIC ClClTTI 

* The Independent' has 
produced a free 24-page 
* Guide to With-Profits 
Bonds’. Written by Nic 
Cicutti, this paper s 
personal finance editor, 
the guide examines the 
arguments for and against 
investing in bonds. It 
explains the tax 
implications and wh>. re to 
buy a bond. For you* copy 
of the guide, sponsor *•! by 
The With-Profits Bond 
Shop, call 0845 27 11007. 


Let someone else work 

HARD for your money 

and get a f 2% RiSSSRHi. ) into the bargain 
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To find out more contact your Independent Financial Adviser 


Visit our Webshc 
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A 5 you probably knew, two 
out of three British adults 
bet on the loUery each 
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You pnitubh' also know that 
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“At last it is possible for a normal human being to 
leam the ins-and-outs of money-management and 
investing without all sorts of pompous and conlusing 
technical twaddle ... 

The Successful Personal Investing programme from 
IRS is like a great breath of fresh air." 

Douglas Moffitt. TV and Radio Financial Commentator and 
Editorial Director of SPI 


Thcy'w aheadv convinced thousands 
nf people that Uw programmr 8 So 
it's noi even much ol a rtJt In «nd than to 
HU. 
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tu profit rrcm markei semfis nu 
outler hfw the market bcha’-w over time. 

• \flvd are yrerr best rowstrarls ii ;.m 
want h • Jci vnur money red usL : 

■ Why “tear ra regret' causes mret investor 
lo mc.i isodlcril mualmenL* - and make 
had era?. And ho* ;.nu can ».vsd it 
•You war) io met - not qv.uhic. Bat 
how- dn trej tell the ditwrerar’' 

faaiw the avcffismgasfflaL 

IWEpTINIj programme is entneh. 
independent <4 any munoal insiriXrr,, you 
wiH dcsfLotf things ntoit, dseiseitrlikiy 
lo fell ynaTItttJ beousc most people in the 


financial industry haw 
n 8 to their ram agenda- hut w 

t and don’t need to sdl or 

usm 6 promote any partiadar 

imtstmenL We haw no 
from special inlmsL We make 

no cnoanisaon. We art 
beholden lono one- 
As one programme 
portidjnrt TBcentJjr sakt 
'Finally my eyes law been wefl and truly 
opened-" 

For instance: Did you kntw that moot 
unit trusts give you pathetic returns? 
Despite their Nghiypaid experts, the vast 
m^xitydonl even do as writ as the average 
of alt stodtmaritd investments. Why has 
nobody told you? Nor do those muiti- 
rnilbon pound Building Society TV 
campaigns ray much obewt ttidr results. No 
wonder - when you compare them with 
other imestments. 

WTuL this programme ofiera you is not 
the brief *W^ _ aganbfag in the ran hope 
of millions- Not pipe dreams, but a tested 

ma-anmw jaJBattnfctnltti qaded by 
people who have actually done ft. A oal 
rraffion pourafc is qiite within your reach- 
1. You ihsocww whal worts, and whs* 
doesn't - Ihe “tricks of the trade" -so you 
can put rour money where il vriD do best 
hased on research, experience 2 nd fads, not 
theory or salesmanship. 

— You get what >uu need to get started. In 
this case, oiouj^i mcney - and our free 
handbook shows you just where to bid it 
tram >nur cristing resources, eran it you 
isn't think you hare it tn spare. 

3. Yrei do You cnate your own firancul 
seointy. You 11 see exactly tw - you're 
guided ey experts leswn-by- lesson, step-by- 
Slcp_ 

Aik ere uf thr 33 ideas jnu get with 
iwrthst tree lewn cnuld emer the cod a' 
th. aiHre programme - rwt orax, but irarry 
tuns. .And you ga all 35 -the entire lesson. 
ahsriiAch free. Plus the second lesun to 
mvx a your leisure. Y'ou don't hare to take 
a thirajon trnsL 

Mrt can yxi lose? Va wha a great 
dd you dmU gain. Shouldn't you al least 
Like a look? VYTkim rejdyitow? Make ft the 
firslthstgynu do today 


lUr Mnir%w‘>W 
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TESSAS ONLY ISAS 

1MjflWd1 ' 0800 222200 W'M ^ " n JW-'W 

AMeyWtorol 080010801 CA1SWW .«« ' ' 

LirvemBS 0B4S7f®5n >»(»«. InsW - 

(owtt&rDoro. 0800 883322 wi«r'Mr ■ 

GUARANTEED INCOME BONDS (net) 

G£f»sirc«As!BniMlhB13B^ - . ': 2W ">Swto 

0800 838020 . / \ t**?***. '' . 

OFFSHORE ACCOUNTS (gross) . . 

POrmiQaMitS 01481 822747 WOrtfl ',/ ' .*«« E6XB0 850* . Har 

Bbii NaiRxiwUefKW) 01 634 673373 lnWT8flonal30Dw 30 Bay OSHOO- ftl3% .' *e- • 

Hortcm Rock Goon 0148 1 714600 O»wie90Day. 8BDay £2S«W 825* to ^ 

ABance S lacaster 01624 B7B109 RottalSO ' .'IBOftay 00.008 to* 4 ^ 
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MW POST THIS RISK-FREF. FORM TODAY TO; 1 

INS IKS, FREEPOST. 5-7 Bridge Street, ABINGDON. Oxfordshire 0X14 3ZT 1 

Here's how the SUCCESSFUL PERSONAL INVESTING PROGRAMME WORKS: 1 

l » 1\vo lessons are made availabk- every 3 to 4 weeks, at £l I jjij each, plus postage. ! 

21 You may review each « the 37 lessons in the course tor If* daw • at no charge - and "pay as-you-go" j 

wily for those you decide lo keep. I 

31 You may cancel this arrangement at any time, and limp out of the course whenever you wanL I 

On this basis, please send me the first tiro lessons. HI raw tnem at m charge. Then. Ill either 1 

send back Lesson 2 - or pay fur it only if l decide l ir.n'.t u, continue. In any case I may keep Lesson | 
I - free, ! 
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A world of opportunity 

ISAs have opened the door to a new range of investment options. By Tony Lyons 


W elcome to the 
brave new 
world of Indi- 
vidual Savings 
Account (ISA), 
although it may 
take a while to get used to the 
changes from PEPS and Ttessas. One 
of die main beneficiaries, however; 
will be equity-linked investments. 
Suddenly there has been a wholesale 
liberalisation of the rules, doing 
away with most of the restrictions 
on what you can buy. 

With an ISA the world is your oys- 
ter No longer do you have to limit 
yourself to funds that invest over half 
their portfolios in the UK and the Eu- 
ropean Union if you want to max- 
imise your allowances. 

Specialist venture capital trusts, 
which have their own special tax ad- 
vantages, are just about the only sec- 
tor that cannot be included in an 
investment ISA However; you will 
be able to invest in long-established 
investment trusts that buy into pri- 
vate companies, such as Foreign & 
Colonial Enterprise and Candover, 
just as you could with PEPs. 


If you are a cautious investor, but 
still want the gains of the stock mar- 
ket, you are now allowed to invest 
through an ISA in investment trusts 
that trade in second-hand endow- 
ment with profits policies, which 
were disallowed for PEPs. 

The biggest gainers from the 
change to ISAs could turn outto be 
investment trusts. Many of the gi- 
ants such as Fbreign & Colonial and 
the Alliance Trusts are general 
international funds. Because they fell 
foul of the rules and would not com- 
mit to having over half their funds 
investing in the EU. they did not 
qualify under PEPs. so investment 
in them was limited to £1,500 a year. 

Hie Association of Investment 
Trust Companies (AITC) is cur- 
rently seeking its members' support 
for a £27m marketing and advertis- 
ing campaign for investment trusts. 

The new level playing field 
opened up by ISAs has been a major 
factor in this," says Annabel Brodie- 
Smith of the AITC. “We want to en- 
courage more private investors, 
and the new freedom and flexibility 
that ISAs provide gives us our 


chance to show what we can offer." 

Obviously, with their ability to bor- 
row money "known as "gearing”, and 
their freedom to buy back shares 
which may lead to a reduction in the 
average discount, investment trusts 
are a more sophisticated investment 
than unit trusts or open-ended in- 
vestment companies iQeicsi. 

Because their prices are deter- 
mined by supply and demand in the 
Stock market, they can be more 
volatile- But for those prepared to 
take a long-term view, five years or 
longer, they can prove to be a re- 
warding investment 
' But most unit trusts and Oeics 
will have the same charges for their 
ISA wrappers as they did with PEPs. 
many investment trust groups are 
planning a dual pricing scheme - one 
price if you buy through an Inde- 
pendent Financial Adviser <IFAi. a 
lower price if you buy direct 

Because so many trusts were not 
fully qualifying, most did not pay any 
commission to IFAs, unlike unit 
trusts. With the latter, unless you 
dealt through a discount broker or 
a fee-charging IFA the adviser 


would usually pocket 3 per cent ini- 
tial commission plus 0J> per cent for 
annual renewals. 

“Our terms of business will basi- 
cally be the same as with PEPs. The 
big difference is the range of funds 
that are available with an ISA” 
says Leslie Drummond of Edin- 
burgh Flind Managers. "Ail our 13 
trusts and 15 Oeics are available 
compared with nine trusts and L2 
Oeics that could be PEPped. If the 
investor comes to us direct to buy 
an investment trust ISA the cost will 
be a £30 joining fee, or free to exist- 
ing PEP investors, plus a 0.5 per cent 
annual management charge on top 
of the underlying funds charges. 
These are usually under 05 percent 
for typical funds. 

“If the investment is through an 
IFA there will be an initial 4 per cent 
charge and an annual mana gement 
'charge of between l and 1.5 per cent 
depending on which fund is chosen." 

Different pricing structures are 
being adopted by other management 
groups, but it looks like it will be 
more expensive to buy investment 
trust ISAs through a commission- 


based IFA Foreign & Colonial is im- 
posing a 5 per cent initial charge and 
1.5 per cent annual management 
charge for IFA sales, compared 
with a £50 joining fee and a flat £60 
annual administration charge for di- 
rect buyers, “Minimum investment 
will be £100 per month for regular 
savers, M says Jeremy Tigue of 
Foreign & Colonial. 

At Flemings, another leading in- 
vestment trust manager, the charge 
to direct ISA buyers will be £35 per 
fund plus a low annual management 
charge, with a 1 per cent dealing 
charge for sales or purchases, while 
if sold through IFAs. the charges will 
be the same as for most unit trusts. 

The change from PEPs to ISAs 
may cause problems, but the dual 
pricing of investment trust ISAs is 
likely to add to any confusion. It is 
too early to say whether discount 
brokers will be offering investment 
trust ISAs, but even if they are. so 
long as you are prepared to do your 
own research, it will be cheaper to 
buy direct. Now if only unit trust and 
Oeic managers would cut their 
charges for direct sales. 



ISAs allow greater investment in non-EU funds Vincent Yu 


The ISA men 
cometh 
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BACK IN January, Patricia 
Hewitt, the Treasury minister 
now responsible for the new 
Individual Savings Account 
(ISA) told us: “ISAs will 
encourage people who are not 
saving to get started and those 
who are saving only a little to 
save more. 1 ' 

These are big riafans yet to 
be proven. What cannot be 
denied is that the introduction 
of ISAs means that our annual 
allowances for tax-free invest- 
ment have been cut by half. Fbr 
the 1999/2000 taxyeai; the max- 
imum subscription to an ISA is 
set at £7,000, and thereafter just 
£5,000 a yean This is against the 
previous annual allowance of 
up to £9,000 into regular and 
single-company PEPs, and an 
additional £9,000 Into a Tessa 
across five years. 

The tax regime for ISAs is 
the same as that for PEPS and 
Tessas: exemption from capital 
gains tax, freedom from in- 
come tax, but with the dimin- 
ishing benefit of dividend tax 
credits. These have the effect 
of "grossing iq>" dividend in- 
come. As of April, this al- 
lowance has been cut to an 
effective rate of 10 per cent and 
will be abolished altogether 
from 2004. 

Permitted investments in 
an ISA are for broader than 
under the old PE P/Tessa 
regime. PEP rules specify that 


Permitted 
investments will be 
far broader than 
under the old regime 


up to £1,500 of the a nnual £6,000 
allowance for a full PEP can go 
into "non-qualifying” funds. 
The rest must go into UK and 
European Union equities and 
bonds. ISAs will have up to 
three components: equity; cash 
and insurance. Of these, the 
equity portion will be allowed to 
hold “any share traded on any 
recognised stock exchange 
anywhere in the world”. 

Jason Hollands of BESt 
Investment warns: “This will - 
matter little to most account 
holders because of the costs of 
buying and selling exotic 
shares. Given the quite low 
annual subscription limit, these 
transaction costs could easily 
eat up any benefits of such a 
purchase and effectively add to 
its investment risk” 

Even buying UK shares will 
be rendered less attractive, 
according to Mr HoBands. “Ytiu 
have to factor in any settlement 
costs, phis VAT at 175 per cent 
and then the plan manage- 
ment cbaige on top. Buying col- 
lective funds will emerge as 
being a lot less expensive.” 

This relaxation of the rules 
allows a for wider choice of 
asset allocation through col- 
lective funds life unit trusts, 
investment trusts or open- 
ended investment companies 
(Oeics). If you want to invest 
your whole allowance into, say, 
an emerging markets fund, you 
are free to do so. 

Jane Drew, of Fidelity the 
US fund management firm, 
argues that this is a consider- 
able improvement to the old 
regime. “Take our internation- 
al fond which used to be non- 
qualifying and has risen in 
value by some 244 per cent 
since launch in 1990. Thismixfis 



UK with US, European and 
other-sector investment Fluids 
like this wfil come Into their own 
under the ISA regime." 

Elsewhere, Investec Gui- 
ness Flight is preparing to offer 
14 funds, including its Global 
High Income fund - previous- 
ly not even available as a non- 
qualifying PEP fund - through 
an ISA account This invests 
in mainly US and European 
government bonds. 

In common with other major 
PEP providers, both Investec 
and Fidelity will be offering 
their new accounts with the 
same initial and management 
charges that are attached to 
their PEPs. They will also 
offer the ISA cash component 
alongside this. 

An important difference is 
that ISAs can hold a for wider 
range of fixed-interest securi- 
ties such as UK and foreign cor- 
porate and government bonds. 
With the exception of UK gilts, 
all of these must have five 
years or more until maturity 
when bought into the ISA but 
can be sold out of it at any time. 
Any gam on such a disposal will 
stay “inside” the account free 
of tax. Gilts, National Savings 
certificates and cash deposits 
with less than five years to 
maturity can be held in an ISA 
over the shorter term. 

Meanwhile, only three in- 
surance companies - Norwich 
Union, Pearl, and CIS - have 
definitely said they will be of- 
fering insurance ISAs. Norwich 
Union is marketing its own 
scheme as a mortgage repay- 
ment vehicle. The insurance 
element of this will be a with-: 
profits savings plan, run in par- 
allel with a “non-ISA" mortgage 
protection policy, combining 
life, accident, sickness and 
unemployment cover. 

Commission payable to in- 
dependent financial advisers nn 
the product will be 4 per cent 
of annual premiums, general- 
ly regarded as a low amount, 
and not surprisingly Norwich 
Union says it will be marketing 
the product directly to the pub- 
lic. However other insurers, in- 
cluding Standard Life, say they 
have no plans to follow suit. 

One very distinctive feature 
of ISAs is their use of CAT- 
marks. The aim of these is to 
ensure a “fair and reasonable 
deal”. Applied to the cash and 
insurance elements of ISAs, 
they will indicate low minimum 
premiums, few penalties, and 
surrender values reflecting the 
value of underlying assets in 
an account 

But when applied to the 
equity element Mr Hollands 
t hinks there is a real danger 
that CATmarks will work in 
favour of UK index tracker 
fimds “For the first time I can 
remember," he warns, “the 
regulations set down by the 
Government tend to endorse a 
particular type of fond. This is 
fine, as long as nobody forgets 
indexes fan as well as rise." 

IAIN MORSE 

‘The Independenf has pro- 
duced afiee ‘Guide to PEPs 
and ISAs'. The 28-page guide, 
by Nic Cicutti, our personal 
finance editor, discusses if 
PEP or ISA investments suit 
your needs, how to differenti- 
ate between them, idiot theka 
benefits are and what their 
rules are. If you are thinking 
of taking out a new ISA. this 
guide, sponsored by Scottish 
Widows Fund Management, 
is for you. CaU 0345 $7$9i0 



The start of a powerful new tax-free* investment era 


The arrival of Individual Savings 
Accounts, (ISAs), has allowed us to 
create a new, powerful tax-free* Stock 
Market investment - ISA Tracker Pius. 

It offers you the incredible growth 
potential of the UK All-Share Index - 
tax-free - PLUS, a safer haven for your 
investment in changing market 
conditions. 

And, to mark the launch of BSA 
Tracker PLUS, there are absolutely NO 
charges whatsoever on the UK 
Tracker* fund in the first year - NO 
deductions means 100 % of your 
money is invested from day one! 

Now you can be one of the first 
to benefit from this exceptional 
opportunity on special launch terms! 

A POWERFUL PROVEN 
WAY TO INVEST 

ISA Tracker PLUS invests your money in our UK 
Tracker fund, a Fund which simply aims 10 track ihc 
highly successful UK All-Share Index - the hnudisi 
measure of the Stock Market. 

The index has grown by a staggering 90V in ju>i 
5 years! What's more, all future returns are tax-lrcc 
helping ro boost the value of your money even further 

One other outstanding benefit is that 
our UK Tracker fund meets the 
Government's voluntary standards 
for Charges. Access and Terms. 

(CAT for short) - wc believe few 
other ISA providers will offer a 
CAT standard tracking ISA and 
few will be able to match ISA 
Tracker Plus - so don’r miss out! 
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PLUS. AN OPTION TO SWITCH TO 
A MORE STABLE FUND 

Another EXTRA benefit which gives ISA Tracker PLUS 
the edge. i> the built-in facility which jllows you to 
switch (tom the UK Tracker fund to a more stable fund 
at times of uncertainty. 

In changing market conditions, you can simply 
choose i“ m<wc your investment out of the UK Hacker 
fund FREE OF CHARGE into our Extra Income fund. 
This fond offers a safer haven for your money, ir only 
has a 1% Annual Management Charge and you will still 
continue to enjoy all the tax advantages that ISAs offer 
The Extra Income fund does not meet the CAT 
standards, however vou can switch back into the l T K 
Tracker fund at any time where you will once again 
benefit from these standards 



SPECIAL LAUNCH TERMS 




CHARGES UNTIL 6/4/2000“ 

That's NO initial charge and NO .Annual 
Management Charge on the UK Thicker fond until 
6th April 2000. Even then it's a highly competitive 
charge of only I%! 

Without doubt, these charges are so competitive 
that they arc likely to be among the lowest you 

will find anjwhcre in the marketplace. 


* Free of personal Income lax and Capital Gains Tax. 
The tax benefits m.i\ eh ingi jnd their value depends 
on individual oircitmsr.nuc** 


ADDITIONAL 

ISA TRACKER PLUS POINTS 


■ TAX-FREE INVESTMENT RETURNS. 

■ NO MINIMUM INVESTMENT TERM. 

■ THE FLEXIBILITY OF INVESTING EITHER 
AS A MAXI ISA OR A MINI ISA. 

■ ACCESS TO YOUR MONEY. 

■ INVEST FROM JUST £500. 

■ INVEST UP TO £7,000 IN 1999/2000 
TAX YEAR. 

AXA AND SUN LIFE - 
NAMES YOU CAN HAVE CONFIDENCE IN 

.As pan if one of the moU's Juianri.il s awes ffxvps 

nr iii nc hug! investment nunafftnau ftN'imvs. U-'uli a 
prove n track record and many onunk for mveument results 
in die l Tv, we manage mpir than C33 trillion - iWn Ir the 
AXA Crtnip as j nMf nwrwges an sno alible £ 3 00 Mien 
fWiigjunit flit' world. 


FOR THE SPECIAL LAUNCH TERMS 

SO CAU- US NOW FOR YOUR FREE. 
NO OBLIGATION LAUNCH PACK 

0800 60 80 

24 hours j djy. 7 duvs j week 


SPECIAL OFFER 


Request vour launch pack by 
7 th May 1999- You will then be 
automatically entered into our 
Prize Draw ro win an expenses 
paid trip to the AXA Sponsored 
F. A. Cup Final at Wembley on 

22nd May 1 999 . The hill prize £: g ,j fS 

draw rules arc included m the 
bunch pack. They are also 
available on request. 
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Loose Change 


ALLIANCE & LEICESTER 
has announced its lowest* 
ever personal loans. Rates 
range between 12.9 per 
cent on loans between 
E2J500 and £4,999, to 9.9 per 
cent for loans above 
£10,000. Call 0990 626202. 


NEWTON FUND 
Managers is launching a 
maxi and mini ISA 
offering a 2 per cent 
initial charge discount on 
investments for lump 
sum investors, which 
runs until IT June. 
Details from 0800 61-1330 
or call 0117 971 1177 for 
an independent advisee. 


cent variable rate of 
interest (guaranteed to be 
equal to UK base rates until 
April 2001). Minimum 
investment for existing 
customers is £1,000 or 
£3.000 for new ones. Also 
available is a Tessa-only 
ISA, for maturing Tfessas. 
Again, the rate paid is 6.75 
per cent with a minimum 
investment of £100 for 
existing clients and £1,000 
for new ones (01733 362636). 


The 





assurance 


Few companies are offering life assurance as part of an ISA Tony Lyo ns finds out wh y 


O ne of the great 
surprises with Indi- 
vidual Savings 
Accounts USAs' is 
to find that only a 
small number of 
managers of the new 
tax-efficient savings plans are 
prepared to ofcr life assurance. In foct 
some of the biggest life offices have 
already stated that they will not be 
offering apy life policies even with their 
Maxi-ISAs. 

Under the ISA rules, up to £l .000 a 
year per person can be invested in life 
assurance, with neither income nor 
capital gains tax payable on the un- 
derlying fund or the policy' proceeds. 
In addition, a 10 per cent tax credit is 
claimed by the fond on the dividends 
of UK shares held in respect of ISA 
policies and paid before the end of the 
tax year in 2004. 

Colin Ledlie of Standard Life, forex- 
ample, claims: "Customer research 
carried out by us showed conclusive- 
ly that there was little demand for life 
assurance. In fact it showed that 
while there was a lot of confusion about 
ISAs in general people saw them as 
investment and savings products, not 
for protection.” Other big life offices 
, and investment houses i including 
Scottish Widows, CGU. Equitable Life, 
Legal & General and Royal & SunAl- 
tiance) have followed this line and have 
already announced that their ISAs will 
not offer any life assurance element. 

So far, only a handful will be offer- 
ing this element. They are likely to be 
joined by some of the friendly societies 
when they announce their plans. Turn- 
bridge Wells Equitables will be offer- 
ing a with-profits bond investment 
while Liverpool & Victoria is expect- 
ed to announce its ISA range in June 
and its insurance element is likely to 
be an endo w ment policy with premi- 


NORWICH AND 
Peterborough Building 
Society is launching a cash 
ISA for existing and new 
customers, paying 6.75 per 


NATIONWIDE IS offering 
a cash ISA, the Members' 
ISA Bond, which pays 6.5 
per cent on balances of 
£1 or more for existing 
members of the society. 
They guarantee to pay at 
least 1 per cent above 
base rates until 5 April 
2001. Details from any 
Nationwide branch. 
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urns starting at £30 a month, just above 
the maximum limit for friendly soci- 
ety tax-exempt savings plans. 

“We wanted to offer our investors 
the full ISA range" says Gug Kyriacou 
of Abbey National. “We know that 
many of them do not want to invest in 
equities, preferring the idea of with- 
profits policies that smooth out the 
peaks and troughs of the market. 
We’ve had over 20.000 requests for the 
video we offer our investors that ex- 
plains our ISAs, so we know that 
there is plenty of demand out there." 

At present, most of the providers of- 
fering life assurance ISAs are taking 
a similar path to Abbey National and 
offering a variant of the with-profit-s 
bond. “It is very difficult to provide a 
version of the conventional with-prof- 
its endowment policy,” says David Mott 
of the Co-operative Insurance Society. 
“The with-profits bond, however, is de- 
signed to be a halfway house be- 
tween a building society account and 
equities. The initial bonus rate will be 
4 per cent better than most deposit 
accounts, and indudes a special 05 per 
cent first-anniversary bonus on cash 
contributions paid before 6 April 2000. 
We believe this bond is suitable for 
those savers who like the relatively low 
risk of with-profits plans.” 

Norwich Union, however, found 
from its research that people did 
want a type of with-profits endowment 
that could be included in an ISA. "We 
found that many savers were fed up 
with the returns they were receiving 
from notice and deposit accounts but 
were unhappy about Investing directly 
in equities." says the company's Mar- 
tin Chapman. “Insurance ISAs bridge 
this gap for those averse to risk." 

More to the point Norwich Union 
perceives that many potential in- 
vestors could use its insurance ISA to 
pay their mortgages. “Even today. 


some 80 per cent of borrowers use 
some sort of savings plan to repay the 
capital on their mortgages,” adds Mr 
Chapman. “PEP mortgages never 
really took off as they were seen as 
highly volatile and risky. We have de- 
veloped our life assurance ISA as a 
mortgage repayment vehicle for those 
who take out interest-only home loans. 
We estimate that the £83-a-month 
maximum premium per individual is 
enough to pay off a £52,000 mortgage 
over 25 years - £100.000 for a couple.” 

The Government may have stated 
that ISAs are only guaranteed to be 
around for 10 years, but as Mr Chap- 
man points out. there was never any 
guarantee about how long PEPs 
would be around and this did not 
stop providers offering PEP mortgage 
repayment plans. 

“The insurance ISA is designed for 
long-term savers, not those who want 
quick access to their money,” says 
Peter 1 Beauken of Pearl Assurance. He 
is surprised that so many providers 
have opted not to include life assur- 
ance, in their ISAs. “It’s hard to work 
out what's behind spin. I suspect the 
real truth is that many companies 
have IT problems. It took a long time 
for the Government to announce its 
ISA details, too long for them to put 
the right systems into place for them 
to have an insurance ISA at the start." 

Whether through endowment or 
bond, all the providers will be offering 
unitised with-profits. This means that 
it will be easier for the investor to keep 
an eye on the value of their insurance 
ISA But none of them will have CAT 
marks, because the providers found 
that they could not offer a minimum 
premium of £25 a month or £250 a year 
with a maximum charge of 3 per cent, 
nor can they offer surrender values at 
least equal to a full return of premi- 
ums after three years. 
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The CAT fight brewing in the world of ISAs 

The Government’s efforts to simplify investment could lead to even more confusion. By Katharine Lewis 
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Obtain higher returns than currently available from a 
building, society account . with /ess risk than the 
rollercoaster ride of the stock market 


call: 0845 271 1007 


AT FIRST glance, the new 
Government initiative called CAT 
standards sounds like a promotion 
against cruelty to animals 
sponsored by the KSPCA. 

A CATmaxk is actually a label 
that financial services companies 
can use to show their Individual 
Savings Account (ISA) complies 
with certain standards. The 
Government's idea is to give 
guidance to new or unsophisticated 
investors. But many financial 
experts fear that the CATmarked 
ISA product will cause a lot of 
confosioa At its worst, CATmarks 
could lead to another scandal of 
misguided buying like the personal 
pensions disaster the industry is - 
sorting out at the moment, or so it 
is alleged. 

CAT stands for charges, access 
and terms. Each ISA product with 
a CATmark must meet the 
standards for each of these terms, 


which vary depending on whether 
the ISA invests in cash, stocks and 
shares or insurance. 

In general the label shows that 
the charges are particularly low 
and that investors can access their 
money at any time and without 
penalty. The pricing of the fund's 
units must be simple to 
understand and the minimum 
investment must be tow. 

The CAT standards for an ISA 
investing in stocks and shares, for 
example, require the ISA to have 
no initial charge and a total annual 
charge of no more than l per cent. 
The minimum lump-sum 
investment must be no more than 
£500 and the minimum regular 
savings investment must be set no 
higher than £50 a month. The units 
of the fond must be quoted at a 
single price, rather than the 
confusing bid/offer spread used by 
unit trusts in PEPs in the past 


All this seems very worthwhile. 
The CAT standard is aimed at 
sparking greater interest in the 
stockmarket and collective 
investments, but according to Autif 
(the Association of Unit Trusts and 
Investment Fluids) this is exactly 
the problem. 

Philip Warland. director general 
of Autif says: “CAT standards are 
like electricity- Potentially, they are 
very good and useful but if you 
handle them wrong you will get 
burnt Because of this, we are 
strongly against them." 

Mr Warland believes that while 
CATmarked ISAs offer security 
against crippling charges, they 
can offer no guarantee of 
performance. But the public may 
not understand this distinction. 
“And evidence shows there is not 
a lot of correlation between cost 
and performance in unit trusts," 
he adds. 


Mr Warland fears that 
CATmarked ISAs could lead to a 
misguidance scandal because most 
of these products will be sold 
directly to the public and not 
through independent financial 
advisers. Investors will therefore 
not be getting advice about 
performance. This is because the 
low CAT charges cannot supply 
enough income to pay advisers for 
giving advice to their customers. 

Many top PEP and ISA 
providers agree with Autif s stance 
on ISAs and have decided not to 
launch CATmarked products. **We 
think most investors need advice, 
so we are not going to launch a 
CAT product Moreover, I think 
CAT standards will confuse 
investors. TSAs are complicated 
enough already" says Roger 
Cornick, marketing director at 
Perpetual a leading fond 
management firm. 


But Virgin disagrees. It has 
launched a CAT-standard ISA 
based on its FTSE All-Share 
tracker “We want all our ISAs to 
be CATmarked. We are 100 per 
cent committed to CAT standards," 
says Gordon Maw, marketing 
manager at Virgin. 

Mr Maw believes that knowing 
that charges will not he excessive . - 
will take out one of the risk 
elements, leaving investors free to 
decide about performance. 

Mr Warland concedes that CAT 
standards are useful for cash foods 
because they guarantee an interest 
rate that is not less than two 
percentage points below the base 
rate. “But," he says, “there is no 
way you can create a CAT standard 
for stocks and shares ISAs that 
takes performance into account 
because, as an investment 
companies say. ‘the past is no 
guide to the future’." 
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Is your portfolio in the right team? 

You may not be able to add to your PEPs, but now the decision is whether to transfer or consolidate. By Rachel Fixsen 



Alan Shearer Is not the only investment with a fantastic transfer value 


TOO LATE -your last chance to put 
money into a Personal Equity Plan 
has gone. But with more than £80bn 
already tucked away in PEPs, the 
a battle between financial services 
■ providers to get their hands on your 

investment has only just begun. 

It has always been possible to 
transfer your PEP from one invest- 
ment fund to another and even from 
one provider to another, although 
there are certain restrictions. 

For instance, moving money 
between funds run by a single PEP 
manager is quite easy; but if you are 
transfaring to another manages you 
have to move one whole tax year’s 
general PEP ata time, even though 
this might be split between different 
investments. 

And some providers “bundle" 
plans taken out in different tax 
years, making them impossible to 
separate. In these cases, you have 
to move all or nothing. 

Many investors have shifted 
PEPS from one manager to another 
in the past, but now that PEP hinds 
cannot be added to, transfer activity 
jfc could hot up. 

“Quite a lot of PEP investors have 
five or six years' of PEPs under their 
belt, and- they are now starting to 
review them - in the early years, 
they weren’t too concerned," says 
Philip Warland, director general of 
the Association of Unit Trusts and 
Investment Rinds. 

PEP providers have been pulling 
out all the stops in the lak few 


months to capture investment 
capital in the last PEP year. In that 
competition, the most that was at 
stake was £6,000 per person, but in 
the battle for PEP transfers the 
sums are much larger running into 
tens of thousands of pounds for 
each individual. 

“There will be continued rum- 
blings in the market," says Mr 
Wariand. 

Although PEPs are now dosed to 
new money they have been replaced 
by a veiy similar investment vehicle 
- the Individual Savings Account 
Overall annual investment limits are 
lower than for PEPs, but ISAs do 
allow a much broader spread of 
investment 

However, financial services 
providers are still unsure how 
popular ISAs mil be, and until they 
really take off the fight over existing 
PEP funds will go on. 

There are many reasons why a 
PEP holder might want to transfer. 
You could just be dissatisfied with 
your PEP provider: Or you might 
have been investing for capital 
growth at the beginning, but now 
need an income stream, particularly 
if you are retiring There may be no 
satisfactory income fond available 
from you current PEP manager. 

If you have a substantial portfolio 
of PEPs where a large proportion is 
with one fund manager: you might 
want to spread your risk by shifting 
some funds to a different manag er. 

Or if your PEPS are scattered 


between different providers you 
might try to cut the paperwork by 
consolidating them under one 
provider - though not into the same 
fund. 

Janice Thomson, of discount 


broker Cbelsea Financial Services, 
warns against transferring PEP 
funds unless there is a very good 
reason for it Valid reasons might be 
because your requirements have 
changed, because you want to 


change the geographical or sectoral 
balance of your portfolio or because 
your fund is consistently out 
performed by other similar funds, 
she says. 

Stay put if you can, because 


transferring can be very expensive. 
If you are just switching to chase 
better investment performance, the 
move can prove counterproductive. 
PEP transfers are usually treated as 
new business and the initial fee can 
be as much as 5 per cent There may 
also be a transfer charge and 
commission. 

Transfers into Capd-Cure Myers’ 
unit trust PEP for example, is very 
expensive. There is a 5 per cent 
initial charge and this added to the 
transfer charge and commission 
cuts 6.9 per cent off the value of the 
investment, according to Money 
Management, a specialist publica- 
tion. 

However, some PEP managers 
encourage transfers by waiving the 
initial charge. Direct PEP providers 
such as Direct Line, Equitable and 
Virgin Direct make no initial charge 
or commission on money trans- 
ferred into their PEPs. neither does 
Legal & General. 

If you want someone to make the 
decisions for you on your PEP 
investments, you could opt for a fund 
of funds PEP Henderson Investors 
offers its Transfer PEP where you 
can choose between an income or 
growth portfolio or a mixture of the 
two. The PEP is tinted to Hender- 
son's fund of funds unit trusts. 

“Clients will continue to receive 
a spread of investment styles and 
investment houses," says Sarah 
Speake of Henderson Investors. 
Each fond of funds typically invests 


in between 12 and 20 different fends. 
Though funds of funds always 
involve a double layer of charges, Ms 
Speake says Henderson is able to 
negotiate discounts. 

There is no initial charge for 
PEP transfers. 

If you do want to make a change, 
you should first consider whether 
your existing PEP manager has 
another fond which would be better 
This is the quickest and cheapest 
way to change your portfolio, says 
Janice Thomson. “This way you 
are not out of the market for a long 
period when you might lose out to 
market fluctuations,” she says. 

Transfers often take an unac- 
countably long time, she warns. If 
you just want to simplify your PEPs 
but keep the actual investments 
the sama an umbrella PEP provider 
such as Skandia or Eurolife can 
make sense. Skandia’s MultiPEP 
offers access to 98 funds run by dif- 
ferent investment managers includ- 
ing Fidelity Perpetual and M&G. 

“You have to consider whether it’s 
a service worth paying for," says 
Janice Thomson. It can cost an 
extra 0.5 per cent a year. These 
services can help those investing for 
income who find it hard to keep track 
of the various cheques coming in. 

But they become expensive if 
you or you adviser show no more in- 
terest in researching new invest- 
ment opportunities and actively 
switching funds in your portfolio 
during each tax year. 


Who can you trust with your unit trust transfers? 

Making good judgements about your potential investments is never easy. Let our panellists offer you some guidance. By Iain Morse 
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BOW DO you choose one unit trust 
against another, and when should 
you switch holdings? The Indepen- 
dent asked three independent fi- 
nancial advisers to reco mme nd 
funds to sell and buy in three of the 
most popular unit trust sectors: UK 
Growth, UK Equity Income and UK 
Smaller Companies. 

We don't look often or critically 
trough at our existing investments, 
a little caution is needed if you 
decide to sell and then buy. This is 
not a cost-free exercise. If you are 
trying to add how much cash you wiD 
raise from encashing a unit trust, re- 
member to base your calculation on 
the “offer" price, or the amount per 
unit vou will be paid by the trust 


manager when redeeming your 
units. If you are buying into a fund 
you will pay the “bid" price, which 
will be higher than the offer price. 
This bid/offer spread is typically 
around 5 per cent Treat this spread 
as the true cost of your investment 

Jason Hollands, BESt 
Investment. London 

The real art of sound investment is 
to mate the right judgement about 
foture performance. There are plen- 
ty of good examples erf former “star" 
foods that waned or became “dogs" 
following changes of personnel. Fal- 
low the manager; DOtthe fund nam e 
Lazanfs UK Equity Income fond is 
an example of this and their one-time 


star performer. This has drifted 

sinee fiinri manag er Tim Russell gras 

poached by HSBC. 

It is not yet a dog, but perfor- 
mance has suffered. Holders of the 
fund should consider a transfer to 
Colin Moreton's BWD UK Equity In- 
come fund, a trust which has man- 
aged to beat the All Share Index in 
each one of the last five years. In the 
UK Growth sector, we recommend 
holders of M&G’s British Opportu- 
nities consider a switch, as this 
sector has under-performed in the 
last five years. 1 would consider a 
move to Jeremy Lang's River & Mer- 
cantile first Growth Rind, which has 
beaten the All Share index annual- 
ly for the last five years. 


F inall y, the smaller companies 
sector has shown some of the great- 
est disparities in performance over 
the last five years; partly owing to 
the way fund results can be im- 
proved by stock selection. Equi- 
table Smaller Companies has 
under-performed in this sector; try 
a change to Frank Manduca's Gart- 
raore UK Smaller Companies. 

Don Clark, Torquil Clark, 

Wol verha mpton 

Among UK Equity Income funds I 
would come out of Lincoln’s In- 
come fond, which has failed to pro- 
duce even average returns; it has 
been consistently third and often 
fourth quartile in its sector. Instead 


buy Jupiter's Income Unst man- 
aged by William Littlewood, pro- 
ducing top quartile returns over 
one, three and five years. This fund 
is worth over £lbn with strong core 
holdings, but also many small bets. 

Among UK Growth funds, sell 
Sovereign s UK Growth. It has 
shown superb consistency, but over 
five years it has been fourth quar- 
tile. Investors have seen it grow by 
26 per cent over five years, against 
a sector average of 56 per cent. 

Buy Save & Prospers Premier 
Equity Growth instead. The fond 
style is one of risk control. Perfor- 
mance has been consistently strong, 
better than the FTSE All Share 
over the last six years. A good bal- 


ance of performance and risk man- 
agement. UK Smaller Companies 
are always a difficult sector to judge. 
I would sell Martin Currie UK Small- 
er Companies, and buy Gartmore's 
UK Smaller Companies instead. 

Anthony VagdarofF, Allen 
Direct, London 

In the UK Equity Income sector. I 
would transfer out of Baillie Gifford's 
Income fund which has done poor 
ly. returning just 35.7 per cent 
against sector average returns over 
three years of 60.6 percent Consider 
Fidelity’s Income Plus fond, run by 
Tim McCarron. This has returned 
84.2 per cent over the same period, 
managed on a stock-picking basis. 


with emphasis on dividend growth 
and reduced volatility. 

The UK Equity Growth sector has 
shown average returns of 60.6 per 
cent over the last three years, with 
market conditions not unfavourable 
to fund managers. Why. then, has 
Murray's Blue Chip fund managed 
a return of only 46.2 per cent? Trans- 
fer out to Britannia's Balanced 
Growth fund, which has grown 70.8 
per cent over the same period. 

I would sell Lloyds Bank Small- 
er Companies & Recovery fond; 
this has returned just 14.7 per cent 
over 3 years against a sector return 
of 45 per cent Much the same is true 
of M&G's Smaller Companies fund, 
growing by just 6.8 per cent. 





Thinking about 
tax-free savings? 

Talk to an Independent 
Financial Adviser first. 




More than three quarters of the UK population three local Independent Financial Advisers 
are paying more tax than they need - that (IFAs). There’s no one better qualified to 
equates to £180 per person. A quick call to prevent you shelling out when you could be quids 

the number above will put you in touch with in. So, if you’re keen to save tax, see an I FA. 

Thought foT the day - you’re better off with an fFA 


Please send me my information pack, the names of three local IFAs and a voucher for a free 
consultation without obligation. I understand that no-one will call me as a result at filling in 
this coupon. The address it: 1FAP Limited. 17-19 Emery Road. Brislington. Bristol, BS4 5PF 


Title (Mr/MnJMiss/Ms) 


Name 


Address 


Postcode 


Have von seen art 


IFA Before* . fttD No □ 


This advertisement appears oobduHoFBriWs Independent Ftasncto] Adviser* and hu been approved by a por^n 
regulated by tb* Personal Investment Authority. TuaUon advice is nol regulated by ifac PIA. 
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The UK All-Share Index-Tracking ISA 
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Invest in the fund that has grown by 94.8%* in just five years 


Invest in a Legal & General UK Index- 
Tracking ISA and you'U be investing 
in a wealth of tracking experience. 

Experience that btis delivered fund 
gnnrlb of in Just five years. 

II y,.u .ire li»kiiig tor real opportunities 
i-.» !ii,i.Mini-< mvesuiK-ia ur-rmili now 
.in-l in iIk.' lull ire Im-k n<- funher than 
lcg.il -K vienefjl.s UK Index-TraLking 
|>.\. Alivr .ill <r invesr- in a fond thji ha> 

•■rviivn in the h>i five vears. 

Tlrr lend .liins to follow [he FTSE All -Sharer 
index - die Index rli.il refieirL* the 
performance ot tile enure jK-dv market - 
- > ii reduces the risk of being over- 
exposed in .si u res den under-perfomi 
md lessen \our reium. 

Ketneml'w, ihear with yi »ur first ever ISA 
-.■*u ian invesi up ly for die uix 



ye.ir ]*»>} 2> a'JI'i ■.inly 
Had Uiai been 

invested in the fond 
5 years ag.:< it would 
luve grown to .)il3.b5b.* 

The UK Index- 
Tracking ISA maintains 
Legal A General's 
i\*innuuiient to low elurges - wiili n-.- inuijl lurge. jk- 
wiihdrawal fees and total annual Llmrges and expenses of 
currently just 0.55” a - so more of your money is invested 
at the outset for maximum puential returns. 


L..s.A....!i«..u.a. • ._«• 

v.'i 0^'V/ • j?*/ . •" * 


.’vs you'd expect. Legal 3: General’s UK Index-Tracking ISA 
is available as a Maxi and :i Mini ISA and easily meets 
the Government's new- CAT standard - providing you with 
a product dial is simple, clear and fair - n ith nuoy CAT 
sundard competitors charging nearly twice as much. 

‘Call us now or visit the Legal & General n eb site to find 
out more about the ISA with real growth potential. 


Find out more notv — call freephone 



Sam to 8pm weekdays. 9am to 5pm weekends 

I . * vnjr fin 4i\iK»n. vaU> are u-^wllv ivOrfJed Jfld randomly miHiiloa-d 


Visit our web site at: www.LandG.com 

Please quote ref: D2~DJ0I 
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I like Yaris in the springtime . . . 

John Simister admires the French feel of Toyota’s latest supermini so much that he could even i magine himself buying on e 



F orget the manufac- 
turer’s badge for a 
moment Now, try to 
imagine where this 
car comes from. 
France, maybe? 
After ail there are 
shades of Renault Clio-raeets- 
Renault Megane about its stance 
and its staring eyes. 

Then there is the name to con- 
sider. Yaris. This might suggest 
Paris, although the connection 
had to be pointed out to me. And 
there's also the knowledge that, 
from 2001, the Yaris will be made at 

VTHE INDEPENDENT 


road Test 

Vfclendennes. a French town. Now 
remember the manufacturer again. 
Toyota. This is the only bit that 
doesn't quite fit the picture. 

Ah, but this is not a Toyota cre- 
ated by conventional means. Japan's 
biggest car company, frustrated at 
its inability to entice Europeans 
into driving its eartier super-minis 
'well would you want to drive a 
Starlet?), decided that success 
would come only if a car was 
designed mainly in Europe, mainly 
by Europeans and mainly for 
Europe. So the Yaris is an epoch- 
making, and Epoe-made, can Epoc? 
Toyota's European Office of Cre- 
ation, of course. 

Ebr the Yaris to be usefully and 
convincingly different from rival 
offerings would help its cause, too. 
So it is. Fbr a start it’s tall which 
helps make it roomier than its com- 
petitors, and you sit high. The rear 
seat can slide back or forth over a 
range of 150mm, which alters the 
ratio of boot space to rear-passen- 
ger space. And it has a one-size-fits- 
a 11 engine: just under one litre, 
which is right on cue for Britain's 
tentative dip into the waters of size- 
related road tax. You'll pay £100 a 
year instead of £155. 

The interior was designed in 
Japan, actually Many Japanese car 
cabins look as though they were 
knocked-up by a junior apprentice 
from a box of standard, grey plastic 


pieces, but this one is refreshingly, 
massively different. 

There’s no fake-leather grain 
anywhere. Instead, the surfaces re- 
semble stone or hand-made paper. 
Next, check out the storage spaces: 
there are shelves and slots all over; 
mostobvwuslydtbersideoftheeer}- 
tre console that forms the base of a 
giant Y-shapc facia moulding. 

Best by for, though, is the in- 
strument display. You view this 
through an oval window set on top 
of the facia's centre and angled 
towards your eyes. The digital 
speedometer, linear rev-counter, 
fuel gauge and mfieometec luminous 
displays all, appear to be down a 
tunnel which terminates some- 
where near the Chris's nose, the idea 
being to spare your eyes from the 
strain of regular refocusing. 

They are not really so for away, 
of course: in the words of the con- 
juror it's all done by mirrors. Is it bet- 
ter than a standard set of dials? Not 
especialfy; but it helps make the Vhris 
an engaging companion. Ycur front 
passenger can't see the display, 
though, which could sometimes be 
a blessing. 

There are four trim levels (S, GS, 
GLS, CDX), a choice of three- or five- 
door bodystyles, and prices start at 
a keen £7,495. The top version re- 
quires £10,995 of your money, but has 
air-conditioning, alloy wheels and a 
CD player, while the base model 
alone lacks power steering, central 
locking, electric windows and a pas- 
senger airbag, as did every small car 
just a few years ago. 

You can have a “Freetronic” 
clutchless transmission for an extra 
£250. but it's jerider than the best 
rival systems (the Fiat Seicento 
CHymatkr’s, for example). Personally, 
Td rather control my own clutch. 

This sounds all very fine, but is a 
1 -litre engine really enough? Well it's 
a vigorous little mo ton which pro- 
duces both a remarkable 68bhp and 
credible low-speed pulling power 
thanks to its 16 valves and variable 
valve timing. You have to exercise 
it quite hard to make speedy 
progress, but TOrnph up a motorway 
hill is no problem at alL 

c hang in g gear is quick and easy, 
and the Yaris is a precise, confident 


steerer. Here comes that French- 
ness once again: this car roils along 
the road, lollops almost as a small 
Peugeot or Renault does. Today’s 
French way is to make a car supple 
over bumps but sharp in its re- 
sponses to your steering inputs, 
and the Yaris conforms to the norm 
of its soon-to-be-adopted home. 

Yet despite the suspension's ap- 
parent softness, the Yaris clings 
gamely to the road and is fun to drive 
in the way a properly-designed small 


car always is. It's a happy, friendly 
car with a big personality, fun to look 
at and fun to be in. That it’s also 
cheaper, roomier and more innova- 
tivefy conceived than its mainstream 
rivals means that it will surely sell 
in squillions. If you think a I litre 
engine is too tiny you could wait for 
the upcoming 1 .3-litre petrol or 13- 
litre diesel. But I find the Mitre’s 
efficient minimalism rather 
appealing. 1 could even contem- 
plate buying one myself. 


Make and model: 

Toyota Yaris GS three-door; 
price: £8.495; 

engine: 998cc. four cylinders, 16 
valves. 68bhp at 6.000rpm; 
transmission: five-speed 
gearbox, front-wheel drive; 
performance: 95mph. 0-60 in 
l3.7sec, 45-50mpg 


SPECIFICATIONS 

RIVALS 

Ford Fiesta 1 .3 Finesse: 
£8350. Less power than the 
Yaris, from an ancient engine 
design; little space, but fun. 
Peugeot 206 1.1 LX: £9,095. 
Again out-powered by the 
Toyota, but the 206 comes closest 


fbr space, comfort and design. 
Renault Clio 1.2 RN: £8,950. 
Here, too, we find a power 
deficit, and the Clio is neither as 
roomy nor as entertaining. 
Volkswagen Polo I.OL: £8390. 
It’s cheap, but relatively sparsely 
equipped and very lacking in 
vigour A facelift comes soon. 


Light at the end of the Channel Tunnel 

A successful motoring holiday in Europe involves more than driving on the right side of the road. James Ruppert tells you all you need to know 


MORE THAN 8 million of us will 
kiss the kerb this year when we 
drive abroad. Not with me? Well, 
if you are sitting in a right-hand- 
drive car on the right-hand side 
of the road, the kerb will be 
within kissing distance, sort of If 
it isn’t then you might be about to 
have a head-on collision. 

That’s the theory of driving on 
the “wrong-” side of the road 
anyway, but it is just one of the 
many things you will need to 
worry about before you leave. 
Here is the pre-ferry, or pre- 
Channel Tunnel, check-list 

• A full driving licence. If you 
don't have the latest pink version 
it is advisable also to have an 
International Driving Permit 
fIDP) especially in some 
countries (Hungary. Italy Poland. 
Portugal, Romania, San Marino 
and Spain) where you are 
required to have one as well as 
the licence. Motoring 
organisations such as the RAC 
can supply them for £4. 

• A Green Card. Ask your 


insurer for one, as It ensures that 
your cover abroad matches your 
cover in the UK It provides 
additional proof that you have the 
minimum legal third-party cover. 

• Passport “You would be 
amazed at how many people 
forget them," says Gail Brookes, 
at P&O Stena Line. “So many 
people believe that Europe is one 
entity that they turn up at the 
port without it It is often the 
more ‘educated’ who get caught 
out. Actually being allowed into 
France or Holland may not be a 
problem, but getting back to the 
UK certainly is." Oh yes. and 
make sure it is in good condition, 
because in Slovakia they won't 
accept a tatty one. 

• Vehicle registration 
documents. The V5 is required by 
law, but if you have a hire, lease, 
or company car you will need a 
letter of authority from the 
owner. You will also need a 
Vehicle on Hire Certificate 
obtainable from motoring 
organisations. 


• European breakdown cover 
"Last year we attended 9,500 
breakdowns in Europe, attending 
vehicles as far afield as northern 
Norway and as remote as 
Corsica, with 2300 of the 
breakdowns taking place in 
August alone,” says Helen 
Wilson, a spokeswoman for 
Green Flag. 

Green Hag’s European 
motoring assistance package 
includes everything from cover if 
the vehicle is immobilised up to 
seven days before departure, to 
the provision of a chauffeur to 
drive a car back to the UK if the 
driver is too ill to do so. One-day 
cover is £9.50. two-week cover 
costs £47.50 and cover for a 
year is £70. 

• Personal insurance. Never 
mind protecting the car in case of 
a breakdown, what about you and 
your loved ones? Travel 
insurance is a must and it would 
also be a good idea to get an 
Em form from the Post Office. 
This gives you exemption from 



Get the green tight for Paris AP 

basic medical charges in most 
European countries. 

• A visa. If you are planning on a 
particularly ambitious trip to 
Bulgaria, the CIS, Romania or 
Slovakia you will need a visa 
from the appropriate embassy 

• Pack essential items in the 
boot Without going into too 
much detail, or stating the 
obvious (such as taking up-to- 
date maps for the areas you are 


visiting) it is a good idea to pack 
the following. 

A wanting triangle is 
recommended throughout 
Europe and is compulsory in 
many countries such as 
Germany and Italy. A first-aid kit 
is only compulsory in certain 
eastern-European states, but is 
essential for peace of mind. 

Spare bulbs and fuses are 
another good idea, as is ensuring 
that your headlamps, when on 
dipped beam, do not dazzle 
oncoming drivers - use a simple 
converter sticky tape. 

The RAC sell a European 
motoring kit for £36. It also 
recommends you carry some 
spare parts. “Broken dutch and 
accelerator cables are common 
reasons for breaking down. 
Taking them along could save 
you time because you won’t have 
to wait for the breakdown 
assistance to find the parts.’’ 

• Research your destination. For 
instance, a motorway tax disc 
must be displayed on all vehicles 


using certain motorways in 
Austria and on all Swiss 
motorways. Tolls can be charged 
to enter certain cities like Oslo, 
Bergen and Ttoodhehn. 

When it comes to safety, the 
Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office issues advice on countries 
not thought safe for visitors. 
France, where 63 million of us go 
motoring each year, currently 
bas a warning about 
motorcycling thieves in the 
Cannes area who steal from 
stationary vehides. The Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office also 
reports how enthusiastically 
gendarmes enforce on-the-spot 
fines of up to £500 as well as the 
zeal with which they confiscate 
cars if the fine cannot be paid. 

• A GB sticker - almost forgot. 
While not a strict legal 
requirement in all European 
countries, it still makes sense to 
have one on cars, caravans and 
trailers and they are usually free 
from the ferry company or your 
motoring organisation. 


Finally, don’t forget your 
driving skills. According to the 
institute of Advanced Motorists it 
is a good idea to attach a small 
bright label on the cent re of th e 
steering wheel stating: “THINK 
RIGHT ... LOOK LEFT!” 

Also, most accidents occur 
when you are parked on the left- 
hand side of the road. When you 
move off you tend to want to 
drive on the left. And keep well 
bade when planning to overtake. 
You will need extra distance to 
pull out and check that the road 
ahead is clear. Remember, 
roundabouts work anti -clockwise 
so give priority to traffic coming 
from your left 

So remember all that, kiss the 
kerb and you might just have a 
trouble-free holiday. 

RAC (0800 5500551; 

Green Flog \0345 670345); 
Institute cf Advanced Motorists 
<01Sl-994 44031; 

Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office (0171-338 4503) 


MOTORING 


Cars for Sale 


Contract Hire 


TAX FftEE 
CARS 


SUSSEX IMPORTS LIMITED 
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SAVE up to 30% on UK Cor Prices! 


AO vehidas a ft factory wderri, right bond dim & 
sappfiad with KIN VTA typ« approval, 12 moo tbs 
read fad CrtiK* £ *p fo 5 jn warmly - 

- RtaJy to dibit away! 

EflQM vehicles for immei&Dfe detrciy 

-vial our mhsito for details • wwwjwswiapwtwajA 

ter fidvrage. Fsrcace, Letraag, Cos/rort Niro 
- Beanes enqemes oekomt Written dcloib in rcqenl. 

SfOelNHy !o ywr door * the coraplele service. 

FOR THE SIMPLER SOLUTION • CONTACT US HOW! 


Telesbne 01424 20(881 Fax 01424 201835 


End 

WeUle www.nssti-Mp«tiAMik 


1998 Mitsubishi 
GDI Pajero Shogun 
V6 3500 Exceed 
Dark Blue. 
7,900 miles 
£29,000 o.n.o. 
Tel: 

01252 615452 





Metro Hearts 
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MARKET RESEARCH 33 DAISY HILL DRIVE, CHORLEV PBS SHE 


nwBson 

Q RV 3.600 

GSU16 2.500 
M5DCG ZSK 
5HC55 2 
GIL"* i-isa 
GMW575 52CB 
STGQH 2.GOO 

Gcmcz? 

KA2i02 SW 
HIL55 - ■■ 
Hh-1741 
HM9S1C 
MS 
IU1328 
JU13S6 


PHONE: 01257 462305 FAX: 47 47 45 


Set your sights on the personals. 

1 if you'd I'Fe ro be seeing 
someone sneeiar. call the 
personals. 

*5 the best way to rediscover the 
rj took o! toie. ft's fast, easy, 

” convenient anfl completely FREE 
to place your ao. 

Simply tall the freephone number 
belw lo place your ffjee ati. and 
soon you'll be focusing an your 
attention on ifw one you love! 


VoisiPersonatf 

xVm p-toxA' oppren «ndi 
” T>m Iw ly tnd u ron Scmdur 
and * 7na tndnpmdcm an Sunday 


Place your PHEE Voice Personals ad on freephone 

0800 216 350 

Voice S c--}jn&-s - oeceusc you :t makes 


|To advertise in this section please call the 
Motoring Team on 0171 293 2233. 


MY WORST CAR 

DAVE GORMAN S VAUXHALL NOVA 


Ripped off by the dealer 


H698 GHF. as I often said to AA 
patrolmen. That Vauxhall Nova 
was my first and worst car and 
I was well and truly stitched up 
by a car dealer. 

I desperately needed a car to 
get me to gigs and at the time 
I thought I was doing all the 
right things. 1 did the essential 
previous-owner checks. I took 
the dealer’s word for it that he 
had the previous keeper's num- 
ber I rang itand tlie lady on the 
end of the line confirmed what 
a brilliant car and lovely little 
runner that Nova was. 

Afterwards I suspected that 
she was probably his wife and 
probably did this phone routine 
about 25 times a week. What I 
remember is that the dealer 
never opened the passenger 
door or the bonnet Only later 
did I find out why. 

Not surprisingly, that Nova 
turned out to be terminally 
temperamental. It always re- 
fused to start in the winter and 
the engine would often cut out 
without any warning. Not a 
good idea when you're driving 



Written off but sold as ‘a lovely little runner* 


in the fast lane of a motorway 
at 70 miles per hour. Very dan- 
gerous, in focL 

But even when it had decid- 
ed to cut out. it sometimes de- 
cided that starting was a good 
idea after all if you left it alone 
for 20 minutes. 

I eventually found out how 
bad that Nova was when the po- 
lice stopped me for speeding. 
The policeman ran a check on 


it and found that it had been 
very badly written off a few 
years previously, f should have 
spotted all the signs because 
there were no badges, the pas- 
senger door wouldn't easily 
open and neither would the 
bonnet. When I did manage to 
prise it up. I noticed there was 
lots of extra red paint all over 
the engine parts, h seems that 
tiw whole front end had been 


replaced. In fact that boi 
to me being stranded ii 
when 1 couldn’t open it i 
eral hours, then could , 
it to shut 

The big advantage w 
no one would ever want 
the Nova, but 1 needet 
that I could rely on to ge 
and from gigs. I've got l 
ity to fix an unreliable 
derided to get rid of it 

There was no way I co 
it to a private buyer with 
conscious, so I went 
local Vauxhall dealer. Tb< 
man never even open 
bonnet, or passenger dc 
paid me book price ag; 
brand new Corsa. f 
pulled his arm off 

Writer and producer 
Gorman can be seen si 
m ‘The Comedy Netwc 
ChanneL 5. the live si 
tvkick is currently U. 
universities. He is resit 
the Talk of London even 
day tVighL He was toft 
James Hupper 
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The green movement 

These days buyers want more outside space - and developers are taking note. By Mary Wilson 



The interior of one of the Westfield apartments 



eople buying new 
i homes are not only 
'interested in the size 
of the property they 
are buying, they are 
also looking at what 
outside space is 
available. And with summer soon 
upon us, any properties - whether 
houses or apartments - which have 
access to decent-sized communal 
gardens are selling like hot cakes. 

Ian and Gina Dwyer have bought 
a five-bedroom wing of Henley Park, 
near Guildford, Surrey, which has 27 
acres of private grounds. Hencan 
Country Homes has converted a 
derelict Jacobean manor house into 
four large homes and is building 
six new detached houses, three 
mews houses and a pair of attached 
cottages in the grounds. 

“We came from a detached house 
in Hampshire and we wanted some- 
thing with character but without the 
problems of an old house," Mrs 
Dwyer says. 

“We have two children, aged eight 
and 10 and they need a lot of room 
to grow up in, so this was absolute- 
ly perfect There is plenty of space 
for them to run around and ample 
freffVo climb." 

TTE Dwyers have a portion of 
private land, which they like, but the 
best thing is that they do not have 
to take responsibility for the rest of 
the grounds. The approach to the 
development is through electronic 
gates, down a free-lined drive 
and the view from the properties 
is magnificent 

The communal grounds include 
an arboretum, a meadow of wild 
flowers and a tennis court The re- 
maining eight properties, which are 
availabte through the agent Browns, 
are priced from £225,000 fora three- 
bedroom cottage up to £535,000 for 
a five-bedroom house. The two 
remaining three- to four-bedroom 
homes in the manor house are 
priced at £355,000 and £360,000. 

In London, or in any city, buying 
in a development which has large 
communal gardens is even more 
attractive and there are several 
properties now on the market which 
show that outside space is a major 
selling point 

At Hfestfield, in one of the busier 
and more built-up parts of Hamp- 
ste^off Finchley Road in north 


London, nine blocks of large luxury 
apartments are being built by Rialto 
Homes in the old four-acre gardens 
that belonged to Westfield College. 

Each block takes the name of one 
of the trees found on the site and as 
many specimen trees as possible are 
being preserved. About two-and-a- 
half acres of open space will remain. 
Most of this is being landscaped and 
there is also a courtyard with a water 
feature and seating area. 

“One of the more significant 
aspects of Westfield is its very 
large open space, which is unusual 
for this area," says Neville Casin- 
gena of Goldschmidt & Howland, 
which is s elling the development 
jointly with FPDSaviUs. Prices in the 
first phase of 27 two- and three- 
bedroom apartments range from 
£300,000 to £850.000. 


‘There are several 
properties on the market 
which show that outside 
space is a selling point ' 


Lockes Wharf, a seven-and-a- 
half-acre site being developed by St 
George in London's Docklands, will 
have 424 one-, two- and three- 
bedroom apartments and 40 three- 
and four-bedroom town houses. 
About a quarter of the development 
will be open space with two large 
formal landscaped gardens with 
fountains, plus an ornamental water 
garden and a public riverside walk. 

“Purchasers want to feel they are 
riot living mi top of one another" says 
Sim cm Osborne of Knight Frank, who 
is based at the sales office at the 
development Currently available 
are two penthouses with two bed- 
rooms for £239,950, one-, two- and 
three-bedroom apartments from 
£159,950 to £324,950 and one three- 
bedroom town house for £239,950. 

Much further west but also on the 
Thames, is Harrods Village, which 
is being built by Berkeley Homes 
(Thames Valley). “This develop- 
ment is a Mecca for those who love 
gardening and the outdoors," says 
Jeff Parton, managing director of the 
development firm. “Gardening has 
become a leading leisure activity and 




Old bouses are right up Liz Keyworth's street 


A model of the new Westfield development in north London 


as a result homeowners and devel- 
opers are looking at maximising the 
size of their gardens." 

Careful attention has therefore 
been given to creating as much 
horticultural interest as possible 
with limes and Japanese cherry 
frees being planted around the 
properties. On top of the leisure 
centre there will be a large roof 
garden that will extend to gardens 
beside the centre. Along the river is 
yet another open green area that will 
be landscaped 

The development is part new 
buildings and part conversion. There 
will be 127 new apartments and town 
houses, and the lovely old Harrods 


depository buildings are being 
turned into 123 apartments. Prices 
for properties currently available 
range from (299,500 for a new r two- 
bedroom apartment up to £537.500 
for a three-bedroom refurbished 
apartment. Sixty-two apartments 
are due to be released in the river- 
front depositoiy building in May. 

To find three acres of grassland 
in the centre of a popular place like 
Marlow, in Buckinghamshire, is 
highly unusual, but this is what is 
being offered at Withered Park. 
Charles Church has built a highly 
attractive crescent of town houses 
along with cottages and apartments 
overlooking all this open space. 


which will be private to the residents. 

It wiJJ be seeded to meadow grass 
for people to enjoy looking at and 
wandering in, although dogs w® only 
be allowed in the park if they are kept 
on a lead. There will also be a for- 
mal area with a gazebo. Properties 
still to be sold include a selection of 
two-bedroom apartments from 
£265,000 to £295.000 and one two-bed- 
rooni cottage for £250.000. 

Further information: Bryans. 014S3 
531166: Goldschmidt & HowkiruL 
0171-435 4404: FPDSaviUs. Oi 71-473 
5 000: Lnrftes Wharf. 0171-531 62S0. 
Harrods Village. OVil-741 7401: 
Wethered Park. 016 23 J75fl7«n 


The customer comes last 

Thousands of estate agents have failed to join an Ombudsman scheme. By Penny Jackson 


LIZ KEYWORTH, an artist, has 
bought four properties in East 
Dulwich, south London, but it 
was not her first choice of 
location. “1 was on the brink of 
buying a pretty house in 
Brixton thinking it was trendy, 
but thieves broke in and stole 
the fireplaces," she says. “After 
squatters defaced it I decided 
to head for safer, more reliable 
East Dulwich." 

In 1984. Liz paid £52.000 for a 
first-floor flat with access to a 
garden via a spiral staircase. 
“I’d been given £5,000 and 
thought I should buy 
somewhere and get lodgers in 
to pay the mortgage, leaving 
me free to paint.” she says. 

The plan worked. Liz’s 
mortgage was helped by “two 
French boys in one room and a 
Japanese girl in another" and 
her career benefited. “I didn't 
have to worry and it left me 
free to spend' months painting 
in France." In 1991 she 
considered selling when the flat 
was valued at £94.000. A year 
later she was pregnant and in a 
relationship, and because 
“spiral staircases and babies 
don’t mix", she decided to sell 
the property tbat was now 
valued at just £56.000. 

Liz advertised the flat 
herself and sold to the first 
person to reply for £64,000 - not 
the giddy heights of a year 
earlier but the experience left 
her cynical about estate agents: 
“It shows that they undervalue 
in order to sell." 

By spring 1993 she had found 
a semi-detached house for 
£90.000, with four bedrooms 
and an attic for a studio. Liz 
transformed the garden and 
began work on the house: “I got 
a builder to install a hand-built 
kitchen, decorate and make the 
place bright and cheery." 

Liz loved her much- 
improved house but also found 
herself in love with the builder 
so. less than a year later, she 
sold for £115,000: “We could 
have got more but it was a 
difficult situation and I was in a 
desperate hurry to selL" 

With her share Liz was 
forced to "take a downward 
leap" and, with her builder, 
bought a “cottagey four- 
bedroom house" for £51,000, 
which again needed total 


renovation, making it difficult 
to get a mortgage: “We 
borrowed from friends to do the 
basic work but it was a very 
dicey time." 

The family stayed until 19% 
when they decided that they 
wanted another child and more 
space. "We knew that we'd 
made money but you couldn't 
swing a cat and the area was 
going up quickly." Liz began 
her search, tills time single- 
mindedly: “To make a leap we 
had to go for another wreck 
and I didn't want a normal 
house with two through rooms 
and a kitchen out the back.” 

After selling their house for 
£99,000, their estate agent bad 
just one house on the books 
which could satisfy Liz’s 
requirements. "On paper it had 
everything: five bedrooms, 
garage, huge garden and 
conservatory," she said. “It was 
cheap, £105.000, so we thought 
it had to be all right" 

When they went to view it 
they found something they had 
not expected. The house had 
had its facade replaced with 
metal windows, a PVC door and 
pebble dash. “It was hideous." 
she said, “but anything is 
possible with a builder and we 
had to have it” 

The couple have 
transformed the interior and 
are about to replace the 
facade. Once the work is 
complete, they estimate the 
house's value at around 
£300,000. They have no plans to 
move: “We’re exhausted and 
we’ll drop dead here " 

Ginetta vedrickas 

Those moves in brief 
1984: bought three-bedroom 
flat for £52.000, sold for £64,000. 

1 993: bought a four-bedroom 
house for £90,000, sold for 
£115.000 later that year. 

Bought a four-bedroom cottage 
for £51,000, sold for £99,000. 

1 996: bought five-bedroom 
house for £105,000, worth 
around £300.000 when finished. 

If you. would like your moves to 
be .featured write to: 

Nic Cicutti Stepping Stones . 
One Canada Square, Canary 
Wharf London E14 5DL. £100 
will be awarded for the best 
story printed by 31 June. 
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ESTATE AGENTS have come in for 
some fierce criticism in the past 
week or so. A year after the Om- 
budsman scheme was widened, and 
even though it was hailed as a big 
step towards improving standards 
of customer care, the vast majority 
havefeifed to si gn up. David Quayle, * 
tb^nbudsman for Estate Agents, 
is s*5sappointed man. 

“Ws fare gone 15 months and are 
still lacking the bulk to give us cred- 
ibility and to give the consumer the 
choice he needs,” he says. Out of a 
possible 10,000 or so high street 
offices only 2,759 have joined. Mr 
Quayle sees a membership of 5,000 
as a critical figure in tipping the bal- 
ance towards expediency. “I am 
clear that the future for apy decent 
firm selling -any product is to give 
consumers access to non-legal 
redress. If more do not sign up this 
year serious consideration will be 
given to making it statutory.” 

His words mightbe regarded as 
a warning to an industry that is 
already experiendnga growing con- 
sensus in favour of some form of 
lic ensing arid mandator y standards 
<rf competence. 

requirement of the OEA 
is tiiat a ftm must have links 

with the National Association of Es- 
tate Agents tNAEA), the Royal In- 
stitution of Chartered Surveyors 
(RICS) or the Incorporated Society 
of ‘Valuers and Anctioneers (KVA).. 

Anyone cancomplain to the 
Ombudsman and there is maxi- . 
mum compensation of £50,000. Last 


year complamts within his remit rose 
16 per cent. The largest award of 
£4250 was made to a couple who 
were forced to pay an extra £4.000 
after the agent bad told the seller, 
wrongly that they were unable to go 
ahead with their agreed purchase. 

The Ombudsman also made 
awards of £1,000 for room dimen- 
sions that had been seriously 
miscalculated and £100 when an es- 
tate agent foiled to spot that the sell- 
er had no planning permission for 
off-street parking. 

So how can it work? David Bed- 
ford, of Bedfords, in Buiy St Ed- 
munds, is in no doubt that being a 
subscriber to the scheme takes the 
heat out of any potential dispute. 
“Two or three times during the year 
when there has been a problem we 
hare written to clients and stressed 
that tfttagr remain unhappy they can 
take it further 

Nobody has, but it helps convince 
them that we are serious about re- 
solving their complaint We use the 
OEA logo on all ouradvertisements 
■ and notepaper.” 

Hugh Dunsmore- Hardy, the chief 
executive of the National Association 
of Estate Agents, which has the 
largest contingent on the scheme, 
also feels frustrated at the slow 
take-up, particularity as he favours 
the voluntary route. “Agents have not 
yet recognised its benefits in pro- 
moting their commitment to high 
standards. Even in the best run 
organisations, small or large, things 
can go wrong, and surety the con- 


sumer is entitled to some sort or con- 
sideration? Sellers should be more 
discerning in their choice of agent” 

One of David Quayle's chief dis- 
appointments is that along with a 
large corporate group none of the top 
30 estate agents has joined up. 
“They would send a powerful mes- 
sage in support of the image of 
estate agencies even though they 
perceive themselves as not needing 
the schema They would be seen as 
ambassadors for the highest possi- 
ble standards.” Among that group 
are many who operate to the pro- 
fessional standards of the Royal In- 
stitution of Chartered Surveyors. 

Ruaraidh Adams- Cairns, the 
director of FPD Savills, says that the 
RICS regulation is already de- 
manding and protects the client 
with its own arbitration mecha- 
nism. It was not deemed necessary 
to take on more. 

. She says: “We make an enormous 
effort in dealing with customer com- 
plaints, whatever the issue. People 
rightly feel very angry if, say, they 
turn up to a view a house and no one 
is there. It's important to address the 
complaint immediately. I have sent 
out flowers as an apology for a 
missed appointment” 

Howevec at the RICS they are far 
from sanguine about their members’ 
dismissal of the Ombudsman 
scheme. An admonishing letter is on 
its way, urging them to join up. “We 
think it is the right way to move the 
whole industry forward," says 
Patricia Monahan, from the RICS 


standards and practice department 

But perhaps the one area in most 
urgent need of policing and yet not 
covered by the Ombudsman is the 
rental sector. The numbers of com- 
plaints received by David Quayle 
over the past year has convinced him 
that lettings and management 
should be included. 

One London landlord and his 
tenants would regard it as not before 
time. Abbey Commercial Invest- 
ments, in CLapham. south-west Lon- 
don, put one of its few residential 
properties, a flat in Kensington, in 
the hands oFan agent in west Lon- 
don. A director of the company says 
he has never come across such un- 
professional behaviour. 

He says: “They were very keen to 
get the tenants in even before the fiat 
was ready and that was because the 
man did not want to miss his bonus 
payment But worse was that in 
order not to cause a delay, the 
agreements that the tenants and I 
signed were not the same. 

“Each thought the other was re- 
sponsible for the water rates, which 
is the stuff of dispute. But even more 
shocking was my first encounter 
with the young Setting agent. He 
asked whether 1 wanted to sell and 
so I asked him to come up with a fig- 
ure. He offered me a great deal less 
than I knew it was worth, saying he 
wanted to buy it for himself and went 
on about having a new baby. It 
breaks every rule in the book, but 
when I complained to the firm I 
never even got a reply.” 





‘Surety the consumer is entitled to some form of protection' 


lanTbrmnce 












Hot Spot 

TOOTING, SOUTH LONDON 


Tooting: the popular front 


THREE TO VIEW 

CORNERING THE MARKET - 


S ubtlety Is not Tooting's 
strong point Not only 
does this south-London 
area have more than 
its fair share of ceme- 
teries and hospitals, but 
each of its two large 
hospitals has an adjacent cemetery so 
dose as to seem part of the medical 
facility itself. This does not exactly 
inspire confidence. 

There are Too tings galore. Near 
Upper Tooting is Tboting Bee, followed 
by Tooting Broadway, both of which are 
on the Underground and both of which 
are south of Balham in roughly half- 
mile increments. Rather south is 
Tooting Graveney, which sounds like 
more hospital-cemetery shenanigans 
but is actually a family name. If you 
want a Tooting in its pure, unmodified 
state, you’ll have to hang round the 
railway station at the southern bound- 
ary of the area. 

Tooting is surrounded by pricey 
neighbours which, these days, in- 
cludes EarlsGeld as well as the usual 
suspects, Wandsworth, Clapham, Bal- 
ham and Wimbledon. Tboting is at- 
tracting overspill from these areas, in 
addition to buoyant local demand. 

'•Tboting is much cheaper than 
Balham." says Dorian Black of Peter- 
man estate agents. “Investors are 
attracted because the Tube brings in 
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rental tenants. St Geoxg;e’s is a teach- 
ing hospital for nurses as well as doc- 
tors, so there are many non-local 
people, including foreigners, who live 
here temporarily." 

Period properties on quiet roads 
surround a bustling high street' “We 
have an extremely bu^y shopping 
centre at Tboting Broadway, several 
indoor markets with street traders, a 
Marks & Spencer and all the multiples 
too, such as Woolies and Dixons," says 
Mr Black. 

His views are echoed by Robert 
Trayof Kmleigh, Fo Heard & Hayward: 
“Tboting is affordable, is getting a new 
shopping centre as well as a much- 
needed supermarket and is on the 
Underground. Parking is a problem, 
although a new red -route system will 


undoubtedly be of benefit to locals." 

According to Mr Black: •'The pri- 
mary schools here are good, the sec- 
ondaries are fantastic in Tboting Bee, 
and there are several preparatory and 
private schools comprising two or 
three houses which have been 
knocked together. And Graveney is 
good for primary schools." 

For good value, Mr Black recom- 
mends “the area on and around Fran- 
ciscan Road. It is very close to 
everything, and the houses are bigger 
and better kept." 

If money is tight, he suggests an ex- 
council flat: There are some local au- 
thority blocks along Garrett Lane 
and also on Tboting High Street They 
are pretty grim in architecture. 

The walkways are on the outside, 
for example, but the council has re- 
cently done a lot to improve them. 

Many of them have been bought pri- 
vately. but on certain blocks a major- 
ity are still owned by the council. The 
private owners bought their flats with 
the sole purpose of letting them ouL" 

Tooting is "not trendy yet - but it 
will be." says Mr Black, confidently. 

“TVe handle commercial as well as 
residential property, and we are now 
getting enquiries about wine bars. 

Ethnically. Tboting is a bit like the 
United Nations." 

Robert Liebman Tooting: ‘Not trendy yet, bnt it will be 





CORNERWAVS, near 
Wickham Market in 
Suffolk, was built in the 
1930s, but has been 
extended and 

refurbished to include 

a large indoor 
swimming pool and a 

coast eight mfles away. 

The ave-bedroom house stands in an acre of 
grorads which include a double garage with dovecote 
Sore! courlyarf. orchard and fenced dnldreifs play 

ar pftJmth^3ft^&ion hall doors lead to the 
draXg room with wood flooring, diningroom, 
sSond Sitting room and an 18ft 6ms by m.Sms tatchen 

with hand-parted Shaker-style units and a double oven. 
Ag£ The station to London is at dm 

tthas a guide price of £295,000. Ring Abbotts for details 
on 01473 280645. ■ . 5 
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CORNER COTTAGE in 
Plush, two miles from 

Piddletrenthide, 

Dorset, is Grade D 
listed. Renovated six 

years ago, the cottage . 

was rethatched in 1997 
and had new central 

heating installed last . 

year. The three-bedroom house, near the popular ^ . v 
village pub the Brace of Pheasants, has large_gaj^ns'-y : 
to the south, bounded by a flint and stone walLiwitfr ;. , _ 
roses, clematis and jasmine. It has a large x 
Mtchen /diniflg room with beech worktops andquarry- 
tiled floor. The sitting room has a brick fireplace with 
wood burner; and a beamed ceiling. There’s a study big - 
enough to use as a playroom, downstairs shower room :• ; 
and upstairs bathroom. Priced at £175,000, details, are ...: 
available from Symonds & Sampson, 01305 265051 . 



THE LOW-DOWN 


Prices: One- or two-bed ex-council 
flats are available for £40-£55,000; 
three bedrooms for £60,000. One- 
bedroom conversions sell for 
£70,000. and two-bedrooms go for 
£80-£90,QQ0. 

Houses are priced between 
£100,000 and £140,000 but can go 
higher - much higher - for larger 
properties or proximity to 
Wandsworth or the Heaver Estate, 
east of Balham High Road. The 
area also contains large, purpose- 
built period maisonettes. 


A Hospital too Far Fairview's 
Heritage Park is rising on the site 
of the area's third major medical 
institution, the former Tooting Bee 
Hospital, across from the two 
commons (Tooting Bee and 
Tooting Graveney). One- two- and 
three-bedroom flats and town 
houses are being built and, if 
central government concurs, a 
complex of 800 residential units 
will result Four-bedroom, three- 
storey town houses are currently 
available from £217,000. One- 


bedroom flats will follow shortly. 
New Barrett and other nearly-new 
properties also adorn an area that 
mostly comprises three- bedroom 
Victorian and Edwardian houses. 
Barrett's town houses (three 
bedroomsfoathrooms/storevsi 
start at £290,000. 

Little and Large: “If you get a 
garden larger than 25 feet you are 
doing very' welt" says Folkards 
Tray. However, John D Wood 
estate agents are selling a five- 
bedroom. four-reception Victorian 


villa with a 149-foot garden and an 
£850,000 price tag on Brodrick 
Road. These roads near 
Wandsworth Common have wider 
thoroughfares and larger gardens. 
Transport: Northern Line (zone 3> 
serves the City and West End. 
Thameslink (Tooting) serves 
Blackfriars and Kings Cross, and 
connects to the Bakerioo Line at 
Elephant & Castle. Many bus lines. 
Council Tax: The council is 
Wandsworth, and Band D is £370. 
Local Amenities: Shops include 


Kostatmo's hand-made shoes, the 
Sugar Art Centre < cake-making), 
and George King Metals. 

Bespoke flip-flops? The parks 
offer tennis, bowling and the 
Tooting Bee Lido, London's largest 
outdoor swimming pool 
Estate Agents and Developers: 
Barrett South London, 0181-647 
9699; Fhirview, 0181-682 0561; John 
D Wood 0181-871 3033; Kinleigh 
Folkard & Hayward. 0181-767 1400; 
Peterman. 0181-673 8881; Rolfe 
East, 0181-682 2255. 


from Swindon and 58 
minutes by rail to 
London's Paddington. 

Its secluded gardens 
are all to the rear, 

designed in a Mediterranean style with classical - / . - 
fountain, Ionic pillars and small flower beds. The three?,; 
bedroom house has a 23ft 8in by 13ft 3in sitting room . yfe 
overlooking the River Churn and French windows j- 
leading to the gardens. There is a dining room anda 
kitchen fitted with AEG and Hygena appliances. The 1 
double garage has a boarded loft. Priced at £220,000,^ 
details are available from Hamptons on 01285 654535. 

Rosalind Russell 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 


PROPERTY: RESIDENTIAL 


London Property 


London Property 




East Anglia 
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The Glass Building 


designed by Piers Gough of CZWG 


The most dramatic new residential 
development in London 


The Glass Building was recent!)' described by The Times 
as "remarkable". 

The building is an unique example of modem 
architecture, with 25 vast, light filled loft apartments and 
secure car parking. 

The penthouses are available as shells. 

While most of the other apartments are folly fitted out 
and ready to move into. 

With interiors every bit as dramatic as the building - 
huge open spaces, curved walls, timber strip floors, stainless 
steel kitchens and more. 

All in the heart of Camden Town, at prices from 
£225,000 to £350,000. 

To see the show loft apartment please phone 
David Rosen on 01 71 -186 5256. 



SELLING YOUR PROPERTY? THIS c REE . Ahhatta M aaoelua colour 
ADVERT WOULD ONLY COST 

YOU CS6.«0 (INCL VAT) FOB a 

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY. KToMW ^MDOO TbI 
INTERESTED? CALL THE PROP- E50g0TO - 

ERTY TEAM ON 0171 2R3730Z OIZW 7KW2K 


Wanted 


""" dpi 


Wanted I 


LAND/SITES - without Planning 
Permission but with possible development 
potential. Preferably in or on the edge of 
vrllage/town/cfty locations in Cheshire & North 
West (but all areas within the UK considered). 
We are prepared to cake all the costs & rate in 
obtaining permission. Our planning consultants 
are experts. We are interested in any land, from 
small parcels to significant acreage. 
Brownfield, difficult, nuisance, problem, redundant 
& bad neighbour sites all considered. 

We am particularly interested in land that either has 
no planning history or where planning consent has 
been refused - or where a permission may be enhanced. 


PLEASE FORWARD LOCATION PLANS & ANY PLANNING 
HISTORY DETAILS (WITHOUT OBLIGATION.) TO: 


> 

GOLDFINCH 

Land Brokers & Planning Promotion 


Goldfinch (Projects) Ltd.. 

Boon, Wes Road . Woarorham. Chcstwe CWB 3HH 
TH; 01 928 787800 Fax: 01606 654*13 
Web. tacptfwww nwn«rtoo.i*>Titjmc^finch htm 
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Services 


self building? 

renovating? 
converting? extending? 

...you'll need an 
ASBA architect 


North of the River 


fitzjamesave 

W 14 

Spacious Luxurious 3/4 
Bedroom Flat Double , 2 
Uadi rooms Lift/Poner, 
Funushedri-I/iJuiTiishrd 
TMX3 pw Td 017 1 
9000 

'-jl)#globalna .ox uk 


Surrey 


[iVn^i*ilI;l;U'i 


S hed U/F house, 3 talb, 
3 rccep. fined kitchen, 
utility room, conservatory. 

large garden, double 
garage. Near (own. station 
and Gatwick. £2400 pent. 
Phone: Martin & Co 
01293 406161 


Sussex 


Eastbourne 



Ireland 


FOR SALE v 

COUNTY LOUTH, IRELAND 
18 HOLE GOLF COURSE - PAR 72 - 6,400 YARDS 

ON APPROXIMATELY 100 ACRES OF LAND - 
WITH CHARMIN G COU NTRY RESIDENCE / 
TOGETHER WITH •’ 

CLUBHOUSE, RESTAURANT, BAR 


tills pay and play coupe is afTiliaia) ia itu; GoUmg LTnkia ofliWand 
sutd Mas designed (7 inicmaiinoally renowned Atvtukxas'uDiTiui 
ciunmiuidir\f <p«MaaUar view; of Cbimirysdc ■ . 

Swiciv Oaiinps cue red for. Green Rms eic. 


AL 01 (Viieau.il devclopaieni for «cl£ caierinii etc 
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To Let 


SELLING YOUR PROPERTY} THIS 
ADVERT WOULD ONLY COST 
YOU C$5.40 (INCL. VAT) FOR 
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 
INTERESTED! CALL THE PROP- 
Etrnr team on (jin aw 230? 
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ESTABLISHED ON THE COSTA 
BLANCA FOR MORE THAN 30 YEARS! 



South of Alicante New completed 
apartments fully furnished, dose to the 
sea and amenities. 

2 beds £25,000 3 beds £27,000 
2 bed bungalows £29,000 
North of Alicante 2 bed townhouse 
nitty furnished, roof terrace and garden, 
close to the sea and shops etc. £27,000 


WRIGHTS 0171 404 0548 

40 DOUGHTY STREET LONDON WC1 



CEPHALONIA • GREECE 


• • • 



: Stylish studios, apartments and luxury villas for sale :: 

c Superb facilities include swimming pool and tennis court 
T Unsurpassed quality .. v 

- Prices start from only £39,000 


PHONE NOW FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE 


Sdlinc Agent: Brian A. French A SH ,eiate S ..(i Fleet Rond. London .W.1 LMJ5?| 

Tel: 0171 284 0114 • Fax: 0171 424 9144 
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It is one of the great icons of nature, the navel 


of a continent. It is also the centre of a 


global industry with its own hotels and airport. 


As geological features go, it has immense 


raw talent. And like all places of significance, 


Ayers Rock has a side no one wants to see 


By Thomas Sutcliffe 
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J ust outside the village of Bentham 
in Yorkshire there is a large rock - 
a rough mass some 12 feet high and 
deeply seamed, like a lump of Plas- 
ticine hastily balled-up and left aban- 
doned on the moors. It is a tourist 
sight, this rock. We know it must be 
because a photograph of it features 
on the cover of the Bentham Tburist 
Information Centre leaflet, taking precedence over 
pdures (rf Bentham Golf Course or the view of Main 
Street or a sunlit bend of the local river It is, you 
curt help feeling s brave attempt to muster a dis- 
tinguishing landmark. But on the international scale 
of monolith celebrity, this ofcject barefy registers. 
Just enough people visit it to keep a feint path 
marked out through the m oor and, once there, they 
dowhat people do with big, isolated hnnps of rock. 
They walkroundit snatch toeirmitials an its flanks, 
or rfimh it to look down on the. tussocky ordinari- 
ness it interrupts - in this case, by a set of small 
steps chipped into the stone. Its gravitational pull 
is pretty meagre, to be honest - strong enough to 
overcome the inertia of an empty afternoon, per- 
haps, or to pin down the untethered end of a Sun- 


day walk - but the stone's sphere of influence is 
strictly limited. 

Imagine it 100 tones higher, though, and one and 
a half miles in length. Then take away the scenic 
competition - the ledged shoulder of Ingleborough 
in the cEstance and the rise and fall of the fells around 
it Set it, massive and inexplicably detached, in a 
sea of sand and scrub, and you may well find that 
it needs an airport all of its own to process its pil- 
grims. We know this, too, because geology has per- 
formed the experiment already’ in- the Northern 
Territory of Australia, the location of the world's best- 
selling monolith, Ayers Rock (or Uluru if you wish 
to be correct), an international superstar beside Ben- 
tham’s modest pebble. 

The difference between these two stones isn't sim- 
ply one of quantity. Bentham's big stone is proba- 
bly a glacial erratic, part of the geological litter left 
by the last ice age; Australia’s is what geologists call 
an inseiberg, its famous profile only the protruding 
tip of a vast upended plate of arkosic sandstone em- 
bedded in the desert Bentham's rock offers no light 
effects to compare with Uluru's rosy glow, that rusty 
weathering which plays variations with sunrise and 
sunset for the benefit of a marshalled audience of 


tourists, whose massed coaches bring a little bit of 
Watford Gap to the .Australian outback. But they have 
things in common too. Both are marked by the signs 
of human adoption, whether it is a crude flight of 
steps or the feint trail up one flank of Uluru, pol- 
ished by countless trainers. Both also have stories 
snagged around their bulk - Uluru's net of Aboriginal 
tales and a kind of Celtic Dreaming in the case of 
the Bentham stone, involving a nasty stone-throw- 
ing incident between Irish and Cumbrian giants. 

Above all they both have a kinship in sticking out 
of the landscape, and that very distant eousinship 
prompts the question of whether Uluru's appeal isn't 
simply an enormously magnified version of the idle 
curiosity and speculation that play around any 
anomaly - perhaps Aboriginal reverence and mass 
tourism are not irreconcilable opposites, 
just different expressions of the same shared 
human instinct 

Uluru had to wait patiently for its global celebri - 
ty. Sure, it played big locally for several thousand 
years, if we’re to believe the respectful recountings 
of tribal lore offered by the guides who administer 
the touristic sacraments. But even then there arc 
grounds for doubts about the range of its fame. CP 
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Mountford. one of the early authorities of the rock, 
made an ethnological visit shortly before the Sec- 
ond World War. hoping to fix the skein of Aborigi- 
nal stories told about the site. He had some 
difficulty in finding a reliable guide: a man from Ern- 
a bell a. a mission station a little over 100 miles from 
Uluru, was proposed for the job but turned out never 
to have visited the place. And even when Mount- 
ford found a local, the tales he gathered turned out 
to be less than reliable, bent out of true by the need 
to conceal and the desire to please. 

The raw talent of the thing itself was there from 
the very beginning, of course: ‘The most wonder- 
ful natural feature I have ever seen,” wrote William 
Christie Gosse, the first white man to get dose to 
it. and those who followed him echoed his marvel- 
ling - their awe amplified by a kind of gulping re- 
lief at finally having something on which they could 
fix their vision, after that apparently endless mo- 
notony of dunes and spinifex. But it took canny man- 
agement to recognise its mass-market potential that 
this was an object that could cross over from 
exploration to tourism. Len who covered what 

may have been the most extended postal route in 
history - from Darwin to .Alice Springs - saw the 
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possibilities of taking tourists to the rock just after 
the war. but the state tourism agency didn't share 
his vision. Who. after alL would travel two days in 
considerable discomfort to look at a big rock? 
Only those, surely, for whom toe discomfort was the 
point and the rock simply’ a way of setting some 
limit to it, of having a rewarding point at which to 
say “enough". 

But Ttiitt was right in his intuition and slow ad- 
vances by road, painstakingly pushed through the 
sand dunes with a grader, coincided with toe be- 
ginning of an airborne invasion from Alice Springs. 
Eddie ConneUan , a local flyer first landed next to 
the rod: in 1938. began regular services 20 years 
later and was a guest of honour when the airport 
named after him land constructed with private 
funds) was opened in 1962. This was the true end 
of the rock’s isolation, the end of its brief life as a 
febled curiosity and the beginning of its career as 
a national navel stone - in its way as carefully en- 
gineered a cultural construct as the Sydney Har- 
bour Bridge. 

In his book about Uluru, The Rock, Barry Hill 
quotes the reactions of one of the last men to visit 
Continued on page 2 
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Serbs in Britain 


Sir There are several 
thousand Serbs living in 
Britain, and some of them 
have been mounting a protest 
against the Nato bombing 
outside Downing Street That 
is natural enough. Their 
country is under attack, and 
their friends and relatives are 
in possible danger. And in this 
country, protests against 
government policies are 
generally permitted. 

But do the Serbs in Britain 
understand why their country 
is under attack? I have yet to 
bear or read a single 
statement from any Serb 
which suggests that they do. 

And do any of them oppose 
and condemn what their 
countrymen, under the 
guidance of the regime in 
Belgrade, are doing to the 
Albanians of Kosovo? Unlike 
their compatriots at home, 
they have ample opportunity 
to learn from the media what 
is happening. Do they not 
believe what they can see and 
hear of executions, massacres 
and the mass expulsion of 
people from their homes and 
their land? 

If they do not we must 
conclude that the parallel with 
so many Germans in World 
War Two, who simply refused 
to believe what they heard 
about the fete of the European 
Jews, is all too close. 
ANTHONY ARB LASTETR 
Sheffield 


Sir. Rupert Cornwell's 
analysis of the problems 
inherent in an assault on 
Serbia by Nato ground forces 
(9 April) leaves us with 
another alternative: to arm 
and, as necessary train the 
KLA from bases in Albania. 

They might not be ideal 
proteges, but if the air war by 
itself does not achieve its 
objective, this could be the 
least bad solution. We should 
remember that the defeat of 
the Bosnian Serbs in 1995 was 
brought about not by Nato air 
attacks alone, but by rearmed 
local forces, mainly Croatian. 

In any case, the air war can 
be continued, but with the aim 
of supporting KLA operations 
in Kosovo, rather than laying 
waste more and more of 
Serbia’s infrastructure. Of 
course, the end result would 
be independence for Kosovo, 
rather than just autonomy 
within Serbia; but the 
Rambouillet terms are surety 
obsolete now anyway. 
MICHAEL LAIRD 
Havant, Hampshire 



Trial by TV 


Care over drugs 


Sin The Nato propaganda 
machine assures us that there 
is now a majority in Europe in 
favour of the continued 
bombing of Serbia and 
Kosovo. WelL they would, 
wouldn't they? I missed out on 
this particular referendum 
and would like to make it very 
clear there is a minority of at 
least one. 

The bombing aided and 
abetted President Milosevic 
in the immediate and brutal 
displacement of hundreds of 
thousands of his people, who 
but for the Nato action would 
still be in the frown homes, 
albeit under dire threat but 
still with hope. There are 
always alternatives to brute 
force, but Nato chose aerial 
bombardment, so sadly 
reminiscent of the worst 
excesses of the many wars 
that distinguish our century. 

Bomber Harris earned his 
unlovely sobriquet for 
supporting the destruction of 
Dresden to curtail the Second 
World War in Europe, a policy 
of arguable efficacy. Are we 
now to have Bomber Blair 
leading us into a Third World 
Wan to the resounding strains 
of “Onward Christian 
Soldiers'* perhaps? 

STEPHEN GOLDBY 
Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk 


Sir JefF Anderson, the editor 
of Ibnight, offers us a self- 
contradictory statement in 
trying to justify the televised 
interviews of the suspects in 
the Stephen Lawrence case 
r Lawrences object to TV 
interview", 8 April). It is 
important to scrutinise Mr 
Anderson's flawed reasoning 
now that the programme has 
been broadcast and has, in the 
view of many, been seen to 
have failed to advance the 
cause of justice in any way. 

Mr Anderson said: “The 
programme includes 
significant new material 
which may open new avenues 
of inquiry for the police. 
However, we are confident it 
will not prejudice any possible 
future prosecution of the five 
suspects." The programme, 
however, was heavily edited 
and openly hostile to the 
interviewees. If ~ significant 
new material "was introduced 
(and that is arguable >. the fact 
that it was delivered to us as 
part of a hostile, indignant 
journalistic case is obviously 
prejudicial to any new trial 
based on the new material. 

Fbr the programme- 
makers to have treated the 
wishes of the Lawrences and 
their friends and lawyers with 
such cold contempt in a bid for 
some first-night headline- 
catching is simplv shameful. 
Dr GARY SLAPPER 
The Law Programme 
The Open University 
Milton Keynes 


Sir The American experience 
may show that 
advertisements aimed 
directly at consumers are a 
highly effective way of 
stimulating demand, but 
there is little evidence to 
support claims that the 
overall health of the nation 
has also improved (“Drug 
firms demand right to 
advertise", 8 April). Indeed, 64 
per cent of doctors in an 
American survey said they 
would like to see the practice 
decrease or be abolished. 

With regard to the 
argument that advertising 
increases awareness and 
detection of disease, one has to 
ask if this could not be better 
achieved through independent 
public health campaigns. 

Before we go any further 
down the road toward direct - 
lo-consumer advertising, we 
need to ask ourselves whether 
medicines are Eke 
commodities. When 
advertising persuades us that 
we want or need most 
consumer products, ire can 
usually weigh up the value we 
place on them relative to our 
priorities, with price as the 
moderator. Not only do 
European consumers not pay 
for the real cost of medicines 
(a civilised and equitable 
component of the NHS>, but 
they are notin a position to 
make an informed choice 
about what to consume. 

A fell and proper public 
debate is essential before we 


slide into a situation where 
the drugs industry has direct 
and unmanaged links with 
consumers. 

NICK STACE 
Consumers’ Association 
London NWl 


Divided Cyprus 


Sir. Mr Paul Hamflos (letter 
April 5) has the facts on 
Cyprus back to front The 
problem did not begin in 1974 - 
it was ethnic cleansing of the 
Turkish Cypriots by Greek 
Cypriots 1963-74 which created 
the present state of affairs. 

Sir Alec Douglas-Home 
wrote in his memoirs, “I was 
convinced that if Makarios 
could not bring himself to 
treat the TUrldsh Cypriots as 
human beings, he was inviting 
the invasion and partition of 
the island.” 

The American Under- 
secretary of State, George 
Ball, said, “Makarios’s central 
interest was to block off 
Turkish Intervention so that 
he and his Greek Cypriots 
could go on happily 
massacring Turkish Cypriots. 
Obviously we would never 
permit that.” The fact is. 
however, that neither the US, 
the UK the UN, nor anyone, 
other than Turkey, ever took 
effective action to prevent it 
As for the Greek Cypriot 
missing persons, the evidence 
of the Greek Orthodox priests 
who buried them is that 
almost all of them were killed 
in the mayhem which Greek 


Squirrel entente 


Sir. Your “man in the 
undergrowth” is right to point 
out that the red and grey 
squirrels sharing a home at 
Stormont Castle are not likely 
to be found sharing a peanut 
or building a nest together 
(Pandora, 9 April) . Their 
behaviour may not provide a 
blueprint for peace in 
Northern Ireland but, luckily 
for the threatened red 
squirrel, the whole story 
amounts to much more than a 
cute allegory for the 
province's political troubles. 

Red squirrels have 
occupied the grounds of 
Stormont Castle probably for 
centuries and, when the grey 
squirrels started to arrive just 
a few years ago, their fate 
should have been sealed. 

Once grey squirrels arrive on 

the scene, the reds can be 


expected to die off within 
about IG years. 

Stormont’s red squirrels' 
have survived with the help <rf 
special red-onfy feeders that 
provide enough extra food to . 
stop them succumbin g to th e 
competition from the greys. 
These were provided by the 
Ulster Wildlife liust and 
Northern Ireland's 
Environment and Heritage 
Service. The groundsmen of 
Stormont Castle alerted the , 
Wildlife Trust to the problem 
in the first place and now 
maintain the feeders. By 
working together; these . : 

three groups have saved the 
red squirrels. 

The red squirrel is 
threatened with extinction in 
the UK and it can only be 
saved if government, . ' 

conservationists, landowners 
and the public can work 
together. What has happened: 
in Stormont gives us hope 
because it shows us that co- . 
operation is not an impossible 
task. Co-operation at 
Stormont - that sounds tike 
the start of anoth er allegory. 
HELEN BAKER 
The Wtldlife Trusts 
London SWl 


Business surveys 


Sir: Nick Herbert of Business 
for Sterling accuses the CBI, 
not for the first time, of having 
ruled out a “completely 
random survey of business" - 
last year (Right of Reply, 9 
AprCD. This is quite untrue. 

The decision we reached 
last summer was twofold. Rrstr 
to encourage The Frnancial 
Times to conduct a completely 
random survey ofbusiness cmd 
to accept their results as a - 
good measure of opinion when . 
they came out And second; to 
focus the CBI Survey, as 
before, on CBI members, thus 
allowing comparison with 
previous surveys. 

This would be made quite 
clear from the minutes 
which Mr Herbert quotes, if 
he would only cease 
quoting one sentence out of 
context of the sentence . .. 
immediatdyfollowing. 

ADAIR TURNER 
CBI Director-General 
London WCl 


IN BRIEF 


Cypriots unleased upon each 
other before the Turkish army- 
had even landed. 

It is time the world 
recognised that we the 
Thrirish Cypriots are entitled 
to live in peace in our own 
state, and stopped treating 
the Greek Cypriots, despite 
the atrocities they 
committed, as if they were the 
lawful government of the 
whole island. 

HAKKI MUFTUZADE 
London Representative, 
Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus 
LcmdonWCl 


Sir. Joanna Waller (letter, 

8 April) wonders why atheists 
like me spend so much time 
discussing religion. It is 
because aspects of it continue 
to force themselves into our 
lives: from enforced religious 
holidays, to enforced slots on 
public radio, to enforced 
bishops in the enforced House 
of Lords, to those enforced 
infernal church bells.. .. 

Need I go on? 

RICHARD GUISE 
Member, NaJional Secular 
Society 

Draycott, Derbyshire 


Sir So, it’s officiaL Mobile 
phones make you smarter 
(“Mobiles ’speed reaction 
time’,” 8 April;. 

Not the buffoons who use 
the damned tilings on the 
trains I travel on, they don’t. 
BARRY UNTON 
Reading, Berkshire 


New Europe 


IN AN article concerning 
the euro by Diane Coyle 
published on 8 April, we re- 
ported that New Europe, an 
organisation chaired by 
Lord Owen, was funded by 
Rupert Murdoch. We have 
been asked to make it clear 
that New Europe has never 
received and does not re- 
ceive, directly or indirectly, 
any funding from Mr Mur- 
doch or any of his busi- 
nesses. We apologise for 
the mistake. 


The Rock 


Continued from page 1 
it before its most recent metamorphosis. 
Arthur Groom went the hard way - cross- 
country by camel and, when be finally 
readied the rock, he recorded his senti- 
ments. as all travellers did: “I felt like an 
ant at the door of a cathedral.” he wrote. 
That struck a note of religiose humility 
which was to be repeated countless times, 
whether in the formal speeches of politi- 
cians cTt is part of the spiritual heart of 
Australia,” said the Governor-General 
when he banded the rock back to its 
native owners in 1985) or. in the piety of 
tourists who choose not to climb on what 
they accept as Aboriginal sacred ground, 
and who can carry off a souvenir T-shirt 


(“I didn't climb Ayers RockT to mark their 
sacrifice to the gods of uneasy white 
conscience. 

There’s no particular grounds to doubt 
Groom’s sincerity, but it's hard not to won- 
der whether there might also have been 
a thin fibre of disappointment stuck there 
in the teeth of his achievement. Did it folly 
meet those huge expectations? Or did be 
wonder what to do with his pent-up antic- 
ipation once he was there? 

These days, of course, the visitor has al- 
ready been countless times already, by 
means of that vast profusion of virtually 
identical photographs - so many now that 
they would probably form a pile as large 
as tiie rock itself. And where the pioneers 
strained to catch their first glimpse of this 
fabled spoL tourists may find themselves 
straining not Lo see it too soon, from an 
angle or a distance that won’t match the 
mental template. Because the rock does 


have a wrong angle, or rather an invisible 
one. Like a. famous screen actress with 
photo approval it is almost always pho- 
tographed from the same side, where the 
light falls most flatteringly and its features 
are most nearly symmetrical. 

And this is one to its cultural triumph 

over its dosest rival the nearby formation 
called Kata Tjuta or the Olgas - an aston- 
ishing congregation of vast monolithic 
humps, which rise out of the desert like a 
child's drawing of mountains, plumply 
curved and featureless. 

“Mount Olga is the more wonderful and 
grotesque,” wrote Ernest Giles, the sec- 
ond white man to reach the spot, “Mount 
Ayers the more ancient and sublime." He 
was right - Uluru’s simplicity of line and 
its setting on a dean horizon give it on ar- 
chitectural qualify, a sense of enigmatic, 
consciously shaped presence which the 
Olgas wSl never have. Uluru looks like an 


altar stone for some forgotten celebration, 
an answer to the human need for a hand- 
hold in the midst of vacancy. As an 
anchoring point it is unsurpassable, 
whether it is a cartographer’s triangulat- 
ed net of measurements you want to fix, 
ora mythology of ovation, ora seven-night 
Red Centre coach trip. 

Sublimity can be a problematic product 
for the modern tourist though. I overheard 
a bored flock of American travellers gath- 
ered round the pool at the Sails in the 
Desert Hotel a discordant echo of the pink 
galahs which range themselves along the 
canopies to drink from this chlorinated 
oasis: “We've done the sunset, the sunrise 
and the camel ride.” said a New York ma- 
tron. “AH I want to (mow now is how to get 
out of this place." 

It was a whine of claustrophobia in a 
place that is an agoraphobic's nightmare 
- but it wasn’t entirely preposterous. 


The Ayers Rock Resort (brand recognition 
lakes precedence over cultural deference 
when it comes to commerce) exists only 
because of the rock - and yet the rock is 
impervious to the average tourist's demand 
for novelty. What it does best is doing 
nothing at all - for all the faintly strained 
ballyhoo about colour changes and sunrise 
viewings. 

Launching a new marketing push in 
Australia last month, the resort manage- 
ment acknowledged the problem - "‘Hot, 
dry and dusfy; with nothing to do but climb 
the rock and go home’ is the general per- 
ception of Ayers Rock Resort", conceded 
the first line of their pitch. They have some 
cause to be anxious because visits to the 
Northern Territory have been declining in 
recent years. Uluru itself may buck the 
trend - at the last count over half a million 
people visit every year - but if it doesn't it 
won’t be for want of effort on the part of 


the resort management who have now 
identified a “mind, body and spirit” strat- 
egy to appeal to new customers. Climb the 
rock, learn about its associated rqyths and 
then commune with its immemorial mys- 
teries champagne glass in one hand to 
«ck-start your enervated powers of prim- 
itive awe. It is a strategy in which the de- 
inands of modern tourism and ancient 
reverence begin to approach each othen 
assisted by the supermarket-trolley belief 
systems of New Age qu esters. 

Uluru provides one answer to the co- 
nundrum of how you “do" the void - that 
vast, indifferent mass proving equally re* 
to almost any urge visited against 
from Aboriginal dreaming to the mod- 
em songlines of international tourism. If 
>T»u can't get to Australia though, txy Ben- 
team. because however modest its version 
w monolithic pleasures, they are essentially 
the same. 
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The soccer business 
has returned to a 
level playing field 


IT SEEMED to be expecting too much of this Govern- 
ment to stand up to Rupert Murdoch, the “billionaire 
tyrant” as he described himself on The Simpsons , part 
of his own Fox TV empire. Even this newspaper fell prey 
to cynicism when, in the Budget last month, the Chan- 
cellor announced that decisions on competition policy 
would in future be contracted out to an independent com- 
mission. It seemed that this was a device - a welcome 
one, but a device none the less - £0 take sensitive deci- 
sions on takeovers out of the hands of politicians. Just 
as an independent Bank of England absolves Gordon 
Brown of responsibility for unpopular interest-rate deci- 
sions, so an independent Competition Commission will 
in future excuse Stephen Byers from having to upset New 
Labour’s business friends. 

In the meantime, so the uncharitable thought ran, Mr 
Byers would let the Murdoch bid for Manchester United 
through in return for a series of worthless promises not 
to use a bridgehead in the Premier League to g ain an 
unfair advantage for BSkyB. 

We are delighted and relieved to admit that we were 
wrong. The Labour Government’s posture of defensive 
cringe towards Mr Murdoch's cheap press interests has, 
at a stroke, been replaced by the confident stance of 
squaring up to a bully. This is no mere side-issue of the 
Government's self-respect: the policy of cringe was not 
even in Labour's own interest, and it was certainly not 
in the country’s interest 

The Monopolies and Mergers Commission verdict 
that the BSkyB takeover would have been against the 
public interest was right It was not a straightforward 
judgement - the idea of fair competition in the crazy eco- 
nomics of sport is a peculiar one. Even in America, land 
of the free market and home of the brave capitalist the 
multi-billion industries of baseball football and basket- 
ball are run by cartels enjoying special exemptions 
from competition law. 

At one level sport is simply a branch of the enter- 
tainment industry, and should be treated in the same way 
as the movies, television and ten-pin bowling. In this coun- 
try, if you do not think you are getting a good show for 
your money from BSfyB, or from going to see a live foot- 
ball match, then you can go to see Shakespeare In Love 
or go bowling instead. 

But soccer is not -yet -a show put on by a single com- 
pany for consumers to choose freely in the marketplace. 
It is a sport which grew organically from thousands of 
local teams, sustained by the loyalties of millions of sup- 
porters. Even Man Utd began as Newton Heath, a local 
railway works' team. Fbr one company to cream off the 
value made possible by these local loyalties would be 
oppressive. But it would also be counter-productive 
from the point of view of economics. If soccer is to thrive 
as a business, it must thrive as a sport, which requires 
it to nourish its roots and to pay attention to the non- 
commercial loyalties of the fans. That is why the flog- 
ging of Ryan Giggs shirts for a small fortune is a 
short-sighted business practice. 

Nor are individual dubs genuinely competitive cor- 
porations operating in a free market Their product is 
the game; a game requires two teams; and repeat 
purchases require a series of games which need to be 
organised, and a winner declared according to the rules 



of sport rather than the rules of the market. 

Man Utd, as the Coca-Cola of soccer, being the world- 
wide brand leader, is already dose to achieving such a 
dominance of the Premiership that it could result in the 
entire competition being rendered both boring and 
pointless. That would not be good for business. 

Even as a business, however, soccer is much more 
complex than that because the value of the game lies in 
its television rights, which means that the loyalties that 
are generated in one - apparently competitive - market 
can be used as leverage in order to prop up a dominant 
position in another market. That was Mr Murdoch’s 
strategy: to use sport as a lever to maintain his domi- 
nance in pay-TV, which in turn cross-reinforces his 
dominant position in newspapers (which is where we 
declare an interest). 


He wanted to buy Man Utd as an insurance policy. His 
near-monopoly of televised football is threatened from 
two different directions. First, the Office of Fair Trading 
is still investigating the Premiership cartel If it condudes 
that it operates against the public interest, BSkyB’s deal 
to broadcast Premiership games is off. Secondly, digital 
technology gives other broadcasters the means to 
charge people for watching television, which means 
they can match the huge amounts BSkyB can offer for 
the television rights to Premier League games. 

The decision by the MMC and Mr Byers means that 
when the rights come up for renegotiation, Mr Murdoch 
will be competing on something resembling a level play- 
ing field. That is good for English football. Just as 
important, it is good for a diverse, competitive and 
plural media in this country. 
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The familiar diatribe of war 
zones, from Rwanda to Belfast 


% "if 

JOSl 


c \ir, ;Y 


i Nevtf Europe 

l . ..,-j liP 

i 

; ** -• • ' - 1 

j . ir_ I-"- -— ■ jeC' 

f "Zr##* 

i -.ic: 

: • irv vjtf 

: C« : ‘- - . . „ 

■ ..jisP' 

; T-J r .r 


I WAS coming out of the Continental 
Hotel when the sound of the explosion 
rolled over the mountain. “Boom 
boom Nato,” shouted the taxi driven 
The tremor had distracted him from 
the important question of what fare I 
should pay. With hundreds of jour- 
nalists in town, the predatory in- 
stincts of Skopje's taxi-men are 
rampant All journeys involve a pro- 
tracted haggle, but my driver had been 
unnerved by what he imagined were 
the sounds of war across the border 
and he wanted to talk politics. “CHn- 
.. Jiton bloody crazy. Milosevic bloody 
“crazy. Everybody crazy;” he said. I had 
to agree. After three days in Mace- 
donia I feel I have altered a narrative 
of the most profound strangeness. It 
is three hours from En gland as the 
crow flies and, as I write, the same 
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Skopja But in 15 years of reporting 
from war zones I have never frit the 
same degree of strangeness, thefed- 
ing of a world turned upside down. 

Ybu start out at the Swissair desk 
at Heathrow airport, and stand in fine 
behind the people heading for riding 
holidays in the Alps. There are bright 
clothes ami there is a lot of laughter: 
There are many businessmen in the 
queue. Serious men in fine suits trav- 
elling to Geneva and Zurich. One of 
them is talking on a mobile phone and 
stops his conversation abruptly as my 
flak jacket and helmet roll topple 
from the trolley and clank on to the 
floor But apart from this brief upset 
it is a normal morning in Europe. 

In Zurich the sun is shining and the 
Swiss countryside.is heat and pretty 
and safe. And then, more quickly than 
you can imagine, you are coming in to 
land at Skopje amid the rows of Nato 
transport planes.. Just outside the 


window a US marines helicopter door 
gunner scanning the ground, is taking 
off in the direction of the city. 

Officially this is a peaceful country 
that wants a closer relationship with 
the West, but from the very first con- 
versations it is obvious that the Mace- 
donians would like all of us - 
journalists, Nato soldiers, aid workers 
- to go home. My first driver said he 
was only faking the fare because he 
needed the money badly. “Ybu come 
hoe ami teD Bes, nothing but lies. That 
is what you people are paid to do. You 
want to make us look like savages,” he 
said And then he began to press me 
fix 1 njy opinion.^ What <fid I think of Nato 
bombing Yugoslavia? And those 
Albanians, what did I think of them? 
I tfissemUed I fudged “Wril of course, 
I have just arrived in the country. It’s 
so hard to make an instant impres- 
sion,” I replied The driver was hav- 
ing none of it “Ybu watch TV you read 
the newspapers. Of course you have 
an opinion,” he barked 

I told him that 1 came from a small 
country myself and always resented 
having strangers telling me what was 
wrong with the place. I could under- 
stand his anger at the media and 
Western politicians. These banal plat- 
itudes seemed to satisfyhim and he got 
around to telling me his opinions. We 



tkm of town, and the driver did not like 
the mosques and minarets and the way 
the women wore scarves and the way 
the men always seemed to be plotting 
something under their breath. He had 
driven a wealthy Albanian family to the 
Albanian border the other «tay and they 
hadnl. spoken a wordtohim all the wqy 
“They thought they were better than 
me. The truth, which you foreigners 
wofrt tril is that they want to take this 


Fergal Keane 

The Macedonian taxi driver 
pointed at some Albanians: 

' They have 10, 15 children so 
that they can outnumber us' 

place over. Haveyou seen how big the 
families are?” He pointed at a group 
of children playing soccer in a park. 
“They have 10, 15 children so that they 
can outnumber us. And now that the 
refugees have come across, they think 
they will have a Greater Albania soon.” 
By the time we reached the Alek- 
sander Palace hotel the driver had 
worked himself into a frenzy of disgust 
for these Albanians who wanted to 
drive him out of his own countiy It was 
a familiar diatribe. I had heard it in one 
form or another in Belfast, Rwanda, 
South Africa and a few other hotbeds 
of ethnic conflict The fear that some- 
body will take what we have, that 
somebody will want to change us into 
something we are not the fear that 
they will swamp us and that we will 
cease to be ourselves. It is the psy- 
chology of the threatened and it eats 
away at fine notions of tolerance and 
inclusivity. 1 don’t suggest that ail 
Macedonians feel this way about the 
Albanians, but most of those I've spo- 
ken to feel that they are under threat 


and that Nalo's attacks on Slobodan 
Milosevic are simply pushing them one 
step closer to a bitter ethnic battle. 

And so when you ask yourself how 
on earth the Macedonian govern- 
ment could have treated the Albanian 
refugees with such obvious contempt 
- confining them at the border, forc- 
ing them on to buses and planes to get 
them out of the country - consider the 
fear and the barely suppressed anger 
of the majority population here. They 
have thus far escaped being dragged 
into the Yugoslavian wars of succes- 
sion. It has taken political guile of 
which few Western politicians would 
be capable to deal with what corre- 
spondents like to call a “fragile ethnic 
balance". In other words, any increase 
in the resident .Albanian population - 
at present some 15 per cent of the 
national total - and you are sliding 
towards disaster. 

It is not liard to understand why the 
Macedonians would want rid of the 
refugees as quickly as possible. But the 
forced expulsions have left a deep 
reservoir of bitterness. The Kosovar 
Albanians feel that they have been 
treated like animals. As Mimoza 
Butugi, a 21 -year-old law student from 
Pristina, told me: “They beat us and 
forced us on to buses. They wouldn’t 
tell us where we were going. I feel as 
if I am lost in space. I have run out of 
words for the way 1 feel. Yes, animals, 
that is how they made us feel” 

l met her, crammed into a room 
with 20 other people, in a decrepit Al- 
banian army base in the border town 
of Fogradec. They had just spent 11 
hours on buses, winding over moun- 
tain roads as the Macedonians pushed 
them yet further away from Kosovo. 
It was an extraordinary sight, central 
to that narrative of strangeness I 


spoke about earlier. Here they were: 
lawyers, doctors, factory workers, 
farmers, even a music teacher... a 
whole community uprooted and 
pushed from one country to another 
country to another country. 

The refugees could not care less 
about a Greater Albania. They simply 
want to go home. I asked Mimoza if she 
blamed Nato for her plight Hadn't the 
air strikes sparked the ethnic cleans- 
ing which drove her and thousands of 
others from their homes? She did not 
agree. “When the air strikes came we 
ran to the cellar and cheered You 
know, we celebrated And every time 
we hear on the news that there is an 
air strike, we cheer again even though 
we are driven away from our homes. 
Who was it who drove us from our 
homes? It was not Nato. not Nato. It 
was the Serbs who did it," 

We have heard a lot about unclear 
war aims and bad planning in the past 
few weeks. I don't know enough about 
military affairs to talk authoritatively 
on the question of planning and intel- 
ligence. But as fbr war aims. I am will- 
ing to speculate. It may have started 
out as a war to impose a peace agree- 
ment on Milosevic. But it has become 
something quite different now. It has 
become a battle for Mimoza and the 
hundreds of thousands of others who 
have been driven from their homes at 
gunpoint and made dependent on the 
uncertain mercy of strangers: and it 
is a battle too For the memory of those 
who were cleansed from Zvomik and 
Srebrenica and a hundred other towns 
in the long calvary of the former 
Yugoslavia. 11 is about saying ‘never 
again" and meaning it 

Fergal Keane is a BBC special 
correspondent 


Prosecute the war, 
but hold back the 
bombing for tonight 

“THE PRESIDENT believed military intervention was 
morally justified, but he fretted privately that he was 
being forced to act at the worst possible moment: *1 
can’t believe they got me into this. How did this hap- 
pen? We should have waited until after the elections.'" 
Some will say that this account of Bill Clinton's deci- 
sion to invade Haiti by George Stephanopoulos, his 
former press officer, does not serve the presidency 
well Mr Stephanopoulos's candid memoir. AU Too 
Human, exposes the White House war machine as a 
rickety, opinion-poll-driven, make-it-up-as-you-go- 
along contraption. 

The accounts of how President Clinton made deci- 
sions on Haiti Bosnia and Iraq hardly inspire confi- 
dence that the right decisions are now being made 
for the right reasons on Kosovo. 

Except for one thing. What comes through clearly 
is the dramatic shift in American policy from that of 
defending “vital” national interests to one of altruism. 
Following the end of the Cold War, President Clinton’s 
obsession with opinion-polling reinforced the shift In 
none of his foreign adventures, even in the debacle 
of Somalia, have US trade or defence interests been 
directly threatened. In the case of Haiti at least Mr 
Stephanopoulos says White House polling showed that 
the American people were “more willing to use our 
power to protect innocent civilians from torture and 
terror" than to protect national self-interest. 

This should stand as a rebuke to those who accuse 
Tony Blair of blindly following the US. or who portray 
Nato as an instrument of US imperialism. The bot- 
tom line in the Balkans is that Nato's intervention is 
morally justified. For all the criticism of Mr Clinton 
and Mr Biair for their dependence on focus groups, 
a just war should be able to command public support, 
and can be fought with greater force if it does so. 

The ends of returning the people of Kosovo to 
their homes and of ending Slobodan Milosevic's crim- 
inal campaign of ethnic terror are just. But the 
means by which they are pursued must also be just, 
and it is right that, in broad terms, they should be con- 
strained by public opinion. Nato's leaders are wise to 
restrict the military strikes on Serbia so tightly in 
order to minimise civilian casualties, even if it means 
a longer war. 

They would also be advised to halt the bombing for 
tonight, the night of the Orthodox Easter vigil aot so 
much to avoid the mentality of persecution among the 
Serbs tit is too late for that), but to assure public opin- 
ion back home that the war is being prosecuted with 
a tender conscience. 

However, public opinion in western Europe is run- 
ning ahead of the politicians in its preparedness to 
commit ground troops. It is possible that our leaders 
have not yet caught up with the changes in popular 
attitudes to wars fought for “humanitarian" ends 
described by Mr Stephanopoulos. But in this case, in 
the case of crimes against humanity committed in the 
European Union’s wailing room, it is not up to Pres- 
ident Clinton to give a lead. If ground troops are going 
to have to be deployed - and it is hard to see how they 
cannot be - the countries of the EU will have to shoul- 
der the moral burden. Step forward Mr Blair, armed 
with opinion polls. 
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Emergency services don't 
have hidden charges. 

The AA aims to be more than just a breakdown Jg 

service. Like the other emergency services MM 

we're ready to come to your aid at all Mm 

hours of the day or night, every day of 

the year. Our priority at all times is to 

protect you first. With AA personal 

membership, you are automatically 
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passenger for which some other 

recovery services will charge you 

extra. So join today. 


To our members we're 
not jurt a breakdown 
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all the news of the world 

Refugees from Kosovo • Lockerbie bombing • Interview with the Lawrence suspects • China and the US • Scottish elect' 


LOCKERBIE BOMBING 


Opinion on the extradition of two Libyans to 
the Netherlands for trial under Scottish law 


The Scotsman 


DARK AND dirty American and 
British secrets as well as Libyan 
ones may be revealed during this 
trial. Many questions will arise over 
the next two years - the time likely 
to elapse before a verdict is given. 
There will be much obfuscation 
and duplicity. Scots should steel 
themselves for an imperfect out- 
come to the trial The suspects may 
well finally go free and we will still 
only know part of the truth. 


Daily News 

Canada 


to have the proceedings against 
the two alleged terrorists not in Scot- 
land itself but in a Scottish court in 
the Netherlands was not enough to 
account for the change of heart 
There may be another, unwritten 
concession behind the hand over a 
promise from the British and Amer- 
icans not to stretch the trial in The 
Netherlands into a general reckon- 
ing of the Libyan secret service and 
the Gaddafi regime. The clients of 
the Libyans will remain hidden. 
Such a renunciation would be detri- 
mental to the court's finding of the 
truth. No one could talk of anything 
more than a merely symbolic con- 
clusion to the Lockerbie affair. 


The price of ethnic cleansing 


LE MONDE 

France 


may reflect a sounder analysis than the 


IF THE Libyans are found innocent 
or the case is thrown out things get 
better for Gaddafi. Based on what 
is known about the case, this is quite 
possible, for it seems to depend on 
the flimsiest of circumstantial evi- 
dence. There is, moreover, another 
plausible suspect Iran, which in late 
1988 was burning with resentment 
over the allegedly accidental shoot- 
ing-down of an Iranian civil airlin- 
er over the Gulf by the US warship 
Vincennes. Ayatollah Khomeini had 
vowed vengeance, and an airliner for 
an airliner might have seemed an 
appropriate revenge to the young 
militants around him 


TIMES OF INDIA 


The Australian 


SANCTIONS AGAINST Libya could 
have been eased long ago if the ac- 
cused had surrendered. Indeed, 
sanctions would never have been im- 
posed if the Libyan government 
had not supported acts of terrorism 
against other states, a histoiy that 
extends back before the Lockerbie 
bombing. The costs of pursuing the 
criminals are too high to be quan- 
tified but they have had to be paid. 
If this trial demonstrates that acts 
of terrorism will be punished the ef- 
fort wili have been worthwhile. 


NOW THAT the two suspects are in 
Scottish custody on Dutch soil, 
there is a possibility that the world 
wiU get to see whether there is, after 
all a genuine case against them. 
Given the persistent allegations 
about the Lockerbie bomb having 
been planted as a result of a sting 
operation by US intelligence agen- 
cies , Washington desperately needs 
the Libyans to be convicted. Such a 
verdict would also open the door for 
more international pressure to be 
exerted on the Gaddafi govern- 
ment which would suit Washington. 
The Scottish judges will be under 
great pressure; let us hope they are 
allowed to perform their duty in an 
objective and professional manner. 


The Herald 

Scotland 


NEUE ZUERCHER 
ZEITUNG 
Switzerland 


WHAT EXACTLY persuaded Tripoli 
to give way is not clear. The readi- 
ness of the British and Americans 


THE trial is unlikely to be sensa- 
tional but will feature a wealth of 
technical detail and evidence which 
tax the understanding of the three 
judges who will hear the case with- 
out a jury. If it will be a difficult time 
for the judges, the presentation of 
the case by prosecutors will also be 
for from easy. As Professor Robert 
Black has reminded us, maqy of the 
most important witness statements 
were gathered a decade ago and 
there is no guarantee that these wit- 
nesses will be traceable today. Yet 
the trial will go ahead, and for any- 
one with a belief in the primacy of 
justice, that will suffice for now. 


ON THE thirteenth day of Nato's bom- 
bardment campaign there was one result 
that no one contested: the proven pathet- 
ic incapacity of these raids to stop the "eth- 
nic cleansing" of Kosovo ordered by the 
president of Yugoslavia, Sloboadan Milo- 
sevic. If our objective really is about bring- 
ing back the refugees -at least a certain 
number of them - to Kosovo, it will involve 
one form or another of ground interven- 
tion. Even a negotiated return would im- 
pose a ground protection against 
Kosovars JHaybe it is time to tell the truth: 
the defence of the refugees' right to return 
is an empty statement if one continues to 
categorically exclude the sending of 
ground troops. 




government 


Daily Star 

The Lebanon 


THE THOUSANDS upon thousands of 
refugees, trudging their way through mud 
and snow to safety in Albania and Mace- 
donia, are the ones who will continue to pay 
a price in human misery and suffering. 
Nato's air strikes, as much as Mr Milose- 
vic's regular and militia forces, will in the 
end achieve the ethnic cleansing of Koso- 
vo. There will be very few Albanians left 
to cleanse. 


FRANKFURTER 

Rundschau 

Germany 


NATO DIDN'T imagine its 50th birthday this 
way. The alliance that for decades earnest- 
ly maintained peace finds itself not only in 
a war with Serbia, it is threatened with los- 
ing. The primary war goal of Nato - to stop 
the murder and expulsion in Kosovo - has 
not been achieved. In a few days Milose- 
vic's troops and gangs will have complet- 
ed their ethnic deansing of Kosovo. 
Hundreds of thousands of Albanians are 
fleeing, and the gigantic task to aid them 
has become the central point of the wan 
far more so than the air attacks. A success 
for celebrator Nato can now only be mea- 
sured on how quickly and in what dimen- 
sion they succeed in giving back the 
Kosovars their homeland. 



NEW YORK TIMES 
US 


IN MACEDONIA, relations between the 
country’s Albanian minority and its large- 
ly pro-Serto majority wee always tense, and 
the government fears an influx of ethnic 
Albanians will lead to unrest Nato must 
be sensitive to this danger. Stability in 
Macedonia keeps the war from spreading. 
But Macedonia’s concerns are no excuse 
for its harsh treatment of the refugees and 
its attempt to limit their number Nato 
should be carrying out its pledge to move 
100,000 of them to temporary homes in 
Western Europe. The United States will 
house 20,000 at the Guantanamo naval base 
in Cuba. Only a few European countries 
have so for volunteered to take refugees. 
That must change, and quickly. 


SYRIA TIMES 


WHAT IS particularly miserable is the 
plight of the Kosovo people who were dri- 
ven out of their country by force and in- 
timidation. Even worse are the suggestions 
to transfer a lot of them to other countries 
either in Europe or further afield. The 
scene of Kosovars fleeing their country in 
large number brings back the memories 
of those Palestinians who were forced out 
of their country in the late Forties and earty 
Fifties, by the Israeli army and Zionist 
gangs. History is repeating itself. 


REFUGEES FROM KOSOVO 


IRAN NEWS 


World comment on the exodus of ethnic Albanians from Kosovo, 
restdting from Sloboiian Milosevic ’s programme of ethnic cleansing 


JERUSALEM POST 

Israel 


THE ENORMITY of the catastrophe cur- 
rently taking place in Kosovo is now sink- 
ing in. and linking up with the collective 
memory of the Jewish people. One word 
rings with particularly stark familiarity: 
deportations. This is a cause with which 


Israel should proudly identify, both moral- 
ly and strategically. Israel should be 
noting the military ties that have report- 
edly arisen between Slobodan Milosevic 
and Saddam Hussein, and be encouraging 
any Western attempt to stand up to 
threats from aggressive dictators. As it 
turns out, the emotional humanitarian 
response on the part of many Israelis 


AFTER THE disintegration of the Soviet 
Union, the West, led by the United States 
of America, adopted the doctrine of “New 
Wbrtd Order” ami tried to impose a unipo- 
lar system on the rest of the world by mo- 
nopolising every aspect of international 
relations. The continuation of the Balkan 
war will benefit no one but the unholy al- 
liance of Washington and Nato. Therefore, 
the bloodletting must be stopped imme- 
diately through diplomatic channels before 
it is really too late to save the lives of al- 
mosta million innocent Muslim Kosovars. 



INTERVIEW WITH THE LAWRENCE SUSPECTS 



CHINA AND THE US 


SCOTTISH ELECTIONS 


Views on Martin Bashir 's interview of the five alleged murderers of 
Stephen Lawrence, for Granada's 1 Tonight u/ith Trevor McDonald 


Reactions to the Chinese President 
Zhu Rongji's visit to America 


Reflections on the campaign for the Scottish 
Parliament, which officially began this week 


The Daily mail 


THE REAL victims in all this, of 
course, are Neville and Doreen 
Lawrence. They have endured 
the munis' of a much loved son. 
They have been betrayed by 
the incompetence of the police 
and the failure of the judicial 
system. Now they have suf- 
fered the anguish of watching 
the suspects in the case try to 
justify themselves on prime- 
time TV. Valid journalism? 
What we witnessed last night 
seemed more like a callous 
effort to improve the ratings. 
This was not a good night for 
British television. 



murder did they issue a denial 
- displayed without an ounce 
of passion. They made a mock- 
ery of the Stephen Lawrence 
inquiry and last night, courtesy 
of ITV, they made a mockery' of 
us. I suspected they were 
pathological liars before I 
watched their performance. 
Now I’m sure. (Sue CarroliJ 


BOSTON HERALD 

US 


Tin tin Daily 

China 


Daily Telegraph 


The Express 


IT IS in our interest to have 
China in the World Trade Or- 
ganisation. but not at any price. 
To work to get China into the 
WTO helps China conclude 
that the US is desperate for 
their friendship - the damage 
such a conclusion can do is far 
greater than any trade benefits. 


The Guardian 


ing that current affairs are 
safe in Trevor MacDonald's 
hands. Or it was a tasteless 
stuntfor a sensationalist series 
- an insult to the memory of 
Stephen Lawrence, and a jig on 
the grave of quality current 
affairs. iDeccaAitkenheadt 


EACH SUSPECT irritably 
protested his innocence and 
Bashir was methodically im- 
patient What viewers saw de- 
pended upon who you spoke to. 
Either it was a sensational 
scoop, the one every journalist 
had been chasing, answering 
the nation's questions and prov- 


the Mirror 


THEY WERE given a platform 
and the opportunity to speak 
the honest truth. But James 
and Neil Acourt did no such 
thing Only when pressed by 
Bashir on the question of 


THEY WILL be forever etched 
in the imagination as snarling 
racists, striking poses and 
throwing punches. Last night 
they went in for an image 
makeover. Interviewer Martin 
Bashir was admirable when 
he put David Norris on the 
spot, bluntly asking: “Would 
you call me a Paid?" And there 
was a certain satisfaction in 
watching -Veil Acourt squirm as 
he was reminded that 26 peo- 
ple named him as one of the 
killers within *18 hours of the 
murder. But did the interviews 
achieve anything worthwhile? 
Of course not '■David Taylor > 


MANY IN Washington say that 
China's WTO dilemma cannot 
be solved during Mr Zhu's visit 
The cooling of US pressure 
has given Mr Zhu time to gain 
the upper hand. If it Jails, it will 
have been because of road- 
blocks put up by the US and not 
through any fault of Beijing - 
which has agreed to so many 
concessions already. 


SING TAO 
C ft i ii a 


BEIJING HAS given in to many 
US demands so it can join the 
WTO. However, some people 
have tried to challenge Clinton 
on these conditions. But China 
should be entitled to more 
benefits. Mr Clinton's enemies 
have failed to topple him over 
a series of sex and financial 
scandals, so they now target his 
policies on China. Mr Zhu may 
not break through in the US 
political arena, but he may be 
able to dismiss some of the ob- 
jections to WTO membership. 


Daily news 

us 


OFFICIALS SHOULD confront 
Mr Zhu about the reasons our 
relationship with China some- 
times is sour. Congress should 
look closely at the alleged 
illegal campaign contributions 
from China, and the charges of 
nudear spying. Bui however 
frustrated we may become with 
their regime, China should not 

be punished by depriving it of 
the very things that will lead it 
toward more freedom. 


THE DANGER for Mr Salmond 
is that the other parties wifi take 
votes off him in the centre. 
Blair, according to one opinion 
poll is Scotland’s most popular 
politician - a fact which has sur- 
prised those observers not fully 
acquainted with the Scottish po- 
litical scene. To him falls the 
task of maintaining his Gov- 
ernment's overall popularity, 
lest Scottish voters use the 
forthcoming poll as a chance to 
voice their disapproval of it, as 
if this were a giant by-election. 
He must also articulate the 
benefits of keeping Scotland 
within the UK In that task the 
other Unionist parties must be 
enthusiastic partners. 


now all the polls show Labour 
with a dear lead. The latest 
batch would give them 60 seats, 
just short of the overall major- 
ity. The new voting system 
virtually guarantees that no 
party will gain a clear majori- 
ty. That does not mean we can't 
have sensible government. 
Even if he does not get the 65 
seats, Donald Dewar should de- 
clare be will do no deals. Those 
who dare to bring down our first 
home-rule government must 
fake the consequences of forc- 
ing us into another election 
and another chance for the 
Nats to push for separation. 


Quotes of 
the Week 



The mirror 


“If you’re a doctor you 
sleep with nurses, 
and if you area 
photographer you 
sleep with models.” 
Daufd Bailey, 
celebrity 

photographer ( above) 


Daily Record 


THE SNP leader's epitaph will 
be "Too clever by half”. A cou- 
ple of months ago, the out- 
come seemed in doubt and a 
quarter of voters were still not 
committing themselves. Yet 


WHAT CONCLUSIONS should 
be drawn before casting votes? 
Judging by the events of yes- 
terday the parties hare nothing 
new to say. They could abandon 
expensive public relations ex- 
ercises and rely instead on the 
conunon sense of Scots to use 
their vote as they choose. But 
then that wouldn't be politics. 


“Now it is the power 
of the nipple!” 
Sophia Loren, 
Italian actress 


“I hope the Serbs are 
not playing poker with 
people's lives.” 

Jamie She a, 

Nato spokesman 



MISCELLANEOUS 


Stories from aroutui the world 


Mail & 
Guardian 

South Africa 


ISAAC MQFOKENG. Who Shot 
Johannesburg Zoo's Max the 
gorilla while fleeing police, was 
sentenced to 40 years in jail. He 
was convicted on io counts 
including rape, robbery and 
malicious damage to property 
•the gorilla). The magistrate 
called Mofokeng "a loose can- 
non, a danger to society and a 
walking time bomb - if you are 
left outside, the next crime you 
will commit is murder". 


PHILADELPHIA DAILY NEWS 
US 


JERUSALEM POST 
Israel 




Middle East 
times 

Egypt 


ALTHOUGH OFTEN portrayed 


as exotic in Orientalists’ writ- 
ings and paintings, sandstorms, 
called kharnaseen, are a gritty 
fact of life that Egyptians and 
other North Africans face every 
spring. This year the weather- 
men expect us to have any- 
where from six to seven 
Wiomaseens. Severity of the 
storms cannot be predicted in 
a long-range forecast. The 
largest of khamaseens develop 
over the Atlas mountains of 
Morocco. An area of low pres- 
sure moves off the mountain 
range and slides on to the hot 
sandy Sahara. It moves quickly 
gathering energy from the heat 
and pulling moist, cool air from 
Europe and the Meditemu lean 
as it gathers strength, Bv the 
tone it reaches Egypt, it has 
accumulated dust, seeds and 
insects from the west. 


“I prefer art that's at 
least 200 years old, 
when artists really 
knew how to paint,** 
Hugh Grant, actor 


“There’s a fine line 
between bein g 
Governor of Texas 
and making a fool of 
yourself." 

George W Bush, 
Governor of Texas 


"I am scarcely a 
walking advert for a 
health farm.’’ 
AnnWiddecombe. 
Conservative 
spokeswoman 
for health 


Baltimore sun 
US 


RESEARCH BY SALLY CHATTERTON 


“I just loved the idea 
of being grown up, 
mainly because I was 
a rather repellent 
teenager." 

Joanna Lumley , 
actor 
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COMMENT/5 


Does charity begin at the Great Wall of China? 


“DEAR SUE Arnold, I am hoping to 
raise money for a worthy cause - 
the Stoke Poges Living Arts Thist 
- by pushing a barrel-organ (with 
live monkey! from Basingstoke to 
Budapest this summer. It promises 
to be an exciting project which will 
put SPLAT well and truly on the 
cultural map. So for we have been 
promised support by a number of 
local organisations, Including The 
Stoke Poges Ladies Only Society of 
Herbalists, Stoke Poges Army 
Museum and Stoke Poges United 
Distilleries, who have very 
generously agreed to provide 
SPLASH, SPAM and SPUD back- 
up vehicles containing food, 
bedding and first aid respectively. 
£ am nevertheless hoping to extend 
my appeal to a wider audience, 
which is why I have taken the 
liberty of writing to you...” 


At least that one wasn’t asking 
for money, only publicity. Most of the 
begging letters I get, and I've had 
a spate of them over the past two 
weeks, include half a dozen spon- 
sor sheets and the unsolicited in- 
formation that some individuals 
have given them up to £250. 

Tb do what? A variety of intrepid 
things such as walking along the 
Great Wall of China to raise money 
for the British Heart Foundation, 
running across the Sahara for the 
Royal National Institute for the 
Blind Talking Books Appeal, and 
scaling the heights of Machupicchu 
in Peru for something undoubtedly 
worthy but totally forgettable as for 
as I am concerned because it 
included Mariella Frostrup as one 
of its celebrity tour leaders. 

This seems to be the latest 
fashion in charity sponsorship. 



Sue Arnold 

I've nothing against 
sponsoring, hut forking 
out for someone's 
holiday is not the same 


inspired I have no doubt by Comic 
Relief; which raised extra millions 
this year when they spotlighted 
famous people like Stephen Fry and 


Geri Halliwell doing good deeds in 
the Third World. Thus, instead of 
cycling from Clapham Common 
to Dorking along with 2,000 other 
anonymous well-meaning folk, as 
I once did to raise money for 
the London Lighthouse Appeal, 
you get a bunch of celebrities cy- 
cling along with you. followed, and 
this is the crucial part, by TV 
cameras and newspaper reporters 
who will convert an otherwise 
non-newsworthy story into a page- 
one splash. 

Break a couple of minor royals 
into the mixture and your celebrity’ 
cake will double in size. I know a 
well-heeled Austrian with connec- 
tions who does nothing but 
organise glittering international 
charity events where, for between 
£5.000 and £10,000. you can rub 
shoulders with impoverished 


maharajas at fund-raising cricket 
matches in Jaipur, or shoot bear in 
Siberia with claimants to the Ro- 
manov throne. (Did you know’ that 
the descendants of all the deposed 
m anarchs of Europe have their own 
society? They have regular dinners 
in a backroom of the Pizza Express 
(they're all brokej and plan what 
they are going to do when they are 
back on their thrones.) 

Don't misunderstand me. I've 
nothing against sponsored chari- 
ties. If it weren't for their annual 
sponsored cycle ride from London 
to Brighton, heaven knows how the 
British Heart foundation would pay 
for its equipment On the other 
hand, from a sponsor’s point of 
view, forking out for someone to fly 
to Beijing on what is basically a 
packaged holiday with optional 
excursions isn't quite the same 


thing, especially as I happen to 
know the individual who wrote to 
me isn't short of a bob and could 
probably afford to buy the BHF a 
cardiograph all by herself She's an 
inveterate traveller usually goes 
with a group of like-minded mature 
Open University fine art students. 
Her last trip was the Constance 
Spry flower- arranging tour of the 
Hindu Kush. 

OK. OK, she's raising money for 
charity with this promenade along 
the Great Wall but I can't help feel- 
ing that the BHF would get more 
out of the pair of us if she emptied 
her piggy-bank. I sent a modest 
donation and we left China out of 
it Running across the Sahara - now 
that’s different. The man who wrote 
to me happens to be blind and said 
it would probably take him some 
time because the Sahara isn't 


smooth sand it is rocks and humps 
and hollows. Stumbling, rather 
than running, he said. When he's 
finished, it will be an achievement 
not a package holiday or a celebrity 
gig. Rather you than me. 1 said 
when I sent him his cheque. 

The most ingenious sponsor- 
seeker I know of was the student 
who planned to drive from London 
to Sydney to raise money for 
charity- and wrote to all the Hilton 
Hotels between said capitals 
asking for free accommodation. 

Which precise charity- he was 
supporting or how much he raised 
we never found ouL He was last 
heard of at the Delhi Hilton, no 
doubt rubbing shoulders with 
impoverished maharajas at fund- 
raising cricket matches. It was 
probably better in the old days, 
when charity began at home. 


The Saturday Profile 

Jenny Pitman, Racehorse trainer 


Feisty queen 
of the National 


THERE IS always a story in The Grand 
National Even a random sample over the 
last five decades shows how the race con- 
sistently delivers an emotionally charged 
drama. Take the collapse of the Queen 
Mother's horse, Devon Loch, in sight of the 
winning-post (1956); or the shock winner 
after a pile-up of horses (the 100-1 Fbinavon 
in 1967); the makin g of equine history CRed 
Rum’s third win in 1977); the triumph of the 
human spirit (cancer victim Bob Cham- 
pion's win on Aldaniti in 1981); the bumbling 
of offi cials (the false start fiasco of 1993); 
or even the intrusion of the real world, with 
i the IRA bomb threat that forced an emer- 
fgency evacuation of the course and post- 
ponement of the race in 1997. The Grand 
National is simply incapable of delivering 
an uneventful storyline. 

Of the potential narratives In today's 
race at Aintree, there is one that dominates 
all others -a lastvictoryfbrthe race’s most 
famous trainer, Jenny Pitman, as she 
edges towards the shadows of retirement 
at the end of May. It is not just Pitman's 
record in the race - she has already won 
it twice, with Corbiere in 1983 and Royal 
Athlete in 1995 - that makes her final 
attempt so noteworthy but also her promi- 
nence in the nation's perception of the 
event She has had at least one runner 
every year since 1981, and her on-screen 
chemistry with the BBC’s Aintree 
anchorman, Des Lynam, has been more 
potent than any soap-opera pairing. 

For amidst the rough swirl of the day - 
the Grand National is the most-watched 
and most gambled -on horse race of the 
year - Lynam provides an orderly calm, 
while Pitman not only senses the nation's 
emotional pulse, but can also deliver an 
accurate diagnosis. In the chaos of 1993’s 
void race, and the fear and confusion of 
1997’s bomb warning, the 16 million tele- 
vision viewers at home and the millions 
more in betting shops found Pitman ar- 
ticulating their own frustrations and anger 
in the common currencies of plain language 
and flowing tears. Whether she likes it or 
not Mrs Pitman has become the great 
race’s Muse, and today will be granted life 
membership of the Grand National Club 
for her services to the race. 

Such achievements and distinction 
must have seemed an impossible horizon 
to the young Jennifer Harvey as she grew 
up in the post-war years with six siblings 
on a small run-down form in the village 
of Holy in Leicestershire. Fbr while her ac- 
counts of this happy early life generate 
images of HE Bates’s book The Darling 
Buds of May, with the form filled by ani- 
mals and Jenny riding ponies at the age 
of two. there was little aspiration to her life. 
She was expected simply to embrace form 
or livery work and, in time, motherhood. 

At the age of 15, Jenny joined a racing 
yard as a stable-lass, feeding and groom- 
ing horses and mucking out their boxes. 
Within four years, die bad met and mar- 
ried the rising young jockey Richard Pit- 
man and soon gave birth to two sons, Mark 


and Paul. While Richard rode to some 
prominence on good horses such as Pendil 
and Lanzarote, Jenny was left to bring up 
the children. 

The former amateur jockey Brough 
Scott, now a journalist and presenter, re- 
calls the days when he “picked Richard up 
from their little house in Lambourn to go 
to the races, with Jenny left behind as a 
beleaguered, frustrated mother; and young 
Mark crawling around the kitchen floor". 
Scott says that he would have "offered odds 
of 1,000-1 at that time against Jenny Pit- 
man becoming a media darling". 

Ironically it was the acrimonious break- 
up of her marriage to Richard after lOyears 


life Story 


Origins: Bom 1 1 June 1946 as 
Jennifer Susan Harvey, one of seven 
children of a farming family in 
Hoby, Leicestershire. 

Education: Left local school at 15 
ro become a srable-lass. 

Vital statistics: Married jockey, 
later commentator, Richard Pitman, 
in 1965. Separated, 1975. Two 
children, Mark and Paul. Married 
David Stait. assistant trainer, 1 997 
Career: Became a national hunt 
trainer in 1975, at Weathercock 
House Stables. Lambourn. 

Grand National successes: 
Corbiere (1983). Royal Athlete 
(1995). This year, her last, running 
Nahthen Lad (pictured). 

Other notable winners: 
Cheltenham Gold Cup: Borough Hill 
Lad (1984); Garrison Savannah 
(1991). Welsh National: Corbiere 
(1983): Borough Hill Lad (1983); 
Stearsby (1986). Scottish National: 
WHIsford (1995). Irish National: 
Mudahlm (1997) 

She says: a . i 

“Horses are !»*-' 
more 
generous 

than 3: 

humans. Ife I I ml 

they give ~ • ,X 

everything." * - v-Lj 


that eventually propelled Jenny into the 
long march to where she is today. Jump 
jockeys, perhaps because of the ever-pre- 
sent dangers in their sport, are mostly cav- 
aliers when it comes to women or drink, 
and a high proportion of their marriages 
fan. So when Richard left Jenny and the 
children, she found salvation for the re- 
sulting trauma and depression in turning 
to what she knew best, the care of horses, 
and also - as a direct act of defiance - the 
professional training of them. By 1975, she 
had obtained a training licence, feeing down 
what she thought was the “rudeness of 
the Jockey Club committee as they whis- 


pered about my prospects across a long, 
polished table". 

Through personal loans and an over- 
draft Pitman acquired Weathercock House 
Stables in Lambourn. and began investing 
in the sort of horse-flesh fbr which she has 
become most renowned: big. burly, stay- 
ing steeplechasers. Her major break- 
through arrived in 1983. when Corbiere - 
a horse with “a big arse like a carthorse" 
that she had found in a field - won the 
Grand National. The following year, another 
strapping chaser Burrough Hill Lad, won 
her the Cheltenham Gold Cup. Garrison 
Savannah, now ridden by her son Mark, 
repeated this feat in 1991, and was only just 
overhauled on the run-in of that year's 
Grand National a dramatic repeat of the 
fete that also befell Richard Pitman on 
Crisp in 1973. 

By now. Jenny was a highly successful, 
self-driven trainer, but she had also de- 
veloped a buccaneering style with those in 
the racing press whom she thought pa- 
tronising or inaccurate. She’d threatened 
to castrate one writer for comments about 
Burrough Hill Lad and, as relationships 
deteriorated, the combative style contin- 
ued with another hack being handed an in- 
scribed toilet roll “for all the crap you’ve 
written about me". Jockeys and racing 
authorities suffered similar bursts of ' Pit- 
man’s Backhand", literally so in the case 
of jockey Jamie Osborne. 

Having been deemed to have "carved 
up" a Pitman runner in a hurdle race at 
Ayr; Osborne found himself being slapped 
in the face by an irate "Mrs P", the nick- 
name by which she was now known. How- 
ever. events in the 1992 Gold Cup gave 
many of her enemies a chance to retaliate. 
The Martin Pipe-trained Irish horse 
Carvifl's Hill was a strong favourite for the 
race, but there was a view that his front- 
running style and bold jumping could be 
disrupted if another horse took him on up 
front As soon as the race began. Pitman's 
150-1 outsider Golden Freeze went along- 
side Carvill's Hill and matched him stride- 
for-stride, jump-for-jurap until CarvUl’s 
Hill's jumping disintegrated. 

The aftermath of the race proved to be 
deeply poisonous, with Pitman accused of 
having run Golden Freeze as a “spoiler", 
while she insisted he had run on his 
merits. There was a media feeding -frenzy, 
and eventually the Jockey Club held an 
enquiry. Though they exonerated Mrs 
Pitman of foul tactics, the relatively small 
racing community still traded bitter 
opinions, and Mrs Pitman even threatened 
to sue the BBC commentator Julian Wilson 
fbr his remarks. What was seen as her 
intimidatory behaviour provoked one press 
room wag to dub her “The Winnie Mandela 
of Racing". 

And then came the 1993 Grand National 
which, even for those who had taken 
against Pitman, proved to be an occasion 
for sympathy rather than sourness. A dis- 
astrously botched start and the failure of 
a crude warning system saw many of the 



Jenny Pitman's success has seen her break through both class and gender barriers Julian Hefbert/AUSport 


Grand National field complete the two cir- 
cuits of the race without realising that the 
race had already been rendered void. 
First past the post was Esha Ness, trained 
by Jenny PitmaiL and her tears of frus- 
tration won the hetirts of the nation in the 
face of what looked like upper-class 
bungling on a “Light Brigade" scale. 

Two years later. Pitman's redemption 
was more than completed by the victory 
of the 12-year- old Royal Atidete. a fragile 
horse that she had somehow managed to 
coax back to fitness and full-confidence in 
a memorable feat of training. No wonder 
Pitman was now dubbed by the tabloids 
"The Queen of Aintree". She has. as a mat- 
ter of record, also won the Irish. Welsh and 
Scottish Grand Nationals with her horses, 
a feat that marks her down as one of the 
greatest racehorse trainers ever. 

Two obvious post-war themes seem 
self-evident in Jenny Pitman's rise to such 
prominence - the empowerment of 
women, and the breaking down of class 
barriers. She had. on her own admission, 
not much of an edueatiun. and those who 
know her say that she is suspicious of peo- 
ple who Come across as. “smart alecs". 
Similarly entrenched male-attitudes are 


often given short-shrifL One trainer who 
knows her well says that “she's not one for 
being impressed by titles or people with ini- 
tials after their name; she just wants to deal 
with people who’ll tell her the truth. At the 
centre, she’s rock hard, but she's a rock 
in a velvet glove." 

One such person has been her training 
assistant David Stall whom she married 
two years ago after a 29-year relationship. 
Her decision to retire, announced with typ- 
ically emotional timing on the first day of 
last month's Cheltenham Festival may well 
be the result of a desire to enjoy the sta- 
bility and fulfilment of marriage that was 
denied to her first tune around. Pitman is 
also in remission from the thyroid cancer 
she announced last year at her award of 
the OBE at Buckingham Palace. 

Even at a youthful 52, now’ may well be 
a good time to go. She has nothing to prove 
to the racing fraternity and has earned a 
genuine admiration, not just from those 
who bet, but also from a wider public for 
whom her epic struggle has its own reso- 
nance. Even Richard, her first husband, has 
graciously suggested that a victory today 
for her horse, Nahthen Lad, “would lift the 
roof off Aintree". 


Tbuchingly. at Cheltenham, she signed 
off her retirement speech with an effective 
homily that disarmed those who felt she 
had upstaged the event "I am not rich in 
terms of money, but in terms of all the 
memories I've had from racing. I have feel- 
ings that the richest person in the world 
couldn't buy:" Win or lose today, there will 
be an inevitable torrent of tears on to Des 
Lynam’s shoulder as the “Queen of Ain- 
tree" makes her formal abdication. She has 
already assigned her stables to her son 
Mark, a highly promising trainer in his own 
right but perhaps the public at Aintree will 
not let her go so easily. 

For here is a race that is not unlike The 
Gold Cup or The Derby, an elite brethren 
of horses fighting for superiority. The 
Grand National is a handicap, in which all 
the runners, no matter what their breed- 
ing or training, have a theoretical chance 
of success. The public understands and ex- 
alts the inherent democracy of such an en- 
terprise, rejoicing in the populist sentiment 
and lasting feme it generates. In Jenny Pit- 
man's life and career achievements, they 
undoubtedly see the same struggle en- 
shrined in human terms. 

Stan Hey 


accidental heroes of the 
20th Century 

35: Christine Keeler, Call Girl 


ARGUABLY THE least enduring as- 
pect of the so-called Profumo Affair 
was that it helped nail the coffin lid 
on 18 years of Conservative gov- 
ernment We’ve lived through other 
political cycles since then, and now 
more easily appreciate that these 
come and go in fairly predictable pat- 
terns. Scandal is a symptom of de- 
cline -not a cause. 

John Profumo, Harold MacMil- 
lan's Minister of Wai; resigned in 
1963 after lying to the Housed Com- 
mons about Ms affair with “society 
gcrT Christine Keefer ‘Tfrocured"for 
Lord Aster's Cliveden set by society 
osteopath Stephen Ward, the 17- 
year-old Keeler was first spotted hy 
Profumo climb tng naked out of the 
sw immin g pool as Profumo and his 
wife, the actress Valerie Hobson, 


took an evening stroll There is 
something almost classical in the 
encounter - like the Greek god 
Alpheus’s first espial of a river 
nymph. This was a cautionary tale 
- but Profumo was presumably too 
enraptured to remember his Ovid. 

It might have ended with Profu- 
roo’s prompt resignation in 1963 
had not the authorities decided to 
make a scapegoat of Stephen Ward. 
It was at Ward’s trial for living off 
immoral earnings that Christine 
Keeler and her co-witness Mandy 
Rice-Davies came into their own. 

There is no doubt that Rice- 
Davies, not Keeler, was the folk 
heroine of the trial. Her artless 
replies to cross-examination de- 
lighted the public, and her answer 
on being told that Lord Aster denied 


having an affair with her - “Wfell, he 
would say that, wouldn’t he?” - has 
passed into daily usage. Blonde and 
brunette, Keeler and Rice-Davies be- 
came inseparably linked, although 
Keeler at the time and since, has 
publicly disassociated herself with 
tiie “call girl*' Rice-Davies. 

So what happened to elevate 
Keeler to the status of heroine? After 
all life wasn’t very generous to her 
after Profumo. A nine-month stretch 


in Holloway for perjury and two di- 
vorces led to a poverty-stricken life 
in a public housing project by the 
time Joanne Whalley-Kilmer por- 
trayed her in the i9S9 film Scandal. 

But the thing Is. the film was prin- 
cipally about Keeler - not Rice- 
Davies. who was played in a lesser 
role by Bridget Fhnda. Something 
had happened between 1963 and 
1989 and that thing was a photo- 
graph. The famous shot of a naked 


Christine Keeler astride a black 
plastic Arne Jacobsen chair - the 
chair's back keeping her decent - 
is often misallributed to David Bai- 
ley or Terence Donovan. It was in 
fact Laken by the Hong Kong-born 
snapper Ewis Morley in an upstairs 
room at Peter Cook's Establish- 
ment Club in Soho during the sum- 
mer of 

The photograph was meant as a 
publicity still for a projected film 
about the Profumo affair “She only 
agreed to strip after we cleared the 
room of all attendants and turned 
down tiie lights.” remembers Mor- 
ley. “1 even offered to turn my back." 
Keeler always claims she kept her 
pant.' on. 

Morley remembers a wide-eyed, 
naive young woman - the exact op- 


posite of everything that the photo- 
graph conveys. This became an in- 
stant icon of the emergent Swinging 
Sixties - defiance and liberation in 
one posture. Fopsdes as Pop Art Fall- 
en women were no longer brushed 
out of sight - they were a fashion 
statement 

The photograph’s potency has en- 
dured - shorthand for modern, sex- 
ually independent women - and 
has been reconstructed in adver- 
tising campaigns as diverse as the 
Citroen Saxo and granary bread 
Kylie copied it, Joe Orton satirised 
it. and the pose is a veritable cliche 
in men’s style mags. Last year in 
Glasgow, the Spice Girls even recre- 
ated the pose on stage - giving 
Christine the ultimate accolade. 
The progenitor of Girl Power. 
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The Weekly Muse 

By Martin Newell 


A squirrel-quarrel on the bough - 
They tumble off together now. 
Victor and vanquished, down they go 
Deep in a drift of hawthorn snow. 

A district quakes. A kraken wakes 
Of late, which takes to English lakes. 
It's three feet long and goes for pikes. 
The Midlands “alligator” strikes 
This week at Sandwell Valley Part 
While rangers languished in the dark. 

“A salamander of some sort” 

Is what the wildlife experts thought. 
But since it’s not the Black Lagoon 
They hope to catch the creature soon. 
As people at their water sport 
Hon certain risks untfl it’s caught 

Long holidays? The teachers fight 
Of course, and absolutely right 
They need that six weeks as a hedge 
TO stop them sliding off the edge. 
The latest scheme's result-geared pay 
And now some prat pops up to say. 
“Let’s cut their summer holiday” 

A coda for this roundelay. 
Meanwhile Witchfinder Woodhead stalls; 
A whole profession hopes he falls. 

I use his word: the news may be 
Quite “educative"? Possibly. 

The Sun , I swear this is the truth. 
Reprinted “Anthem for Doomed Youth” 
And Wilfred Owen, pictured there 
Beside the poem - his haunted stare. 
They ran it huge - forget what page, 
\bur poet had feinted by that stage. 

The time when we may tour the stars 
Reported to be coming soon. 

We'll book a weightless wedding day 
Then honeyearth upon the moon. 

It’s slightly pricey as it goes. 

At round about five hundred K; 
Though men who spend that kind of loot 
Might not be in a rush to stray. 

A Space-Groom for an Astronette 
By 2025, they think. 

I wouldn't rush to place a bet 
Before you check that rail-link. 

The future’s hardly ever late. 

But trains? They’re hard to estimate. 

Birthday this week: Kofi Annan, 
Who’s sixty-one. Tough gig, top man. 
Great product, peace. So hard to sell. . . 
Kofi Annan, I wish you well. 


Days Like these 


Witness 

welsh Election Campaign 


The only 
black 
candidate 
in Wales 


THERE'S A feeling that Monmouth, a 
county of rolling hills, workaday forms 
and tidy market towns, is on a see-saw. 
Part of Wales, yes. But so 
close to the border that some pupils 
at local schools live in England, while 
people in Chepstow and Monmouth 
town commute to work in Gloucester 
and Bristol. 

Lake any no man’s land. Monmouth 
has long been fought over - bloodily 
in days gone by and more recently by 
warring political parties. One of the 
crucial battles in next month's elec- 
tion to the National Assembly for 
Wales is being played there with 
added brio. 

Cherry Short the Labour standard 
bearer, is the only black or Asian can- 
didate competing for one of die 40 first- 
past-the-post seats in the 60-member 
body: the only black candidate, indeed, 
with a chance in any of the elections 
in either Wales or Scotland. Two oth- 
ers in Wales, an Iraqi-born academic 
and a former blade student leader who 
came through the vetting procedure, 
are on the party lists for the other 20 
“top up" seats, too low down to have 
a chance of winning. 

A talL handsome woman. Cherry 
Short is at ease pounding the pave- 
ments to press Labour’s case. It’s a 
long way from Jamaica, where she was 
bom 46 years ago. But the Caribbean 
town of Manchester that she swapped 
for Wales in 1962, is not too unlike Aber- 
gavenny. Monmouth and Chepstow, 
she says. Agriculture - sheep rather 
than sugar cane - is the link. 

Ms Short has Welsh connections. 
“My father comes from Anglesey 
Quaker stock. He met my mother 
when he was living in the USA I came 
to Wales at an early age and lived with 
friends and went to school here. I am 
decidedly not a one-issue politician." 

In other words she is pure New 
Labour. The mother of sons aged 25 
and 10 ("I have experienced the per- 
sonal difficulties of combining a work- 
ing life with that of being a mother”), 
she holds an MSc in women’s studies 
and a B Sc in social administration. A 
member of the Government’s task 
force for the “Welfare to Work" and 
“New Deal" programmes in Wales, she 
sits on industrial tribunals and has 
been chair of the standing conference 
on race in Europe i Wales) for the past 
five years.She is married to Christo- 


pher Short. the former chairman of the 
Anti -Apartheid Movement in Wales. 

Monmouth is the birthplace of 
Henry V. A statue of the victor of Agin- 
court overlooks a square named after 
the victor of the 1415 battle in which 
Welsh longbow men demonstrated 
the awesome power of a weapon 
capable of delivering the 15th century 
equivalent of a cruise missile. 

It has swung hither and thither 
since a parliamentary by-election in 
1391 when Huw Edwards snatched the 
seat from the Tories. It reverted to blue 
in 1992. On i May 1997. Edwards was 
back with a majority of 4.178. That 
cushion is not sufficient!}' plump for 
Labour to feel complacent 

In the 1997 referendum Monmouth 
voted against devolution by 2-1. That 
makes the contenders' task all the 
harder. However as polling day ap- 
proaches scepticism is tinged with a 
“let’s make the best of it" attitude. 

Howard Hancocks a third genera- 
tion master butcher is blunt: “We 
didn't want an assembly. But now we 
have got one I expect HI vote on 6 May. 
Who for? I’m still making up my 
mind." His shop promotes British, not 
Welsh, meat 

Monmouth's ethnic population is 
minute. Irma Fingal Rock, bom in 
Dominica 50 years ago. came to 
Wales in 1970. She runs a delicatessen 
with her partner Tom Innes and is 
enthusiastic: “It’s wonderful to find a 
black woman candidate here." 

Happiness is not uppermost in Bill 
Williams’s mind. A part}- member for 
more than half a century, he is upset 
“A lot of things about the Government 
worry me. Especially the war in 
Yugoslavia But I’ll still vote Labour 
next month." he says. 

When she lived in Finchley. Wendy 
Vijendran voted for Margaret Thatch- 
er. Now her home is in Penrhose, a 
hamlet buried in the countryside, and 
she has undergone a change of heart 
“I must be the only person in my tiny 
community who voted for Glenys 
Kinnock in the European Elections 
and I’m going to vote Labour next 
month." she says. 

In the spring sunshine. Monmouth 
wears a jaunty air. A statue of one of 
its famous sons. Charles Rods, the co- 
fbunder of Rolls-Royce, looks down on 
the passing scene. Antique shops and 
a cavernous second-hand books emp- 
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Cherry Short: ‘Wales has to recognise its diversity* 


orium jostle with cafes, run-of-the-mill 
retailers and an upmarket jeweller. 

Charity shops appear vaguely up- 
market Estate agents, digesting the 
latest interest rate cut, have few prop- 
erties on offer for less than £60,000 and 
a number at more than £250,000. 

Country juxtaposes with town in the 
columns of the weekly Monmouthshire 
Beacon (established October 18371. 
Cesspit emp tiers advertise for custom, 
and the front page carries a story trail- 
ing a meeting to discuss the low rate 
of salmon spawning on the Wye which 
is said to threaten the species' survival. 

The sheer size of the constituency 
adds intrigue. The southern boundary 
touches the M4, with London less than 
two hour’s drive away. 

Thirty-odd miles north, a network 
of minor roads criss-cross between 
Wales and England. Only dyed-in- 
the-wool local drivers know whether 
they are in Herefordshire or the 
county of Monmouth. Three ancient 
fortifications - White Castle. Skenfrith 
Castle and Grosmonl Castle - dating 
from the I2th century dominate the 
terrain. The Normans knew a thing or 
two about defence in depth. They 
built the strong points in a strategic 
triangle so that any one under threat 


could be supported by the others. 

The assembly battle is a straight 
joust, not a t riangular or quadrilateral 
contest The head-to-head is between 
Ms Short and the Tory. David Davies, 
who works for the family tea import- 
ing business and campaigned hard for 
a no vote in the referendum. 

Nationalism is almost dead in Mon- 
mouth. Plaid Cymru was bottom of the 
poll two years ago, and in the 1991 by- 
election the party collected fewer 
votes than Screaming Lord Sutch. 
With only l in 50 speaking Welsh that 
is not surprising, but nationalists are 
quick to point out that in the north-west 
of Wales, where the ancient tongue is 
the first language of two-thirds of the 
people. Plaid is making waves. 

Like her Westminster namesake, 
Clare. Ms Short speaks plainly: “Wales 
has to recognise its diversity. As well 
as black and Asian communities there 
are small but significant numbers of 
Italians who opened cafes in the val- 
leys when coal mining was at its peak 
earlier this century. Spaniards fleeing 
from Franco settled here. Poles came 
to work in the pits and if you took hard 
enough there’s an Irish flavour to Holy- 
head, a couple of hours from Dublin." 

She says she has a dual mandate 


Andreio James ' 


and represent both Monmouth and 

the wider mixed ethnic communities. \ 

The area has its own diversities. "■ 
Monmouth town mayor Maureen 
Roach wears her rtmin of office as 
proudly as she speaks of attractions . 1 
that lure tourists by the thousand. AD ^ 
tastes she says are catered for - ^ 
hang-gliding, angling, the castles, the.gL' 
13th century bridge over the Monnow^T 
the deer farm near Raglan where Des- 
mond McElney’s vineyard produces 
wine to complement the venison. 

Food buffs, not to mention London- . 
based restaurant critics, are spoilt for 
choice. The Walnut Dee, outside Aber- /! 
gavenny rates highly across the world. 
The Black Bear near Usk, and The ” 
Crown, at Whitebrook in the Wye 
Valley, are also among the top tastes. , . 

But the next few weeks will provide . 
food for thought rather than local 
dishes such as poached Usk salmon " 
and Uanover salt duck. And behind the 
gentle image of an area that to the 
casual observer is just another bucolic 
heaven, something stirs. With Cherry , 
Short on the campaign trail and a close 
fight in prospect, Monmouth is . ? 
heading to become more than an 
everyday story of country folk. 

TONY HEATH V 
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10 APRIL 1980 

PHILIP TOYNBEE. 
i enter, observes in his journal 

“I can remember only two occasions when my parents 
expressed open irritation with each other in front of me. 
Easy to say that the conventions of their class and 
period restrained them: easy to say that this 
suppression of their true feelings probably contributed 
to the final and deeply embittered bust-up. But how I 
respect them both for that surface dignity they 
maintained! What a gross fault it has been to suppose 
that restraint must be equated with suppression: that 
there is something honest, even admirable, about an 
immediate, public exhibition of angry feelings." 

13 APRIL 1930 
ISAKDINESEN 

i Karen Blixen). novelist writes to her 

mother from Somalia: 

“At long last Fbthima had a little girl on Sunday: I was 
almost about to believe it was a false rumour. She is so 
delighted with the baby and is well: I think she is 
especially pleased that it is a girl. In the conditions of 
the Muhammadan world, where men and women are so 
far away from each other in work, interests and life in 
general and really only come near each other when, as 
Goldschmidt says, they are 'either to dance or be united 
in wedlock' - and anyway I’m not at all sure that Somali 
men and women do dance much together - 1 think that 
the women gradually grow unable really to feel anything 
for the male sex - not even for their sons. 

Tbe men’s whole world is too incomprehensible to 
them: I do not think they have any respect for it at all 
except in so far as it provides food: but the real, actual 
and reasonable world is that of women, and with a little 
girl they feel they have something that is close to them 
and belongs to them, while a boy will sooner or later be 
drawn into the strange and irrelevant existence of men.” 

15 APRIL 1778 

PARSON WOODFORDE 

incumbent of Western LongeviUe. notes in his diary: 

“We breakfasted, dined, supped and slept again at home. 
Brewed a vessel of strong Beer today. My two large 
Piggs, by drinking some Beer grounds taken out of one 
of the Barrels today, got so amazingly drunk by it, that 
they were not able to stand and appeared like dead 
things almost and so remained all night from dinner 
time today. I never saw' Piggs so drunk in my life." 

Ian Irvine 


The Weasel 

In which Rick Stein causes me and Mrs W to have a domestic in the 
fishmonger's and I resort to thumbing through specialist magazines 



ST RICK of Padstow has been the 
presiding deity' for our fortnight on the 
North Yorkshire coast. Starting with 
Mr Stein’s Grilled Lemon Sole with 
Lemon-grass Butter we moved on to 
Maryland Crab Cakes with Tarragon 
Sauce, then came Hot Shellfish with 
Garlic and Lemon Juice (a classic* 
followed by Mild Potato Cuny topped 
with Smoked Haddock and a Poached 
Egg. Even Mrs Weasel not the world’s 
greatest fish-lover admitted the tooth- 
someness of the piscine cuisine. How- 
ever; she has her limits. Careless of the 
crowd in tbe fishmonger's, she 
exploded. “You are NOT buying those 
horrible rubbery things. NO!" 

“Rick Stein says ’they can taste 
almost like lobster'.” 

“They're like off-cuts from a tyre 
factory. We're not haring them." 

“Are you two having a domestic?” 
inquired the lady behind the counter. 

With that I accepted defeat with 
good grace. I must admit that Mr 
Stein's tribute to the whelk, which 
appears in his first book Englisk 
Seafood Cookery (published in 1988 
when he was still “Richard Stein"), is 
heavily qualified: “The flavour is vari- 
able; sometimes they taste frightful .. . 
I can’t say I am an enthusiast” 

But his feelings for the humble 
gastropod seem to hare wanned with 
the passing of the years. Rick Stein's 
ThsieqftheSea (BBC. 1995) contains 
a recipe for Shark, Whelk and Octopus 
Salad. This yummy’ melange is not 
quite the ringing endorsement that it 
sounds, since the dish only contains 
four whelks. However, in Rick Stem's 
Fruits of the Sea (BBC, 1997). my hero 
is more whole-hearted in his appre- 
ciation of the shellfish. “I've got a lot 
of time for whelks," he declares, be- 


fore introducing his legion of fans lo 
Whelk Fritters. A few- pages earlier, 
there is a dish called Chinese Whelks 
with Bean Sprouts and Button Mush- 
rooms. “Thinly sliced and stirred into 
a Chinese stir-fry." Mr Stein insists, 
“whelks are incredibly good.” 

It was this that sent me scuttling 
back, alone this time, to the fish- 
monger. Though tempted by a £5.25 
lobster (“I’m sorry it’s so dear," said 
the saleswoman!. I snapped up half a 
pound of freshly boiled 
whelks at £1 .50. Admittedly, » — ■ 
the price of Mr Stein's dish m 
began to soar as I acquired 
the other ingredients -along 
with the mushrooms and 
bean sprouts, it required 
oyster sauce, soy sauce, dry 
sherry: pak-choi. root ginger 
and hot peppers - and I » 
began to think regretfully of A 

the lobster. g 

You can imagine what Mrs if 

W said when I returned. But l-T 

Mr Stein’s “incredibly good" & 

promise placated hen at least 
temporarily. After slicing and 
stir-frying as directed, the 
result didn't look too bad, L— 

while the smell was posi- 
tively tempting. Moreover, the taste 
was OK - with the exception of one 
intractable ingredient 
Even when pared into slivers, the 
whelks remained, well, whelks. A 
couple of minutes after taking her 
first mouthful. Mrs W morosely 
announced: Tm still chewing." At my 
insistence, we chomped on and on 
(“Just like school dinners." com- 
plained my spouse;. Nearing the bot- 
tom of her bowL Mrs W put down her 
spoon. “F m feeling a bit queasy.” she 


groaned. I was forced to concede that 
I was feeling not unqueasy myself. 

Twenty-four hours later, the whelks 
were still making their presence felt. 
St Rick may have come to venerate the 
blighters, but. as far as Tm concerned, 
these hardy British gastropods have 
crossed the cusp into inedibility. 
Maybe we should only eat tiddlers. like 
the bulots you get in France. However, 
! learn from this week’s Fishing Netvs 
that “a new minimum size for whelks 







will come into effect on l January 
2000". The same issue contains a 
host of "Whelks Wanted” adverts, so 
someone must (ike ’em. but I don't 
think we’ll be trying Pirelii aux 
Champignons again in Weasel Villas. 


DEDICATED TO excellence - that’s the 
motto of the Weasel column. To this 
end. I’ve trawled through a ton of 
American specialist magazines for 
recommendations which range from 


hellish cuisine tea heavenly high. Let's 
kick off with Chile Pepper magazine 
(“For those who like it hot!";, which, 
incidentally, reveals that “Britain's 
Queen Mother has a taste for the 
piquant". The QM is probably aching 
to get her mitts on the winners of this 
journal’s 1999 Fiery Food Challenge. 
They indude such agonising delicacies 
as “Hotter N’ Hell’’, the winning hot 
salsa, and “Crying Tongue", the best 
hot sauce. “Peaches and Screams" 
snatched first place among 

7 ““| fruity hot sauces, while 

“Scorned Woman" cheese 
straws won the prize of top 
- snack. “I Scream” sauce 

emerged as champion 
among fresh saigas, and a 
condiment dubbed “Nytro" 
scorched its way to victory 
in the meat-sauce category'. 
Por more placid types. 

XJ the latest issue of Pipes and 

Tbbaccos offers an expert 
appraisal of tinned baccy 
Optimistically, the reviewer 
J remarks of an aromatic 

/ blend called Blue Note: 

/ "Rather than getting the 

-*■ the usual pariah treatment 

pipe-smokers receive, peo- 
ple will probably pay you to smoke this 
around them." However, he is unre- 
strained in his disparagement of a mix- 
ture called Liberty: "It smells and 
tastes like floral soap - this sooty little 
blend does not resemble anything 
that should be smoked in a pipe.' - But 
he is utterly seduced by London Blend 
No 1.000: *i sat with my nose in the tin 

before even lighting up . . . rich, opulent 
and intoxicating." 

Td venture that even this blissful 
baccy is not as intoxicating as the 


winners of the Ilth Annual Cannabis 
Cup sponsored by the venerable 
journal High Times (“the most noto- 
rious magazine in the world") . Held in 

the Netherlands, this heady occasion 
was attended by 1.500 potheads who ' ' 
assayed 40 different strains of mari- 
juana. In such circs, you might flunk 
it would be difficult to detect the 
subtleties which denote excellence. 

One judge explained: “You smoke 
until you get high, then you smoke a 
different sample, and if it gets you J>.- 
higher than the first one, you put that * ' 
brand at number one until another ‘ 
strain gets you even higher.” As a re- 
sult of such judicious assessment, a 
potent shrub called Super Silver Haw * 
was declared the victor. Just don’t 
confuse it with your ready-rubbed. 

— ♦- 

Have \ou noticed the changing 
fashions in motoring techniques? Fbr 
example, overtaking on the inside 
pas suddenly become accepted 
practice on our motorways. Of course, 
drrving while engaged in an animated 
ernnwag on the mobile has been a 
commonplace for some time now, but 
t^cenUy i have spotted certain indi- 
viduals displaying their manipulative 

ingenuity by simultaneously steer- 
ing. phoning and smoking. But the. 
most surprising development is the 
unexpected popularity of U-turns. 

ny Uus manoeuvre should become 
tbe latest trend is a mystery. Obvious^ ; ’>5 
we facnc is performed by Jack-the- . >- 
Jans for whom event minute counts. 

o^ever, the need to do a U-turn sug- ■ 
gests that they were driving the wrong ~ - 

a F£ttes. boom-boxes... 
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The bewildering pleasure 
of looking at paintings 
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SlRI HUSTVEDT 

/ /wave »wer a painting 
I can master completely. My 
love requires a sense that 
something has escaped me 


When I was 19, I saw Giorgione's The 
Tempest for the first time, not the paint- 
ing itself but a slide projection of it on a 
wall in an art history course. I had never 
heard of the artist and knew little about 
Italian Renaissance painting, but for some 
reason the picture caused a physical re- 
sponse in me - a genuine tremor of 
amazement I fell in love with it then and 
there, in those 40 seconds before the pro- 
fessor clicked to the next slide. But why? 
What happened to me? I am not alone in 
feeling an almost electrical connection to 
a painting. I know any number of people 
who travel great distances to see a picture 
they have longed to see, who stand before 
a flat rectangular canvas covered with 
paint and have what they deem “an im- 
portant experience”. 

The Tempest is a small picture of three 
people in a landscape, painted in 1503 or 
1504. A man with a staff stands in the fore- 
ground, looking towards a woman who is 
seated on a Hfllnrfc nursing an infan t a 
stream runs between them. She is naked 
except for a white cloth, which is draped 
over her shoulders and is spread out un- 
derneath her^ where she sits on the ground. 

£ curious ruins and a deserted city lie 
i the figures. Above them is blue- 
sky with a frail stroke of lightning 
and a douded moon. Nobody knows what 
the painting is about 
Marcantonio Michiel, a Venetian no- 
bleman and antiquary; kept a notebook 
between 1525 and 1543 in which he refers 
to the picture as Giorgione’s rendering of 
a soldier and a gypsy- In the 18 th century 
the painting was called The Fhrm^ of Gior- 
gione, out of a mistaken idea that it de- 
picted the artist his wife and child. (The 
latter two never existed.) Salvatore Settis, 
an Italian art historian whose book on 77ie 
Tfempest^ was first published in 1978 and ap- 
peared in English translation in 1990, ar- 
gues that the painting is a veiled account 
of the Eden myth, that these two people 
are Adam and Eve and that there's a snake 
in the picture. No one has ever seen this 
snake but Settis. 

A more convincing argument, detailed 
by Jaynie Anderson in her monograph of 
Giorpfone (1997), is that the canvas is a pic- 
torial version of the Hypnemtomadhia 
PoltphUo, a romance about Poliphilo, who 
in his search for antiquity comes across 
Venus feeding Cupid, but that's only a 
guess. There are also scholars who believe 
the painting is about nothing that it’s an 
Vffemple of a tree-form fantasy. 

Between my first ^ viewing of the slide and 
a visit to the Accademia in Venice, where 
I saw the real painting for the first time four 
years la ten I made a startling discovery. 
The image I carried in my mind was very 
accurate, with (me exception: I left out the 
maiu My memory of the painting was of the 
woman, the child the landscape, the ruins, 
the city; the sky the lightning -but no man. 
1 gave this extraordinary gaff to the hero- 
ine of my first hovel. The BlvndfiM, who 
also remembers the canvas perfectly but 
has no memory of the fellow in the fore- 
ground. My obliteration of this man is a 
commentary on the painting, on me, and 
on the odd business of looking at paintings. 

Every painting is stfiL It doesn’t move. 
It is usually some kind of rectangle which 
mimics the architecture of a window. Its 
cdstoicetoirtiesa^ectatotjustasabook 
K j)piies a reader or a piece of music im- 
pc.es a listener: It is a dead thing animat- 
ed by the presence of a living person who 
enters into some kind of relation with it 
Not long ago, woman wrote a letter to The 



Giorgione’s The Tempest 1 : The female figure’s eyes draw one into the canvas 
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New York Times in which she cited her ex- 
perience when she saw Michelangelo's 
David in Florence. She wrote: “What a 
thrill it was to stand there and soak in its 
beauty and power. But how long I had to 
wait in the gallery for things to quiet down 
so that I could concentrate on it” 

Two things interest me about her state- 
ment First that she experiences the 
David as if it were active and she were pas- 
sive - she “soaks” in the statue - and sec- 
ond that she needs quiet for this saturation 
to take place. Her view of looking at the 
statue is a common one. The stone David 
radiates something in her direction and she 
prefers to have no distractions during those 
emanations. We rarely experience other 

{nflnimflte things in this way nf a fork 

for example, or a chain Art is made to be 
seen. It is activated both by a cultural 
myth os that has decidedly religious 
undertones and by a real even trans- 
forming, relation between the viewer and 
the thing viewed. 

I have looked closely at The Tempest in 
the Accademia only three times. Each time 
is a repetition of my first rapture before 
that projected image in the classroom. I 
now know there is a man in the picture and 
that he serves as the vehicle of my entry 
into an image I don't fully understand but 
understand enough to be fascinated The 
staff he holds suggests that he is on a jour- 
ney that he has been walking. Now in re- 
pose, he looks over at the undressed 
woman calmly nursing her baby in a 
storm. He looks at her, but she is not look- 
ing bade at him. She gazes outward toward 
the viewer; as though she has just lifted her 
eyes in the knowledge that somebody is 
spying on her. 

By recognising me, the spectator her 
eyes draw me into the space of the can- 
vas, where I imaginatively become the 
man’s double. In a painting, everything oc- 


curs simultaneously, and I find myself 
trapped in this triangular seduction of look- 
ing - the direction of her gaze at me, cou- 
pled with the direction of his at her was 
what triggered my amnesia of him, the 
wandering male spectator. 1 forgot him 
because I was him. 

The man and I occupy a similar space, 
because neither he nor I will ever get 
across the stream to speak to that woman 
or touch her. Nearly every analysis of the 
painting I have read acknowledges the in- 
surmountable chasm between the fig- 
ures. The stream separates them as it 
recedes backwards into the landscape. 
There is a bridge, however. Our hero 
wouldn't have to wade or swim through that 
stream. He could use the bridge, but he 
□ever will. 

Why? Although the two figures are not 
very far apart they appear to exist in sep- 
arate realms. R>r one thing, he is dressed 
in contemporary clothing. Anderson sug- 
gests that this identifies him as a member 
of the Confraternity of the Sock, a group 
of young, unmarried noblemen who were 
engaged in amateur theatre productions. 
The woman, however; is nude, a signifi- 
cation of timelessness in that enchanted 
landscape, where a curious bit of wall is 
topped by two cylinders and where clas- 
sical buildings coexist with houses that re- 
semble those in rural areas outside Venice. 

The woman's face is illuminated by a 
light from a mysterious source. Everyone 
of her features is perfectly visible, while 
the young man's face is shadowed The rest 
of him is easier to make out. He is obvi- 
ously young and his jaunty pose and ele- 
gant clothing exude confidence. His body 
is fully inside the frame of the picture, but 
not by much. He seems to have just 
stepped in from another world. 

The Tempest's ambiguity has baffled its 
viewers for hundreds of years because it 


defies pre-existing codes for understand- 
ing paintings of the period. We are always 
reading art through known codes and 
precedents, even when those codes are un- 
conscious. Nothing can take place between 
viewer and image without them. Most peo- 
ple have had the experience of seeing a 
work of art that is simply unintelligible to 
them. It doesn't mean that the work can't 
be comprehended It means that the view- 
er's entry is blocked by a lack of orienta- 
tion. The image can't come into view 
because it defies expectation, and expec- 
tation determines to an enormous degree 
what we actually see. 

I remember walking into a large hotel 
lobby of some architectural complexity and 
looking down a corridor at a person stand- 
ing at its far end. I didn't recognise the per- 
son for a couple of seconds, and then, with 
a sudden shock, I realised that I was look- 
ing at a reflected image of myself. I need- 
ed to know that the wall was a mirror 
before I could see myself in iL 

Very’ good and very bad paintings are 
often confused A very good work may defy 
codes to a degree that renders it not only 
nonsensical but irritating, and because of 
this viewers pronounce it bad. Innumer- 
able despised works have gone on to com- 
mand prices in the art market that take 
one’s breath away. And yet. although so- 
phistication in a viewer may help orient 
him. it may also bar understanding After 
all. those who have been most spectacu- 
larly wrong about works of art were usu- 
ally people who wrote about art far a living. 
Rigid expectation is blinding. 

The Tempest is a painting that seems 
to wriggle out of the best-laid art -histori- 
cal interpretations, but just because we 
can t name the characters in the painting 
or place them inside a known narrative 
doesn’t mean that the work defies recog- 
nition or that it’s meaningless 


If the painting is an allegory: it was prob- 
ably, as Settis argues, an intentionally ob- 
scure one, a secret known to the painter, 
his young patron and perhaps a few other 
cognoscenti The Tempest was owned pri- 
vately, and it once had a painted cover 
which could be opened like a cabinet. Only 
then was the underlying image exposed. 
This method of looking at a painting is a 
seduction in itself The spectator is allowed 
to open the door and peep inside, and what 
is he met with when the image is revealed 
but more voyeurism, a game of glances in 
an imaginary’ place? 

Bewildered, be is drawn into the mys- 
terious otherness of the nude woman, who 
has caught his eye, who appears to see him, 
but her body is turned in the direction of 
that young stranger in the foreground, who 
is also looking at her. Furthermore, she is 
not alone. She has a child at her breast, a 
fact which distances her further from the 
two spectators - one outside and one in- 
side the painting. The lovely woman is not 
a reclining odalisque. Her erotic presence 
is defined by the feet that in this moment 
of nursing motherhood she is more unat- 
tainable than if she had no child beside her. 

The drama of looking depicted in The 
Tempest is a reflective one. I, as specta- 
tor am made conscious of my status as 
voyeur which in turn binds me to the fel- 
low in the foreground. His presence desta- 
bilises my position as someone securely 
outside the canvas, and the teetering ef- 
fect it has on me creates an awareness of 
painting as the illusory projection of an 
artist Whenever we look at a painting, we 
occupy the position once held by the 
painter who has now disappeared - that 
hidden body or ghostly presence behind 
every canvas. Even self-portraiture has this 
effect - the imago which remains of a liv- 
ing face and body, now immobilised in paint 

Giorgione’s picture coaxes us into a 
scene which announces itself as a dream 
or an inner vision. Just as when we ex- 
amine the backgrounds in a Leonardo 
painting we know we are looking at an emo- 
tional landscape, we know that the coun- 
tryside of The Tempest is not a 
representation of a real place. The weath- 
er is bad, but nobody seems to notice. If 
there is a wind, the trees are not much dis- 
turbed by it We have stepped into the mir- 
roring realm of the imaginary. If Anderson 
is right, and the young man with the 
shadowed face is wearing the colours of a 
group of young patrician players, what 
could be more appropriate to this painting 
than an allusion to theatre and to art, a 
world that enchants us through our eyes? 
In that case, the youth would become a 
human image of artifice, which by ex- 
trapolation would announce the presence 
of the painter himself. 

Giorgione died when he was only 32 
years old. Legend has it that he caught the 
plague from his mistress. He was always 
young. And it seems to me that the young 
man in the foreground doesn't look dif- 
ferent from the self-portrait Giorgione 
did of himself as David. It’s just a thought. 
The features of the wanderer are perhaps 
too blurry to be identified with any cer- 
tainty. But even if, by some miracle, a schol- 
ar discovered a letter written by Giorgione, 
in which he explained all the references 
in this strange canvas, it would not solve 
the painting. One can’t understand an 
image by placing a narrative beside it. 

I do know that 1 have never loved a paint- 
ing I can master completely. My love re- 
quires a sense that something has escaped 
me. This quality of cryptic excess may be 
responsible for the language people use to 
talk about seeing art as if an inanimate 
thing were endowed with an elusive, almost 
sacred power. In a culture flooded by 
facile images that race past us on a 
screen- peek out at us from magazines or 
loom over us in a city street - pictures so 
heavily coded, so easily read that they ask 
notliing of us but our money - looking long 
and hard at a painting may allow us entry 
into the enigma of seeing itself because 
we must struggle to make sense of the 
image in front of us. The Tempest resides 
in room 10 in the Accademia in Venice. I 
think it will always resist my complete un- 
derstanding, and that is why I will go back 
to look at it 

Siri Hustvedt's latest book is Yonder: Es- 
says'. published in the US by Henry Holt 
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Busy, busy: Amanda Berry 


Monday 

We are staging the alst British 
Academy Awards on Sunday and as 
it is only six days away we are ail 
working flat out It’s a bank holiday 
for most of the country but I go to 
the office. Working on a bank holi- 
dayis bliss, the phones dotft ring and 
for the first time in weeks there is 
a sense of calm in the office. But the 
dry cleaners is shut! 

I ring my mum to wish her a 
happy birthday She is going to be my 
guest at the awards so we have a 
long conversation about frocks, 
when she is going to arrive and who 
will be sitting at our table. By Gpm 
I can see the colour of my desk and 
my irrtray is only half foE I get hone 
by 830 (a rare treat), catch up on last 
week’s newspapers and lose myself 
in Nancherrmo on ITV. 


Tuesday 

An interview I did last week appears 
in The Egress and I get lots of calls 
from Mends who realise how hard 
I have been working and why I 
haven't been in touch. Diane (my as- 
sistant) and I have the final pro- 
duction meeting with Peter Estall 
and his team at the BBC, who are 
televising the awards. I am able to 
confirm that Gwyneth Paltrow is def- 
initely coming, with her parents, 
which is wonderful news. 

I chair a production meeting for 
50 people at the Business Design 
Centre in Islington, north London, 
our venue for the awards, to discuss 
ail the arrangements. The build-up 
for the event has started and sud- 
denly it all seems terribly reaL I go 
back to the office to make the final 
arrangements for Elizabeth Taylor’s 


My Week 

Amanda Berry, 

Development Director oe BAFTA 


arrival tomorrow. Elizabeth is re- 
ceKingThe Fellowship, which is the 
Academy's most prestigious award. 

My daily diet seems to consist 
solely of Creme Eggs and biscuits 
and 1 still have not managed to pick 
up my dry cleaning. 

Wednesday 

Roberto Benigni has confirmed he 
wiU attend the ceremony which is 
terrific news. / spend the morning 
clearing paperwork and finalising 
table plans - that is. until they 


change again. I rush out at 
lunchtime to have my legs waxed - 
the things a girl has to do. 

I get a message 10 say that Eliz- 
abeth Taylor has arrived in London 
which means all our plans worked. 
My in-lray is overflowing but i take 
a few minutes to reply to e-maiis 
from friends who want to know how 
everything is going. As my situation 
is- desperate. I beg them to send me 
some chocolate, i don’t manege to 
leave the office until 11. 30pm. by 
which time l have missed Film 99 


Barometer 

Sean O'Grady 



Remember? 

Teirtan trews at half-mast? 
Feathery hairdos? "Bye-Bye 
Baby”? The original boy band is 
back. 

The Bay City Rollers are 
getting together again and hope 
to cut a new' album (as they 
used to say in those far a way- 
days of Rollermania). 
Considering the asto nishin g 
current enthusiasm for other 
1970s groups like Abba. and. 
yes, even Mud. it was always 
unfair that the Rollers became 
the band that never was, 
forgotten, an embarrassment, 
just airbrushed out of history. 

Even the Wombles got a 
bigger slice of the retro-action. 
But the Rollers' tunes were just 
as melodic as Bjorn and 
Benny's and their lyrics well up 
to Mud's standards. “And we 
sang shang-a-lang and we ran 
with the band and sang do-wop- 
be-dooble-do-aye." Sony', got 
carried away, there. 

Anyhow, having spent 20 
years not speaking to each 
other. Alan. Woody, Eric and Les 
are putting matters right. Les 
(McKeown, lead singer) 
explained that “we wasted a lot 
of time being angry with each 
other". How true, Les, how true. 
“You’ve got to give a little love, 
take a little love, be prepared to 
forsake a tittle love til the sun 
comes shining through’." 
Remember? 

Natural prawn 
killer 

Despite its size (about 
a foot long), and a 200- 
million year history 
dating back to the 
Jurassic Age, the 
mantis prawn has 
only just been 
discovered at the 
bottom of Sydnqy 
harbour; 

It is interesting to 
scientists because it can strike 
at its fish prey in five 
milliseconds and has the most 
complex vision of any 
invertebrate. “If it were the size 
of a shark it would be the most 
fearsome creature in the sea." 
as the biologists put it 

It is interesting to Australia’s 
barbecuing community because 
it tastes good. Eat with care. 

Monotreme sensation 

Another exciting antipodean 
throwback. A duck-billed 
platypus has been born in 

captivity for the 
first time since 
1944. 
and 

only the 
second time in 
history, at the 
Healesville Sanctuary in 
Melbourne. The event has been 
described as the zoological 
equivalent of reaching the peak 
of Mount Everest. The platypus 
(an egg-laying mammal or 
monotreme) is, like the mantis 
prawn, another of evolution's 
great survivors. But big prawn, 
tough as they may be. had 
better watch out. They are a 
favourite food of the platypus, 
which catches them using 
electro-receptors on its bill. 

Trtily a primeval struggle. 

Image of the Week 

“And what happens if I press 
this button?" Never let a control 
freak loose in a Tornado fighter. 







with Jonathan Ross which is doing 
a big feature on the awards. 

Thursday 

I finally remember to pick up my dry 
cleaning. I attend an early meeting 
at the Dorchester to discuss the 
press conference for Elizabeth 
Taylor. I then go up to the Business 
Design Centre which is really start- 
ing to take shape now, the ceding has 
been blacked out with star doth, and 
the huge gauzes on which we are 
going to project archive film dips are 
now in place. 

I spend the afternoon signing off 
press releases. It is terrific to be able 
to sign off a release announcing that 
stars like Michael Caine. Pierce 
Brosnan, Richard E Grant Cate 
Blanchett, Jane Horrocks and 
Gwyneth Paltrow will all be attend- 


ing. A huge Jiffy bag full of chocolate 
arrives from my friends. 

Friday 

I receive a copy of the BBC script 
which I can't wait to read. I grab a 
cab to go over to the Dorchester for 
the Elizabeth Taylor press confer- 
ence - it is absolutely packed Then 
I go to the Business Design Centre 
where they are doing a piece about 
final preparations for the evening 
news. The venue looks amazing. 

I then go back to the Academy for 
a dinner hosted by Kodak in honour 
of the nominees in the cinematog- 
raphy and editing categories. After 
the dinner I go back to the office for 

a while and finally fall into bed in the 
early hours of Saturday morning. 

Interview by 
aoife o*Riordain 
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Lucille 


Lortel 


LUCILLE LORTEL earned the 
name “Queen of Off-Broadway" by 
using her immense wealth to 
champion new writers and produce 
plays considered too off-beat or 
experimental for the mainstream 
theatres. She had an enviable gift 
for spotting Innovative talent, pro- 
moting the careers in America of 
Ionesco, Albee, Mamet, Genet 
Beckett, O'Casey, Whiting, FVgard, 
Shepard and Brecht 

“Off-Broadway bas always 
seemed a more appropriate place for 
the kind of theatre I like,' 1 she once 
said. “New playwrights, neglected 
classics, adaptations of poetry, and 
things which are slightly off-beat 7 ’ 
In the mid-Fifties, one of her offbeat 
productions considered a commer- 
cial risk, the WeDl-Brecht musical 
The Threepenny Opera, was a 
massive hit running for seven years. 

An actress before she married a 
millionaire who insisted she stay 
home nights, Lortel channelled her 
theatrical enthusiasm into produc- 
tion, and her work was so distin- 
guished that a gallery has been 
named after her in the Museum of 
the City of New York. The New York 
Library for the Performing Arts 
has a Lucille Lortel room, and in 
1985 she became the first recipient 
of the Lee Strasberg Award for 
Lifetime Achievement 

The daughter of Harry Wadlen a 
manufacturer of women's dothes, 
and his wife Anna Mayo, she was 
born LudlteWadler In Newark City 
in 1900, though she preferred not to 
acknowledge her date of birth. “Age 
is a number," she said, “and mine is 
unlisted.” She was tutored at home, 
and then attended the American 
Academy cf Dramatic Art after 
which she was sent in 1921 to study 
in Berlin with Max Reinhardt and 
the American drama teacher Arnold 
Kopt She returned in 1924 to join a 
stock company in Albany, New York 
and made her Broadway debut the 
following year in Two By Two. (She 
had by now become Lucille Lortel 
in the belief that actresses should 
have alliterative names.) 

In a Theatre Guild production of 
Shaw’s Caesar and Cleopatra 
(1925) starring Helen Hayes and li- 
onet Atwill she was a band-maiden. 
Several shows later she had a lead- 
ing part In The Man Who Laughed 
Last, repeating her role in a 1930 film 
version. After appearing on Broad- 
way as a French Maid in The Man 
Who Reclaimed His Head (1932) 
with Claude Rains and Jean Arthur 
she retired from the stage, having 
married the previous year the fab- 
ulously rich chemical engineer 
Louis Schweitzer aboard the great 
ocean liner SS Leviathan, though 
until 1939 she acted in movie shorts 
filmed in Brooklyn during the af- 
ternoons (one critic called the doe- 
eyed. dark-haired beauty “a 
cinematic sexpot"). 

During the Second World War she 
bought a big white barn and moved 
it to the Schweitzers' 18-acre estate 
in Westport, Connecticut, ostensibly 
to provide a home for horses. Using 
a shortage of grain as an excuse. 
Lortel persuaded her husband to let 
her turn the barn into a theatre, and 


in 1947 it opened as the White 
Bam with a series of play readings, 
attended by the cream of the 
theatre world. 

Initially little more than a raised 
platform with deckchairs for the au- 
dience, the theatre was gradually 
transformed into an impressive au- 
ditorium (with generous help from 
Louis) and quickly established itself 
as much more than just a summer 
theatre. Eva Le Gallienne taught 
there (Peter Falk, the star of Colum- 
ho, spoke his first words of Shake- 
speare in one of her classes) and 
plays which had their premiere 
there included Eugene Ionesco’s 
The Chairs, Sean O’Casey's Red 
Roses Pbr Me, WQliam Saroyan's Jim 
Dandy , Somerset Maugham's 
Loaves and Fishes, Tennessee 
Williams's Three Players of a Sum- 
mer Game and John Whiting's 
Saint’s Day. 

Le Gallienne recalled: “When 
the White Bara began, it was to sum- 
mer theatre what Off Broadway is to 
the commercial theatre. An avowed 
pioneer, it proved that summer 
productions could be stimulating, 
avant-garde and enthusiastically 
received." Since there was no local 
hotel Lortel would let the cast and 
crews stay ou the estate, some- 
thing of which her husband did not 
entirety approve, so as a 24th wed- 
ding anniversary present he bought 
his wife a small theatre on Christo- 
pher Street m Greenwich Village, the 
Theatre de Lys, one of the most 
amenable and charming of off- 
Broadway theatres. 

Lortel’s first production there, 
The Threepenny Opera, translated 
by Marc Blitzstein with a cast in- 
cluding Lotte Leqya and Beatrice 
Arthur, ran from 1955 to 1982. 
Though pleased the show was such 
a hit, Lortel was unhappy that its run 
restricted her ambition to mount 
several plays a yean so she began a 
series of matinde readings which 
were to run for 20 years. The first 
was a verse adaptation of Alan 
Baton's book Cry the Beloved Coun- 
try, and many legendary perfor- 
mances followed, including Anna 
Sokolow’s dance-drama Metamor- 
phosis, Shakespeare in Harlem - a 
dramatisation of Langston Hughes’s 
poetry - Richard Burton and Catb- 
leen Nesbitt reading Dylan Thomas, 
Siobhan McKenna as Hamlet <a 



Lortel: ‘Queen of Off-Broadway' 


liberal Lortel made a point of em- 
ploying blacklisted actors, and {days 
she produced included Larry 
Kramer’s Destiny of Me, which 
dealt with Aids, and Athol Fhgard's 
apartheid-themed Blood Knot. 

A frequent visitor to Europe, Lor- 
tel once stated that she was strong- 
ly Influenced by George Devine's 
work at the Royal Court and tried to 
bring a similar spirit to Off-Broad- 


“If you love the theatre you must 
be innovative," she once said. ,f You 
must try new ideas and new faces. 
That’s the only way theatre can de- 
velop. You can’t do it on Broadway 
because it costs too much. Off- 
Broadway you can afford to take a 
chance, and you must take a 
chance." Though she was co- 
founder of the American Shake 
speare Festival she rarely produced 


'Honey, 9 she told a journalist, Tve got a one-track mind and 
it 9 s theatre , theatre, theatre . I have no time for anything else 9 


solo performance supported by off- 
stage voices), Helen Hayes in a 
Shakespeare anthology, Sybil 
Thorndike and Lewis Casson in a 
joint dramatic reading, plus rarely 
seen plays by Tennessee Williams, 
William Inge, Edward Albee, 
O'Casey and Ionesco. 

After The Threepenny Opera 
dosed, Lortel produced over 500 
plays at the theatre which in 1981 
was renamed the Lucille Lortel 
Theatre in her honour A forthright 


way. In Paris she met Jean Genet 
(“he was land of strange" she said) 
and she brought him to the attention 
of American audiences with her 
production of The Balcony (i960). 
Other plays at the Lucille Lortel in- 
duded David Mamet's A Life in the 
Theatre. Sam Shepard's Buried 
Child, Betty Garrett's one-woman 
show, Caryl Churchill's Cloud 9 
(brilliantly directed by Tommy 
Dine) and Robert Hariing's Steel 
Magnolias, which was a big success. 


works of the Bard, stating. “Shake- 
speare's not a new writer he doesn’t 
need my help." 

Louis Schweitzer, who died in 
1971, never stopped lavishing gifts 
on his wife, and in 1956 became the 
first foreigner in 400 years to be al- 
lowed to buy a gondola in Venice, and 
was given permission to name it Lu- 
cille. After his death. Lortel resided 
mainly in New York at her mid- 
town apartment at the Sherry- 
Netheriand Hotel, maintaining her 


zest for the theatre and her sense 
of humour. 

When a journalist reported last 
year that she would soon be 98 
years old, she told a friend that she 
was furious, adding, “This wfll kill my 
love life!" She created the Lucille 
Lortel Fluid for New Drama at Yale 
University to support the production 
of new plays, the Lucille Lortel Fel- 
lowship in Playwriting at Brown 
University in Rhode Island, made 
sizeable donations to dance and 
music groups and countless dona- 
tions to scholarship and awards 
schemes. “I know that I keep saying 
that 1 am going to retire." she said 
a few years ago. "People keep ap- 
proaching me with projects. Before 
I know it. I’ve said *yes’ again. You 
could say I'm too busy to retire." 

As Lortel once explained to a 
journalist, “Honey, I’ve got a one- 
track mind and it’s theatre, 
theatre, theatre. I have no time for 
anything else." 

TOM VAL LANCE 


Louise Wadler r Lucille Lortel"), 
actress and theatre producer bom 
New York 16 December 1900: mar- 
ried 1931 Louis Schweiteer (died 
19711; died New York 4 April 1999. 


Ambroise Roux 


SOME 20 years after the death of 
Georges Pompidou a Large seminar 
was held in Paris to discuss the life 
and work of the former President 
Naturally, much was said about his 
literary scholarship, his experience 
as managing director of Rothschild's 
bank, his political and diplomatic 
s kills . Towards the end of the two- 
day meeting attention was turned to 
economic matters. 

It was then that Ambroise Roux 
made his appearance. A well- 
dressed and impressive man, he 
spoke shortly and positively. 
Georges Pompidou, be said, was a 
peasant. He explained that he 
was using the term in its most 
noble sense, but he went on to ex- 
plain, Pompidou detested tech- 
nocrats, he would never (Roux 
believed) have been in favour of 
the Maastricht Agreement: he was 
the Colbert of the 20th century. 
Roux told bow he had guided him in 
the move to a successful nuclear 
system in France. 

These remarks obviously caused 
offence to the officials present who 
had advised Pompidou on industri- 
al matters. The chairman endeav- 
oured to smooth matters by 
speaking of the traditional rivalry 
between the Ecoie Normale 
Superieure (where Pompidou had 
studied) and the Ecoie Polytech- 
nique which Roux had chosen. But 
this was not only a statement 
made by the grand old man of 
French capitalism with reference to 
the planners, it was also a cteim of 
importance which was typically 
controversial. Now that Ambroise 



Rons: the grand old man of 
French capitalism AFP 


Roux has died we have to recognise 
how his assessments of what he 
had done were frequently contra- 
dicted by other authorities. He was 
a character. 

Roux's father was in newspaper 
management and his mother was 
related to the pharmacist family 
Poulenc, After graduating from the 
Potytechnique he went to the office 
of Jean-Marie Louvel who was from 
1951 to 2954 the Social GatholicMm- 

ister for Industry and wbo had a par- 
ticular interest in Euratomandin the 
construction of the Common Market 


He maintained his relations with 
Louvel and having established 
himself within the Compagnie 
Generate d’Etectridte, he arranged 
for the former minister to become 
president of the group. He always 
appeared as his likely successor: 
and when Louvel died, in 1970. Roux 
became president It was as presi- 
dent of this powerful group, as 
vice-president of the Comite du Pa- 
tronat Frangais, and as the president 
of the Commission Economtque 
Generate, that Roux became a dose 
adviser to Pompidou. 

He built many factories. He ac- 
quired many companies. He sat on 
many boards. He became the 
supreme example of the French 
system whereby a powerful presi- 
dent could not be controlled by 
boards or by shareholders. Nor did 
he ever think it necessary to consult 
with the trade unions. 

He suffered defeats. His friendly 
relationship with Pompidou was not 
paralleled by friendship with Giscard 
d'Estaing and, although his per- 
sonal relations with Mitterrand were 
good, he could not escape the na- 
tionalisations that followed his elec- 
tion to the Presidency in 1981. He 
was obliged to resign from the Com- 
pagnie Gdndrale (fElectridte when 
it became AlcateL 

But he immediacy launched his 
most famous idea. In 1982 he creat- 
ed Afep (Associations Flranqaise 
des Entreprises Privies), the or- 
ganisation which would protect 
the Interests of private enterprise 
against the encroachments of the 
state. It was meant to take the 


place of the Comite du Patronat 
Franqais which Roux thought was 
inept since it did not have strong 
political views. Bringing together 
in the Hotel Crillon some 24 presi- 
dents of the biggest business 
interests, what he called ‘Testab- 
lishment", he sought to give vigour 
to French capitalism. 

But once again contacts were im- 
portant. He became a dose friend of 
Edouard Bahadur; who became Min- 
ister for Finance in the co-habitation 
government of 1986. And he be- 
came a regular visitor to the Elysee. 
since Mitterrand's socialism did not 
prevent him from taking a keen in- 
terest in the markets. Preaching a 
discretion that he did not always 
follow' himself, Roux was able to 
discuss all aspects of economic af- 
fairs with governments. He believed 
that businesses were united be- 
cause they had common interests 
and that where there were rivalries 
he could bring about reconcilia- 
tions. In the matter of appointments 
to important posts, whether in 
business or in government, he was 
very powerful. 

It is strange that his political 
judgement was not always sound. 
He never believed that Mitterrand 
would become President cf the 
Republic; he was one of those 
who advised Chirac to take the 
disastrous decision to dissolve 
the Assembly in 1997; and in 1998 
he thought that the right wing 
would be well advised to come to an 
agreement with Le Pen’s National 
Front. Yet the importance of the unit- 
ed patrons of French capitalism 


was such that such errors were 
brushed aside. 

Roux played his role as the in- 
cantation of money and power As 
president of the Compagnie 
Generate (1‘Electridte he had his pri- 
vate lift and a private cinema; he 
claimed to have the finest private ad- 
dress book in France; he controlled 
the dress of his staff (women were 
never allowed to wear trousers). He 
liked nothing better than to refuse 
tn give interviews to journalists, 
but then to invite them to informal 
conversation.? when, wiutet smoking 
a large cigar, he would surprise 
them by saying that he had never in- 
vested a penny of his own money in 
apy of his enterprises. 

Perhaps "i’Ambroise", as he was 
sometimes called. or“lc President” 
as he was often called, symbolised 
the division between a powerful 
minority and the disenfranchised 
masses which characterised 
France. All Ambroise Roux's private 
interests were very special He was 
a royalist who attended mass every 
January on the anniversary of Louis 
XVTs execution. He was a spiritu- 
alist who published a book on table- 
turning. He took three months' 
holiday every summer to cultivate 
his garden at Tbegastel on the gran- 
ite coast of Brittany. He was some- 
one who stood apart. 

Douglas Johnson 


Ambroise Roux, businessman: 
barn Piaaop. Prance 26 June 1921; 
married Franqoisc Marion lone 
son. one daughter); died Montfbrl- 
UAmaury. France 4 April 1999. 
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FREDERICK RAINSFORD had a 
“good” war- as a bomber pilot who 
flew many missions over Germany 
and North Africa, commanded two 
bomber squadrons and was deco- 
rated. But it was his peacetime 
contribution to the Berlin airlift 
which he believed was the chief 
achievement of a lively lifetime of 
public service, 

like mapy ethos, he believed that 
the success of the airlift was vital in 
deflecting the threat of a Third 
World War. June 1948 was a moment 
to be resolute: “Tb have surrendered 
[Berlin] would have been contrary 
to all that we had fought for and so 
dearly won,” was how he put it in 
his Memoirs cf an Accidental 
Airman (1986). 

The memoirs tell with his char- 
acteristic self-deprecation and wit, 
erf an Anglo-Irish childhood which 
was the prelude to a remarkably foil 
and varied life. He was born in 1909 
in Castlebar; Co Mayo, in the west 
of Ireland, where his father was sta- 
tioned as a member of the Royal 
Irish Constabulary. The troubles of 
the early 1920s forced the Rainsford 
family out of their Carrick-on- 
Shannon home and into residence in 
the safer haven of Belfast 

Rainsford had a toother and three 
sisters (of whom the youngest, 
Marie, survives him in Co Galway), 
and his father's pension as a retired 
policeman did not go fan So, after 
being educated in Belfast at Camp- 
bell College, and rejected by the 
Navy, Frederick, “undecided as to 
how to earn a living" went to 
Keny a as a pupil farmer on the 
Mau Escarpment 

The Depression brought this 
episode to an end, so be enrolled as 
an agricultural student at Queen's 
University Belfast where he became 
president of the literaiy and debat- 
ing society the Literific. At univer- 
sity he learned to fly and in 1936 he 
was commissioned in the RAF and 
served at various stations in England 
before the outbreak of war. 

first he was involved in training 
pilots; then in 1941 he was sent to 
command a Wellington bomber 
squadron in North Africa. Flying 
from Kabrit on the Suez Canal the 
Wellingtons tried to support the 
Army by cutting off the Germans’ 
sea-borne supplies, raiding Benghazi 
harbour night after night 

Rainsford graphically describes 
his feelings in those gloomy months 
before the Alamein dawn: 
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He fell ill at the end of 1943 and ■> 
the rest of his war was quieter. He && < 
ran a station on his own, Gamston i y, ^ rr , , 
to Nottinghamshire, and wfaefi the ■: -i ;r ' : 
war ended he briefly became a civil ' 
servant, before returning to the 
RAF as Deputy Director of Air Sup- 
port and 'Transport Operations atthe 
Air Minis try in Kina Charles Street 
One ofAsto’s roles was to supply, in 
the event of an emergency, the 
British garrison in Berlin. 

By mid-June 1948 co-operation 
between the Allies and the Soviets 
had broken down, and by the 24&the 
city was blockaded. Hie only access 
for the Western powers was through 
three air corridors. It was soon 
dear that the whole operational 
strength of Transport Command 
was going to be required if the 
British garrison and the citizens of 
Berlin were not to starvd. 

By July the tonnage of supplies 
had been doubled, and the Ameri- 
cans had begun to fly into Berlin, 
Templehof. The Army became in- ^ 
volved in Loading aircraft at RAF 
airfields in Britain, and within a :: 
few weeks there was an aircraft •: 
movement at Berlin, Gatow, every 
90 seconds. 

From early on Rainsford was ef- 
fectively the senior staff officer in 
the Air Ministry responsible to the 
Government for maintaining the 
airlift He faced the problem of foe 
sheer physical tiredness of crews fly% 
tog day and night, sortie after sor- 
tie, in all weathers. Then there was: 
the questfonofuidngcivU aircraft to 
supplement RAF planes; the Trea- 
sury began to balk at the cost and. 
the Afr Minis ter Arthur Henderson,' ‘ 
would summon him at the slightest 
sign that the tonnage of deliveries 
was dropping. 7 

The airlift continued throughout 
the winter of 1948-49 and became a 
huge operation, apparently capable, 
of going on indefinitely. By June 1949 
this intense, but peaceful battle 
was won when, the Soviets lifted then 




quite 

had done our best, bat it didn't seem to 
be getting anywhere. It was a mood of 
course that passed, but there is a 
definite limit to anyone's courage and 
endurance and by January 1942 some 
of us felt we were getting a little bit 
near it 

He felt the pity of war more acute- 
ly than its glory. In North Africa, and 
later; he found it intensely difficult 
to come to terms with the loss of so 
many close friends. 

Eventually he flew home and, 
with difficulty regained some equi- 
librium. Then he had a spell train- 
ing pilots to fly Wellingtons, in which 
role he had the help of one of the 
war’s least likely but most charming 
adjutants. Bob Boothby. It was in this 
job that the “Accidental Airman” 
briefly lived up to his name. While 
teaching a senior officer how to fly 
a Wellington, Rainsford set out to 
demonstrate a copybook landing 
but, ignoring warning signals in the 
cockpit and even radio messages 
from the ground, did so without the 
benefit of his undercarriage, which 
he had completely forgotten to lower 

This setback did not prevent him 
from learning to fly Lancaster 
bombers and taking command of 1 15 
Squadron in 1943. There he flew mis- 
sions over the Ruhr, and other Eu- 
ropean targets and constantly 
wrestled with the problem of 
"whether to put my name down for 
an attack on Berlin, or to try to 
persuade myself that the Com- 
manding Officer was quite indis- 
pensable and that 1 was too valuable 
to lose". The award of the DFC in 
October 1943 made clear what his 
superiors thought about his solution 
to this problem. 
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Rainsford: 'accidental airman* 


blockade; Rainsfbrd's contribution 
was recognised with his appintment 
asCBE. 

Next his career took him to 
Athens, as Air Attache, and then, 



Memos i w . 


after tearing the RAF in 1962, he toop 


to the Diplomatic Service l ifrp 
duck to water. He had postings in 
India and Korea before finally be- 
coming Deputy Consul General in 
New York. 

Frederick - or “Turkey" as he was 
widely known - Rainsford delighted 
in people and words and humour He 
loved the poetry of Yeats and said: 

“I still feel that to write one good 
poem is ample justification for our 
brief sojourn on earth.” 

Bernard Adams 

Frederick Fitzpatrick Rainsford, 
nir/orce officer and diplomat: 
horn Castlebar; Co Mayo I Decem- 
ber 1909: DFC 1943; CBE 1949; 
married 1939 Doreen Ralph 
(two daughters; marriage dis -\ . 
solved). 19« Audrey Meyer (one., 
son, one daughter); died Brock : y 
Hampton. Gloucestershire 13 
February 19 99. 
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Dorothea Broo king 
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YOUR EXCELLENT obituary of 
Dorothea Brooking % June Aver- 
ill, 6 April] foils to mention two 
very important things, writes 
Richard Wade. 

First, her quite extraordinary 
ability to produce children. In the 
days when there was no recording 
and ail drama had to be transmitted 
live, performing was a very exacting 
and terrifying experience. Foryoune 
children who had never experienced 
it before, it must have been 
little short of terrifying. However 
Dorothea had the ability to bring out 
the very best from them. 1 hare seen 
her extract the most moving per- 
formances from children of 12 and 
13 who fly the time they had been 
through her exacting rehearsals 


gave the impression of being 
highly experienced professionals. 

Secondly, since June Averill men- 
tions Prunella Scales’s performance 
as Martha in the second production 
of The Secret Garden, we should re- 
member who played Martha in the 
first production. When Dorothea was 
casting in 1952. she went up to Man- 
chester and interviewed a young girl 
who had been a child actress in ra&o 
drama. This pretty giri had decided 
to give up acting, but Dorothea per- 
suaded her to defer her retirement 
and come to London to play Martha. 
The performance she gave was stun- 
ning and made a deep impression on 

other television producers. But for 
Dorothea, we should probably never 
have heard of Billie Whitelaw. 
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The Independent 10 April 1999 
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Freaky Tah 
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raP MUSIC'S Taran tino-style tenden- 
cy to glamorise violence shows no sign 
of abating. 

In this unsavoury climate, which 
sees major record labels exploiting 
Street culture without thinking through 
the consequences, the fatal shooting of 
Freaky Tah laJLa. Raymond Rodgers), 
a member of the US rap act Lost 
eati *2 he- i P Boyz, seems to be just another name to 

add to the sad litany of Thpac Shakur, 
hilted in 1996, Notorious B.I.G., shot 
in 1997, and the cult rapper Big L 
(hugely respected in the underground 
for his tracks “Ebonics" and “Devil’s 
Son”), who was gunned down in Feb- 
ruary this year. 

Yet, until recently, Freaky Tah and 
the three other member of Lost Boyz 
looked as if they had managed to escape 
their origins in the South Jamaica 
area of Queens, New York, with the suc- 
cess of two gold albums. However, 
the group didn't bail out of their 
community and supported local busi- 
nesses as well as helping kids from their 
own neighbourhood. 

Freaky Tah, along with his friend 
X Kelly, who took up the nom de rap 
Mr Cheeks and cousins who became 
Pretty Lou and DJ. Spigg Nice, had 
seen the other side. “We've got famil y 
values," stated Freaky Tah in interviews. 
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these cats." 

Raymond Rodgers was bom in 1972. 
After attending high school, with the 
three other members of the group he 
began working at Kennedy Airport, but 
all four decided to quit on the same day. 
The quartet took their name from Joel 
Schumacher’s 1987 film, the teen block- 
buster The Lost Boys , and struggled to 
find a recording deal. Mr Cheeks 
penned some rhymes for the hip-hop 
pioneers Whodini (of “Magic's Wand” 
fame) and gangsta rapper Father M C. 

The Lost Boyz openly admitted 
that, in the early Nineties, they hustled 
and sold drugs to make ends meet 
However; after seeing another dealer 
get shot they decided to go straight 
just as they signed to the Universal 
label in 1995. 

By then, rap had gone mainstream, 
worldwide and ballistic, and several sin- 
gles, “Jeeps”, “Lex Coup", “Bimaz & 
Benz", “Renee” “Lifestyles of the Rich 
and Shameless” - with its mantra 
“some died wit the name, some die 
nameless, it's all the same game, it’s 
all the same pain” - and “Music Makes 
Me High” (complete with a mindblow- 
fjk remix featuring Tha Dogg Pound) 
S 3 well as the infectious “Get Up" 
helped establish the Lost Boyz on 



Freaky Tah, aJca. Raymond Rodgers (Par left), with the Lost Boyz 


the hip-hop scene. However; the release 
of their debut album, Legal Drug 
Money, which reflected on their tran- 
sition from a ghetto existence, was 
delayed until 1996 and, even though 
the record went gold, the outfit didn't 
quite emulate the cross-over success of 
Jay-Z, Busta Rhymes or Bone, Thugs 
’N’ Harmony. 

Love Peace & Nappmess (1997) an 
uplifting and more mature follow-up, 
saw Lost Boyz widen their horizons 
and function in a more democratic 
manner with Tah penning “Get Your 
Hustle On" and “Why?" two of the 
album's pivotal tracks. According to 


Pretty Lou, “Cheeks and Freaky were 
the star players on the team. 1 was 
like the amp-man. maldng the crowd 
throw their hands up while Spigg 
kept the music going and did some 
background vocals." 

Featuring guest appearances by up- 
coming rap stars like Redman and 
Carnbus and the obligatory homage to 
Tupac Shakur and Biggie Smalls, Love 
Peace & Nappiness sold more than 
500,000 copies. The Lost Boyz, who 
pledged allegiance to their background 
in “My Crew", formed their own pro- 
duction company called LB Family En- 
tertainment and were hoping to issue 


Universal Records 


a compilation featuring some of the 
finest undiscovered talent from Queens. 
Freaky Tah's father. Linford Rodgers, 
said of his son's work: “His dream was 
to help other kids in the neighbourhood 
get started in the business. He was an 
open-hearted person, always willing to 
help those who were in need." 

A third album by the group, provi- 
sionally entitled LB For Life, was due 
for release in June. 

Pierre Perrone 

Raymond "Freaky Tah ~ Rodgers, rap 
per and songwriter, bom New York 
1972: died New York 29 March 1999. 
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BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


Memorial 

Services 

BAMBROUGH: A Memorial Ser- 
vice for John Renford Bam- 
broasfa, Fellow of St John’s 
CoDeee, sometime TUtox; Dean 
and President, formerly Uniwer- 
, sity Lecturer ra Ptulosophy, wiU 
held in St John's College 
■chapel on Saturday 24 April 1999 
at li noon. 


IN MEMORIAM 


ABU-HAK1MA: Ahmad Mustafa. 
Professor, scholar; historian and 
world authority on Eastern Ara- 
bia. Bom 28 August 1923 in 
Abbasiyya, Palestine, died 9 
April 1998 in Ottawa, Canada. A 
truly contented man, wherever 
he traversed he brought opti- 
mism and love to the lives of 
many many people around the 
world. Always remembered in 
our hearts, thoughts and 
prayers. Fhnufy and friends. 


Announcements for Gazette 
BIRTHS. MARRIAGES & DEATHS 
(Births, Adoptions, Marriages, 
Deaths, Memorial services. 
Wedding anniversaries, In memori- 
^m) are charged at £&50 a Gne 
-VAT extra). 
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APPOINTMENTS 

Dr Peter January, to be 
ambassador to the Republic 
of Albania. 

Mr Peter Harborue, to be 
British High Commissioner 
to the Republic of Trinidad 
and Tobago. 

Mr Timothy John Bowies, 
to be a Master of the 
Supreme Court, Chancery 
Division. 

Mr Creon Butler, to be Chief 
Economist and Head of the 
Economic Relations Depart- 
ment at the Foreign Office. 
Mr Guy Nicholas Otten, to 
J^parHime Regional Chair- 
vRnan of the Mental Health 
Review Tribunals for the 
Trent and Northern and 
Yorkshire Region. 


Birthdays 

TODAY: Mr Lyndon Brook, 
actor; 73; Lord Brookes, for^ 
mer company chairman, 90; 
Professor J. Desmond 
Clark, anthropologist and 
archaeologist, 83; Sir Antho- 
ny Cleaver, chairman, AEA 
Technology, 61; Sir Edward 
Evans-Lombe, High Court 
judge, 62; Mr Lennox Fyfe, 
chairman, Co-operative 
Wholesale Society, 58; Mr 
Patrick Garland, theatre 
and film director; 64; Miss 
Lesley Garrett soprano, 44; 
Mr Adrian Henri, former 
president Liverpool Acade- 
my of Arts, 67; Mr John 
Holroyd, Secretary for 
Appointments to the Prime 
Minister, 64; Miss Gloria 
Hnnnifbrd, radio presenter, 
59; Mr Owen Kelly, former 
Commissioner of Police for 
the City of London, 67; Mr 
Tom Levitt MP. 45; Profes- 
sor Kathleen Mqjor, former 
Principal, St Hilda’s College, 
Oxford, 93; Mr Stan Mellor, 
racehorse trainer and former 
jockey, 62; Mr David Moor- 
croft athlete, 46; Sir Robert 
Rhodes James, historian 
and former MR 66; Mr Omar 
ShariL acton 67; Mr Thomas 
Spencer, MER 51; Mr 
Christopher Stoddart, man- 
aging director; GMTY 49; Mr 
Paul Theroux, writer, 58; Mr 
Max von Sydow, actor; 70; 
Sir Rodney Walker, former 
fhairman, Sports Council. 56. 

TOMORROW Miss Janet 
Aflen, former Headmistress, 
Benenden School, 63; Vis- 
count Buckmaster, former 
diplomat, 78; Mr Joseph 
Bnrnett-Stnart, former 
chairman, Robert Fleming 
Holdings, 69; Professor Ray- 
mond Carr, former Warden, 


St Antony’s College, Oxford, 
80; Mr John Cryer MP. 35; 
Mr Gervase de Peyer. clar- 
inettist, 73; Sir Oscar De 
Vllle, former chairman, 
Meyer International, 74; Mr 
Clive Exton, scriptwriter, 69; 
Mr Janies Alan Ffcrman. 
former director, British 
Board of Film Classification, 
69; Miss Jill Gascoine, 
actress, 62; Mr Joel Grey, 
actor and singer 67; Mr 
Michael Hindi ey, MER 52; 
Mr Derek Martin, actor. 66; 
Dame Anne Poole, former 
chief nursing officer. Depart- 
ment of Health, 65; Mr 
Roland Smith, ambassador 
to the Ukraine, 56; Mr 
Richard Wain wright former 
MR 81; Professor Michael 
Wright, mechanical engineer 
and Vice-Chancellor, Aston 
University, 52. 


ANNIVERSARIES 

TODAY 

Births: James V King of 
Scotland, 1512; John Wilmot, 
second Earl of Rochester, 
poet and courtier, 1647; 
William Hazlitt, essayist and 
critic, 1778; William Booth, 
founder of the Salvation 
Army 1829; Joseph Pulitzer, 
newspaper proprietor and 
founder of the Pulitzer 
Prizes, 1847; George Arliss 
(George Augustus Andrews), 
acton 1868. Deaths: Agostino 
Agazzari, composer, 1640; 
Algernon Charles Swin- 
burne, poet, 1909; Khalil 
Gibran, writer, 2931; Evelyn 
Arthur St John Waugh, nov- 
elist, 1966; Antonia White, 
journalist and novelist, 1980. 
On this day: the United 
States patent system was 
established, 1790; the 
Catholic Emancipation Bill 


was passed by Parliament. 
1829; the New York Tribune 
i later Herald-Tribune i was 
first published, 1841; George 
Eliot's novel The Mill cm the 
Floss was published, I860; 
Phineas T. Barn urn's circus 
first opened. Brooklyn, New 
York. 1871; the US Senate 
passed the Civil Rights Bill, 
1960; over 3,000 people were 
killed after severe earth- 
quakes occurred in Iran, 
1972; Golda Meir resigned as 
Prime Minister of Israel, 
1974; the first London perfor- 
mance of the musical show 
Chicago was staged, 1979. 
Today is the Fbast Day of St 
Bademus, St FUlbert of 
Chartres, St Macarius or 
Macaire of Ghent, St Michael 
de Sanctis, St Paternus of 
Abdinghof and the Martyrs 
under the Danes. 

TOMORROW 
Births: Marguerite 
d’Angouleme, Queen of 
Navarre, 1492; James Parkin- 
son, physician and palaeon- 
tologist, discoverer of 
Parkinson's Disease. 1755; 
George Canning statesman. 
1770; Sir Henry Creswieke 
Rawlinson, soldier and orien- 
talist, 1810; Sir Charles Halle 
(Carl Halle), pianist and con- 
ductor; 1819; Dean Gooder- 
ham Acheson, lawyer and 
statesman, 1893. Deaths: 
Llywelyn ap Iorwerth, Prince 
of Wales, 1240: Donato Bra- 
mante (d’Agnolo), architect 
1514; Sir Thomas Wyatt, 
conspirator, executed 1554; 
Antoine Coypel, painter, 1661; 
John Galt, novelist. 1839; 
James Anthony Bailey, cir- 
cus proprietor, 1906; Erskine 
Caldwell, novelist, 1987. On 
this day: Sir Thomas Fairfax 
was victorious at the Battle 
of Selby during the English 


Civil War, 1644; William HI 
and Mary U were crowned 
joint monarchs, 1689; George 
Bernard Shaw’s play Pyg- 
malion opened in London, 
1914; the US spacecraft 
Apollo 13 blasted off from 
Cape Kennedy, 1970. Tomor- 
row is the Feast Day of St 
Barsanupfiius, St Gemma 
Gaigani. St Godeberta. St 
Guthlac. St Isaac of Spoleto 
and St Stanislaus of Cracow. 


lectures 

TODAY 

National Gallery: Tom 
Parsons. “Feasts «ii>: Gior- 
dano. Perseus turning 
Phineas and his Followers to 
Stone". 12pm. 

Victoria and Albert 
Museum: Julian Litten. 

■The Easter Story in Late 
Medieval Art”. 2pm. 

Tale Gallery: Laurence 
Bradbury, “Soft Sculpture". 
Ipm. 

British Museum: Paul 
Collins. “The Revival of 
Assyria". 11.30am; Paul 
Collins. “Gods and Kings in 
the Ancient Near East". 
1.30pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: 
Anne Harvey and Philip Bag- 
guley, -‘Harlequin in White- 
hall: the life and work of 
Humbert Wolfe 0886-1940'. 
poet and civil servant ”. 3pm. 

TOMORROW 
Victoria and Albert 
Museum: Alex Buck. “The 
Arts and Crafts Legacy; from 
i$60s to the present", 2pm. 
Tate Gallery: Laurence 
Bradbury. “Subject Special- 
ists in Art”. 2.30pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: 
Paul Webb. “Crime Writers: 

E D. James", 3pm. 


ROYAL 

ENGAGEMENTS 


The Princess Royal, Patron, 
Scottish Rugby Union, today 
attends the France v 
Scotland match in the Five 


Nations Championship at 
Stade de France, Paris. 


Changing of the Guard 

TODAY* The Household Cav- 
alry Mounted Regiment 


mounts the Queen's Life 
Guard at Horse Guards, 
llam; F Company Scots 
Guards mounts the Queen's 
Guard, Buckingham Palace. 
11.30am, band provided by 
the Scots Guards. TOMOR- 
ROW The Household Caval- 


ry Mounted Regiment 
mounts the Queen's Life 
Guard at Horse Guards. 
10am: Number 7 Company 
Coldstream Guards mounts 
the Queen's Guard. Bucking- 
ham Palace. li.30am. band 
provided by the Irish Guards. 
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Literary Notes 

ALISON JOSEPH 


A nun in a dodgy bar at 
three in the morning 


WHILE MUSING on the idea 
of what would maiw a good 
detective for a series of crime 
novels, I stumbled upon the 
idea of a nun. Which shows 
bow little 1, and many others, 
know about nuns. 

What I did know was that 
the archetypal hero of crime 
fiction should be in some 
sense set apart a loner, ca- 
pable of fetching up in dodgy 
bars at three in the morning, 
drinking whisky with no one 
back at home to worry about 
them. He or she should be be- 
yond society: thereby free to 
go down the mean streets. 

A nun according to com- 
mon prejudice is someone 
who lives by solitude, who has 
set herself apart from fami- 
ly- and society, and who. if she 
lives in an open order, could 
quite feasibly be accountable 
to no one. After all. these 
days, a nun is as likely to be 
dressed in jeans and live in a 
terraced house in Hackney, 
as to be covered in black 
from head to toe and inhabit 
a medieval doister in a place 
of outstanding natural beau- 
ty Modern nuns can be found 
in hostels for alcoholics, in 
centres for the homeless; 
freed, indeed, by their vows, to 
go down those mean streets. 

But many fail to realise is 
that a convent is a sodal 
structure like any other. Ear 
from escaping from any kind 
of accountability: those living 
the monastic life are still in 
a workplace facing the same 
workplace issues as anyone 
else. Nuns progress from 
their novitiate to manage- 


ment posts, rising up in their 
organisation like any other 
managerial person, and then 
finding themselves responsi- 
ble for the r unning of things, 
the planning of building 
works, the worrying about 
funding and expenditure. 

Rather than floating 
through the silent doister 
on a cloud of unknowing, the 
modern nun is constantly 
called upon to deal with the 
everyday r unnin g of her com- 
munity, or with the chal- 
lenges of her work. Not only 
that, but there are the irrita- 
tions of one’s fellow workers 
to contend with - just like or- 
dinary life, in fact, except 
without weekends oft. 

So much for the archetyp- 
al solitary nun. It would hard- 
ly be appropriate to be out 
chasing dues, when you're 
supposed to be doing tbe 
washing-up. or in a manage- 
ment meeting with the 
archdeacon to discuss the 
new roof A convent, rather 
than being a collection of 
people seddng solitude, is 
more like a beehive, a col- 
lective body of interdepen- 
dence and consensus. 

There is, however: anoth- 
er side to the archetype: the 
sense of struggle. In apy crime 
novel, of course, there is the 
conflict between good and 
evil: but also, there is the se- 
ries of challenges faced by the 
hero in uncovering the truth. 
In classic crime novels from 
the so-called “golden age", 
the detective simply Ends 
him or herself up against the 
evidence, and has to fight 


with that. But. these days, we 
ask more of our crime fiction; 
the modern detective has his 
or her own struggle, his or 
her own personal battles to be 
fought - this could take the 
form of conflict within their 
personal life, a messy divorce 
perhaps or some past unre- 
solved relationship which 
won't quite disappear. And. of 
course, joining a convent 
doesn't put an end to any of 
that. Entering a monastic 
community doesn't wipe out 
one's past It doesn't cancel 
those all too human yearn- 
ings, desires or memo:ies - 
but it might just offer a struc- 
ture in which such issues can 
be contained or laid to rest 

Someone who takes up 
the monastic life may have re- 
linquished the “outside world" 
in terms of family, mortgages 
or car insurance: but instead 
they face tbe challenges 
raised by their vows. Far 
from having run away, they 
have chosen to accept things 
as thqy are. to inhabit a place 
from where there is nowhere 
left to run. A convent is a 
place to live out one’s real life, 
like anywhere else. 

A nun, then. A fictional 
nun, someone who finds her- 
self out chasing clues when 
she's supposed to be doing 
the washing-up. And she's 
still capable of fetching up in 
dodgy bars at three in the 
morning drinking far too 
much whisky. It could work. 

Alison Joseph is the author 
of ‘The Dying Liakf ( Head- 
line . £17.99) 
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Arms trade a sign of 
global moral drift 


NEXT WEEK sees the 300th 
anniversary of the Sikh festival 
of Vaisakhi when Guru Gobind 
Singh, the last of the 10 Sikh 
Gurus, created a new commu- 
nity of equals dedicated to the 
worship of God through service 
to their fellow human beings. 

It is an appropriate coinci- 
dence that Vaisakhi falls close 
to the Christian festival of East- 
er. Both have their roots in the 
brave martyrdom of a religious 
leader and the human frailty of 
those that follow. The story of 
Peter's denial at the time of 
Jesus Christ’s crucifixion is 
mirrored in the martyrdom of 
Guru Teg Bahadhur, the ninth 
Guru of the Sikhs. The Guru 
was publicly beheaded for de- 
fending the rights of Hindus 
facing persecution and forced 
conversion to Islam at the 
hands of the Mughal rulers. His 
courageous stand was later 
echoed in Voltaire's sentiment: 
-I may not believe in what you 
say, but will defend to the death 
your right to say if 

The Mughal Emperor chal- 
lenged the Guru's followers, 
who then had no recognisable 
appearance, to come forward 
and claim their master's body. 
But Sikhs in the crowd hesi- 
tated to do so and the body was 
eventually removed by stealth. 

The Guru's son and succes- 
sor, Guru Gobind Singh, was 
concerned about this momen- 
tary lapse of courage. He con- 
stantly reminded Sikhs of the 
need to stand up for their beliek 
however great the odds. Then 
he decided to put the commu- 
nity to the test. On the spring 
festival of Vaisakhi 1699. as 
crowds were celebrating the 
gathering of the winter harvest, 
the Guru suddenly emerged 
from a tent, sword in hand, and 
asked for any Sikh willing to 
give his life for his faith, to 
join him in the tent Without 
hesitation, five Sikhs instantly 
responded to the challenge. 

In a simple ceremony in 
which sweetened water, called 
Amrit. was sprinkled on the 
five, the Guru initiated the “five 
beloved" as the first members 
of a new community of equals 
who were to combine steely re- 
solve with saintliness of tem- 
perament. They were required 
neither to intimidate nor be in- 
timidated by others. TO com- 


plete the ceremony, the Guru 
gave the first five members of 
tire Kbalsa, the community of 
equals, the symbols or visible 
identity - including the long 
hair covered by a turban - by 
which we are recognised today. 
Finally he ashed the five to drop 
any name linked to caste and 
take the common name 
“Singh" - literally “lion" - as a 
reminder of the need for 
courage. In the same way, 
women were asked to take 
the common name “Kaur" - lit- 
erally “princess" - as a re- 
minder of dignity and complete 
equality. 

Sikhs then, like members of 
the Salvation Array with their 

Faith 

& 

Reason 

INDARJ1T SINGH 

Members of the 
United Nations 
Security Council 
must face the fact 
that standing up for 
human rights is 
never a cheap option 


uniform, have a visible identi- 
ty to remind us of our principles 
and ideals. By the same token 
we allow others to measure us 
against our beliefs. But Sikhs 
aren't alone in their emphasis 
on responsible living. Jesus 
Christ gave his life for his faith 
and the teachings of both faiths 
make clear that society has to 
pay for short-term expediency. 
As the lines of a Christian hymn 
remind us: “they enslave their 
children's children, who would 
compromise with sin”. 

Today we have to ask why is 
it that the values taught by re- 
ligion, which seem sensible in 
themselves, have got such a 
bad press? Undoubtedly it is 
partly because of the way reli- 
gion is often put forward as a 
series of chants and rituals 
rather than as a sane practical 
and, dare I say it, necessary 


guide to responsible living. In 
ditching such guidance, we 
have made up our own. putting 
“I” or “me" or “us" rather than 
God at the centre of the scheme 
of things - expediency with 
disastrous consequences mea- 
sured in the rise of crime, fam- 
ily breakdown and our attitude 
to others, both near and far. 

Today we are all numbed by 
the suffering in Kosovo, Rwan- 
da and many other parts of 
world, but we need to ask our- 
selves how much this is due to 
a globalisation of moral drift, 
where arms exports and polit- 
ical support to known tyrants 
are considered fine, as by the 
French in Rwanda or ourselves 
to Saddam Hussein in the 
Eighties - until something goes 
wrong. Even today, Slobodan 
Milosevic is asking his neigh- 
bour Russia for more arms. 

Sikh teachings on the use of 
force are clear. When all other 
m eans of combating evil fail, it 
is permissible to turn to the use 
of force. Nato must finish what 
it has started. But moral ques- 
tions persist Why the use of 
force against Saddam Hussein 
and Serbia and the turning of 
a blind eye to the dozen or so 
other regimes carrying out 
unspeakable atrocities on their 
fellow citizens? 

When the United Nations 
organisation was created at 
the end of the Second World 
War, particular responsibility 
for the maintenance of peace 
was given to the five permanent 
members of the Security Coun- 
cil Today they are responsible 
for 80 per cent of the world’s 
arms trade. 

Clearly there is a need to 
establish UN boundaries of un- 
acceptable behaviour beyond 
which retribution will be certain 
and swift rather than the 
dithering of final warning on 
final warning that encourages 
the tyrant to think he may get 
away with iL But it also means 
getting away from special re- 
lationships and considerations 
of trade. It means looking 
afresh at the sane guidance of 
true religion. It means standing 
up and being counted for our 
beliefs, even when it is difficult 
or unprofitable to do so. 

Indttrjit Singh is editor of the 
‘Sikh Messenger' 
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ARTS & BOOKS 


There ’ s 


method in 


the madness 


A novel without the letter ‘e’? A poem that would take 
190 million years to read? Welcome to Oulipo, where 


writing is played strictly by the rules. By Kevin Jackson 


T o be or not to be: that 
was the quotation. I 
was in Paris, being 
given a beginner's 
lesson in a particular 

literary technique by 

the writer and clas- 
sical historian Marcel Benabou. 
“Choose a famous line of English po- 
etry," he instructed. Too bemused (or 
not too be-mused?) to come up with 
anything more original I opted for 
the first line of Hamlet's soliloquy. 

“Good. Now think of a replace- 
ment for the vert) *to be’." “How 
about *to agree’?" “Very good. Now. 
a word that rhymes with ‘ques- 
tion’.'' “OK. •digestion’." “And now 
what do you have?" “To agree or not 
to agree: that is digestion.” (Which 
just about passes muster as an 
accurate definition, if you think of 
idiomatic expressions such as 
“cheese doesn't agree with me”.) 
“Vatin! We have created a new line 
of English verse." 

Not a very impressive line, per- 
haps, but as I say. this was only a 
beginner's lesson. Had I been able 
to stay in Paris fora lew more days, 
M Benabou might have been able to 
give me lessons in other, more 
advanced techniques employed by 
the Oulipo, a writers' group of which 
he is the ‘Definitively Provisional 
Secretary”. Application of some of 
these Oulipian techniques to Shake- 
speare’s lines may result in, for 
example, “lb he or not to be: that’s 
the problem" Uipogram in D; “lb be 
or not to be: that is not the question” 
(negation); “To beckon or not to 
beckon: that is the mimsy" (trans- 
position, W+ 7): "Tv. at his behest 
bet on toot or quit” V’uagram); “At 


a biec a nutty boy, too, heats the 
queasy tone” (homoconsonatism); 
“TWo-beer naughty beat shatters 
equation" (homophony); or the 
charming snowball: 


J 

am 

all 

mute 

after 

seeing 

Hamlet's 

annoying 

emergency 

yours truly 

Shakespeare 


Readers curious to see what 
other diverting trifles may be pre- 
pared from the Bard's chestnut 
should turn at once to page 111 i a 
palindrome, I note) of the newly pub- 
lished Oulipo Compendium, edited 
by Harry Mathews and Alastair 
Brotchie (Atlas Press), which prints 
the complete text of Mr Mathews' 
“35 Variations on a Theme from 
Shakespeare”, as well as many 
other feats of ingenuity by that 
alert, alarming, allusive and alto- 
gether admirable American author. 
The Oulipo Compendium is, 
appropriately, the most compen- 
dious guide to the work of the Oulipo 
that has so far appeared in En glish. 

If you've already heard of the 
Oulipo, you'll probably have made up 
your mind as to the wisdom or folly 
of their collective enterprise. If you 
haven't, bnt have been willing to 
venture at least as far as this para- 
graph into uncharted territory, you'll 
have worked out that Oulipianism 
has at least something to do with 


verbal games -playing. You deserve, 
at least, the courtesy of a little his- 
torical background. 

Put most simply < a practice few 
Oulipians would tend to favour, 
unless to simplify involved, say. 
stripping away all the consonants 
from a sentence: “o e o o o e: a i e 
ue io..."). the Oulipo is a society of 
authors, mostly French, with a light 
sp rinkling of Anglophones, who have 
devoted themselves to the produc- 
tion of highly idiosyncratic literary 
works - ranging in scale from the 
miniature (such as a one-letter 
poem by Francois Le Lionnais. 
which reads, in full “T") to the 
epic, such as Georges Perec's La Vie. 
mode d'emploi < Life, a User's Man- 
ual) -all of which are written in ac- 
cordance with strict sometimes 
impossibly strict self-imposed for- 
mal constraints. 

(The preceding paragraph was 
made of a single sentence: a child- 
ishly easy discipline.) Probably the 
most commonly cited example of the 
impossibly strict constraint is 
Perec’s lipogrammatic novel La 
disparition, which never employs 
the letter “e", and which has been 
translated into English by Gilbert 
Adair under the tide A Void. Both the 
French and the English versions 
include a miniature anthology of 
well-known poems, lipogramma- 
tised into e-lessness, so that in 
Adair's version “To be or not to be" 
suffers the outrageous fortune of 
mutation into “Living or not living". 

Perec went on to write a novella, 
Les revenentes , in which those 
repressed es returned with a 
vengeance, and usurped the place 
of all the other vowels; this work has 



-m 


Raymond Queneau's mind-boggling *100,000,000,000 Poems' 


Sfeue Sanderson 


also been translated into English, by 
Ian Monk, as The Exeter Text. 

But I flee from my principal 
theme, fib flee or not to flee, lee, that 
is digression.) Some of Oulipo's 
leading lights, like Perec himself, 
have managed to become fairly well 
known around the world despite the 
relative obscurity of their party of 
allegiance. Itaio Calvino was a mem- 
ber. and his novels The Castle of 
Crossed Destinies 'based on the 
Tarot deck of cards ' and If cm a Win- 
ter’s Night a Traveller (based on 
some formulations by the semiolo- 
gist AJ Greimasi are Oulipian fic- 
tions that have won a more general 
readership. Raymond Queneau, still 
probably best known in Britain for 
his best-selling novel Zazie dans le 
Metro, was. in effect, the move- 
ment's founding father - or. as one 
Oulipian putit; “the members of the 
Oulipo are characters in an unwrit- 
ten novel by Raymond Queneau." 

lb be (or... no, forget it) more pro- 
saic. the Oulipo. or Ouvroir de Lit- 
terature Potentielle 1 “Workshop for 
potential literature" ' was founded on 
24 November 19R0. at a meeting of 


mathematicians and writers con- 
vened by Queneau and Francois Le 
Lionnais (1901-1984). Queneau had 
recently been at work on his mind- 
boggling text 100.000,000,000,000 
Poems , a sequence of 10 sonnets, 
printed on pages that are cut along 
each line from the edge of page to- 
wards spine, so that the lines can be 
read in a total of 10 to the power 14 
possible combinations. (Queneau 
calculated that it would take 190, 258, 
751 years to read.) While at work on 
this singular effort, Queneau asked 
Le Lionnais for help and advice; 
their discussions soon broadened 
out into more general questions as 
to how mathematical structures 
might be incorporated into literature. 

Before long, the founding mem- 
bers of Oulipo had modified this orig- 
inal brief into something close to its 
present form: an investigation of the 
fun and profit to be found in the con- 
straint Le Lionnais also presided 
over the foundation of several kin- 
dred research groups, known as the 
Ou-x-pos, where “x" denotes the field 
of activity: hence the Oupeinpo, for 
work in the visual arts, and the 


Oulipopo (Ouvroir de Literature 
Policiere Potentielle), for detective 
fiction, as well as the Oubapo (comic 
' strips), Oucuipo (cooking), Ouhistpo 
(history), Oumupo (music), 
Ouphopo (photography) and Out- 
rapo (tragi-comedy). 

You have been very patient with 
me, hypothetical reader, but I’m 
sure that you are now bursting to say 
something along the lines o£ “Yes, 
yes, but is any of this stuff realty any 
good, or is it just a matter of party- 
games for the over-educated?” Well, 
de gustibus and all that My imme- 
diate replies would be “Both" or “1 
can certainly say that Oulipian writ- 
ing has given me a lot of pleasure". 

Nor is it all about literaiy fun and 
frolics. For Jacques Roubaud. a 
professor of mathematics, novelist 
and. by some reckonings, France's 
most distinguished living poet, 
Oulipian techniques have been a way 
both of surmounting writer’s block 
and of coming to terms with 
bereavement His autobiographical 
fiction. The Great Fire qfLondon. is 
heartbreaking. Marcel Benabou. 
too, has produced searching Oulip- 


ian autobiography, notably in Why I 
Have Not Written Any ofMy Books . 

When I asked him for a general 
statement of the value of Oulipian 
research and composition, he said: 
“all we are really doing is rediscov- 
ering what people found at the very 
b eginning s of literature. If you look 
at ancient Chinese writing, pre- 
Islamic writing, Hebrew writing..., 
you’ll find that there is this same 
desire to explore the possibilities of 
languages and structures.’’ 

On a more prosaic level every 
working journalist understands the 
pressures and pleasures of numer- 
ical constraint. My editor, for 
exampl e, insisted that this piece 
should be 1400 words long. Well so 
it is: exactly 1400. 1 took such care, 
to make it precise that rmbroo(fing| 
about the possibility of charging! 
him extra for it To fee ornotto fee, 
that’s my obsession. 


‘Oulipo Compendium ’ and TfeJ 
Way Home ’ by Harry Mathews ar^jg 
available at good bookshops o?|j 
direct from BCM Atlas Press.T 
London WON 3XX ~V?, 


THE WEEK IN REVIEW 


IiV FIONA SURGES 



From Finland with fear 


OVERVIEW 


Lisa Cholodenko's picture 
charts the burgeoning 
affair between Junkie 
photographer Lucy (Ally 
Sfteedy) and magazine 
editor Syd (Rad ha 
Mitchell], while taking 
potshots at the trivial 
nature of New York Uving. 


Platform boots and white 
Lycra fashion PhyJUda 
Lloyd’s first musicaL The 
greatest hits of Abba are 
seasoned with the story 
of a young girTs quest to 
discover the true identity 
of her father on the eve 
of her wedding. 


Paul Rhys, wearing 
pyjamas throughout, 
takes on the role of 
the procrastinating 
protagonist in Laurence 
Boswell’s offbeat 
new production of 
William Shakespeare’s 
tragedy. 


CRITICAL 

VIEW 


“Beautifully shot and 
tauntingly scored, this film 
stays in the bloodstream 
long after the credits have 
rolled." wrote Charlotte 
O’Sullivan. "Visually and 
verbally compelling... the 
two leads are superb." 
declared The Guardian. 
“Though the miJieu may be 
phoney, the feeling is 
authentic," decided the Daily 
Telegraph. “Sheedyand 
Mitchell prove that gay 
eroticism in cinema can 
bypass pornography to find 
the heart and mind,” stated 

the Financial Times. "High 
Art isn’t high art. but it’s a 
beguiling love story: gold 
spun 'out of grime." revealed 
The Express, while Time Out 
deemed it ‘keenly observed 
... palpable erotic charge.'' 


“Ridiculously enjoyable... 
(this! handsome production 
provides a terrific mood of 
airborne silliness." cried f^ul 
Taylor. “A notch above those 
West End musicals that have 
rehashed yesterday's pop 
songs with shabby sets and 
scrappy storylines," asserted 
the Doily Telegraph. “Catchy, 
enjoyable, melodic, but a bit 
bland," muttered The 
Guardian, while Che Daily 
Mail pronounced it: 
"Cheekily conceived and 
thoroughly enjoyable." ‘Abba 
fans will forgive anything. 
And with so much fun in the 
theatrical air. we might as 
well indulge them," said The 
Times. “ Mamma Mia! lies 
heavy cn this dyspeptic 
stomach." grumbled the 
Evening Standard. 


"The strong thread of Rhys's 
performance compensates 
for some interpretative 
niggles in a basically very 
intelligent production." 
opined Paul Taylor. “Quietly 
gripping." whispered the 
Daily Telegraph, adding 
“with his delicate, curiously 
waxen face. Rhys is a 
hypersensitive Hamlet... 
heading into a fevered bur 
never exaggerated 
breakdown." “There have 
been more electrifying 
Hamlets but not many much 
wittier or more intelligently 
philosophical." gushed the 
Daily Mail. 'The play has 
scale and import... but not 
heart." sighed the Financial 
Times. "To be blunr. I found 
Rhys a bit monotonous." 
confessed The Times 


FRATRICIDE. SEDUCTION, 
incest and suicide: KuOervo is 
not a tale for the squeamish. But 
it fired the creative imagination 
of the young Jean Sibelius 
during his studies in 1890s 
Vienna. Repeatedly the com- 
poser relumed to mine the 
riches of Elias Ldnnrot’s poetic 
reworking of the Kalevala 
legends which lent confidence 
to Finland's emerging national 
consciousness. Sibelius's 
oeuvre itself became a crucial 
part of lhat process. 

His KuUervo symphony, first 
heard in Helsinki in 189:). is a 
giant of a work, just predating 
Karelia, and early versions of 
En Saga and the Lemminkai- 
ncn Lettends. Yet it is no sprawl- 
ing giant, but a rich-textured 
narrative full of contrast and 
incident often almost visual 
with a massive 25 -minute 
central section in which men's 
chorus, soprano and baritone 
soloists scaringly evoke events 
surrounding the young hero's 


Classical 


KULLERVO 

SYMPHONY HALL 
BIRMINGHAM 


unwitting deflowering of his 
own sister, which leads to his 
self-condemnation and suicide. 
This grim saga prised from the 
CBSO and Sakari Gramo, their 
Finnish principal conductor, 
one of their most rewarding 
evenings to (fate. 

Earlier Oramo’s generous 
beat allowed perhaps just a 
fraction too much romantic 
3llure to permeate the sparse 
wastes of the late tone-poem 
Tapiola: there was a slightly 
liquid, fuzzy, almost blandly 
relaxed quality initially to 
upper strings, brass and even 
woodwind. Yet the later pas- 
sages of dark low woodwind 
and icy string crescendos were 
meticulously and beautifully 
focused. 

KuUcrva never faltered. The 


CBSO men’s chorus was rhyth- 
mically firm, enunciated per- 
fectly, and under Simon 
Halsey’s guidance had grasped 
exactly the right kind of formal 
delivery for these epic lines. Of 
the two soloists, Lilli Paasikivi, 
just occasionally overborne by 
the orchestra, brought out a 
pathos in the sister’s lament as 
yearning as Sibelius's Luonno- 
tar, while the pronun ciational 
affinities of F innish and Magyar 
lent a curiously Bluebeard-like 
feel to Kullervo’s lament (“Voi, 
poloinen. paiviani”). strongly 
articulated by the baritone 
Heikki Kilpelainen. 

Oramo judged well in setting 
the hall’s sound-chamber doors 
marginally ajar. The orchestra 
bears the narrative brunt and 
here the interplay between con- 
ductor and players repeatedly 
proved itself. Sibelius's intro- 
duction, a small masterpiece, 
produced an apt warmth from 
the start with many superb 
pouits of detail : the pianissimo 


horn call which reins everything l - - 

in, impeccably disciplined short ^ 

and long bowing and pizzicato 
from the violins, rapid-spitting . 
oboes, a vital bassoon-flute \ 
dialogue over horns. In “KuDer- " •’ 
vo's Youth" the grieving viola 
lead-in abutted helter-skelter :• 
passages for cellos and basses, ' -: 
while the woodwind, notably •; 
clarinets and cor anglais, was - f; 
exquisitely poised and refined rt\ 
The ensuing build-up was brae- Wi 
ing, the dissolution as emo- / 
tionally charged as Strauss’s 
Metamarphosen. 

Crisp brass and cellos en- 
hanced the penultimate move- 
ment and fft>ra the pianissimo 
launch for strings, horn and -• 
men’s chorus (magnificent at 
the dose) the finale, “Kulfervo’s 
Death", was gripping. As in the . 
initial movement, Oramo 
judged the hiatus, or dramatic 
silence, marvellously. Such a 
sudden cessation itself became 
a high point 

Roderic dunnett 
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The decomposed punk f 
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OUR VIEW 


An elegant and involving love 
story that boasts one of the 
performances of » 
the year from V 

ex-Bratpacker 

Aliy Sheedy. JS— f 


Lloyd's foray into musicals 
is a welcome one. Cleverly 
integrating a plot 
into a host oF Abba 
hits. Momma Mia! is 
riotous good fun. 


Ffeul Rhys balances Hamlet's 
sense of martyrdom with his 
wit and sensitivity in 
this striking but 
slightly flawed 
production, ^ — * 


ON VIEW 


High Art is on nationwide 
release, cert 18. 101 minutes 


Mamma Mia! is booking 
at the Prince Edward 
Theatre. London W1 until 
September. For enquiries, 
call 017I-AA7 5400. 


Hamlet is at the Young Vic 
Theatre. London SEl 
until 1 5 May. For bookings 
and enquiries call 0 1 7 1 - 
928 6363 


KEY 
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EXCELLENT GOOD 


POOR 


DEADLY 


DAVID THOMAS has slunk fur- 
ther into the margins with each 
passing year. The industrial 
pulse of his early music with 
Pere Ubu. the massively influ- 
ential Seventies punk band he 
still sometimes reconvenes, has 
been abandoned along with his 
native Cleveland. 

Now. he lives self-exiled in 
Hove and plots increasingly o)> 
sessive reveries on a remem- 
bered. desolate America, a 
place of eerie, bare highways, 
isolated towns: the spaces be- 
tween places, and the people 
they breed. This tour sees him 
sharing a bill with the equally 
irascible singer/songwriter 
Kevin Coyne who, now white- 
haired and backed by ropey 
German pub rockers, plays a set 
which show’s that his wit voice 
and songs are undiminished. 

Admitting that he is more 
used to “toilets than the South 
Bank”, he seems to fit the mood 
of a new seif-mocking song. 


Pop 


DAVID THOMAS/ 
KEVIN COYNE 

QUEEN ELIZABETH HALL 
LONDON 


“Happy Little Fat Man" - he is 
ebullient If you want an Amer- 
icana master to go with your 
current alt.country favourite, 
though, old punk Thomas is 
your man. If you want a con 
trary. mesmerising performer, 
he can be that too. 

Thomas is a famously large 
man, a Brando of punk. Wear- 
ing a powder-blue suit and 
beret, swigging from a hip flask, 
he'd look like a minor, rumpled, 
beatnik member of the Sinatra 
set, if he wasn’t barefoot. 
Flanked by the Pale Boys, his 
English accomplices, the music 
he makes is off putting at first 

His high yodelling, beautiful 
pliant tones on the lovely 



David Thomas 


“Drive" are deliberateh- broken 
down by discordance. His plan 
it seems, is to break the beau- 
ty of his songs, to decompose 
them. It suits his themes of 
shadow towns and people. But, 
as the performance pile-drives 
on. he seems to have broken his 
connection with us. too ic’ s 
only slowly that his true quali- 
ties slip through 
Fbrall the one-time musical 
innovation of Pere Ubu. Thomas 
is of the generation that thought 


rock’n'roll could be a new, bet- 
ter form of literature. Ami so the 

music is. in the end, complex 
snibience for lyrics that do their 
best to conjure a lost, perhaps 
uragined America. “Tm just a 
world that time forger, Thomas 
sings in "Kathleen”, and as the 
visions tumble out and the 
music settles to a pulsing back- 
drop, you can picture his people, 
in cars with air-conditioning ' ‘ 
jacked up as they float through 

KMiH ess ^Shways, staring at 
billboards, longing for touch, or 

dreading memories. 

He ends by advising us to 
visit a no-doubt mythical hard- 
ware store in Utah. The cidt-fol- 
fowmg^ he is now reduced to 
does him no favours. They for- 
grie him too much. Perhaps that : 
accounts for tonight’s slight . 
feeing of off-handedness, as if 
Thomas wasn't realty all here, 
what there was of him was still 
more than most 

Nick Hasted 
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Dissonant voices, still lives 

Stravinsky described the magical sound of Georgian singers as the most virile he had ever heard. 


Now M’tiebi, a male voice choir, are showing British audiences what he meant. By Michael Church 


Sands, x, 

/*' ’’■% in % 

er t '.V.T' :,jr general 

■ £i:, “-o“»ulipiaa 
J hesaid 

tt* * fc ■'cdiicct 
t ‘‘ ; at tile vert 

r ;r; 31 "■'• r ' :Lre I’youiixi 

"Tiijj* pr? 
■« . 1 1 .. . _ . Htr-r-r-.v writing. 
n : - r ~* '-his mi it 
*' p-iott>iLaei<rf 

c 5 *-t.c:.jr-s“ 

’ ■ - " ni:‘e lands die 

'• . V; ; . o: nuttier 

,,r " rdiior. for 

: .hi* pi** 

:*r ■%: lor.* Well sa 

-“V '■ i "vok such cire 

■ • ; ! T: omnriinfl 

in :: chars 
ornotio fee. 


love not 

% - /■ war - But tf y 011 

^ % /I must make 

A/ I war, then at 
X W JL least make it 
with music. Two millennia be- 
fore Scots highlanders were 
japed into battle, the Greek his- 
torian Xenophon noted how 
the Mosiniki tribe readied 
themselves for combat. ‘-The 
warriors stood in rows like a 
choii; then one of them began 
and . all the others joined in, 
mangling to the rhythm of the 
song.” Vou couldn’t wish for a 
neater image of Georgia today, 
which is where the Mosiniki 
once came from. 

Georgia may Mt- mercifully 
- be in the same league as 
Rbsovo, but it has always been 
strife-torn. It celebrated its 
emancipation from the Soviet 
empire with a civil war which 
■ ibis left Tbilisi, its capital, im- 
'• poverished. Yet Tbilisi remains 
one of the most musical cities 
on earth. 

“I was bom twice,” said 
Chaliapin, the great Russian 
bass. u In Kazan I opened my 
eyes to life, and in Tbilisi to 
music.’ 1 Here Tfchaikovsky con- 
ducted, Verdi reworked Aida, 
and a host of virtuosi emerged 
from the conservatory Wander 
round . that Conservatory now 
and you realise both the 
strength of Tbilisi's musical 
will and the scale of its prob- 
lems. The bunding is decaying 
and the instruments are beat- 
en up, but the young pianists 
and violinists are outstanding. 

But music in Tbilisi is pri- 
marily an amateur affair. Walk 
into almost any Orthodox 
church on Sunday morning 
and you'll hear singing which is 
warmer and sunnier than its 
lugubrious Russian equivalent. 
Outside in the street you may 
well come across drdes of 
middle-aged gents sin g in g in 
immaculate three-part harmo- 
; qj^jteut Tbilisi’s chief musical 
gk^Hesm forms which are <£- 
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Edisher Garakanidze, Georgia's leading ethnomusicologist, who recently died in a car crash 


rectly descended from those 
Xenophon found in 40IBC. 

Last year I watched Edish- 
er Garakanidze, Georgia's lead- 
ing ethnomusicologist, coach a 
children's choir he had found- 
ed to foster these ancient 
forms. With ages ranging from 
four to 15, they conjured up 
their dark, three-part har- 
monies with rapt concentration: 
these were the fruits, he told 
me, of a trawl they had made 
through villages where such 
things were stm routinely sung. 
There was a worid of difference, 
Edisher insisted, between the 
subtly Westernised music with 
which professional Georgian 


folk-groups toured abroad, and 
the real unsanitised thing. 

If I were to revisit Georgia, 
he would show me. Coming 
from this diffident but inspiring 
man, this was an offer I could 
not refuse. 

Four months ago Edisher 
died with his wife and daugh- 
ter in a car crash. End of story? 
No, a new be ginning . Edisher’s 
17-year-old son Gigi has just ar- 
rived in Britain with M’tiebi - 
the male-voice choir which 
Edisher also founded and ran 
- for a tour be ginnin g and end- 
ing at the Union Chapel in Is- 
lington. And only now are those 
who knew Edisher realising 


the true extent of his influence. 

Ring an American called 
Frank Kane in Paris, I'm told. 
Kane tells me of meeting 
Edisher in 1984, and of being in- 
spired by him to found a Geor- 
gian choir in America. That 
choir is still going strong, but 
Kane has in the meantime set 
up a similar one in France. The 
CD he sends me (Soupra, on 
the ARB label) sounds re- 
markably authentic, given that 
none of his singers are Geor- 
gian; his choir, Marani, do reg- 
ular exchanges with singers in 
Georgian villages. 

Ring a theatre director 
called Joan Mills in Aberyst- 


wyth, they say. It emerges that 
over the past five years Edish- 
er had made regular tutorial 
visits to Wales, and that nevt 
week's Giving Voice festival 
will celebrate him with a series 
of workshops. Mills, moreover, 
is finishing a book which Edish- 
er left uncompleted: 99 Geor- 
gian Songs - a Manual for 
Beginners. “Wherever he was," 
says Mills, “he seemed to light 
up the room.” 

Dropping in at the studio of 
the Royal National Theatre, I 
hear singing - from a group of 
actors under the baton of mu- 
sicologist Helen Chadwick - 
which might have come 


straight out of Tbilisi- Chadwick 
first encountered Edisher in 
Wales, but then went to collect 
songs with him in Georgia. 
Echoing a phrase much used 
by his disciples, she says 
she “just wanted to be inside 
that music". 

That is a suitably physical 
metaphor for a profoundly 
physical experience which has 
long fascinated Western musi- 
cians. On hearing a yodelling 
descant from the province of 
Guria, Stravinsky comment- 
ed: “It is the most virile vocal 
performance 1 have ever 
heard.” Georgian polyphony - 
usually in three parts - is full 
of dissonant (but lovingly dwelt- 
ont vocal collisions. 

Just as Christian and pagan 
rituals merged in Georgia, so 
did sacred and secular forms of 
music. But in one key respect 
Georgian polyphony has 
remained uncontaminated by 
the West. Georgian polyphony 
is tuned Lo a modal scale: it's 
not based on Western har- 
monies. Octaves are out; Geor- 
gians think in fifths, and the 
effect on Western ears can be 
disorienting, as though the 
singing is flat 

That is why the celebrated 
Rustavi choir (to be heard on 
the St Petersburg label) earned 
Edisher's mild contempt For 
those Georgians don't sing 
“flat": their tuning has been 
cleaned up, so as to be accept- 
able to Western ears. And that 
is why the music of M'tdebi - the 
word means morning star - is 
significant These singers are 
amateurs - architects, engi- 
neers. computer-programmers 
- and proud of it; the only 
trained musician among them 
was Edisher. But to bear them 
sing their wedding songs, fu- 
neral laments, and Christmas 
carols at the Union Chapel last 
night, was to enter a worid of 
irresistible magic - as Edisher 
Garakanidze's growing posthu- 
mous following confirms. 


Accent U8 
the positive 


RADIO 4 ran a vivid report 
last month on the toxicity 
of caffeine - the pre- 
disposition of drinkers to 
heart disease, stroke, and 
so on. J ust to see if it was 
posable, 1 cut out not just 
exotic coffee, but friendly 
old tea as well and, like 
Phillip Marlowe struck 
with a cosh, a black pool 
opened up beneath me 
and I dived in. 

In a daze of caffeine 
cold-turkey, I now 
hallucinate beverages 
everywhere - thus Anna 
Massie scnunptiously 
annunciating the phrase 
“rump Parliament" on the 
daily segment of This 
Sceptred Isle iR4j 
conjures up Earl Grey and 
bone china, with a palpable 
macaroon in the saucer; 
Martin Jarvis, reading 
Just William - The 80th 
Anniversary (R4i with his 
familiar gravelly disdain , 
treats the listener to 
freshly ground old Java. 
Nicholas Parsons in That 
Reminds Me <R4>, looking 
back over his career, is the 
very' essence of that 1960s 
standby. Camp coffee. 

The Archers (R4), ever 
a smorgasbord of accent, 
class and public service 
announcement, continues 
to offer characters who 
evoke everything from 
toffee- hazelnut- 
mochaccino to PG 
pyramid teabags. The 
actor Jim Broadbent said 
recently that The Archers 
was one programme he 
could be relied upon to get 
up for - in order to switch 
it off. A Pleasantville with 
problems, Ambridge plays 
host to the banal and the 
apocalyptic in deference to 
the new Reithian spirit of 
globalisation - panto, 
adultery, vegetarianism, 
bovine tuberculosis, 
illegitimacy, genetically 


the week 

in Radio 


modified crops, and death 
-Joe Orton re-written by 
James Herriot. 

Ambridge is still, just, 
virgin territory to one 
millennial Leitmotif - 
Salman Rushdie, or 
“Salman Rushdie, a 
writer", as he described 
himself after the first 
Reith Lecture (R4> on 
“Globalisation”. Admittedly 
Rushdie followed such 
hands-ups as Michael “ex- 
Cabinet Minister" Portillo. 
Shirley “Also an ex-Cabinet 
Minister" Williams and 
John “ex-UK Government 
Member” Redwood, the 
C3PO of .Ml Souls. But as 
Rushdie is virtually in the 
Coca-Cola league of brand 
awareness, this seemed to 
constitute backing into the 
limelight on his part 

This year's lecturer, 
Anthony Giddens, had 
stated that Globalisation 
should not mean 
Westernisation, which is 
fine, but was unable to 
allay the suspicion that it 
can only really be 
Generalisation, in every 
sense. This was, though, 
very much a curtain- 
raiser, with the emphasis 
on the wood rather than 
the trees. As one journalist 
commented, the failure or 
success of globalisation 
will be determined by the 
one third of the world’s 
population who live in 
India and China How to 
bring this about Giddens 
has four more mission 
statements in which to 
specify. For the moment 
heisallmisosoup- 
nourishing but cloudy. 

PIP TORRENS 




V.-V 


The Independent/Independent on Sunday have joined forces with SeaFrance European Life to offer 
you excellent discounts on holidays to Champagne. From just £49 per person you can take a break in 
the heart of the Ch ampag ne region, inclusive of return ferry crossing, two nights’ accommodation and 
a complimentary bottle of champagne on your arrival. 


WHAT YOUR CHAMPAGNE BREAK INCLUDES 

SeaEVaiice from Dover to Calais on any one of the 15 daily 
crOssu^s and start yonr holiday to France the moment you step on board. 
. Onee iri/the famous Champagne region yon can visit the major champagne 
Mercier and Moet, where guided tours give yon an insight 
. ' into the whole magi cal champagne production process. While you are there, 
'- you can make excellent savings by stocking np on as much champagne as 
: you ean cany for your own celebrations at home. With its expertise in tailor- 
- inalflrig sedf-drive holidays to France, SeaFrance European Life has specially 
selected fbor faotels for thi s exclusive offer; ranging from two to four stars. 
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PARTICIPATING HOTELS 


Epernag 
Hostelierfie de la 
Relne Blanche 


a The village ofVertus lies 20km 

south ofEpernavou the ^77* ■ & ° 

pagneltoutein the heart of the .-iA- r *=- 

Champagne region. The charm ^ 

and warmth offered by the . 

HosteUerie de la Rone Blanche 
is quite typical of the hotels 

this region. The hotel has ^ - 

swimming-pool, sauna and - ’ 

The hotel can J ness room and the bedrooms are large and sumptuously dec- 
iough this does orated, with en suite bathrooms. Hie HosteUerie also boasts 
1 be an insight wine-cellars holding vintages dating back to 1929 to accompany 
its restaurant’s fine gastronomic cuisine. 

Reims, UAssiette - T 
Champenoise 

Located just 2km from the cen- 
tre of Reims, with its magnifi- 
- cent Gothic cathedral and 
• femous champagne cellars. Set 
. in large grounds, this exquisfte 
hotel offers excellent facilities 
andahighlevd of cxxnfort in re- 
toang surroundings. Ii 
to the heated indoor swim 
zningrpool, guests have free 
use of the sauna. A gastro- 
ms offer saiel- nomie experience at the popular restaurant is certainly not 
>aratewc. Tfae to be missed- AH bedrooms have satellite TV and mini-bar. Btif- 
[-•valne’menus. fet breakfast and private outdoor parking. 


Simply call SeaFrance European Life on 0870 242 4455, quoting The 
Independent Champagne Offen To qualify for your offer you must collect four 
of the ten tokens that will be printed in The Independent and The Independent 
on Sunday from Friday 9 April to Sunday 18 April (inclusive). At least one 
of the tokens must be from The Independent on Sunday. Then, to validate 
your offer after booking, send your tokens with the completed application 
form to The Independent Champagne Offer, SeaFrance European Life, 10 
Kerry Street, Leeds, LS18 4AW. Please note that all bookings must be made 
between 10 April and 30 April 1999 (inclusive). 




Destination and hotel name 
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Epernay Le Thibaulc IV 

Troyes Foret d' Orient 

Epernay La Reine Blanche 

Reims Assiette Champenoise 
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Destination and hotel name 


Epernay 

Troyes 

Epernay 
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Address 
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Le Thibault IV 
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All prices shown are per person and in pounds sterling 






Token I 


Postcode 


Booking Ref: No. 



SEND TO: The Independent Champagne Offer. 

SeaFrance European Life, 10 Kerry Street, Leeds, LSI 8 4 AW 


VTHE INDEPENDENT 


f he lndependent Champagne Of f er 0870 2k2 4455 

Sfe l ^ - fii-Sat Sam-5 ! 30pm , Sun 1 1am-4pm 

Sn SeaFrance HiroDean Life you:can email them or visit their websi 


iu:can email them or visit their website. 
europeanlife.co.uk 


Terms and Conditions: 

1. This uffer is valid for bookings made direct with SeaFrance European Life between 1 0 April 1999 and 30 
April 1999. 1 Supplement £10 per person for travel 30 April 1999 to k May 199& and for travel at week- 
ends {Friday - Sunday} between 26 May 1 999 and 20 September 1 999. 3. Alternative hotds may be offered 
at rime of booking, subject to availability 4. This_ offer may not be used in conjunction with any other pro- 
motion. S. No photocopied token;, fi. Promoter SeaFrance European Life. 
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THE BOOKS INTERVIEW 


N o sympathy for the devil 


COVER 

STORIES 


Robert Irwin - cult novelist, Arabic scholar, ex-wizard and ace Roller-blader - meets Jane Jakeman 



R ecently the right-wing his- 
torian. David Irving, was in- 
terviewed on television. As 
Irving went on propounding 
his revisionist views about 
the Nazi era, a bearded fig- 
ure stole the show by Roller-blading across 
the background, figuratively waving two fin- 
gers at the goings-on in front The blade- 
runner was Robert Irwin, academic, 
novelist and a great liberal experimenter 
in the Sixties. 

It was. apparently, an accident He did 
not intend to destroy Irving's moment of 
glory, though he's bullish about his skill. 
“FranJdy Tm rather a good skater - TV 
crews often film me." says Irwin, in all other 
respects a model of modesty. “Roller-blad- 
ing keeps me sane and saves me physi- 
cally. ” He often Roller-blades in London 
parks, keeping a pencil in his pocket to write 
as he twirls . 

Irwin is not only a survivor of the tumul- 
tuous Sixties; he can even remember the 
decade. He shouldn't be able to. of course: 
he should be a shambling wreck, his mind 
and body reduced to tatters. But there’s 
no justice in this world. Here is one of 
the best minds of that generation and, 
far from having dashed itself to pieces be- 
tween the ghastly Scyila and Chaptdis 
of drugs and booze, it is still functioning 
as brightly as even 

Irwin is one of our leading Arabic schol- 
ars. and the author of five well-reviewed 
novels, with another out next week < Satan 
Wonts Me, Dedalus, £14.99). The two worlds 
do overlap: his first work of fiction. The Ara- 
bian Nightmare, had an archetypal success 
story. It was published by a small press in 
1983, and sales were sagging until Christie's 
found themselves with a dutch of medieval 
Arabic manuscripts to be auctioned. 

No one there knew what they were about 
Irwin is one of the few people in the 
country, probably in the world, who can pick 
up a medieval Arabic document and read 
it like today’s Sun. Sometimes, indeed, it 
may turn out to have a strange similarity, 
containing perhaps an account of the 
“crocodile position” assumed by patrons in 
the brothels of Cairo or a treatise on the 
concept of “magnetic meat”. 

On this occasion, the staff of Christie's 
sent out for his learned works, and into the 
bargain got a copy of The Arabian Night- 
mare. One of them liked it so much that she 
sent it to a friend in Germany who trans- 
lated it and recommended it for publication. 
So successful was it there that Viking took 
it up and published the English text again. 

This engrossing and totally original tale 
of metamorphoses and night fears, set in 
medieval Cairo, has since become a run- 
away success. It’s worthy of The Arabian 
Nights, on which Irwin has published a com- 
mentary, and which he studies with a spe- 
cial viewpoint “How do these Arab 
storytellers work? What are the creative 
mechanisms? I'm looking at it partly as an 
academic, but also as somebody who does 
it himself.” 

Irwin gave up academia to become a 
house-husband and to write fiction. He was 
then absorbed with household duties and 
the care of their small daughter while his 
wife resumed her career as a high-ranking 
official of Parliament He knew that he want- 
ed to write, but was not certain that he 
would in fact pursue either his scholarly 
work or that of the novelist 
That was 20 years ago. and he has now 
carved out an interlinked career in both 



Robert Irwin, a Biography 


Robert Irwin was born in 1946. He was educated at 
Epsom College and won a major scholarship to Oxford. 
After a lectureship at St Andrews he became a house- 
husband and writer, and has continued to produce both 
fiction and academic work. He is a widely acknowledged 
expert on The Arabian Nights. His first novel was the 
celebrated cult book. The Arabian Nightmare 11983). 
followed by The Limits of Vision (1986). The Mysteries of 


Algiers (1988). Exquisite Corpse <1995) and Prayer- 
Cushions of the Flesh < 1997). His latest book, Satan Wants 
Me, a novel of the occult set in Sixties Britain, is 
published next week by Dedalus. His non-fiction 
includes The Arabian Nights: A Companion (1994) and 
Islamic Art < 1997); his anthology of classical Arabic 
literature will be published by Penguin in the autumn. 
He lives in London with his wife and daughter. 


departments, fiction and Arabic studies. 
Hie novels have been varied in settings and 
subjects, but certain themes run through 
them afl. “All zny novels are about madness 
of one kind or another - obsession, delu- 
sion, drunkenness.” The Limits of Vision 
was bom out of domestic claustrophobia: 
a housewife obsessed with dust finds 
herself conversing with great minds of the 
past, such as Leonardo and Darwin, in an 
imaginative investigation of suburban 
psychopathology. Prayer-Cushions of the 
Flesh returned to the medieval Middle East, 
with an erotically-charged Topkapi harem 
and its sexual delusions. Like Irwin s other 
novels, it has a suggestion of the conjuror's 
performance, of fiction as a series 


of secret worlds opening one into another. 

In SatanWcmtsMe, about a Sixties hippy 
who falls in with the occult. Irwin quotes 
Aleister Crowley: “magic is a disease of lan- 
guage.” “Crowley was an intelligent man.” 
he comments. “Magic and language are in- 
tensely bound up with each other, it's a run- 
ning theme in my novel.” 

But he would not call himself a magical 
realist “I can see why I might get reviews 
where I'm called that - my books are re- 
alistic but they’ve got a lot of magic in them, 
things happen which are not of the logical 
world. On the other hand I actually hate 
magical realism: I can't stand those novels 
where anything goes: a house walks about 
on chicken legs or a woman has four 


hundred babies." He is more interested in 
the discipline of telling the story. 

The idea for Satan TOmte Me came quite 
recently, on a visit to a museum of conjuring. 
a place full of old occult paraphernalia in 
the Marais district of Paris. But the interest 
in Crowley started a long time ago. 

He bought a copy oF the master’s Magic 
in Theory and Practice in Oxford in 1965. 
“I thought i might use it for spells 
and didn’t know I would ever use it in a 
novel. Trouble is. if you want a spell to 
achieve spectacular results, you have to 
do things like getting the skin of a gazelle 
taken from its mother when it’s eight 
months old, and steeped in turmeric and 
ground-up lapis lazuli.” 


There’s not much fear of Irwin per- 
forming Satanic rituals in darkest SEll. 
In any case, Petes the narrator of Satan 
Wants Me, has a constant intelligent view- 
point on the diabolic caperings that both at- 
tract and repel him Even as he seduces a 
sacrificial virgin for his dark master; he is 
fully aware that he is actually plotting the 
sexual enslavement of a perfectly nice hair- 
dresser called Maud. 

Fortunately Maud, though not exactly a 
brainbox, is no wimp. She is a karate ex- 
pert, among other attributes, and Irwin says 
he identifies with her more than with the 
colder observing brain of the central char- 
acter “Peter is cleverer than the people he's 
dealing with. There’s always a bit of his 
brain that’s not castrated. But I identify 

more with Maud. 1 draft want to write about 

clever people standing round t a l kin g.” 

There’s also something of Irwin em- 
bodied in the writing demon, Pyewhacket 
who inhabits Peter from time to time. “If s 
the thing that makes me do what I don't 
want - that pops up in tee head and out 
of the mouth. But it does represent tee 
wary writing goes when it’s going well, 
a silent voice that comes from nowhere, 
almost dictation." 

If this sounds shamanistic, the book 
nevertheless has a solid grounding in Six- 
ties reality It also has plenty of hum our The 
diabolism is enacted in cosy Swiss Cottage, 
and the book is fall of pragmatic details such 
as the sudden alarming appearance of a 
garden gnome on a doorstep. “Mr Cosmic 
believed that tee plaster figures of gnomes, 
though degraded in their present-day func- 
tions, could still serve as the fbd for the 
chthonic powers of tee earth." 

The Sixties background comes not only 
from the writer’s memory. Irwin re- 
searched it properly by looking at docu- 
mentaries and magazines, and was struck 
by how much in that fabled decade was ac- 
tually very ordinary: The mundane pres- 
ences of Typhoo and Brylcreem and 
Woodbines continued in an unchanged 
world, although the razzle-dazzle of fash- 
ion and pop dominates our recollections. 

Drugs, of course, had a high profile in 
youth culture. There are some bad trips in 
the book, out-of-the-body experiences teat 
are very unpleasant indeed. “LSD was still 
legal when I did it,” remembers Irwin. “I 
think there's a kind of inbuilt mechanism 
in it. The longer one goes on, the nastier 
the trips get. It’s downright anti-addictive.” 

So the author is dearly not a slave to the 
addictions of the Black Arts, nor to any 
others. When I interviewed him, however; 
I must confess that it had gone through my 
head for a moment that his home might be 
the house of a magician. If s built of soft red 
brick, set exactfy where one would not ex- 
pect to find a house at all, tucked between 
a pub and a school. It has a secretive high- 
walled garden; the interior has soft green 
wails and Indian cushions spread around. 
But the huge private library is in apple-pie 
order, and I found the communer with 
Pyewhacket absorbed over The Times 
Literary Supplement, for which he is a 
consulting editor. 

Irwin has a long scholarly bibliography 
to his credit and is currently working on a 
book about Orientalism. His anthology of 
Arabic literature is due in the autumn. It’s 
a fearsome rate of productivity which only 
strict discipline can achieve. Any explorer 
of the irrational must have remained with- 
in the bounds of sanity to achieve it Way 
out man... but not too far. 


TEN MILLION copies and a 
decade on, Hannibal Lecter is 
back. On 8 June, in Britain and 
tee US, the fiction world's most 
notorious serial killer returns 
in Hannibal - Thomas Harris’s 
sequel to Silence qf the Lambs. 
Hie new novel - whidi landed 
on the desk of Harris’s US ' 
editor after a long silence - is 
the second book in a deal 
reportedly worth close on $6m. 
It opens seven years after Dr 
Lector's escape; one of his 
victims uses FBI agent Clarice 
Starling as bait to draw the 
doctor out into the open, in 
order to wreak revenge... 


BY ALL accounts, Discworld 
creator Terry Pratchett is not 
tee most, er, socialised of 
authors. Recently, while being 
chauffeured between events 
during the London Literary 
Festival he insisted on reading 
aloud to his driven Not from his 
own books, but P G Wodehousa 
Shortly, as Dr Pratchett, he 
may behave even more grandly. 
In July. Warwick University will 
bestow on him the award of 
Honorary Doctor of Letters. 


JUST AS we thought it was 
safe to go back into the water 
comes Close to Shore, Michael 
Capuzzo's account of tee rogue 
great white shark that inspired 
Jaws. The beast lurked off the 
New Jersey shoreline in 1916, 
killing five and maiming others. 
It even swam upriver, attacking 
boys taking a cooling dip after a 
dqy cutting com Eventually, a 
reward was offered for capture 
after President Wilson declared 
that Something Must be Done. 
So imagine the consternation 
when a lone fisherman found it 
entangled in his net Headline 
publishes the book next yean 


PAT CONROY may have 
backtracked on plans to write a 
sequel to Gone with the Wind 
following problems with the 
Mitchell Estate, but that hasn't 
deterred Rae Lawrence from 
embarking on a sequel to 
Valley of the Dolls, the late 
Jacqueline Susann’s bestseller. 
Lisa Bishop, the author’s 
trustee, uncovered sketches for 
a sequel and concluded a six- 
figure rights deal for what’s 
cheerfully described as “a pink 
trash spectacular”, Jacqueline 
Susann's Shadow of the Dolls. 


HARRY POTTER continues on 
his way to world domination. 
With two books in the charts 
and more promised, J K 
Rowling's debut, Harry Potter 
and the Philosopher’s Stone, 
will soon be an audiobook. 
Stephen Fry will do the reading 
for tee Cover to Cover label 

The Uteraxor 


Home is where the art is A man for all morgues 


He helped melt the cold heart of Pinochet's Chile, but can he bridge the 
gap between gringo and Hispanic? Ilan Stavans on the Latino’s dilemma 


Fleet Street has reached its last edition, but old hacks don't fade away. 
Valentine Cunningham acclaims a masterly comedy of changing tim es 
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IN THE last decade, Ariel 
Dorfman has undergone a 
crucial transformation. He has 
ceased to be Latin American; 
instead, he has become some- 
thing the British do not yet falty 
grasp: a Latino intellectual 
bilingual and bicultural am- 
bivalent about almost every- 
thing, and most especially the 
place called home. 

Latino is the rubric corned to 
describe US Hispanics accli- 
matised to American joie de 
vivre yet deeply rooted in the 
reality south of the Rio Grande. 
Dorfrnan's north/south am- 
bivalence is at the heart of the 
memoir he published last year. 
It manifests itself in explo- 
rations of his complex feelings 
not only (awards Chile and the 
US. but also towards Spanish 
and English, the two tongues he 
communicates in with equal 
ease. And it is also in the tex- 
ture of this novel which, while 
set primarily in Seville and 
Santiago and New York, is an 
American by-product in ways 
his memoir never was. 

Latinos have a difficult time 
being read in Latin America. 
There is much resentment for 
those who left. Dorfman is no 
exception. His literature has 
never been folly embraced in 
Chile, perhaps because he is a 
foreigner. (He was born in 
Buenos Aires, and is Jewish.) 
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The Nanny 
and the Iceberg 

by Ariel Dorfman 
Srepfrc. £W. 3 60pp 


In the English-language habi- 
tat. on tee other hand, be has 
the status of a star his work 
functions as a bridge across 
idiosyncrasies. 

This is patent in The Nanny 
and the Iceberg. The book jux- 
taposes themes that hare long 
obsessed him: pop culture and 
its ideological undercurrenl 
the baroque Latin American 
psyche, revolution and democ- 
racy; It is a bravura perfor- 
mance, knitted for a suave, 
hypnotising prose, structured in 
the form of a thriller with a de- 
layed denouement 

The main character is 
Gabriel McKenzie, a hybrid 
comfortable in e-mails and Hoi 


lywood imagery, international 
politics and Spanish culture. Or 
perhaps the real protagonist is 
the mammoth iceberg from 
Antarctica the Chilean gov- 
ernment decides to exhibit at 
the World's Fair of 1992. to 
commemorate Columbus's ar- 
rival. The iceberg, of course, is 
but a metaphor: a huge struc- 
ture obstructing a view of the 
past Therein lies Dorfrnan's 
message: Chile, he argues, re- 
fuses to grow up. It remains in- 
capable of confronting its past 
and battling the ghost of Gen- 
eral Auguslo Pinochet 

As I read. I kept on thinking 
of Christopher Unborn, the 
anti-utopian science-fiction 
novel by Carlos Fhentes. 
Ftientes's theme is also the 
Colombian Quin centennial and 
his prose is also inspired by the 
Gargantuan pyrotechnics of 
Salman Rushdie. The difference 
is the difference between an 
exile and an emigre artist 

While FUentes spends part of 
the year in Mexico and the 
other part in England and the 
US. Dorfman is an American 
whose visits to Chile are pro- 
motional rendezv ous. He is far 
more rooted in US culture than 
his Mexican counterpart and 
his novel's main character is 
proof of it 

McKenzie is. happily, not 
quite a McDonald’s, but not 


too distant a relative either. 
Although he refuses to acknow- 
ledge it he is not only an emi- 
gre but an immigrant FUentes's 
cast on the other hand, is made 
up of variations on Mexican 
icons - all insiders to the core, 
and always looking inwards. 

TVue. elsewhere Fbentes has 
ventured into US culture, but 
his forays are always from 
south to north, whereas Dorf- 
man's latest book travels from 
north to south. The plot of The 
Nanny and the Iceberg is glob- 
al its ianguage infosed by 
Cyber-Spanglish. and its con- 
cerns those of Latinos today - 
people whose national borders 
extend from Hawaii and Alas- 
ka to the Patagonia and the 
Iberian peninsula. 

What makes Dorfrnan’s 
odyssey paradigmatic are his 
chameleon-like transforma- 
tions. from anti-American ac- 
tivist to Latin American 
“boom" writer to Latino intel- 
lectual His latest novel is fas- 
cinating as the meditation of an 
American Hispanic fighting 
from afar for the triumph of po- 
litical transition, in a context 
that is no longer fully his. 


Han Stavans edited ‘The 
Oxford Book qf Jewish Stories'. 
and has just completed ‘On 
Borrowed Words: a memoir qf 
language’ for Wring 


JOHN PRESTON is a mor- 
dantly satirical wit to die for. His 
second novel. Ink. is a lovely 
Chaplinesque farce set in Old 
Fleet Street, a daft remake of 
Modern Times for our recent 
Thatcher- Murdoch times, done 
both with a lot more jokes and 
a lot more post-Kafka angst 

The novel's main man is 
Hugh Byrne, a lonesome jour- 
nalist at the end of the Thatch- 
erite Eighties who is suffereing 
from a bout of writer’s block. 
And that, as every cynic on his 
very cynical paper agrees, is an 
I unheard-of plight Meanwhile, 
the paper is being sold up the 
river, transplanted to some 
fairy palace in Docklands. Fleet 
Street, ancient haunt of rogues, 
named for the rancid sewer, the 
Fleet Ditch, is soon to be no 
more. Pissed old hacks are 
having to take computer 
lessons. Mobile phones are the 
thing of the future. The inkily 
ove railed masters of the press- 
es have received their notice. 

Lame-dog Hugh is about to 
get his. His ignominious iast- 
chance posting is to be sent out 
to investigate an anonymous 
Thames suidde and also - the 
task everyone in the building 
fears - to be sent down into the 
cuttings library to compile the 
Queen Mother's obituary. 

What unfolds, as Byrne re- 
luctantly turns old-time inves- 



Ink 

by John Preston 

Dovbkxtay. £16.99. 428pp 


tigator, is not just a cannily con- 
trived mystery, but a jigsaw- 
puzzle of interlocked deaths 
and disappearances that 
makes up a kind of exemplary 
parable about the virtues oE old- 
fashioned newspaper ways. 

Elegiacs pile on elegiacs. 
Old Fleet Street lies dying as it 
waits for the Queen Mother to 
pop her dogs. Byrne gradually 
works out what links the 
Thames jumper, the dockland 
Seaman's Missions!, the round- 
the-world yachtsman the 
Queen Mother once mel the 
missing reporter; and the dead 
print workers. Like someone 
out of a Dickens novel - like 
Dickens, as a matter of fact - 
Byrne becomes a man for all 


morgues. He even lives in Ken- 
sal Green, where the dead in 
the great cemetery call to him 
“like a chorus of skeletal 
Swingle Singers". Property val- 
ues in Rensal Green are not ris- 
ing. but the novel’s many dead 
keep turning out to be resur- 
rection men. The Queen Mum, 
naturally, survives the obit. 
Perhaps there’s even hope for 
the survival of real journalism. 

John Preston’s superior 
touch for the comic amid 
gloom-making modern times 
does indeed suggest some such 
survivaiisnj for the human 
spirit Byrne's colleagues are 
stars in a managerial tragedy 
that comes wonderfully allevi- 
ated by the author’s sustained 
genius for farce. Cliff the loopv 
Thatch erite (birds shouldn't be 
fed in winter lest they lose “tee 
will to forage”) goads his wife 
into eye-muscle exercises 
which prove worthless when 
she runs over the paper’s edi- 
tor - dashing Cliff’s hopes of 
succeeding the old boy Stanley, 
who can’t alter years of habit 
reads his Memorial Service 
address as if to copy-takers 
(“New par; cap T. Those quali- 
ties that had stood him in suc h 
good stead in cap B Barnsley 
comma, were to prove espe’ 
dally valuable when he and rap 
J Janice moved to cap l Lon 
don. stop”). Rottweiler panic 


spreads when tea-boy Darren's 
tiny mutt runs amok. And Hugh 
finally clinches it with the 
moody Vivian when the hot- 
drinks dispenser explodes over 
them bote as well as the office. 

All of course, like the run- a 
ning Queen Mother (fait gag/v- 
very unlikely - and all the love- 
lier for it The novel’s jokey ten- 
dencies run and run on these 
looping fardcal threads. They 
make an admirably soft narra- 
tive core which exfoliates into 
the most pleasing set of sn ftish 
endings. Byrne’s revenge on 
the boss who consigned him to 
tee obit room is sweet His joy 
in the arms of the coffee- 
scorched Viv fa what every 
Raflcaesque soul needs. And 
when he finally eschews the 
scoop his gumshoeing brings 
him, it’s because he has made 
one of those old-fashioned 
moral decisions modem busi- 
ness finds so “quaint”. Sharp 
satire, absurdist relish and the 
elegiac desire for morality in a 
sordid world could hardly con- A 
verge more satisfyingly. T 


"a-: rr,.-; 


..V 


c - . r '- 
* -'I- - - 








hw.- - ' 


Sfcr, a. '■ ?>: 


| ,,<**: jL.-. : 

■=• 'T.c 


NEW AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR WORK 
ALL SUBJECTS CONSIDERED 


. ;• J. 

W,. c - ,r o- - \ 


'c.- « ’-he : 

si' * R - Bcatif 
7 ; =r* Jr 


F'Otor. fkwvFuaa, Btopajiif. B«M0uS 
B °wy Chttoni 

AUTHORS WORinwiDE »WTH) 
WOT* 0» SEND YOUR MWUSCRPT TO 







uTi 









THE WEEKEND REVIEW 

The Independent 10 April 1999 


BOOKS/13 


®5SJs 



Plenty of drudgery, not enough downsizing 

P J Taylor is pleased to find that the suave conunittee-man can still turn in an honest day’s toil - even if modem office life has passed him by 
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QUITE WHAT happened to Sir 
Keith Thomas's career is one 
of the great mysteries of recent 
academic life. Religion and 
the Decline of Magic 0971 1 and 
Man and the Natural World 
(1983) looked to have estab- 
lished him as one of the lead- 
ing early-modern historians of 
the English-speaking world. 
C-ome the late 1980s, though, 
the books and the scholarly ar- 
ticles dried up. The man whom 
Mrs Thatcher had passed over 
far the Regius Professorship re- 
emerged as a zealous academic 
administrator cum common- 
room Oxer - head of Corpus 
Christi College, Oxford, Presi- 
dent of the British Academy, 
Knight Bachelor and the orna- 
ment of half-a-dozen high- 
profile committees. 

From All Souls - where he 
started his academic life as a 
prize fellow back in 1955 - to the 
chairmanship of the Oxford 
University Press finance com- 


mittee is not perhaps that long 
a journey. All the same, the 
transit from professional his- 
torian to the Oxford equivalent 
of Mr Tulkinghom in Bleak 
House will have surprised 
anyone who remembers his 
early 1980s incarnation, stalk- 
ing into the college library to 
check a reference first thing on 
a Sunday morning. 

Did the forensic impulse 
simply dry up? Committee land 
suddenly look more alluring 
than the Bodleian stacks? We 
shall never know. In the mean- 
time, 27ie Oxford Book qfWork, 
the first volume to which Sir 
Keith has put his name for 16 
years, is welcome evidence 
that there is life in the old boy 
- sorry, distinguished academ- 
ic hauifimetionnaire - yet 

Any thought that this is an 
academic's vacation tour is 
swiftly dispelled by Thomas’s 
introduction. Its interrogative 
suavity will be painfully famil- 


iar to anyone who ever had the 
misfortune to be interviewed by 
him. What exactly is work? 
And how do you do it? Is one 
allowed to enjoy it? How have 
our perceptions of it changed? 

There were times in the 
course of this viva voce when 
I thought that work would be 
lucky to escape with a 22 and 
a lecture on the inadvisability 
of pursuing an academic career. 
Happily this bristling exercise 
in first principles soon yields 
up to the anthology proper. 
This is a tripartite assemblage 
on -The Nature of Work", 
“Kinds of Work" and “The Re- 
form of Work” (the latter is filed 
under the single heading of 
- Dissatisfactions ") . 

Taking the Thomas line, 
what does one look for in 
an anthology? Range of mate- 
rial? Eye for detail? The 
pertinent mixed with the im- 
pertinent? I wouldn't dream of 
patronising Sir Keith by saying 



The Oxford 
Book of Work 

edited by Keith Thomas 
Oxford University Press. 

£20. 618pp 


that he has read widely but the 
chief merit of 77ie Oxford Book 
of Work lies in its combination 
of the utterly predictable with 
the pleasantly surprising: on 
the one hand Mayhew on the 
faj^pullers of south London, 
Mr Poo tec and Orwell down the 
mine; on the other, deft selec- 
tions from the Bible, the 
Graeco-Roman classics and 
Thomas's own specialist field 


(sample, an evocative 16th -cen- 
tury poem which unravels ‘The 
Tudor Housewife's Day"). 

Thomas's claim, made in 
his recent defence of the OUP’s 
decision to scrap its poetry list, 
that he is an avid reader of mod- 
ern poetry excited a certain 
amount of amusement in oth- 
erwise outraged literary circles. 
It turns out to be true, and his 
compilation is full of excellent 
postwar verse by the likes of 
Bunting, Rumens and John 
Fuller (oddly there's no sign of 
John’s dad. Roy. who wrote 
many a poem touching on office 
life). He also emerges as a 
connoisseur of early 20th- 
century American realists of 
the Dreiser/Norris/Sinclair 
school, and there are several 
terrific extracts from Stein- 
beck's The Grapes of Wrath. 

If there's anything missing it 
is perhaps an absence of very 
much to illustrate the onset of 
the machine age and its effect 


on the people - often very 
young people - caught up in it: 
a story like Jack London's “The 
Apostate”, for example, in 
which a teenage factory-hand, 
having calculated that he has 
moved the same piece of 
machinery 25 million Hmps , 
simply gives up, tells his 
mother that she can look after 
the famil y that depends on him, 
and goes off to sleep. Working- 
class testimonies of the Robert 
Tres sell/ Alan Siilitoe type are 
also slightly under-represented. 

Yet the book’s most con- 
spicuous failing (shared with 
Jeremy Lewis's earlier Chatto 
Book of Office Life ) is its igno- 
rance of the changes that have 
come over the average work- 
place since the efficiency drives 
of the early 1980s. “What is mod- 
em office life if not a matter of 
birthday cards, anniversaries 
and retirement parties, over- 
heard telephone conversations, 
and encounters at the photo- 


copier?" Thomas wonders 
rather whimsically in his in- 
troduction. In fact for most of 
the inhabitants of the City of 
London, “work” means living in 
terror of the latest office re- 
structuring or “downsizing". 

Drudging for a particularly 
brutish firm of accountants in 
the mid-1980s, I once came 
back to my desk to discover that 
my boss had been sacked and 
removed from the premises in 
the 25 minutes It had taken me 
to eat a sandwich. The bare 
seven pages that Thomas 
devotes to “Job insecurity" are 
insufficient to convey the 
unease that such modern man- 
agement techniques produce in 
the pre-millennia] labour force 
- a solitary blemish on what is 
otherwise an exemplary piece 
of. well, work. 


D J Taylor's biography of 
Thackeray iwB be published by Office life in the machine age 
Chatto & Wmdus in September Peter Macdiarrmd 
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Was the Reformation a calamity for Europe, and its maker? Karen Armstrong on a flawed hero 
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A generation brought up 
on Roland Bain ton’s in- 
fluential biography of 
Luther sees him as a 
noble precursor of the 
modern spirit Sum- 
moned to the Diet of Worms to appear 
before the Emperor in April 1521, 
Luther was asked if he was prepared 
to submit to the ruling of the Church. 
He refused, concluding: “Here I stand; 
I can do no other" In this symbolic 
scene, Luther’s brave defiance has 
been seen as an epochal affirmation 
of the individual's right to think as he 
chooses, and to express his views. 

In this view, the Reformation was 
a progressive movement which cast 
aside centuries of superstition and cor- 
<^j ruption. The reality is more complex, 
"and Richard Marius’s scholarly and 
thoughtful biography is an important 
contribution that should help to re- 
dress an imbalance. 

In many ways, the Reformation was 
a disaster It plunged Europe into a 
cycle of war, bloodshed and persecu- 
tion. Thousands of people who might 
have had a peaceful existence had 
Luther never lived died brutal, point- 
less deaths. Certainly, the Church 
needed reform, but it is possible that 
Luther’s intemperate, belligerent 
campaign actually brought the cause 
of reformation into disrepute. 

Marius presents Luther as a com- 
plex, tortured figure, driven more by 
a desire to escape his personal 
demons than by a disinterested quest 
for truth. Throughout his life, he suf- 
fered bouts of paralysing depression. 
This took the form of a terror of death 
and extinction. Marius's careful analy- 
sis of Luther’s sermons and letters 
showed that he was not much con- 
cerned with HelL God expressed his 
towering wrath not so much by plung- 
ing the damned into everlasting fire, 
but by subjecting human beings to the 
gi annihilation of death. 
w Luther’s fear of death was so 
intense that he was unable, as ayoung 
man, to read Psalm 90, which describes 
the evanescence of human life, burned 
up by God's angec Qis theology of jus- 
tification by faith was a desperate at- 
tempt to find a solution. It was only by 
experiencing their utter helplessness 
before God’s wrath that Christians 
could be saved; they would thus realise 
at a level deeper than the cerebral that 
righteousness came from God, not 
from any good deeds. 

This led to conflict with Roma In 
Luther’s view, the practice of selling 
indulgences encouraged the faithful to 
think that thqr could buy salvation, and 
to develop a faith that was little more 
than magic When Luther found these 
superstitions sanctioned by the Pope, 
i he set out to destroy the papacy. He 
P was convinced that once Christians 



Martin Luther burns the papal boll in front of the East gate of Wittenberg on 10 December 1520 


heard the dear teaching of scripture, 
as he understood it, they would follow 
him. Luther also sought to liberate the 
German people from Roman tyranny 
and unite them under an emperor who 
lived according to the gospeL 

But, as Marius shows, none of this 
happened. Europeans became locked 
in fruitless doctrinal disputes about in- 
soluble matters. The unity of Western 
Christendom was shattered forever; 
and Europe subjected to over a cen- 
tury of vicious religious strife. Luther's 
theology seems not only to have foiled 
the people of Wittenberg who fol- 
lowed him in rebellion against Rome, 
but brought Luther himself neither 
peace of mind nor spiritual relief. 

Luther bad thought that his theol- 
ogy together with a faith that relied 
on scripture, would themselves reform 
the Church and make people live 
virtuous lives. This did not prove to be 
the case. After the first flush of 
enthusiasm, Lutherans become 
indifferent to religion, lived immoral, 
selfish lives, and seemed incapable of 
raking sermons seriously. At the end 
of his life, Luther berated his flock, 
threatening them with divine punish- 



Martin Luther: the Christian 
between God and death 

by Richard Marius 

Harvard University Press. £19.95. 5- ! i2pp 


ment if they did not live according to 
the Law. With tragic irony, the apos- 
tle of justification by feith became a 
furious proponent of good works. 

As for Luther himself, the bouts of 
depression continued until the day he 
died. He had longed for certainty and 
thought be had achieved a luminous 
faith. But complete security seemed 
to elude him. As Marius shows so 
clearly, he developed a profound fear 
of human reason which, he was con- 
vinced, would lead men and women 
into atheism. Anybody who promoted 
r ational faith was, in his book, a villain. 


Hence his vituperative rage against 
Aristotle. Aquinas and Erasmus. 

Despite the popular myth. Luther 
was not a passionate advocate of in- 
tellectual liberty. Even though he 
taught that Christians had a right to 
interpret the scriptures, he was a 
fierce opponent of what he deemed 
heresy. He also supported the burn- 
ing of books. Luther's profound fear 
of rational thought revealed a deep in- 
security. By pushing reason outside 
the religious sphere, he became one 
of the first Europeans to secularise it. 

Marius writes as a detached secu- 
larist and this is one of the strengths 
of his book. He has no sectarian axe 
to grind, and is fair to Luther, show- 
ing sympathy with bis suffering and 
pointing out that despite his defects, 
he was impelled by distress to do what 
good he could. His literary output was 
prodigious and impressive. But Mar- 
ius also points out that Luther was 
clearly wrong to write off Catholicism 
as he did. The Church needed reform 
and its career since the Reformation 
is far from unblemished, but its ritu- 
als and practices continue to attract. 

If Marius has a fault, it is that he 


Mary Evans Picture Library 

does not always understand the inner 
dynamic of religion. His explanation 
of mysticism and of certain Christian 
doctrines is shallow; and he has little 
appreciation for the role of myth in 
spiritual life. He could have saved him- 
self trouble by simply pointing out that 
Luther's foith. as lived by himself, was 
bad religion. The great world faiths all 
insist that the major test of any spir- 
ituality' is that it leads to practical com- 
passion. Yet Luther's theology led 
him u< rage and hatred 
The reader limps away from this 
fine biography, reeling under the dis- 
tressing impact of Luther’s ire. He was 
consumed by loathing, attacking, in the 
basest terms, all his theological op- 
ponents. Jews, witches. Turks, popes, 
peasants, his fellow reformers and his 
hapless congregation. In this respect, 
his personal theology must be one of 
the most monumental religious fail- 
ures of all time. The fact that Protes- 
tantism was able to recover as well an 
it did from this unfortunate beginning 
is a triumph of the human spirit 

Karen Armstrong's id History erf' God' 
is published in paperback by Vintage 


A woman not 
much taken 
with adultery 

Elisa Segrave comes to admire a 
plain tale of passion and its price 


MADELEINE ST JOHN’S 
novel T7ie Essence Of the Thing. 
about an unmarried young cou- 
ple breaking up, was shortlisted 
for the Booker Prize of 1997. This 
new book is more complex but 
deals once again with the 
domestic side of life. It is about 
two people, one of them married, 
who suddenly foil in love. 
Barbara, the heroine, works as 
a mother’s help, mostly in north 
London houses belonging to 
professional couples. 

The story begins informally 
with the three main characters, 
Barbara, Andrew, and Alex, 
going home in Alex's car after 
a party. Andrew is recently 
divorced He has returned to 
London alone after 10 years, 
having had to leave his small 
daughter with his ex-wife in 
America. He has met Barbara 
that evening and fallen for her. 
Alex, Andrew’s old friend and 
a married journalist has al- 
ready fallen for Barbara - but 
no one knows except Barbara. 

Madeleine St John writes 
“slice of life" novels with a 
vengeance. Do people really 
speak in such awkward banal 
sentences? Probably. At first I 
found the jagged dialogue - and 
the coyness of some of the love 
scenes - often made me wince; 
“they drifted and soared 
through another, occult uni- 
verse contingent on this one (or 
is this one on that?)”. This, de- 
scribing sex between Alex and 
Barbara, is from the book’s 
worst-written paragraph. 

However, I decided that the 
clumsy dialogue signified that 
the characters were hying too 
hard to say what they meant 
That and the often ungainly 
prose, began to grow on me; I 
felt that the very awkwardness 
denoted sincerity. I began to ad- 
mire the way that the depiction 
of those well-worn themes - 
love and adultery - rang true. 
Also, the characters are so 
genuinely nice. Without lect- 
uring or making excuses, the 
author manages to show, rather 
brilliantly, how easy it is to fall 
in love without haring the least 
intention of doing so. 

Her lack of cynicism also 
comes as a relief. The men are 
□ot depicted as selfish bas- 



A Stairway 
to Paradise 

by Madeleine St John 

Fourth Estate. £9 99. lBSpp 


tards. although I did note how 
often Barbara was described by 
her male admirers as a “big 
brown girl", “big velvety Bar- 
bara", and so oa I sometimes 
wished that the author had 
made her more complex. How- 
ever, perhaps St John is simply 
being accurate about middle- 
aged men. In any case, what 
Barbara lacks in complexity, 
she makes up for in goodness. 

Three-quarters of the way 
through. Barbara discusses 
their predicament with her 
lover, Alex, whom she must re- 
nounce because he is married. 
“All there is in the end,' she said, 
is - is - simply trying to keep 
one's hands clean - and it's dif- 
ficult’." Alex answers that 
“whatever real connection one 
can manage to have with an- 
other soul - that’s the only thing 
one can hope for. And you're 
turning your back on it .. . for the 
sake of a mere scruple". 

“It isn't ‘mere’. And we 
couldn't have a Teal connection' 
as you put it, as long as this 
scruple exists." This, in a nut- 
shell, is what this book is about 

I particularly liked the funny, 
tender yet unsentimental way 
she writes ahout children. The 
novels even ends with a con- 
versation between two chil- 
dren. leaving an open door, 
the possibility of a new life. 

My last little complaint is 
that the text is sprinkled with 
unnecessary French words and 
phrases, perhaps in order to 
make the character or author 
appear sophisticated. But this 
is a mistake; its very unpre- 
tentiousness is what makes 
this book work. 





ONE OF the unexpected 
joys of judging the Booker 
Prize (as I rill this year) is 
to watch the media take all 
the decisions for you, long 
months in advance. Every 
cultural tipster that I run 
across now writes with vast 
assurance that this year’s 
last-ditch battle will pit 
Salman Rushdie against 
Vflrram Seth. A tabloid even 
topped its review of one of 
these with “The Booker 
Prize winner 1999”. Maybe 
the house astrologer has to 
write the headlines too. 

We shall see. What really 
bothers any judge, of 
course, are not premature 
acclamations but the 
looming spectre of the Man 
Who Sacked The Beaties. 
The nightmare is to miss a 
a future global classic and 
have that error echo down 
the long halls of posterity. 


A WEEK IN 
BOOKS 



BOYD TONKIN 

Posterity makes dunces 
of critics - and judges 


Criticism of the English 
novel by contemporaries - 
even by many major writers 
- reveals a pretty dismal 
record on this score. 
Sometimes, the oversight 
stems from a plain collision 
of values. Recalling the 
pantomime high jinks of 


Laurence Sterne, that strict 
classicist Samuel Johnson 
5ai± “Nothing odd will last 
Tristram Shandy did not 
last" Oh, yes it did ... 
Sometimes, a kind of jealous 
spite intrudes when critics 
see their own game played 
with a genius they could 
never match; hence Virginia 
Woolf, digging down into her 
private pit of snobbery to 
call Utysses “the scratching 
of pimples on the body of 
the bootbey at Claridge's”. 

And, sometimes, a 
baffling blindness grips a 
great work’s first “expert" 
audience. Next Monday and 
Tuesday, BBC2 will transmit 
Tony Marchant’s impressive 
new adaptation of Great 
ExpedcUiorts. So deeply 
have Pip and Estella, Miss 
Havisham and Magwitch. 
settled into our cultural 
bedrock, one assumes that 


the novel was hailed from 
the off as a masterpiece- 
Not at all. I consulted the 
notices gathered in Edgar 
Rosenberg’s exhaustive - 
but witty - Critical Edition 
of Great Expectations <W W 
Norton. £8.95). Scanning the 
stuck-up halfwits and cloth- 
eared pedants who pemied 
many of these assessments, 
one remembers (as so often 
with reviewers of mature 
Dickens) the old pub-chal 
line on Woody Allen. “I loved 
his early, funny ones, but 
now be’s gone all serious ..." 

How could they miss so 
much? The prize duffer in 
the Dublin University 
Magazine, for instance, who 
reads the first encounter of 
Pip and Magwitch on the 
marshes - quite simply, one 
of the greatest opening 
sequences in European 
fiction - and deems it a 


-merciless pumping-up of 
grotesque or ridiculous 
fancies’? Because true art 
hurts those whose secrets ii 
exposes? Because 
education (of a sort) had 
wrecked their sensibility? 
Because they thought of 
Dickens as one thing, and 
he had grown into another? 

All of these, and more In 
any event, the lousy press 
for Great Expectations 
counts as a paradigm case 
of critical fatuity - and an 
Awful Warning. Meanwhile. 
mid-Victorian readers tin a 
countiy of 18 million, with 
30-40 per cent illiteracy) 
each week bought more 
than 100.000 copies of AU 
The Year Round as the 
novel unfolded in its pages. 
With Dickens, the public, 
nol the pundits, invariably 
turned out right. Could the 
same thing happen nnw? 


INSPIRATIONS 


novelist anne fine 


The music 

Bach, Mozart and 
Beethoven have always 
meant the most to me. 

But there are a host of 
pop songs from ray youth 
that make ray heart turn 
over fast enough. 

The play 

I’m not cra 2 y about plays 
in theatres. They always 
seem so overwrought. 
Some films of plays - like 
Branagh's Hamlet - don’t 
raise my hackles that way. 
But I'd rather stick to 
reading Shakespeare, and 
going to comedies 
instead; Sheridan, 
Stoppard. Ayckbourn. 



The place 

Landscaped gardens by 
people like Capability 
Brown. The joy is to know 
a place in all weathers 
and all times of the year. 
I’ve taken more pleasure 
from the grounds at Stowe 
than anywhere else. 

The film 

Altman’s my favourite 
director. McCabe And Mrs 


Miller and Ridley Scott's 
The Duellists are my two 
favourite films - maybe 
because Julie Christie and 
Harvey Keitel are. for me, 
the two most seductive 
faces on screen. 

The artwork 

I grew up without anyone 
teaching me the first thing 
about how to look at a 
painting. My favourites 
change as I see more. But 
Turner's landscapes and 
Sargent's portraits always 
stay with me longest. 

Anne Fine's new novel is 
‘Charm School published 
by Doubleday i£lQ.99> 
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Ghosts in 




By Christina 
Hardyment 


amp 

Anna Pavord joins the hunt for a phantom flower through the Florida glades 
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Business@the 
Speed of 
Thought 

Read by Bill Gates & 
Roger Steffens 
Penguin. 6hrs. £12.99 


PERSEVERANCE IS 
necessary to get hooked 
on this advertorial but 
important audiobook. 
The first problem is the 
listening experience 
(sorry - business jargon 
is infectious i . The terse 
prefaces to each section 
by Gates himself work 
well but Steffens's 
lugubrious voice takes 
some getting used to. 
The next is content - by 
the end of side one you'll 
be wondering why this 
tape wasn't called A 
Brief History of 
Microsoft. But the 
examples broaden - and, 
whether you're a queen 
bee or an ant, the web 
will revolutionise your 
ways of life and work. 




The monkey orchid: a rare British native, never more than 16 inches tall 


Planet Earth 


Villette 

Full-cast dramatisation 

sec. 

3hrs. £8.99 


CATHERINE BAILEY’S 
dramatisation of 
Charlotte Bronte's last 
novel is the most Ih’e/y 
and arresting broadcast 
of a classic novel 1 have 
heard. Catherine 
McCormack is heart- 
breakingly brave and 
vulnerable as Lucy 
Snowe, Joseph Fiennes 
suitably prattish as the 
fickle Graham, Harriet 
Waiter brilliantly mean 
as Madame Bede. The 
spooky stoiy of an 
English teacher in a 
French finishing school 
haunted by a 
mysterious nun, had its 
origin in Charlotte's 
own experience of a 
French school - and the 
love she felt for the 
husband of its 
headmistress. 


I have always been intimidat- 
ed by orchids. They seem to 
lookat me in the supercilious 
way that camels do, noting 
imperfections of dress and 
appearance and comparing 
them unfavourably with their 
own statuesque flawlessness. 

So it was not because of the title that 
I recently picked up Susan Oriean’s 
book The Orchid Thief in Rizzoli’s 
bookshop in New Ybrk. rdeqjoyed her 
writing in the New Yorker magazine 
and I was on my way to Florida. Her 
narrative, set mostly in that prolific, 
seamy, restless, corrupted Eden, 
seemed like a good way to try to come 
to terms with the place. 

It's a non-fiction book thatreads like 
a novel Its genesis was a brief news- 
paper report of a lawsuit involving an 
orchid buff called John Laroche, three 
Seminole Indians and the theft of 
plants, including the rare ghost orchid, 
from the Fakahatchee Strand near 
Naples on Florida's west coast 
From that small seed grew this bril- 
liantly conceived account of obsession, 
centred round the enigmatic figure of 
Laroche, “pale eyed, slouch shouldered 
and sharply handsome", a man with 
“the nervous intensity of someone 
who plays a lot of video games." But 
like the swamps in which the story is 
set, Orlean's account wanders off into 
engrossing side channels, exploring 
perhaps the background of the Semi- 
nole Indians or the history of orchid 



The Orchid Thief 

by Susan Orlean 

Heinemann. £12.99. 350pp 


growing on most rivetingly, the nature 
of the landscape in which this strange 
tale is set. 

Florida itself became, for me, the 
most absorbing character in this tale. 
The author brings the place to life in 
the most extraordinary way. Here 
transition and mutation are the status 
quo. Wetness and dryness drift into 
each other mdistmguishably. Unruli- 
ness merges into brief order, and then 
wanders off into wilderness again. 
Kuntry Hubbards loom up alongside 
gas stations, both more improbable 
than dinosaurs in this swampy terrain. 

Often. Susan Orlean makes no obvi- 
ous attempt to fink the various elements 
and digressions of her story. One chan- 
nel is explored, then a line is drawn (lit- 
erally! under tiiat particular a^ect and 
she attacks tile shifting mass of her sub- 
ject matter from another quarter. This 
device, in a lesser writer, would seem 
lazy, but here the transitions, though 


intially abrupt, reveal before too long 
their purpose in the story. 

She uses images with enviable skill, 
whether describing the Seminole 
tribe's lawyer “dribbling" his briefcase 
from hand to hand, the air in the 
Fhkaha tehee swamp with “the slack, 
drapey weight of wet velvet”, or an 
afternoon in an orchid nursery, “a 
dazed, shambling kind of afternoon, a 
day seen through a scrim. " 

Most often, such writing obviates the 
need for pictures, of which there are 
none. But tin's is a book about a quest 

- a classic genre - and I wanted to 
know, more clearly than Orlean 
described, what the object of her quest 

- the ghost orchid. Polyrrhiz a 
lindenii - actually looked like. It isn't 
listed or pictured in any of my plant 
books, either But the fact that she, even 
after her long, complicated, arduous 
search, never finds it In flower is en- 
tirely apt Orchids are among a small, 
select band of flowers powerful enough 
to set their own agendas. 

But you don’t need to know anything 
about orchids or any other plants to be 
engrossed by this strange story. It was 
not because she loved orchids herself 
that Susan Orlean was drawn to write 
this memorable book. In it. she ex- 
plores (and half envies) the nature of 
obsession. She understands it as a way 
to navigate through a world that offers 
too many options. She is sympathetic 
to it as a necessary haven For people 
who find most other people unbearable. 


This sympathy extends to her anti- 
hero. Laroche, although he comes 
across to the reader as a wildly irri- 
tating. self-regarding nightmare of a 
man. Well as they say. you probably 
had to be there to understand his at- 
traction. But she has a lovely way with 
irony. Bob Fuchs, another orchid ma- 
niac, “had three different alarm sys- 
tems in his greenhouse in case 
anything went wrong with the tem- 
perature or the light or the humidity, 
so he was usually very relaxed." 

A hookas good as this deserved bet- 
ter editing. There is no such plant as 
an antherium. You can have an thuli- 
ums or anthericums. Which is it to be? 
No monkey orchid six feet tall ever 
grew wild in Britain. The monkey or- 
chid ( Orchis sim ia i is a very rare 
British native, never more than I6inch- 
es tall and usually half that Paphio- 
pedilums appear as paphiopedilums, 
amorphophailus as amorphaphallus. 
And is it fair to assume that late 
Victorian nurseries such as Black & 
Flory were graveyards for orchids? 
Mackenzie Black had been orchid 
grower in chief to Baron de Rothschild 
in Vienna and Paris before he even set 
up his nursery. He was no slouch on 
the orchid front Quibbles only. I was 
so engrossed in this book on my flight 
from New York to Florida, I never even 
noticed we had landed. 


Arma Pavord' s ‘ The Tulip' is published 
by Bloomsbury 



‘Carr’s follow-up to THE ALIENIST is just as 

good a read; a thrillingly macabre drive into the 


fetid depths of turn-of-the-centurv New York ... 
bigger and more troubling than a mere thriller, 
and brilliantly maintains a ferocious grip’ 
Mail on Sunday 
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Viknun Seth's first novel since A Suitable Bay 
has shot straight into the top Id. Wo'U have to 
wait a week to see how Salman Rushdie's 
latest, The Ground Beneath Her Ftxt, fares us it 


has only ju&t reached the bookstores, ahead of 
its official publication date. Compiled front 
data .supplied on sales over seven days ending 
l April mu. Bookwatch Ltd. 1999 


ORIGINAL F2CTSON 



TITLE 

AUTHOR. PUBLISHER 

PRICE 

WCCIfLV SALE5 

i n> 

Monsoon 

Wilbur Smith liWUmmilLini 

£17 99 

10.035 

2(2) 

Come Together 

Jbsic Lloyd 0 Emlvn (Arrowl 

F.5 99 

A.1^5 

3(3) 

Charlie 

Lesley Pearsi! iPcncuini 

ES99 

3.727 

4(5) 

The Tescamenc 

John Gii'-li.im fO'-ntui y| 

£10.99 

2.736 

5H 

Bttterweet 

D.imcilc Steel item Prossi 

£16 99 

2.290 

•H 

When Morning Comes AuJm-v Howard (Hoddvii 

£5.99 

(.696 

7 (4) 

Sharpe's Fortress 

Bern.ird Cornwell (HjitwiCoIIuis) 

£16 yj 

l.*95 

8C-) 

An Equal Musk 

Vitrom Seth (Plioenih Housi') 

£1699 

1 .354 

9(7) 

Night Whispers 

Judith Mcfiauph' iPC'Ckctl 

£5.99 

1.332 

10 (8) 

LA Connections: power Jackie Collins |Pjn| 

£2 50 

1.151 


ORIGINAL NON-FICTION 


TITLE 


AUTHOR/PUBLISHER 


WEEKLY SALES 


1 0) 
21-1 
3 (3) 
A (2) 


Ground Force Weekend Alan Titchm.iiih (BBC) 


F.9 » 


5.157 


Boogh Guide: the InCernctAngws Kennedy | Rough Guides) £5 


4.151 


Men are Prom Mars... John Gmy (Thorsonsi 


£3.99 


3.540 


The Whole Woman Germaine Giecr (DoublcHay) 


£16 99 


3.69b 


5(5) 

little Book of Feng Shu! Lillian Too [Element) 

£1.99 

2.229 

6(4) 

How to Gee lfllhac Vbu Want John Guv (Venroluni 

£9 99 

1.903 

7 (-1 

CrWwtcr's Almanack 1999 «i Matthew Engel {Wisdom 

£28.00 

1.298 

8 (“) 

Complete Book of Gardening Alan TiUhmjrsh (BBC) 

£19.99 

i.161 

9(6) 

The Yfear 1000 R Lxey 0 D panrifjor (Uttfc. Ercv.-nl 

£li.99 

1.028 

10I-) 

Buslnessigthc Speed of Thought Bill Gules 1 Penguin! 

£18.99 

946 


BIOGRAPHY AND AUTOBIOGRAPHY 



TITLE 

AUTHOR/ PUBLISHER 

PRICE 

WEEKLY SALES 

1 

Angela’s Ashes 

Frank McCourl {Flamingo) 

£7.99 

2.0/7 

2 

■n»e Life of Thomas More Peter Ackroyd (Viniagel 

£3.99 

1.6381 

3 

A Kentish Lad 

Frank Muir iCorgi) 

£7.99 

822 1 

4 

The Guv'noi- 

Lenny r/cLean { Blake) 

£14.99 

651 

5 

'PaIBng Leaves 

Adeline Ven Mah {Penguinl 

£6 99 

593 

6 

Monica’s Stonr 

Andrew Morron (O'Mjia) 

£16 99 

3CW 

7 

Danny Bov 

Andrew Vaughan (Deutsch) 

£1499 

404 

8 

The Other Side of ttte Dole Gervase Phinn /Penguin) 

£6.9 9 

2f.7 

9 

Losing My Vlr^Mey 

Richard Branson (Virgin! 

£20 

219 

10 

Desert Flower 

Wtoris Dwie iVuap.n) 

£10 99 

}Vj 
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PAPERBACKS 


BY EMMA HAGESTADT AND 
CHRISTOPHER HIRST 




The 20th-Century 
Art Book 

Phaidon, £6.95. 
520pp 


GIVING A page each to 
works by 499 artists ranging 
from Odilon Redon (born 
1840) to Damien Hirst (born 
1965), this bestselling picture 
book is now reissued in a 
chunky, condensed format. 
The contraction is less than 
fair to Francis Bacon, whose 
triptych is reduced to 
postage stamps, but does 
little damage to the image of 
an empty gallery which 
illustrates a forgotten 
conceptualist called Acconid 
(he is masturbating beneath 
the floorboards). Though one 
may quibble at the choice of 
inclusions - a weak drawing 
by Artaud but nothing by 
Saul Steinberg - the book is a 
marvel at the price. 


Phantoms in 
the Brain 

by V S Ramachandran. 

Fourth Estate, £8.99, 
328pp 

THIS FIRST popular work 
from a leading explorer of 
the mind's congeries is 
notable for lucidity, 
readability and humour. 
Ramachandran expresses 
amazement bordering on 
delight at the way the mind 
can react to loss through 
injuiy or stroke. One patient 
applies make-up to just the 
left side of her face. Others, 
such as Thurber, experience 
hallucinations prompted by 
loss of sight As Freud 
proposed, we are all in thrall 
to the unconscious. But the 
author is unconvinced about 
multiple personality disorder. 
“If I ever locate a patient 
with two personalities, TO 
send two bills.” 



ft 


The Travelling 
Hornptayer 

by Barbara Trapido, 
Penguin. £6. 99. 

245pp 

A SEQUEL to a sequel, but 
don't let that put you off 
trying Barbara Trapido. In a 
plot as enchanting (and 
outlandish) as any dreamt up 
by Iris Murdoch, Trapido’s . 
cast of Oxford dons, 
adulterous writers and 
profane monks all have one 
moment in common, the 
death oif a young student in a 
road accident in London. In 
addition to laugh-out-loud . 

jokes about the interior 
design notions of British 
women, rude sex, and the 
joys of Allinson's wholemeal 
bread, this delightfully 
mature tragi-comedyalso 
delivers on life's more taxing 
emotions, in particular 
bereavement and loss. 
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Gallipoli 

by Robert Rhodes James. 
Pimlico. £12.50. 
3S4pp 


NOT MANY military classics 
begin with a haunting: 

“Three times I was conscious 
of footfalls behind me. [but] 
there was no one there." 
Used as a textbook in the 
Falklands. this is an 
exemplary account of the 
fruitless 1915 conflict which 
cost over 250,000 lives. 
Following a bloody landing, 
the Allied campaign petered 
out after eight months of 
trench warfare directed by a 
general straight out of 
Blackadder-. “rubicundly 
gruff, self-important and 
rain." Thanks to lessons 
learned at Gallipoli, the UK 
D-Day force was spared the 
Private Ryan debacle of the 
US at Omaha Beach. 


The Everlasting 
Story of Nory 

by Nicholson Baker. 

Vintage. £6.99. 

226pp 

YOU DON'T expect grand 
themes from navel-gazer 
Nicholson Baker, but here he 
does swap continents, setting 
the action in a chilly English 
cathedral town - or, more 
accurately, in the head of a 
visiting nine-year-old girl 
Related entirely by Nory, 
Baker's compelling narrative 
describes what's on a young 
Californian’s mind while 
sitting under medieval 
rafters or queuing up for 
school dinners - usually 
something as arcane as the 
commercial possibilities of 
portion-controlled 
toothpaste. Inspired by the 
author’s land bis daughter’s) 
experiences during a 
sabbatical year in Ely. 
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Time Out Book of 
Paris Short Stories 

edited by Nicholas Royle. 

Penguin. £6.99, 

194pp 

if PARIS in springtime isn’t 
on the cards, novelist an d 
critic Nicholas Royie's 
selection of Paris tales py 
contemporary- writers is the 

next best thing. Stories by 

natives are fir outnumbered ' 
by the collection’s tourist 
contingency; especially 
transplanted Americans - 
Maureen Freely, Erica 
Wagner and Edward Fox - 
who, much like the character 
in Michele Roberts's story 
“Fluency", roam the dty in 
search of moments of 
heightened awareness: 
afternoons smelling of “hot 
dust, lime blossom and 
vanilla"; and the perfect cafe 
in which to linger over an 
expresso or glass oF wine. 
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Basics in the bedding department 

At this time of year a gardener’s fancy turns to flowers, but don’t forget that foliage is much more sustaining, says Anna Pavord 


P lants, like furniture, 
can be divided into 
basics and extras. The 
garden needs its 
equivalent of bed. 
table and chairs, 
before you start worrying about the 
minutiae of pelmets and doorknobs. 
An established garden may already 
have some of the basics: a forsythia 
perhaps, a lilac, or even an over- 
grown buddleia. 

liyou arrive ass new owner of an 
old garden, do not be too quick to 
condemn existing plants. They may 
need pruning. They probably need 
feeding. But at least they are prov- 
ing that they can grow. The fact that 
you have not put them there is not, 
on its own, a good enough reason for 
taking them to the tip. In many ways 
it is easier to have one or two 
ingredients to work with than face 
the daunting bareness of a brand 

new patch. 

When choosing plants to furnish 
the garden, keep a few principles in 
mind. Will the plants have a rea- 
sonable chance of surviving in the 
place you have in mind (no rhodo- 
dendrons in lime-ridden patches)? 
Will your chosen clutch perform at 
different seasons of the year, rather 
than racing out together in spring? 

With the rising of the sap in 
spring, there is a corresponding 
stampede to the garden centre. The 
overflow car part was heaving at our 
local centre this week. Plants beck- 
oned on every side. Without a plan, 
you tend to pick up only the things 
with flowers on them. The clanger is 
that after a blazing spring, your gar- 
den will have no space for anything 
to perform for the rest of the year. 

Hants already flowering in their 
containers are not, in any case, 
best buys. All plants find it easier to 
establish themselves below ground 
if they do not have to sustain a dis- 
play above ground at the samp Hmp 
If you can bear it. choose plants for 
their general shapeliness and bal- 
ance rather than because they hap- 
pen to be flowering. 

Aim for balance, too, when you are 
planting your garden: balance 
between evergreens and decidu- 
ous plants; between plants that 



The eglantine or sweet briar rose Crosa rnbiginosa’) has single flowers in summer and brightly coloured hips in winter Howard Rice 


have their heads in the douds and 
those that sprawl at ground level. 
Think about the form and texture of 
the foliage as welL flowers may 
arouse the greatest passions, but 
foliage is more sustaining. 

The showiest plants do not nec- 
essarily provide the best basic fur- 
nishing Ebrsythia catches all eyes 
in spring, but its habit is ungainly and 
its leaves coarse and boring. What 
is this shrub going to do for you once 
its one and only trick is over? Zilch. 
The smaller the garden, the more 
critical you need to be of a plant’s 
overall performance. 

Some plants need to be like the 
good sofa that interior-design gurus 
tell us will hold the rest of the room 
together. The fact that my favourite 


sofa is quietly exploding in our sit- 
ting room does not blind me to the 
merits of unpretentious evergreen 
shrubs such as osman thus, cov- 
ered now with sweet smelling flow- 
ers. It is always handsome, clippable 
(if that is what you want), and pre- 
sents a fine background for later 
slashes of brilliant colour from lilies, 
zinnias or red hot pokers. 

What you want most of all. espe- 
cially in a small garden, are plants 
that pay rent more than once a year 
This might be with berries or fruit, 
as showy as the flowers have been 
in their season. There may be seed- 
heads, like the allium's drumheads, 
that only a vandal would cut down 
rather than keep. The plant might 
provide a wave of autumn colour 


before it finally packs itself away for 
the year. It may have bark (as with 
willows, dogwoods and acers* that 
gives the garden a dramatic new 
dimension in winter. 

But how does one learn about 
these paragons? The answers to 
many questions lie in my colleague 
Ursula Buchan's new book. Plants 
for All Seasons, where you will find 
more than 80 plants chosen for 
their chameleon qualities. It covers 
trees, shrubs, climbers and peren- 
nials. This is a wide brief but makes 
the book all the more useful for gar- 
deners. At one momentyou are con- 
sidering the merits of a tree such as 
Comus 'Eddie’s White Wonder', 
which will eventually spread at least 
15ft wide. At the next you may be 


rolling round the possibilities of 
Paeonia mlokosewitschii, which 
rarely makes a clump bigger than 
two feet high and wide. 

Ms Buchan is a practical gar- 
dener, so she also points out what 
her chosen plants need by way of 
soil, aspect and climate. The 
photographs that accompany her 
text made me fall in love all over 
again with ‘Eddie’s White Wonder’. 
In May it is covered in showy white 
flowers that are actually bracts. 
The real flowers are in the centre 
of the bracts, like knobby little 
hairpins holding the bracts together. 
In autumn the foliage blazes up 
into a final fire of crimson, yellow 
and gold. 

Sensibly, Ms Buchan warns that 


“they are not suitable for all situa- 
tions". They need shelter from wind 
and late spring frosts. They will only 
perform well on fertile, well drained, 
neutral-to-add soil. It is the last 
intractable problem that has pre- 
vented me from planting this cornus 
in the past 1 was glad to be reminded 
by the author that it would be cruel 
in the extreme to introduce it to our 
cold, heavy, alkaline clay. 

The peony I already have. There, 
the problem lies not in growing it 
successfully, but in steeling oneself 
to say its name properly. Like most 
other people I know who have iL I 
cheat and call it “Molly the Witch". 
The foliage now is extraordinary: a 
greyish, pinkish, greenish bronze, 
with a bloom on the back of the 


leaves that makes them look as 
precious as a Persian silk carpet 
The flowers (they'll appear later this 
month) are a particularly bitter yel- 
low. Even those finely tuned souls 
who generally shudder at yellow 
have to admit that this is different. 
And very good. 

The directory of plants takes up 
the largest part of the book, but the 
first third covers more general 
guidelines to choosing plants. Think 
about foliage, writes Ms Buchan. 
Think about texture. 

Push your mind beyond a plant's 
flowering period to ask yourself 
what happens after. Think about a 
plant’s habit of growth and whether 
that is likely to change as it ages. 
This section is rich in the kind of 
advice that is only given by garden- 
ers who do their own gardening. 

Groundcover is a case in point. 
The coverall term can apply as 
easily to wintergreen iGaultheria 
prrxrumbens > as it can to barren- 
worts i the Epimedium tribe'. 

But as Ms Buchan points out in 
her book, "the former creates a 
darker, more sombre atmosphere 
than the latter. They are not inter- 
changeable plants just because they 
like the same conditions.” 

Nor does she forget that a good 
garden also needs some purely 
evanescent plantings, such as 
annual flowers and bulbs provide. 
You could make a garden entirely of 
annual flowers, but this would be the 
equivalent of furnishing a room only 
with brightly coloured cushions. It 
is gay. but most appropriate for 
those just passing through, as 
students do in rented flats. 

Nevertheless, annuals, small sea- 
sonal perennials, and bulbs all have 
an important part to play in a 
garden, furnishing the bottom layer 
of a three-tiered planting scheme. 
Use them to build up contrasts of 
colour around the more solid furni- 
ture of shrubs and small trees. Now 
attack the garden centre. But take 
this book with you. 

‘Plante for AB. Seasons' by Ursula 
Buchan with photographs by 
Howard Rice is published by 
Mitchell Beazley, £16.99 
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Cuttings 

news From the 
GARDENERS' WORLD 

MILLENNIUM TREES 
No 4: Pear 

More than three quarters of 
the people surveyed in a 
NOP pall thought that 
Britain would come near the 
top of any European league 
table which measured 
wooded areas of a country in 
relation to its size. Sadly they 
are wrong. Britain is now 
second to bottom in terms of 
its tree coven\ Only Ireland is 
worse off thaxi we are. So we 
need to plant, plant plant 
My fourth millenni um 
tree is a pear, grafted onto a 


H oi . 



A pear tree will live for 
250 years , A-Z 

sensible rootstock, su&i as 
the wild pear (Pyrus \ 
communis ) a pear free will 
are for 250 years or more. It 
is wonderful in north or 
w\sst London to see old pear 
tries in bade gardens. They 
art remnants of the 19th- 
ceitury orchards that once 
ringed London. 

[ Pear frees are naturally 
narrow in outline. Though ■ 
tfjey might grow more than ' 
50ft tall, they will never get; 
inthe way If, that is, you .? 
ctioose a tree growing on • 
the right rootstock. A pear \ 
trrie grafted on dwarfing 
rootstock will bear fruit 
more quickly than a tree 
grafted on to rootstock of .■ 
Pyrus communis. But it will \| 
grow like a bush, will be *1 

more difficult to keep 
h ealthy than a pear on non- 
dwarfing rootstock, and it 
will not be as long lived. 

So order a pear tree from 
a nursery that knows what 
it is doing. Ask for it to be 
grafted on non-dwarfing 
rootstock. Buy a standard or 
half standard tree rather 
than a bush or pyramid. 

And dream of the people 
200 years hence whose 
hearts win lift at the sight of 
your tree. 

ANNA PAVORD 


A fine bunch of 
Northern show 



Contrary to popular belief, spring does not begin at Chelsea. Head 
for Harrogate to see the first show of the season. By Ursula Buchan 


LARGE FLOWER shows are 
growing bigger and becoming 
more numerous, thanks to 
the seemingly limitless en- 
thusiasm gardeners have for 
good plants, design ideas, 
gadgets, and a good day ouL 

Two years ago, the Royal 
Horticultural Society added a 
show in Scotland to its port- 
folio, and this year its influ ence 
spreads to the north-west, 
with one at Tattoo Park in July. 
No doubt, if you live in the 
south of England, you have al- 
ready ordered your tickets 
for the Malvern Spring Show 
and for the grand-daddy of 
them aft, Chelsea. 

The RHS does not have 
the monopoly on shows, how- 
ever; even if it sometimes 
appears that way. The long- 
established Harrogate Spring 
Flower Show, for example, 
held by the North of England 
Horticultural Society, occurs 
four weeks before Chelsea, at 
that wonderful time when daf- 
fodils coincide with tulips, the 
world feels fresh and new- 
minted, and hopes are high. 

This society was founded in 
1911, the same year that 
Chelsea moved out of Temple 
Gardens to its present site in 
the grounds of the Royal Hos- 
pital The Society’s principal 
raison d’etre has always been 
the organisation of two large 
flower shows, in spring and 

autumn. 

(By the by, this society 
should not be confused with 
the Northern Horticultural 
Society; which is based at Har- 
low CaiT Botanical Gardens in 
Harrogate, and which was 
founded to conduct garden 
trials and advise amateurs 
living in the north of En gla n d 
i on ga rdening matters, at a 
: time when the RHS concen- 
i trated its efforts in the south.) 
\\. Ebr many years, the two 
\Harrogate shows were settled 
jn valley Gardens in the cen- 
tre of town, but the pressure 

to expand, and the need to pro- 
vide extensive car parking, en- 
couraged the Society four 
years ago to move the autumn 
show out to the 22-acre Great 
Yorkshire Showground site 
on the outskirts of the town. 



Hat couture amongst the flowers at the Harrogate Spring Show Tim Smith 


The spring show followed two 
years later. 

The enormous size of the 
site, much of it under coven 
coupled with the ease of com- 
munication, have increased 
visitor numbers; 60,000 people 
are expected to attend the 
spring show over its four days, 
whilst perhaps 35,000 will visit 
the three-day autumn event 

The autumn show has 
always hosted a number of 
competitions staged by spe- 
cialist plant societies (13 at the 
last count). There also are 
three important competitive 
exhibitions at the spring event 
this yean those held by the 
National Daffodil Society; the 
Wakefield and North of Eng- 
land Tulip Society, and the 
Alpine Garden Society. 

The show provides a cov- 
eted opportunity for these 
specialist societies to show the 
world what they are about, in 
particular the breathtaking 
standards of cultivation that 
they achieve. Watch out for 


miniature alpine gardens of 20 
to 30 different plants each, in 
36cm-diameter terracotta 
pots, in the alpine marquee, as 
well as new daffodils bred by 
amateur enthusiasts, in the 
daffodil and tulip marquee. 

There is far less emphasis 
at Harrogate than at Chelsea 
on display gardens, but Dou- 
glas Knight’s “Monet Gar- 
den," which makes its debut 
here before moving on tu 
Chelsea in May, should be an 
intriguing layout, for he is an 
awani-winning designer of 
rock and water gardens and 
well-known for the careful 
study he has made of the in- 
teraction between geological 
formations and water. 

Most of the large nurseries 
which show at Chelsea can 
also be found at Harrogate, 
displaying (and, more to the 
point, selling) plants, but a 
number of more local firms, 
who confine their activities in 
the north, will be exhibiting as 
well. Examples include Tay- 


lors of Doncaster, with an ex- 
tensive list of clematis: Spring- 
wood Pleiones from Selby 
displaying pleiones and other 
terrestrial orchids, and the 
Hartside Nursery Garden of 
Alston in Cumbria, offering un- 
usual plants grown at l.ino 
feet above sea level. 

So. if you live north of the 
TrenL Harrogate is the place 
to buy plants which will thrive 
in your garden, and to seek ex- 
pert advice from people who 
really understand the condi- 
tions in your garden. 

Ticket prices range from £8 to 
£ 10 . tickets pre-booked before 
noon on 16th April will be of- 
fered at a £2 discount. 

The show opens on Thurs- 
day. I'L'nd April utui runs fir 
four days. Telephone the 
North of England Horticul- 
tural Society on 01-i'JH 56 1 (W9. 
e-mail tnfoatfknvershou.orij 
lit it visit the wehsite ut 
mi'icflouvrshow org. uk. ft >r 
further details 


REMOVE ANY shoots that 
have died back in winter 
from outdoor abutilon. 
Large specimens of acacia 
i mimosa) can be cut back 
as soon as they have 
finished flowering if you 
want to reduce them in 
size. Otherwise, leave 
them alone. 

ARBUTUS, THE 
strawberry tree, needs no 
regular pruning but 
straggly shoots can be cut 
right back to the main stem 
now if necessary. Cut back 
varieties of Artemisia 
absinthium (which include 
■powis Castle’ and 
•Lambrook Silver) to within 
six inches of the ground. 

DECIDUOUS CEANOTHUS. 
such as ‘Gloire de 
Versailles’ and *Marie 
Simon’ should be cut hard 
back. Shorten last year’s 
growths to within three 
inches of the old wood. 
Evergreen varieties need 
no regular pruning but 
where late summer 
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ANNA PAVORD 

flowering types such as 
Autumnal Blue' are 
outgrowing their allotted 
space, you can shorten the 
lateral growths now. 

AUCUBA (SPOTTY laurel) 
can be hacked back now to 
within two or three feet of 
the ground. The grey- 
leaved shrub, ballota 
should be cut back by half. 

OVER-VIGOROUS forms of 
evergreen cotoneaster can 
also be cut back now. Tlry to 
retain the characteristic 
outline of each shrub when 
you make your cuts. 


THE CHILEAN glory flower. 
Eccremocarpus. is a 
rampant but short-lived 
perennial climber. It is not 
reliably hardy, so frosted, 
dead growths may need to 
be cut out now. 

FORSYTH LA SHOULD be 
pruned as soon as it has 
finished flowering. Take out 
some of the old branches at 
ground level each year on a 
three-year rotation. 
Forsythia hedges can be 
trimmed over when the 
flowers have finished. Do 
not trim them again until 
next spring, or you will 
have no flowers. 

LEGGY SPECIMENS of 
hebe can be cut hard back 
now, to force new shoots to 
spring from the base. 
Generally, however, this 
shrub can be left alone. 

OVERGROWN BUSHES of 
rosemary can also be 
tackled now, but not so 
harshly. Trim all the shoots 
back by half. 
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C ALL TO ORDER 

01702 332922 

using your Credit Card or send 
completed coupon wilh crossed 
cheque or postal orders to. 
THE INDEPENDENT 
BIRD FEEDER OFFER 
5 *> (.hieuns Riuil. Southend on Ski. 
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Offer availarie UK mainland orty. Please 
atm day:, lc* delivery now receipt 
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Clearly a winning idej and .1 must for all lovers of bird life. This bird 
bo* has been elderly designed to attach easily to a window allowing 
\.m In observe at close hand garden birds feeding all through the year. 
Whilst perfect for all bird lowers this bird feeder is especially 
hcnelVial m fl.u dweller* or anyone without access to a garden. 
Measuring I Sum \ 1 7cm x lUcm the box is acrylic and has a natural 
v el low wooden rn> if. and an easy to clean feeding tray and perch The 
mill takes seconds in lit and remove for regular cleaning. A leaflet is 
al- i supplied w hich gives ups on the types of feed required In attract 
Jilleieni varieties ot birds throughout the year. At just fU.vK) plus £1 
|s.,tuge <S packing lhi< bird box will give you hours ot entertainment 
1 1 id would make a lively gift for any bird lover. 

rj<TA-<Li;-:r Purporting PLC. RojtslCTi-d In EnoUnfl Mo 1OT8967 


: Ftaic nit- nw> Gamut* 
j My Name is (Mr/MrsiMs). 


i Address. 


i Postcode 


Signature 


Send To .THE INDEPENDENT 
BIRD FEEDER OFFER 

59 Qutwni Road. Southend On Sea. 
Ess-?* SSl lNL 

□ tenuto wsDcnt tcuxror.Ento 
tow luwo naifflc; tm VEWWt 
PlGl Pic rr ir^n emura acpmvd 
^ leWSPAPEB PUBUSWMG PU. j llJfrJfeT] 
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Fir he’s a jolly good fellow 
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DUFF 

Hart- Davis 


O n Thursday 26 Octo- 
ber 1826, douds hung 
low over the moun- 
tains around the 
headwaters of the 
Willamette River, in 
Oregon. Yet for the intrepid botanist- 
explorer David Douglas, the dull 
weather was of no consequence, 
because he made one of the most 
exciting discoveries of his life. 

For days he had trekked through 
uncharted wilderness in search of a 
particular tree. Firms lambertiana, 
the sugar pine; and when at last he 
came upon a stand of the giants, he 
was so astounded by their size that 
in his journal he cautioned himself 
not to exaggerate. “Lest I should 
never see my friends to tell them 
verbally of this most beautiful and 
immensely large tree" he wrote, “I 
now state the dimensions of the 
largest one I could find that was 
blown down by the wind. Three feet 
from the ground, 57 feet nine inch- 
es in circumference; 134 feet from 
the ground. 17 feet five inches.-" 
Needing cones for his seed col- 
lection, he took bis gun and began 
“clipping them from the branches 
with ball" when suddenly eight 
Indians appeared, covered with red 
paint, armed with bows and ar- 
rows. Douglas tried to explain what 
he was doing, but they were so 
threatening that he levelled his gun 
at them and with his left hand drew 
a pistol “determined to fight for life”. 
After a stand-off of- eight or 10 min- 
utes. the leader relaxed, and de- 
manded tobacco; Douglas promised 
him some in return for more cones, 
and while the Indians went to look 
for them, he slipped away 

That night in his camp, he was vis- 
ited by a she grizzly bear with two 
cubs. “As I could not consistently 
with my safety receive them so 
early in the morning," he wrote, “I 
waited daylight and accordingly did 
so" - that is, he shot the mother and 
one of the cubs, presenting the car- v . 
cass of the young animal to his 
Indian guide, “who seemed to lay 
great store by it." 

Ebr Douglas, such encounters 
were commonplace; and from his 
own densely packed account it is 
dear that he was an exceptional 
traveler as tough as he was fearless; 
yet he was also an outstanding col- 
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Martin Page- Jones, area foreman for the Mortimer forest near Ludlow, amid a stand of 70-year-old Douglas firs 


lector of plants and trees, and next 
Wednesday, ™ this country, there 
begins a programme of nearly 40 
events planned to celebrate the bi- 
centenary of bis birth. 

His influence on the British land- 
scape has been profound, for he in- 
troduced more than 200 spedes of 
plants - among them lupins, sun- 
flowers, evening primrose, Mabonia 
and flowering currants -and several 
trees which have proved of crucial 
importance to forestry in Britain. Not 
everyone will thank him for bring- 
ing home sitka spruce - now the 
most prolific timber tree in Britain 
- but everyone who knows Pseudot- 
suga memieii must rejoice that 
such a lovefy tree was renamed after 
him, the Douglas fir. 

He was bom on 25 July 1799 at 
Scone, near Perth, son of a stone- 
mason. As a boy he kept owls and 
hawks, and his interest in nature led 
his father to apprentice him, when 
only 11, to the head gardener at 


Scone Palace. Later, he took himself 
to a private school in Perth, and by 
constant study, as well as by trips 
into the Scottish Hi ghlands he built 
up a wide knowledge of botany. 

In 1820, he won a place at the 
Botanic Gardens in Glasgow, and 
there met the great Sir William 
Hooter, who was appointed to the 
Chair of Botany at Glasgow Uni- 
versity that same year. In 1823, 
admiring Douglas's inteffigeoce. en- 
ergy and industry. Hooter sent him 
to Joseph Sabine, secretary of the 
Horticultural Society in London, 
with a recommendation that the 
young man should be packed off to 
search for plants in China. 

When that scheme fell through, 
the Society sent Douglas to collect 
fruit trees and plants in north-east 
America. He carried out the mission 
with such success that in the fol- 
lowing year 1824, he was dispatched 
on a far more ambitious journey to 
explore around the Columbia rivo; 


in the far north-west of America. 

Hie outward voyage, round Cape 
Horn, alone took eight months, and 
when Douglas reached his destina- 
tion, he found himself in a true 
wilderness, scarcely penetrated by 
Europeans. He spent the next three 
years travelling on foot, on horse- 
back or by canoe, sometimes with a 
white companion, often with only an 
In dian guide, living off the land 
(salmon, deer and birds), menaced 
by natives bent on larceny if not on 
murder. Alternately scorched, 
drenched and frozen, he endured 
fearful hardships, yet never stopped 
collecting - plants, seeds, skins - and 
measuring everything in sight 

His zeal was unquenchable, his 
success enormous; but when he 
returned to London in the autumn 
of 1827, his supporters in high places 
found him an uncomfortable guest 
In society he became prickly and 
boorish, and everyone was relieved 
when he returned to the wilds. 


Before setting off again for north- 
west America, in 1829, he conceived 
the grandiose idea that he would 
take passage across the Bering 
Strait and walk home through 
Siberia. What a story that journey 
would have produced! Alas, he never 
got a **hanw» to make it for; during 
a voyage in the Pacific, he died on 
the island of Hawaii in 1834. aged 
only 35. Rumour held that he had 
been murdered, but the truth seems 
more prosaic: he apparently fell 
into a pit dug to catch wild animate, 
and was trampled or gored by a 
trapped bulL 

His legacy is enormous. Dou- 
glas firs have become the world tim- 
ber trade’s most important trees. 
Mature specimens rise straight and 
tall as the columns of an open-air 
cathedral so handsome that the 
Forestry Commission now pre- 
serves exceptional stands well past 
their fell-by date. These areas, 
known as “retentions”, will be kept 
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indefinitely for their aesthetic value. 

Some of Britain's best Douglas 
firs grow in the belt of greensand 
that runs through the Longleat, 
Maiden Bradley and Stourhead 
estates in Wiltshire- At Stourhead, 
several trees are more than a 
century old, 170ft tall and growing 
vigorously. As timber they are 
extremely valuable, ami fetch almost 
the same price per cubic foot as oak 
a big tree can weigh 15 tons and be 
worth £1,000 or more. 

And the tallest tree in Britain? You 
guessed it At Dunkeld. only a dozen 
mfles from where its namesake was 
ri»orij*3 mighty Douglas has readied 
a height of 212ft, is stillgrowing, and 
should cany on for another 50 years. 

For information on the bicentenrd- 
al programme, contact the David 
Douglas Society at Stormont House, 
11 Mansfield. Scone PH26UE, or the 
Forestry Commission office in 
Perth: 01738 442830 


NATURE 

NOTES 

ffp.n FLOWERS are 
ex ce p tionally profuse and 
brilliant this spring, 
probably because so much 
rain fell earlier in the yeai; 
and the winter was so mild. 
Snowdrops have long since 
come and gone, but bright- 
yellow celandines - fee 
other traditional harbingers 
of spring - are now running 
riot in hedges, and 
particularly in churchyards. 

In places with moist soO, 
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Primroses: like delicious 
scrambled egg A-Z , 

the forest floor is dusted 
with drifts of delicate, white- 
petalled wood anemones, 
which need light, and so 
bloom before the leaves of 
the trees come out above - 
them, dosing fee canopy 
overhead. Wild garlic is in 
bud, and already bluebells 
are coming into flower; 
three weeks ahead of 
schedule. 

Yet nothing can beat the 
amazing show of primroses, 
which blaze from grassy 
hanks along lanes and 
hedges, making green 
hollows look as though they 
are spattered with delirious 
scrambled egg. In living 
memory, country people 
would mate good money 
picking primroses by the 
thousand, tying them in 
little bundles and sending 
them to market in the 
towns. There is ho evidence 
that such harvesting ever 
harmed th^ plants, but 
nowadays picking is 
strongly discouraged, and 
under the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act of 1981, it is 
an offence to uproot any 
wild plant without the 
landowner's permission. 

DUFF HaRT-DAVIS 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 


GARDENING 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Stand up to moss and weeds with a WALKOVER \A V A 
^SPRAYER. It sprays lawns and driveways effectively, 

»/y, evenly and quidcfy as you simpfy stroll the garden. 3^ 

targe yoiw tawn, there ’is no bending, no backache, ^ 

no maintenance and no problem. Additionally, when you * 

ia'Aflen Walkover you wifl be given 10 litres of Moss KiHer worth n** 
^isolutefy FREE The model shown is the 24” Groundsman, at n* 
me. VAT- Other models available from £1 99.95 inc.vat. > 

The tAr on (dead mod* any 

PHONETHe 24 HOUR BROCHURE LINE OR COMPLETE COUPON 


TSr Mm Br-oadvn^ DJdcnc, Oxon OKI I K5. 


FRUIT/VEGETABLE 
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/Zf-* SLOT 
W\ TOGETHER 
U WELDED JOINTS 
FOR MORE RIGID CAGE 


SMALLER NETTING 

tylfei. MESH TO KEEP OUT 

HARMFUL BIRDS 


THE PR0FTSS10NALS' CHOICE 
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An eye far real value and good design and 
cnnsmiOJon - Ifni's why the professionals Choose 
Agnframes. Our customers include R.H3. at 
Wsley. Ken Muir, Slid Research Station and many 
more. 

Before you toy a &HB cage read tfw new. hJ 
coKw. free Agriframes brochure which tefls you 
wfiy d can be your most productive gardening 
investment and pve$ you pointers to ftefp you 
cnoose the best vahm. 


FREE BROCHURE 

NET SAMPLES AND Fllli PRICE UST 


SMOOTH BUG FR3 BUIE- mxttng to damage 
nets. fuaFer HIGH. 

UMSRIASTHGNETTWS- chosen for its greater 

res i sta n ce to ultra wold. 

srauRCuir desoed muds ret hoiks 

M0 TBfSmaS HOOKS - SELF 6LHSG T F WOE 
MORS. WOT WIT siea. SUPPORTS 
JUD CROSSBARS- for strmgth and a dnfca of 
finish for hug lasting pretectal 


01342 310000 



SORTOfSt GUVS 

(to i dm Omauit-nly. that malcr pou stnllrl 



'Haggis’ £29.99 + £8 p + p 
Brochure from: Surprise Gays Ud (Ref I) 

PO Box 7283. Perth PH2 7YR 
Tel/Fax: 01738 860882 Email: SurpriseKinooLeoa 

www.gardenomamcTO».cnra 


THE TURTLE DIRT TRAPPER 

THE DOOR MAT THAT REALLY WORKS 

z so*»n» mime ay mm m 
G iwqw mntat coam pfc 

■ZTOfoaOmwaMkaVK, 

I Pnbdi tansd capris 

• Tstsoa* mss na 

• 7Sitttca C3&SS t»W 

• TSiUDca OU 6 ftra* 

Sue ■ Q«B 1 new#* * tan ■ M Guy ■ Sot 9rm ■ BuX*m 

KosabM t: eppai Bad: tar apes. Fr G^per pas please nng 

FREEPHONE 0800 072 2300 • FAX 0800 072 2900 

Turtles Mat Company 

fessan SunyKISSiT^W^OSOTjf^iC'lirte) 


To advertise in 
this section 
please call the 
Gardening Team 
on 0171 293 2323 




ASPECT 

^c onstruction! 

FMB Tk Ma&z Buiitfou IhJI 

24 Hour D ec Phone 

0800 056 1493 


CONSERVATORIES 
at affordable prices 


-» Wood or UP VC 

-»Free Planning 
4 Family owned Company 
■* No gimmicks, Just low Prices 
* Our own fitters & builders 
4 FUB Ten Year Guarantee 
PHONE NOW FOR FREE QUOTE 
S. L. CONSERVATORIES 


S08OO 073 5741 



CONSERVATORY TOO HOT ? 


lyflMgsiJMi >a» aarj m asatTjjgi la 


Keeps out Heat & Glare - but allows light in! 
Suitable for all types of conservatory 

• Maintenance Free 
■SyrGoanmee 

• Free total btion 

• Natkmmde Cn*tnge 



Tekphone 07071 223 629 NOW for ufonnuon pack 

a eo anaagt for a no obligatiati survey ft qooadon 

lnshade Awnings Ltd __ ■mi 

PronJa Ctansben M 

85 Hgfa Screw 
Tunbndge WefeTNl IYG 
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HARROGATE 

SPRING 

FLOWER 

SHOW 


22 nd - 25 T f 

April 1929 

Great Yorkshire 
Showgronnd 
Harrogate 


Beautiful displays of plants and flowers by leading/speciallsts. 
Horticultural Sundries and Plant Markets with the exdbrts on hand 
to answer queries. 7 

Largest Daffodil Show In the North. / 

Early Season Tulip Show. / 

Superb displays of Flower Arrangements. 

Rural Arts and Crafts, Yorkshire Pantrv & Fine Cduntry Foods. 

A £2 RF.nTlCTXON IS AVAn. ^fiLF QJ J TlffCgTS 
BOOKED BEFOR E NOON ON IGTbf Ipril f ggg 
Free on-site Rafting and Courtesy Buses - Full Wh ichair Access 
Excellent indoor Catering and Fast FoocfCourt. 

SORRY - NO DOGS ALLOWED / 

For further Information Contact / 

North of England Horticultural Society 
4a South Raft Rood. Harrogate, Hg74Kq 
T el: {07*1231 561 QdQ Fax; (01423) 5 .*660 
eman lnforS.flowershow.org.uk www.fiowShow ora uk 
Cncmy Mo. 70201’ I 


The strongest ♦ The lightest * The Best 


















Home decorating is about to get complicated again. A lick of white paint on your walls is no longer enough. By Dominic Lutyens 


You need 
a good 
pasting 

W allpaper papers recalling twee, sage-gre« 
has been Laura Ashley sprigs or Willia 
dismissed Morris acanthus leaves, circa 197 
as a naff So far so hip. But how best to har 
migraine- today's wallpapers? Opinions ai 
inducing divided on the subject Fill an entii 
style aber- room with a lairy pattern and otl 
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W allpaper 

has been 
dismissed 
as a naff 
migraine- 
inducing 
style aber- 
ration for the past decade. So, brace 
yourselves Anaglypta-phobes: not 
only is wallpaper being rehabilitat- 
ed but many designers are revelling 
in loud prints. 

Sharpn Elphick’s bold, screen- 
printed prefab Stripe wallpaper fea- 
tures cfcfee-ups of tower blocks (£120 
^ per roiy which covers five square 
W metres), a spin-off of her paint- 

ings of higivrise buildings in New 
York, Paris, London and Beriin. 

Ella Doran's bespoke designs 
smother entire walls with a single, 
digitally enlarged photo of a red 
Gloriosa lily (£60 per square metre;. 
And Ottifie Stevenson has a dogtooth 
check design, Houndstooth - think 
Chanel on arid, ot Cedi Beatorfs larg- 
er-than-life sets for My Fhir Lady 
(£20.50 per 10-metre roll). She also 
sells a Seventies- style paper; \ferfee 
Stripe, in deep red, forest green, 
terracotta and cream. “Today’s wall- 
papers are definitely Seventies- 
inspired," says Elphick, by which she 
means the disco -diz2y, not back-to- 
nature Seventies. 

There’s no danger of these wall- 
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papers recalling twee, sage-green 
Laura Ashley sprigs or William 
Morris acanthus leaves, circa 1975. 
So for so hip. But how best to hang 
today's wallpapers? Opinions are 
divided on the subject Fill an entire 
room with a lairy pattern and oth- 
ers will surely admire your post- 
modern aplomb, yet there’s every 
danger your room will shrink, 
optically speaking, to the size of a 
broom cupboard. 

Others prefer to use bold patterns 
more tentatively - as “feature wall- 
paper” - papering small areas only. 
Stevenson, who designed for Os- 
borne & Little for five years before 
launching her wallpaper range, 
favours an all-or-nothing approach. 
Td paper the whole room. Putting 
it on one wall is horrible. Hang pic- 
tures cm walfcaper and it doesn't look 
so dominant It looks calmer than 
stark white walls.” Doran and El- 
phick’s response to that would be 
“There’s no accounting for taste”. 

“I prefer wallpaper on one wall 
It would be a nightmare to paper a 
whole room,” says Doran, whose 
powerful single-image designs 
bravely break with the tradition of 
a repeat pattern. That said. Doran, 
who also papers walls with shoals of 
fish, asparagus, artichokes and peb- 
bles (from £50 per square metre) and 
plans to bring out fruity patterns in 
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Wallpapers clockwise from above left; Attic Rose, £11 per roll. Laura Ashley; Prefab Stripe, £120 per roU, Sharon Elphick; Houndstooth. £20.50 per roll. Otillie 
Stevenson; Stones and Gloriosa. both £60 per square metre. Ella Doran 


May. admits that she would love “to 
let rip in a big space”. 

Nineties open-plan living and 
loft-dwelling, says Elphick. partly 
explain why wallpaper is back: 
“People have got the space for an 
interesting paper without it domi- 
nating everything.” 

El phi ck began designing wallpa- 
per partly because she sensed it was 
about “to reinvent itself”. Seventies 
retro aside, she sees its comeback 
as symptomatic of a greater inter- 
est in interiors in recent years. 
“Magazines like Wallpaper* are full 
of the stuff.” She also sees her wall- 


paper, derived from her more 
expensive canvases, as a way of 
selling “art on a roll". Elphick is cur- 
rently exhibiting her work at the 
cutting-edge east-London furniture 
shop Same (until 9 May). 

So much for Seventies-inspired 
excess. Laurence Liewelyn-Bowen, 
BBC Changing Rooms’ ruffle- shirt- 
ed dandy has a surprisingly mea- 
sured take on it all. “'Wallpaper has 
to be used simply. You have the op- 
tion of papering one wall, which looks 
quite Seventies. But something I've 
done, which works well, is not to let 
the paper hit the comers of the 


room. You leave a margin of about 
three or four inches so the wallpa- 
per exists as a paneL” 

When applying this idea, con- 
trary to Nineties decorating ortho- 
doxy, don't chuck out the chintz. 
“Tiny sprigs aren’t going to work,” 
he believes, but “big chintzy flowers, 
by Laura Ashley, say, with a con- 
trasting painted border, would look 
in keeping with the up-and-coming 
trend for Fifties florals. The more 
modem-looking florals look great 
with today’s Fttties-style. splayed-leg 
furniture. I think most British homes 
work well with wallpaper In Britain. 


roost of us live in houses built be- 
tween 1880 and 1940, and these tend 
themselves very well to it" 

Fbr interior designer Kelly Hop- 
pea high priestess of neutrals, eye- 
popping wallpapers are anathema: 
“Wallpapers are a thing of the past 
unless they’re very plain," she pro- 
claims. “I t hink people see bright 
colour as unnecessary now. At home 
I’ve used a Donghia silver; crunched 
paper [£68 per square metre].” 
Liewelyn-Bowen believes that 
fans of brash wallpaper are likely to 
stand their ground: “We've all gpt 
used to rooms being unpatterned. 


But people are looking at pattern 
again and thinking its a good way 
to decorate... The key is to use one 
pattern, rather than doing the whole 
pattem-on-pattem thing that you 
used to find in the Eighties. What- 
ever you do, never use a wallpaper 
border." he concludes with a 
mephistophelean cackle. “Anyone 
who does deserves to rot in hell!” 

Contacts: Donghia (0171-823 3456); 
EUa Doran (0171-375 1466): Laura 
Ashley (0990 622 116): Ottilie Steven- 
son (01 71-739 7321): Same (0171-247 
9992): Sharon Elphick < 0171-8133632 ) 


Six Of The Best 


INCENSE AND INCENSE BURNERS 



Aluminium stand, £1.50, and 
cedarwood sticks, £1.95, Muji 
(0171-323 2208) 


Chestnut Burner, £10.95, and 
Acqua di Parma cones, £12.95, 
Conran Shop (0171-589 7401) 


Esteban holder, £24, and Chill 
Out Blend incense, £5.75, 
Designers Guild (0171-351 5775) 


Merlin lamp, £10.75. with cade 
and lavender powder. £2.88, 
The Cross (0171-727 6760) 


Wood holder and ‘Relaxation’ 
incense, £8.95. Crabtree & 
Evelyn (01235 862 244) 


Elemis Mood Sticks and 
stand, £22.50, Space NK 
(0171-256 2303) 


TEL; 0171 293 2222 


CLASSIFIED: INDEPENDENT TRADERS 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Fbr Sales 


Fbr Sales 


POWER 

FOR 

PEDAL 

BIKES! 



When you’re tired of 
pedalling just switch 
on the 

SINCLAIR ZETA 21 
and take . 

iteas 5 r^? 


TbcntrfZEU takes all the tita 
sal rf qriag. feta hetdwuA a 
bran - Qko kills with cue. 

Ko Kona, mcnaa #r m needed, 
la ZEtt da al tfci bad mrt ferjwi. 
#RTTH3tNMNUTES 

• UP TO If mph 

#SWPU=TOUSE. 

® MAINTENANCE FREE 

• 12 MONTHS GUARANTY 
#BATTS)Y RECHARGES 

FOR LESS THAN Ip 
Hills disappear, 
headwinds vanish 

ONLY £95 

vmm CM PHONE NOW 
FOKYDUR RS BWOOOIM 


;\AL SEXTO! 
p if - ' pleasure 

* % ' & PRODUCTS 
/ Ji'j 1 " -1 ' 
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Precision Crafted Reading Glasses that FOLD 
£rto the Size of a Matchbox for only £9.95 + p&p 




Please select from the toCowt>g Btrengms- 


If you have trouble reading this line 
choose x 3 dioptres magnification. 

If you have trouble reading this One 
choose z 25 dioptres magnMcation. 

U you hm trauU* mOng Hs Ina 
dnw 1 2 (ftttn 



THE CONVENIENT STYLISH & INEXPENSIVE > 

ANSWERTO MAGNIFYING SMALL PRINT il L 

B you sutler from Bred eyes and have tSffiaity rearing small pm j GmnoTosu . 1 

yau need not spend a lortune on expense eye teste and custom 1 wf 

gta& V &i. , uAn Mitatng uo iRaubnAoiuii 

precisian craned readng passes come tn a range d j i> ax* m» tram. vi* « .Wi Cue 
magnifying strengths to su# ywa needs. Usng (he very blest design j* 

tBchtftpws. they also Wd small enough to fir Into any pocket or purs* 1 ' 

about the sse 0 ! a machhc* m teefl 1 Eq*> las vim Prom 

At|usl £3iflS plus E2-05D&P they area baigaVv O' buy two pabs isayiam 

UE2000 POST FREE and SAVE C4 JQ. ■ juu ^u. 

Mite Martettag Uxl (Dept FG1). 1 

Hawarden Avenue, Leicester LE5 4NN J 


ORDER BY PHONE, Access/Visa or Swftdi 0116 274 3000 

24 hts a dav ■ 7 cJbvs a week - Dtease state strenotti recured 
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Uto tfcntoig ua to rora 



DOES SITTING MAKE YDUR BACK AGHE? 


BACKFRIEND 


Lrwwseetkeres-rae ■ brrtifcdtfKSw ■ aiasmerMa 




We Make Sofas and Sofa Beds 

See your Sofas and Chairs being made 
By Craftsmen and Women 

Choose your Sofa or Chair and Fabric. Leave the rest to ns. 
Made to Measure 

Vast choice of fabrics. All leading Brand names. Sandersons, Monkwell, 
Osborne and little, Liberty and many others. Open 7 days 

Letting, Contract and 
Interior Designers 
Welcome 
Re-Upholstery 
Curtains and 
Divan Sets? 

Certainly! 


Wc will bc;it urn other price of a comparable quality Jj 


Can the FACTORY SHOP at Poetstyle Ltd. 
Unit 1 Bayford Street, Mare St, 
Hackney London £S3SE (Nr Well SL) 
Tel: 0181 533 0915 2 lines Fhx; 0181 985 2953 


To advertise in this section please call the 
independent Traders Team on 0171 293 2233. 




PINE BEDS’ 

EVENING STANDARD 
& SUNDAY TWE5 


LIFETIME ;; ^ 
GUARANTEE |W ~ ~ 

ON ALL BED FRAMES V T • ; 

(superior consraucnoN) Ilf A. s tyles 

281 Hackney Road London E2 
238 Grays Inn Road London WCi 
rail 0500 498 008 free 
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Straight up, without a twist 


design Shows 


The martini has never had an unfashionable 
moment. But don’t stir things up by drinking 
it out of the wrong glass. By Geoff Nicholson 


H L Mencken 
said the mar- 
tini was the 
only American 
invention as 
perfect as a 
sonnet 1 suspect he may have 
had a martini or two inside 
him at the time, but I know what 
he meant. The martini is clas- 
sical, formal, severe, it has 
strict rules; and it has to be 
served in the right glass. You 
know the one. the perfect cone 
on a long, straight stem. The 
martini glass. 

A New York barman once 
said to me: “If it ain't in a mar- 
tzni glass, it ain’t a martini" And 
I tend to agree, but this isn’t 
literally true. It's reckoned the 
martini was invented in the last 
quarter of the 19th century, 
whereas the classical form of 
the glass only became firmly 
associated with the drink at the 
end of the 1920s. Until then, 
martini had often been drunk 
out of glasses with much 
rounder, fuller bowls. The con- 
ical form had certainly existed 
before that, and Lowell Ed- 
munds, the world's prime mar- 
tini scholar and author of 
Martini Straight Up (John 
Hopkins) describes a 16th- 
century Italian goblet from 
Murano that would fit into any 
modem cocktail bar. 

But I think the martini only 
attained critical mass, only 
became an icon, when glass and 
drink were mated, a little like 
Coke and the Coke bottle, only 
about a million times more in- 
teresting and sophisticated. 
There are those who think the 
martini glass is a Bauhaus ver- 
sion of the champagne glass, 
but I think this may be over-in- 
genious. That it owes some- 
thing to Art Deco seems, 
however, undeniable. 

Any sort of civilised drinking 
has its visual element We want 
to see the colour and clarity of 
wine or whisky, but with a mar- 
tini it's even more important 
because there's almost nothing 


to see. It’s sometimes called the 
silver bullet, but a martini isn’t 
stiver exactly, it's transparent, 
ethereal, pure shimmering 
liquid, andyou need a glass that 
doesn't get in the way. 

That's why you absolutely 
don't want a martini glass to 
have a coloured bowl, it hides 
the drink; and besides, some- 
body might think you're drink- 
ing something girly with 
Curasao or cranberry juice. I 
suppose a coloured stem is all 
right, and a simple gold line 
round the rim doesn't detract 
too much, but it doesn’t add 
anything either. I have to con- 
fess I find myself rather 
amused by those glasses with 
zig-zag stems, but if you push 


You have to pick 
it up gently, 
carefully, treat it 
with respect. The 
martini is not to 
be taken lightly 


me I'D admit they’re probably 
a bit too frivolous for the purist 

martini d rinker 

The martini glass has be- 
come a symbol. You'll find it 
in international airports as a 
sign for the ban You'D find it 
outlined in neon above some of 
the sleaziest drinking joints in 
America. Children's play- 
grounds in New York have 
signs showing a martini glass 
with a red line through it to in- 
dicate "no alcohol". 

That symbolism has been 
taken up try the knowing, easy- 
listening, lounge-and-bachelor- 
pad crowd, and you'll see the 
martini glass plastered an over 
current album covers and 
movie posters. It’s synonymous 
with cool 


But although it’s retro, it 
isn’t narrowly nostalgic. And 
although some of the adherents 
of cocktail culture may be 
ironists, there's certainly noth- 
ing ironic about the drink itself. 

A really good martini glass 
isnt entirely easy to drink from. 
If the glass is fuD and you lift it 
up carelessly then the weight 
of liquid at the rim will form a 
wave and slop all over the 
place. This difficulty is no bad 
thing. It means you have to pick 
it up gently, carefully, treat it 
with respect, and this is entirely 
appropriate. The martini is not 
to be taken lightly. 

And size is really important 
A martini glass can be too big, 
and it can hold too much liquid. 
This isn’t a matter of “units” it’s 
a question of temperature. A 
martini has to be as cold as VhJ- 
Iey Forge, and if it sits in a huge 
glass for too long it gets warm, 
and loses its character. Two 
good little ’uns will always beat 
one big ’un. 

Like all the best designs, 
you toy with the martini glass 
at your peril. Maybe you've 
seen those Bombay Sapphire 
gin advertisements in which 
designers have re-invented, 
or simply deconstructed, the 
martini glass. 

One, by Eliav Nissan, in- 
volves two bowls and two in- 
tertwined stems, so you can 
drink and spill simultaneous- 
ly. Another, by Hilton Mc- 
Connico. has a glass spike on 
which the olive is impaled, so 
you can also poke your eye 
out This is called trying too 
hard. There’s no need to re- 
invent something that's al- 
ready perfect 

Now. having got hold of your 
perfect martini glass, all you 
need is someone to shake or 
stir your perfect martini - and 
that's where the arguments 
realty start 



The martini: transparent, ethereal, pure shimmering liquid - synonymous with coo! 


A PERFECT MARTINI? CERTAINLY— 


Geoff Nicholson's new noveL 
‘Female Bums', ispublishedby 
GoUancz (£9.99) 


OPINIONS ON how to mix 
the perfect martini vary 
widely and discussions be- 
tween purists can become 
healed enough to melt the ice 
in the coolest of cocktail 
shakers. Don't even mention 
vodka in certain dreles. Ac- 
cording to Michael Jackson's 
Bar and Cocktail Book 
CMitchell Beazley, £9.99), the 
drink is made with “one whis- 
per dry vermouth, one 
avalanche London Dry Gin, 
a touch of orange bitters (op- 
tional). and lemon zest. Stir 
the vermouth, gin and or- 
ange bitters in a mixing glass 
amid a mountain of ice- 
cubes. for a maximum of 30 
seconds. Strain into a chilled 


martini 

lemon zest. 

Ask any 
drinking guests 
whether decora- 
dons are to be worn.” -v 
Intriguing bastardisa- ^ 
lions to offend martini 
mavens indude the £7.25 
Fresh Fruit Martini served 
in London’s Met Bar. The 
favourite variety, water- 
melon, is made by squeez- 
ing a piece of the fresh fruit 
into a co cktail shaker with 
a large shot of chilled 
vodka, two tea- 
spoons of 


sugar- 
7 syrup 

pggfS^- ange bitters, 
and shaking hard 
|j§Hr before straining 

into a rhfltod mar tini 

m glass. Head bartender 
V G uillaume would use 
nothing but the classic 
martini glass, such as the 
one pictured, made by Dart- 
ingtori Crystal (£19.95 from 
Harrods). Ebr an exemplary 
mHrfaii shaker to turn an 
ama teur mixologist into a 
suave, smooth-talking bar 
steward, try the Bul- 
let cocktail 
HP. shak- 


er; £49.95 large, £3195 small 
from Optimum (01332 720449/ 
365808). Fans of the funkier 
fruity martini may like Har- 
rods’ range of shakers, from 
£49.95 (Alessi) to £119.00 

(Westhof). The gin should be 

cfaveiygood variefy-Bcxn- 
bay Sapphire for choice. More 
importantly make sure there 
is lots of it And don’t for- 

get the olive, which should be 
large, juicy and green. 

And if you are plagued by 
friends who are simply too 
busy to eqjoy one with you, 
you can always e-mail them 
a virtual drink by visiting the 
martini site at wwwjnod- 
books.com. 

Katy Guest 


Thinking Aloud: curated by 
sculptor Richard Wentworth - 
tiie first thoughts of artists and 
designers, from Joseph 
Paxton’s scribbling of the 
Crystal Palace to Walt 

Disney’s drawing of Pluto. 
Camden Art Centre, 

Arkwright Road, London NW3, 

9Apr&to 

30 May 

Hfearable Art: eight 
theatrical cutting-edge' 
jewellery and clothes makers. 

At Contemporary Applied 
Arts, 2 Ferny Street, London 
W1 (0271-436 2344), 16 April to 
29May 

Modern Britain 1929-39: 

Thirties design in Britain - lots 
of deliciously 'sleek interior 
and product design. 

Design Museum, Shod ‘ I 
Thames, London SE1 (0171-403 ! 
69331, to 6 June 
Centenary exhibition of the 
Ruskin Pottery, notable .for 
experimental gorgeously 
coloured glazes. 
GefftyeMusei^Kingsland 
Road, London E2 (0171-739 
96931, 13 April to 27 June 

Frank Lloyd Wright’s 

architecture, furniture and art 

Glasgow Art Gallery & 

Museum, Kduingrove, (0241- 
287 2000) ends tomorrow 
The Earth ts (not) Flat- 
Knoll celebrates its 60th 
anniversary again 
(celebrations were originaify 
held last year) with an almost 
abstract furniture collection by 
Maya Lin. 

Mission, 45 Hereford Road, 
London W2 <0171-792 4 633), 
21-29 April 

Mlsh-mesh: breaking the 
weaves - contemporary 
international basket-making. 

At Whitworth Art Gallery, 
Osjbrd Road, Manchester 16 
April to 6 June and at Hie 
Create Council, 44a 

PentonvUle Road, London Nl 

17 June to 15 August 
Furniture and ceramics by 
followers of Charles Rennie 
Mackintosh. 

Mtitinery Works, 85-87 
Southgate Rd, London Nl 
(0171-359 2019), 13ApriL-2 May. 
The Pleasures of Peace Hie 
crafts in Britain from just after 
the war to the 1960s. 

Samsbury Centre, Norwich, 
University of East Anglia, to 

18 April (01603 593199) 
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ARE YOU OUT THERE? 

Gentle doctor, aged GO. 5"6". south 
London, enjoys reart np, rtreWrt music, 
fractional Jazz, iheatra. travel DIY. peo- 
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Club Sirius the Introduction Agency for the 
intelligent., articulate and well educated. 
10,000 members nation-wide must be right! 
Choose from our entire database before you 
decide. Enjoy over 200 events and holidays. 
Calf for a Free Information Pack on 

0800 542 3000 

8:30am - 1 0:30pm 7 days a week or write to 
FREEPOST 305 Undon'ECIB 1SY. 
visit our Website http://www .clubsirius.com 
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Independent advice for the Independent traveller: 

FROM THE ONLY NATIONAL NEWSPAPER TRAVEL SECTION THAT REFUSES FREE TRIPS 

A vast land out of the shadows 

Libya’s relations with the West are improving - and its spectacular scenery w ill soon be open to tourists again. But what is 
this extraordinary country really like? Tom Sheppard, one of the few Europeans to know the land and its people, reports 


O ne of the smartest 
airline offices in the 
whole of Piccadilly 
used to be towards 
the western end, just 
by Green Park tube 
station. Last time I looked, the reg- 
ulation plastic airliner was still 
there, uncomfortably pinioned on its 
stand behind grubby windows - 
even though the office shut down 
nearly a decade ago. Now, though, 
Libyan Arab Airlines is getting air- 
borne once more with the easing of 
UN sanctions (as a result of the 
handing over for trial of the two 
Libyans accused of the Lockerbie 
bombing) and is already getting 
calls bum eager tourists. 

If I were a Libyan, pondering (as 
they are) commissioned studies on 
how to enter the minefield of a 
tourist industry I would be saying 
that stopping right here would be a 
good starL While they flick the 
pages of the reports and pass a mag- 
nifier; quickly, over countries that 
have been “developed" for such 
things - not least their brash west- 
ern neighbour Tunisia - the Libyans, 
with their sun, space, beaches and 
Roman mins, have two provisional 
defences already in place: language 
and alcohol. 

When the first beneficiaries of the 
relaxing of UN sanctions touch 
down in Tripod, they will discover 
that transfers, passport control, 
customs, information, bank, exit 
taxis - all the notices and airport 
signage -are in Arabic. Only. And if 
you are flying out on one of the pio- 
neering flights by re-invented 
Libyan Arab Airlines, don’t expect 
anything stronger than coffee. 

You need all your wits about you 
to make sense of the vastness of 
Libya. North to south It Is Man- 
chester to Madrid. West to east, Liv- 
erpool to Lithuania. Total population 
only five million - less than London. 
Most of it is desert with zones of 
spectacular scenery on a grand 
scale - which is to say you must 
jg^vel long distances to see it, or to 
W.e it change. 

Who goes there now? A very thin 
trickle of European visitors in four- 
wheel-drive vehicles - mostly Ger- 
man, French and Italian - venture 
down to the wildly rugged Acacus 
mountains in the south-west - as in- 
deed can coach-borne groups with 
Hiareg guides and local Toyotas-As 
in the Algeria of yore, there are po- 
lite, En glish -Kp pfllring Ge rmans on 
Wagnerian motorcycles like the he- 
roes of Valhalla. Quite how they sur- 
vive in black leather in those 
temperatures IH never know. 

On a project that began five years 
ago i ail the permissions took an age, 
but it was worth the wait) to study 
rock art I had a rare glimpse of all 
four corners of the country Solo in 
a Land Rover; and dependent on 
their help for the fuel and water 
needed for the huge distances, I met ■ 
a lot of people. Amazingly and bum- 
fa lingly nice people - 
Though shown confidently on 
every map, Tazerbo turned out to be 



The loveliness of the ancient theatre at Sabratha and its vast desert setting is one reason to visit newly accessible Libya 


more a concept than a place: a col- 
lection of tiny oases, well pumps and 
against-the-odds cultivation- Shak- 
en (by the exposure and potential 
danger of breakdown) and stirred 
(by the beauty) after a 3 00- mile 
sand-dune traverse in which the 
track optimistically marked on the 
map simply was not there, I arrived 
at Tazerbo at high noon to find no 
main street or little row of lock-up 
shops. AH the few shacks seemed to 
lack was a sinister Charles Bronson 
propping up a porch and an Ennio 
Morn cone soundtrack 

The one-time fuel station was 
derelict Unknown to me, however, 
the bush telegraph was working, and 


before long Moussa Suleiman Mo- 
hammed appeared. Yes he knew 
someone wfao'd let me have dieseL 
and he himself could provide water. 

This involved going to his house, 
being invited to lunch, meeting his 
wife and bafay, emptying the yard 
hosepipe of near boiling water heat- 
ed in the sun and - because it 
turned out be was the tourism man- 
ager for Tazerbo and he considered 
looking after me to this extent to be 
his duty - later going to his “office" 
to make an entry in his visitors' book 
if I would be so kind. 

His friends did have dieseL 
drained on the spot from the auxil- 
iary tank of a huge Mercedes truck. 


They declined payment and. since 
my Arabic was as limited as their 
English. 1 was physically shown - 
past the post office mast, through the 
lanes and along the line of power ca- 
bles - the start of the track I sought 
to my next destination. 

Fbur hundred miles, a satellite 
rescue beacon misfire, arrest, ques- 
tioning, cordial release and an 
award of considerable assistance 
later, I was at a distant frontier post 
on the Sudan bonder. The bonnet of 
tiie Land Rover yawned as I 
pondered a serious fuel consumption 
problem. All around gathered to 
assist Among the makesliift huts 
and collection of odd vehicles. 


incredibly; wafted the smell of fresh- 
baked bread. I did what you would 
have done - an "Ah! Bisto!" 
inhalation of the smell, then re- 
turned to my work. Within minutes 
1 was tapped on the shoulder and 
presented with two flats of Arab 
bread and a huge smile. 

What was happening was nothing 
more than mutual respect - and that 
means routuaL not just one-way. In 
the Arab family there is respect for 
one’s elders and betters and for visit- 
ors. If one is both a visitor and older, 
politeness and respect are auto- 
matic. Most of those on organised 
tours, tend towards the older end of 
the age spectrum. 


Roger WdodJCorbis 


Tour groups generally visit the 
northern littoral Roman and Greek 
ruins and the ancient settlement at 
Ghadames. Now flanked by a well- 
planned new town, Ghadames old 
city is almost entirety deserted ex- 
cept for one or two rarefuDy restored 
dwellings. Yet it is an astonishing 
piece of functional design and di- 
mate-control architecture. Covered- 
over alleys and streets, with built-in 
benches to rest and areas for chil- 
dren to play, lower temperatures in 
the summer. Massive construction 
stores warmth in the winter and 
wind-towers keep complex triple-sto- 
ried houses cool and dust-free. Roof- 
top to roof-top access even gave the 



fact file 


Getting there: 
until Libyan Arab 
Airlines reopens its 
office, the main way 
into the country' will 
be via Qjerba, across the 
border in Tunisia. Tunis Air 
(0171-734 7644) flies weekly 
from Heathrow. 

An organised tour is the 
easiest alternative. For 
example. British Museum 
■fraveller 10171-323 1234) has 
a programme of tours costing 
about £2,000. Fbr individual 
trips try Azar Tours, Jamal 
Abdulnaser Street, Main 
Coastal Road. Zuara. Libya. 

The procedure for obtaining 
a visa is complex. Azar Tours 
advises: "Before you hand in 
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your passport make sure it 
has your passport information 
translated into Arabic and 
printed on your passport by a 
sworn translator or official 
department. 

"People with an Israeli visa 
stamp on their passport will 
not be issued the visa in 
compliance with Libyan 
embargo against IsraeL" 
Money: one Libyan dinar is 
worth $2.20 at the official rate: 
the "open market” rate - a 
more accurate term than 
black market - is three 
Libyan dinars to one US 
dollar. By some ill-defined 
rules, large hotels demand 
payment in dollars. 

More information: Azar 
Tours’ website, www. 
angelfire.com/az/azartours 


wives a gossip break from kitchen 
chores. To let the heat rise quickly 
out of the houses, kitchens were sen- 
sibly on the highest level. 

Parts of IHpoli old city still pre- 
served in the capital close to its ex- 
cellent museum, are built in a 
somewhat similar way. Within 100 
miles either side of Tripoli are the 
Roman sites of Sabratha and Leptis 
Magna. Both are World Heritage 
Sites and spectacular to sea They are 
astonishing to contemplate in terms 
of the colonial arrogance, vision and 
energy evident in their conception 
and construction by the Romans - 
and in their maintenance over the 
centuries before their final decline. 


f 

A refreshing drop of lemon 

If Britain still feels cold, head to the summery citrus groves of Tunisia. By Nicola Kurtz 
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LEAVING THINGS to the last 
minute is not always a bad 
thing. I had one week to go until 
my holiday but nothing was 
packed, planned or even 
booked. I did have a list of 
what I wanted: it had to be 
warm and quiet but with the 
possibility of things to do, have 
good food and be within a rea- 
sonable flight time and budget 
a Sitting in a busy central Lon- 
Tfeon travel agent on a grey Sat- 
urday afternoon, I was starting 
to feel that I was asking fin: the 
impossible. Holidays in the 
Caribbean suited all the crit- 
eria, except the budget Holi- 
days in the Canary Islands 
offered tourist metropolises, 
with all-night discos and tradi- 
tional English food - and a free 
bottle of sparkling wine for 
honeymoon couples - not the 
sort of week I was hoping fan 
I was beginning to panic 
until the extremely patient trav- 
el agent suggested Tunisia - 
warmish, within budget and 
with a choice of four hotels in 
HammameL I chose the Sher- 
aton, handed over my credit 
card and arranged to collect my 
tickets the following Saturday 
i^at Gatwick Airport 
■jm One in three British holi- 
daymakers who visit Tunisia 
chooses HammameL Anyone 
hoping fbr the English Patient 
experience should look else- 
where, south into the Sahara. 
Anyone just wan ting a lazy hol- 
iday need look no further: 



Hammamefs old walled town is an evocative place for a stroll 


Nicola Kurtz 


Tm not realty a Sheraton sort 
of person, but I could get used 
to the idea. Scattered within the 
ample grounds that led down to 
the beach were the bedrooms: 
white, bhie-shuttered buildings 
with balconies that look out 
onto neat gardens and palm 
and olive trees, or towards the 
sea, peace and space. 

Sporty types can use the 
hotel's tennis courts and buses 
provide a shuttle to two near- 
by golf courses. 1 stuck to water 
sports -. you could even get a 
glass of fresh orange juice, or 
a more dangerous tipple, in the 
swimming pool’s bar. 


The town itself is very 
tourist-driven, with stuffed toy 
camels available on each street 
corner and most of the stalls 
and shops between. The old 
walled town, the Medina, is 
more interesting though avoid- 
ing the carpet sellers is more 
of a challenge than attempting 
to maintain a sense of direction 
among the labyrinth of narrow 

streets. Ybu can walk into Ham- 
mamet from the hotel, either 
along the road or the beach. If 
both options sound like too 
much effort the hotel provides 
a minibus for a two-hour visit 
each morning, and unless you 


are a hardened trinket hunter, 
two hours will probably be 
more than enough. 

Stretching away from the 
Medina along the sandy coast 
are 30 or more hotel complex- 
es. But none of the hotels are 
higher than the tallest local 
tree, and the leafiness of the 
coastline keeps the tourist zone 
inconspicuous. 

In spring the weather can be 
Overcast and occasionally cool 
- ideal for visiting some or the 
sites around Tunisia. A visit to 
the Berbo museum in Tunis, 
with its vast collection of 
Roman mosaics, is a must. 


Back in Hammamet, halfway 
between the town and the ho- 
tels. is the International Cul- 
tural Centre. Don’t be put off by 
the name. The house and 
grounds were acquired by the 
government from the US mil- 
lionaire George Sebastian in 
19G2. and the place is a haven. 
Built in the 1930s in tradition- 
al Tunisian style, the house is 
built around a marble courtyard 
and some of the simple bed- 
rooms have been left intact. 
Rommel stayed here during 
the Secund World War. and 
later Churchill began his mem- 
oirs here. 

Outside is a cloistered swim- 
ming pool where you can sit and 
sip a Turkish coffee or tea or 
stroll in the wild gardens past 
lemon, pine and eucalyptus 
trees and look out over the 
bright blue sea. 

Not yet in high season. Ham- 
mamet was still quiet and the 
surrounding countryside was 
green and lush, not yet 
scorched by the summer heat. 
Had ! had months in which 
to research and plan my holi- 
day. I could not have chosen a 
better destination. 

Nicola Kurtz paid £299 for 
flights and a week's b ed-and- 
breakfast at the four-star Sher- 
aton Hammamet hotel with 
Punoruma (Q1273 4771771. The 
evening buffet is an ertra 15 di- 
nars <£8>. Entrance to the In- 
Uma lional Culture Cmtre: 5 Op 
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Bracing 



Yesterday, John Prescott opened the late st link in theNational 
Cycle Network. Simon Calder spent a weekend on the trail 


The only way is uphill: the remains of Byland Abbey in North Yorkshire, and a rather silly bicycle 


Simon Colder 


A t the start of 
Britain's newest 
bike path, a sign 
points the way 
to Oberbausen, 
Middlesbrough’s 
twin town. 982km away. Lucki- 
ly, your destination is a tot 
closer Hull. 

The White Rose Cycle Route 
ends on the north shore of the 
Humber estuary, by which time 
it has joined forces with a 
human-scale Euro-superhigh- 
way that stretches, implausibly, 
from Southport in Lancashire 
to Istanbul And in between, you 
swoop and swerve through fine 
countryside, tempered with 
swathes of mud and misery for 
223 miles. 

Actually, it was more like 140 
miles, since the signposting in 
parts of North Yorkshire is 
rather worse than in Istanbul 
tor Southport). Led further 
astray by some dismal map- 
reading, 1 zigged and zagged 
rather more than the designer 
of the trail intended. And be- 
cause I was riding a silty bicy- 
cle it felt like 200 miles. 

The Brampton is unbeat- 
able for city riding and short 
trips into the country. But by 
halfway up the first one-in-six 
hm I realised why cycling wags 
say the collective nouns for 
this make of folding bicycle is 
an embarrassment of Bromp- 
tons. Two feet and three gears 
make heavy work ofYorkshire. 

Tb the credit of David Hall - 
the man who devised the new 
trafl - he cfidrft laugh when I met 
him along foe way though be <fid 
express mild surprise that 
anyone would choose such a 
conveyance for the trip. The new 
route, film the other compo- 
nents of the growing Sustrans 
National Cycle Network, is a 
challenging combination of 
minor roads and dedicated cy- 
cleways. But. with the exception 
of a stretch beside the Ouse in 



North York 
Osroptherty Moors 


Scarborough' 

IL> ngrfold 

I f Bodiington 

■ Benjngbrough j 



Selby which looks as if it has 
been visited by a Nato air strike, 
it was mostly plam p edalling. 

Middlesbrough has many 
claims to fame, besides the 
twinning arrangement with 
Oberbausen. The Transporter 
Bridge shows how Heath 
Robinson engineering can be 
incorporated into transport 
infrastructure: cars are carried 
over the River Tees by what is, 
in effect, a giant garden swing. 

There is also the Captain 
Cook Birthplace Museum, and 
a stylish line in street art. But 
for me, Middlesbrough will al- 
ways mean the carpet of 
shattered glass that stretches 
uninvitingty south towards 
Hull The White Rose trail be- 
gins not with the gentle 
whirring of tyre against Tar- 
mac, but with an unsteady crys- 
talline crunch. 

One problem that the chari- 
ty Sustrans feces is persuading 
communities that cydists are a 
pretty harmless bunch -who, if 
they are left to pedal without 
fear of immin ent depressuri- 
sation. will spend freely. 
“There's an awful lot of revenue 
to be had from cycle tourism/' 
says David Hail, who is espe- 
daBy keen to attract Dutch and 
German cyclists to this part of 
north-east England: ‘‘Visiting 


motorists tend to be self- 

suffideotbutacy^ tounstbas 
an average spend of f30 a day. 

Given the apparent love of the 
sound of breaking glass ^ “ e 
sort of people who put toe 
“rough” in Middlesbrough. 

most of that could end up bemg 

spent on puncture repai r kit& 

Suddenly though, the crystal 
corrugations givewaytocoun- 
try lanes. You unwind as the trail 

winds gentty up into foothills 
of toe North York Moors. Ten 
miles an hour is toe ideal pace 
to idle past neat cottages and 
sturdy churches, interspersed 
with toe deep greens (and oc- 
casional deep mud) afSpyknave 
urn and Indian Farm. Steer 
well dear of Goslingmire. 

The biggest obstacle of the 
whole trip comes barely 20 
miiAs out’ the gruelling ascent 
from Swainby of Scarth Nick, 
which is followed by a joyful 
freewheel past Cod Beck reser- 
voir- so joyfhl that I ended up 
speeding straight past the turn 
and down into Osmotherty, a 
lovely Yorkshire village turned 
hiti> an unlovefy car park. 

Back up on Osmotherty 
Moor; the sky darkened to toe 
point of fury and seemed intent 
on smothering the lunar land- 
scape. Maybe Middlesbrough 
wasn’t so had after all Thank- 
fully, toe route soon descends 
back into a picture-postcard- 
land, where ever more extrav- 
agant squadrons of daffo dils 
bedeck each new village. 

Those equipped with more 
sensible bicycles and better 
map-reading skills can slice 
straight across the moors on 
one of toe optional loops; 1 was 
deterredby the route-profile on 
toe Sustrans map, which helps 
you anticipate the gradients. In 
toe case of the main White 
Rose route, the profile resem- 
bles a graph of the heartbeat of 
an athlete (across toe Moors), 
slipping into a coma (around 


ii U 

ing (the remaihmg 70 miles, ex- < 
cept for a brief ‘attempt at 
resuscitation attfce bottom end 
of the Wblds)^ Attooughttisfiat, 
the ride is never duh - espe- 
cially if toe shy 4s performing. 
Broad drifts of. cumulus are 
punctured by shafts of sun- 
light, while menacing storm 
ckruds muscle in from the west ■ 
The plain supports a succession 
of spires, from churches that 
have long since lost, their ; 

parishioners, to the mirage- , 

like York Minster. 

The ride ends, amid more 
cartographic disarray, at a 
gaunt steel bridge in Huh, but 
toe place to finish a story about 
the White Rose run is bang In 
toe middle: the 24-mile stretch 
from the haughty formality of 
’ pAnjpgh nwigh, drifting through 
the middle of York and ending 
up at a lazy arc of the Ouse in . 
Selby. It . is a model of happy y 
cycling-Tb the north, beautifelty ' 
engineered paths shared by cy- 
clists, walkers and the odd 
horse; to the south, the bkyding 
bliss of an old railway line. 
Alongthewayaseriesofsculp- 
tures enlivens the horizon. This 
is the elegantty designed, hand- 
somely implemented thread of 
gold in a trafl that elsewhere can 
beabitropy. 

I commend this short ride 
along the long path, especially 
if your bicyde is as unsuitable 
as mine for a Tour de Yorks. 
David Hall won’t mind: “We 
don’t design these things for 
cyclists- they know how won- 
derful it is already We make 
them for people who don't like 
cycling.” Try it; even on a 
Brampton, you might enjoy it 

The map erf the ride isavaaMIe 
from Sustrans ( 0117-929 0888) 
for £5.99. Simon Colder paid 
£21.J5jbrbedandbreakfastat 
the Langland Hotel Park Vale 
Road, Middlesbrough 





Dig out your dancing shoes 
for a stomping good cause 

Book now if you want to boogie for CND in Saltaire next weekend. By Hilary Macaskill 


IT WAS 9am on a Saturday 
morning and there were more 
than 60 people in the elegantty 
proportioned upper room, all 
there to rock’n'roll It was one 
of the first workshops in the 
Day of Dance, a twice-annual 
event based in Saltaire, on the 
edge of Bradford. By the end of 
the day, at least 30 different 
routines would have been tried 
out, from Greek to morris, 

App alachian to apm-jazz. 

I had been to a Day of Dance 
before, to a session on Scottish 
dancing. A refresher course, 1 
had thought, though it turned 
out to be not quite so easy to 
recapture the steps of my 
youth. But upstairs I could 
hear the stamp of Indian 
classical dancing and it had 
given me the taste for more. So 
here I was. to learn how to jive 
in the smartest location - the 
mellow stone Victoria Hall, 
flanked by lions that had 
allegedly been originally carved 
for Trafalgar Square. 

There were couples of all 
sorts, from toe vaguely hippy to 
two grey-haired ladies, elegant 
in court shoes and two-pieces, 
scarves at the neck - and 
singles too. I started off with 
Nick, a student, who was going 
on to do Klezmer (Israeli folk 
dance) at 11 o’clock. He was 
serious about this rock'n’roll 
practising the steps with 
solemn concentration before 
moving into action to the 
accompaniment of ‘Shake, 


Rattle and Boll’. My next 
partner was a man going on to 
do the French jive workshop. 
And then there was the wiry 
man with the Planet Earth 
T-shirt who knew exactly what 
he was doing - he wasn't look- 
ing at his feet and had mastered 
the “push-spin” to perfection. 

The tuition in this session 
was a bit of a family affair, the 
dance teacher’s husband was 
working the sound system, her 
daughter Arlene was demon- 
strating, and her mother was 
pottering in and out of the 
dancers, diligently examining 
their footwork as they rico- 
cheted back; and forth. It was all 
enormously eryoyable. 

The Day of Dance - the 10th 
is on 17 April - started with 
teachers giving their time for 
nothing, as a fund-raising 
exercise for Yorkshire CND 

and Qxfam. and it has been very 

successful £35,000 raised so far 
for them, and other charities. 
But it has also become a 
regular dale on toe calendar for 
local enthusiasts, though it 
retains an appropriately 
earnest air round the edges: 
food, provided by volunteers, is 
wholesome and vegetarian. 

This year; for the first time, 
all sessions are in Saltaire, so 
people dipping between the 
venues have a little more time 
to take in the glories of this 
great piece of industrial archi- 
tecture. Built at the behest of 
mill-owner Sir Titus Salt on the 


banks of the River Aire (hence 
Salt-aire), its purpose was to 
provide housing for his workers. 
Some sessions will be in the 
United Reform Church, Grade 
l-listed and one of the finest 
churches in the country. 

Salts Mill once the largest 
textile mill in Europe, opened 
in 1853 and closed in 1986. With 


There was a jolly 
Romanian 
hazelnut dance 
with a lot of 
stamping ( to crack 
the hazelnuts, 
presumably) 


Saltaire in decline, it was 
bought by another entrepre- 
neur, Jonathan Silver, who 
transformed it into a spirit- 
raising complex of art galleries 
devoted to David Hockney, a 
bookshop filled with lilies and 
the sound of opera, a cafe that 
positively encourages one to 
linger and interesting shops. 

The village is thriving again, 
with two bakers, three second- 
hand bookshops and a pub by 
toe river in what was once the 
boathouse. But there will be 


little time to savour this prop- 
erty on the Day of Dance, 
because you will probably be 
rushing from workshop to 
workshop: you can fit in five if 
you are very fit I was more 
moderate. I only went to three. 

After rock'n'roll I tried circle 
dancing. It was a little different 
“This one is a tree medita- 
tion,” explained Lorraine from 
Dkley, gentle and cheerful. 
“Reaching up shows the tree 
growing, and swaying indicates 
toe wind in toe brandies.” Fine, 
except that I was sandwiched 
between two people swaying in 
different directions. One of 
them was Janice, who had 
driven over from Doncaster. 
Lata- she was off to do the welly 
dance. “Bring your own,” the 
instructions read, and she had 
hers in a carrier bag. 

There were some more 
rousing folk dances - a jolty 
Israeli wedding dance and a 
Romanian hazelnut dance with 
a lot of stamping (to crack the 
hazelnuts, presumably). “The 
next dance is rather wafty" said 
Lorraine, and she suggested 
that we stay holding hands, 
joined in a circle round a couple 
of candles and a cyclamen. 

Back in Victoria Hall there 
were scores of people swaying 
to the beat of the salsa, follow- 
ing the sinuous moves of 
Nikolai and Alan - “resident 
dancers at the Casa Latina in 
Leeds" - and elsewhere, the 
jolly atmosphere of a ceilidh, as 


students learned the calls and 
formed their sets in preparation 
for the real thing that evening. 

Down in the basement, toe 
welly dance was in full swing, 
the room full of heat and exer- 
tion. There was no music, just 
the thump of 25 pairs of wellies. 
The brows of the new practi- 
tioners gleamed, as they 
focused intensely on Naps, the 
inspirational teacher who had 
stepped in at the last moment 

After just an hour of tuition, 
this collection of assorted 
norices were stomping, 
slapping their boots, dapping 
their hands, pounding the floor 
in perfect rhythm. 

At the end. two of the star 
pupils hugged their teacher. 
Fbr them, this had been much 
more than a dance workshop, 
it had been a total revelation. 

The next two Days of Dance 
are 17 April and 16 October. No 
welly dancing this time, but 
belly, dog, cha cha, lindy hop 
and ballet 

Entrance to workshops Is by 
ticket but you can take a 
chxmcearriturnicpontheday. 
Each tvorkshop costs £3.50 m 
advance, £4 on the day. 

Timetables and booking 
forms are available from 
Oxfam shops in the Leeds and- 
Bradford area; or send a sae 
to Yorkshire CND, Lower Lumb 
Farm, Cragg Vale , Hebden 
Bridge HX7 5 SH (enquiries 
01274 775161 ) 
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Waltz your way past Victoria Hall m Saltaire 


Simon Ryder/Guzelicm 
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TRAVEL UK WALKS/21 

Happy 
hours and 
sea breezes 

A blustery spring day is ideal for a 
walk in Kilve. By Emma Haughton 
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E very so often 
along the rutted 
shoreline track, 
figures muffled 
up against the 
cold and fes- 
tooned with optical equipment 
appeared. We knew what they 
were hoping to see. We were 
hoping to see it, too. Across this 
windswept, lonely land, at the 
end of a winter’s day, a rough- 
legged buzzard sometimes flies 
to its roost 

We’re not twitchers, you un- 
derstand. We just want the ex- 
citement of getting another 
glimpse of this creature with its 
trousers down to its ankles - un- 
like a common buzzard whose 
feathers stop at the knee. 

“Look at those men,” one of 
our party said suddenly *T reck- 
on they’re up to no good” 
Inland, two tall young men, 


TYue or False? The latest 
bargain package holiday 
destination is the Isle qfMuU 
Bua fbr less than £100 you can 
travel by rail from'any station 
in Scotland (except, strangely, 
Dunbar and Lockerbie) to 
Oban. From here, you sail 
across to the Isle of Mull on a 
Caledonian MacBrayne ship, 
and spend two nights at the 
three-star Isle of Mull hotel in 
Craignure, with dinner and 
breakfast included Fbr two 
people travelling together; you 
pay just £99 each.The package 
also includes a free ride on the 
Isle of Mull railway. 

Hie deal is available until 13 
October; It can be booked only 
through ScotRail ShortBreaks 
(0870 1S1 0 161). 

Travellers from England 
could combine it with the cut- 
price deal in "Bargain of the 
Week” (below) to get a London- 
to-Mull package tor £139 each. 


ENGLAND 


— Q uantock hills 


Isle of 

Sheppey 


each with a Dobermann 
pinscher dose at heel, walked 
slowly and intently across the 
tussocky grass. They reached 
a fence and climbed over; yank- 
ing the dogs up by their leads. 
A strangled yelp reached us. 

“They’re not dog-lovers," 
one of us said “They’re hunt- 
ing. Probably hares." 

The Isle of Sheppey is a flat, 
windswept, muddy island south 
of the Thames estuary between 
the Medway and the Swale. It 
is linked to north Kent by a 


single road at the south-west 
corner but there’s not much on 
the island except for Sheerness 
and the run-down, old-fash- 
ioned resort of Leysdown-on- 
Sea. That’s why it is such a 
wonderful place to find wildlife. 

Our leader a local naturalist 
had planned toe trip with mil- 
itary thoroughness and ap- 
peared to know where any of 
toe area’s birds would be at any 
time of the day. 

We’d already had a spell of 
“sea-watching", eating our 
lunch on a concrete wall and 
gazing out at what seemed at 
first to be a blank expanse of 
waves. Then we spotted turn- 
stones, gulls, mergansers and 
a red-necked diver 

On along the track to Harty 
Ferry, where a boat once used 
to ply back and forth to toe Kent 
mainland, there’s now a pub, 


Something to declare 

news From The Travel World 


Bargain of Che week: rail 
travel between any of Scot- 
land's seven largest cities and 
London jbr £30 return 
Facing tough competition from 
cheap airlines and other train 
companies, Great North East- 
ern Railway (08457 225 225) 
has brought back its best-ever 
deal and extended it until toe 
end of June. If you book a week 
in advance, and avoid travelling 
on Sundays, Mondays and Fri- 
days, GNER will sell you up to 
1,100 miles of rail travel fbr just 
£30. The offer is available be- 
tween London King’s Cross 
and Aberdeen, Dundee, Edin- 
burgh, Glasgow, Inverness, 
Perth or Stirling. A standard 
return ticket between London 
and Inverness costs £169. 


ScotRail is hitting back with 
a range of offers aimed at older 
travellers. From today until 
the end of May, anyone aged 55 
or more can travel on the Sleep- 
er from Aberdeen. Edinburgh, 
Fort William, Glasgow or In- 
verness to London Euston for 
a flat fare of £29 each way. 
Although a return trip works 
out at nearly twice the GNER 
fare, it does include accommo- 
dation, breakfast and a natty 
amenity pack. 

For journeys wholly within 
Scotland, over-55s qualify for a 
flat fare of £10 return between 
any two ScotRail stations. You 
must book (through staffed 
stations or toe “Club 55 Hot- 
line", 0870 606 2031) by 6pm the 
day before traveL 


and a bungalow’ for sale. We 
walked past the pub to the salt 
marsh and the Swale. Here 
there were ducks, a little egret 
and some avocets feeding. 

“I can offer you two short- 
eared owls," said our leader, 
with a tiny hint of triumph in his 
voice. The owls were some way 
off, seated side-by-side on 
fence-posts. We could just make 
out the speckles on their grey- 
feathers. and their black eye- 
patches, though not then- 
golden eyes. This owl puts up 
its little “ mouse ears" only 
when startled. 

Owls are never easy to see, 
and short-eared owls are rare, 
so we pored over them for 
some time with telescopes. On 
the fields behind the pub, a 
hunting horn was sounding, 
and a pack of beagles chased 
after two hares. Men in green 


A likely story: “no more than 
15 minutes late or your money 
back " 

This should be a widespread 
promise amongst transport 
providers, but so far only a 
couple of go-ahead operators 
are offering the deal 

Customers on Eastern 
Counties' high-speed XtH bus 
link between Peterborough and 
Great Yarmouth - via King’s 
Lynn and Norwich - are 
promised “free travel if we 
ever let you down". If you have 
to wait more than 15 minutes 
beyond the scheduled time of 
the coach, says the company, 
“we will offer you a voucher for 
any return journey". 

The idea has caught on 
across the Atlantic. On 
Philadelphia's rail link to and 
from the city's airport, trav- 
ellers get the $5 ride free if it 
runs more than quarter of an 
hour behind schedule. 
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A FEW DAYS XT THE PYRAMIDS 

A Long Weekend at the famous Mena House Hotel at Giza 
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T here are a few hold locator in tk‘ work! that 
can beat the Mena House at Giza with its 
dnmatic views of the fyamids and nearby 
Great Sphinx. The Mena House has played host to 
many of the most Important personages of the last 
century induing members of the rad families of 
Europe, politicians such as Churchill stars from 
IfalKwood, besides being toe headquarters fbr Allied 
Chief of Command during the last war. The hotel 
accommodation is laid out in a circle and in the 
middle are beautiful grourriswrthaawnvrungiV)d 

and palm trees, where you can be sitting and 
believing for all the world that you are in an oasis 
andtfei)Ouhavvlhef^72midsa)]to)<wrsel£ 

This is a unique opp o rt u nity, at a tariff which is at a 
fcriian of the normal to see one of the wndm of 
toe world and in some comfor. Travel is provided by 
British Airways scheduled non-stop flighls.to Cairo, 
with 4-rights accommodation at the Mena House. 
Hotel on a roan and breakfost basis. Vista are male 
to the Pyramids. Sphinx and the treasures of 
TVtankhamun at the Egyptian Museum, with an 
optional visit to Alexandria. There is also an 
opportunity to see the fantastic spedade of a ami 
and light performance set ajftinst the Great bphinx. 


4 nights from £395 



\ « 
J 



DEPARTURE DATES & PRICES 

I WH Fridays ■ pcrpmin in i lion r»un ; Cdhin 

April 16. 23. 30 H25 
May 7. 14. 21. 28 £4 15 
June 4,11, 18, 25 £395 
July 2, H. 16.23. 311.015 
Augusts. 13. 2i». 27X4 15 
September 3. 10, 17. 34 .£430 

Single room supplement .05 
Full day excursion lo Alexandria with lunch 4.73 

Nol included: l owl imuoivi cki prwiin-m.-ni nvnn iim.iI> 
lippinfi. i.Hir LiiiTcn! CniKlitiinv. .11 Kimtiny 1.1 «.«i>v »i li f 
dvaibhle >m r«nieai shjll apply l» all rcv-TCHmn*. 

0171-616 1000 


THE MENA HOUSE HOTEL 

This 5-dar hotel is ideally loaded close to the 
Pyramids at Giza. Today the hotel has 
magnificent facilities including a fine 
restaurant, lounges, bars, terraces and 
swimming pool All rooms tevu lull facilities 
arri are afr -conditioned 


VOYAGES JULES VEPf IE 

.'1 D jfjiji Ccjuar* london f I 

lrjirl Pi'vuiw Lul ml ' - m ■ ,li<l i> 

Intcmri hup>i/K¥«.tjun.uk 
ikn >*i]ctMjrr ijvnbricIrTihiiK ntvn jn-«nin*ii mu- i" w 

£ tonn'baj L, jj rt» F..i jo -41J ■ i 

Jtr 'rjlli 'ner> 


coats and beautifully tailored 
trousers followed toe dogs. It 
was dear that there was no 
chance of their catching toe 
hares, so we watched the scene 
with pleasure. 

On the way back, as the 
light was fading, we saw again 
the lonely watchers. 

“Seen the rough-legged?" 

“Not yet." 

We stopped and waited with 
them for a while, and then, all 
of a sudden, as if it had been 
spirited out of the drab 
landscape, a short-eared owl 
grey and graceful, flew in front 
of us. hunting. 

“The owl The owl!" we whis- 
pered. The bird flew on. turn- 
ing its head from side to side, 
searching for rodents on the 
banks of toe narrow, grassy 
channel. Then it turned and 
flew back, scanning with its 


“WHAT A jolly expensive 
■s' ", says Kate 
Thomasson of Edinburgh, 
after a single letter was 
omitted from her surname 
on her family’s travel 
documents to Spain. They 
had booked a Costa del Sol 
holiday by telephone. The 
tickets arrived in the 
name of Thomason. 

What’s in a letter, you 
might wonder? 

A £25 charge per 
person, it turns out, to 
restore the errant *s\ Her 
travel agent. Lunn Poly of 
Frederick Street in the 
Scottish capital, told the 
Thomassons that this was 
the normal fee. but after 
The Independent became 
involved in the case, the 
charge was waived. 

Holiday companies levy 
a fee to change the name 
of a passenger, usually 
when a different person is 
travelling (incidentally, 
this courtesy is not 
available to scheduled 
airline passengers*. Rut 
the Thomasson family 
were penalised for a 
simple spelling error 
which could well not have 
even been their fault. 

How likely is it that 
they would have been 
prevented from travelling? 
“Very" said the travel 
agent But as someone 
who once flew across 
America with a boarding 
pass announcing me to be 
"Sandra Calderon", I am 
not so sure. A large 
reservoir of discretion 
sloshes around the travel 
industry - it has to, or toe 
whole global business 
could grind to a halt. 

On a typical holiday 
flight of 300 people, it 
would be surprising if 
everyone turned up with a 
ticket that exactly 


black-looking eyes. Across the 
marsh, in the distance, we 
could still see toe two hunters 
and their dogs. In the fading 
light they were still searching 
for whatever it was they had 
come for. Unlike us, they hadn’t 
yet found their particular “fix" 
of wildness. 

Transport on the Isle of Shep- 
pey is patchy. A bus goes to 
Leysdoum-on-Sea 

From the BR station at 
Swale it is a short bicycle ride 
to Elmiey nature reserve. The 
London Natural History Soci- 
ety organises regular trips to 
ivild places. 

Membership costs £15 a 
year. For a programme of 
events write to Peter C Hol- 
land. Flat 9, Pineioood Court . , 
23 Clarence Avenue. London , 
SW4 SLB 



SIMON CALDER 

The Thomassons were 

penalised for a 
simple spelling error 

matched their passport 
details and the computer 
record. Usually, the airline 
will allow people through 
despite inconsistencies. 

My pal Constantine 
Charalambous endures 
many anagrams made of 
his name, but always 
seems to travel; last 
month he flew to Mexico 
with a visa showing his 
gender as feminine, even 
though he is a 6ft-6in man. 

And Rhiannon Batten, 
who writes for these 
pages, has been addressed 
as both Rena Button and 
Richard Batten on some of 
the many exciting press 
releases we have received 
this week. 

THE BEST way to avoid 
your name being mis-spelt 
on a ticket is to opt for 
“ticketless" traveL where 
you are given a six-digit 
code ofletters (known as 
the PNR or “locator") to 
quote at check-in. 

I had always assumed 
that the airlines weed out 
unfortunate combinations 
of letters, in the same way 
that off-colour 
permutations of letters on 
car number plates are 
excised. But no: booking 
an electronic ticket for a 
Heathrow to Manchester 
hop. I was told to quote 
the code SS DEAD. 


SOME WALKS are best done in 
summer, when toe trees are in 
leaf and everything is green and 
verdant: others are just as 
charming in winter. This walk 
along KLve beach in Somerset, 
set among the rolling Quantock 
Hills as they back into the 
Bristol Channel is an all- 
season number. The coast 
along toe English Channel is al- 
ways bleak and windswept, so 
it doesn't much matter whether 
it's warm or cold: indeed, harsh 
weather adds an air of drama 
to the scenery. 

Start from Kilve car-park, on 
the right off the main road 
opposite the antique shop. 
Head towards the Hood Arms 
pub, and then left down Sea 
Lane. The mile to the coast 
follows a stream and takes you 
through the back of toe village 
and past the medieval St 
Mary's church; its chantry 
chapel was reputedly destroyed 
in the 19th century because it 
was being used to store smug- 
glers’ contraband. Just past 
the beach car-park you'll pass 
the Oil Retort House, a ruined 
monument to what proved to be 
an unprofitable method of ofl 
extraction - in the 1920s it was 
loaded with crushed shale from 
the beach, which was then 
heated to release the oil. 

Take the right footpath and 
you'll soon find yourself face-to- 
face with toe South Wales coast 
and the Bristol Channel where, 
on a windy flay, the slate-grey 
water heaves like boiling mud 
and looks like the very last 
place on earth you'd ever want 
to swim. The tall and fiat islands 
to your right are Steep Holm 
and Flat Holm, uninhabited 
except by birds; inland to your 
right is Hinkley Point nuclear 
power station. 

It’s easy to get to Kilve 
beach, once frequented by Co- 
leridge and Dorothy and 
William Wordsworth. Known 
for its fossils and rare rock for- 
mations. it is England's an- 
swer to Ireland's Giant’s 
Causeway, a weird, architec- 
tural landscape with tiers of 
rhomboid rocks and fantastic 
cliff strata. It's difficult to imag- 
ine that this place evolved 
through geological accident - 
the segmented rocks, run 
through with tines of crystal and 
punctuated by limpets, look 
like toe remnants of some loug- 
forgotten language, while the 
whole area seems like an ex- 
ercise in some fantastic, dis- 
jointed geometry. 







The old Oil Retort WSDC 

Bearing left, make your way 
along the beach. Its slippery' 
surfaces reward closer in- 
spection. There are patches of 
curious deep brown sand toe 
colour of cheap milk choco- 
late, tittle chunks of pretty rose- 
coloured quartz, and rocks 
imprinted with whole galaxies 
of ancient ammonites. Not to 
mention toe great clumps of 
seaweed that explode with sat- 
isfying pops underfoot. 

Keep on until you reach toe 
metal steps bearing left back up 
toe cliff, then take the path sign- 
posted to East Quantoxhead. 
There’s a lovely stroll through 
the fields and woods up to this 
diminutive village, as pretty as 
its name suggests, with a duck- 
pond and thatched cottages. In 
the 14th-century church you’ll 
find tombs and monuments to 
the Luttrell family, which owns 
toe great house ensuite to the 
village, as well as its far 
grander main residence, 
nearby Dunster Castle. 

Continue up Frog Street for 
around half a mile. Take the 
footpath to toe left past toe last 
cottages and through the cen- 
tre of the field. Looking across 
the fields, you can see clearly 
how toe trees are carved and 
flattened by toe prevailing 
wind. The footpath takes you 
over a number of stiles, until 
you meet the main road into 
Kilve. A few yards on your left 
is a stone track, which takes you 
right back into the car-park. 

The walk is a round three miles 
long and is covered bp the 
Explorer 22 map tQuantock 
Hills). The Hood Inn in Kilve 
\0127S 741210) offers traditional 
English food from £5.95 
upwards for a main course 
and £2.75 for pudding 


If you're planning to travel abroad a j 
couple of times a year, American Express I 
annual travel insurance can provide an j 
uncompromising level of cover and could j 
cost you less than arranging 'single trip' j 
cover each tune you travel. ) 


Example Prices** 

Individual Cover 

Europe 

Worldwide 

Family Cover 

Europe 

Worldwide 


Annual 


£51.99* 

£99.00 

£ 91 . 05 * 

£145.00 


Single Trigs 

(j pis Jays) 

£26.65 

£49.65 

tup to ir ctiy$) 

£66.55 

£124.15 


Call now quoting INH12 

0800 700 737 

Available to non-Cardmembers 



Insurance 

Services 


www.am ericane\pre5S.com'u k 
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An island 


fit for 


heroes 


A search for Patrick Leigh Fermor 
led Jane Garwood to the peaceful, 
scrub-covered hills of Hydra 


I t was the half-serious, half- 
fanciful notion of meeting 
my favourite author which 
took me to Hydra, a Greek 
island in the Saronic Gulf. It 
was not otherwise a partic- 
ularly appealing place; as someone 
practised in carefully avoiding 
tourist hot spots, it looked suspi- 
ciously accessible from Athens and 
the Peloponnese. Guide-books dis- 
missed Hydra as expensive and 
touristy and there were hints of the 
island once enjoying some fame as 
a film set for some B-movie featur- 
ing a scantily dad Sophia Loren. But 
a casual reference in a book I 
admire, plus a period of unexpected 
freedom from work, was enough to 
have me risking the hordes to 
search for my hero - the legendary 
adventurer; polymath and writer 
Patrick Leigh Fermor 

Ever since reading A Time of 
Gtfts, Leigh Ffermor’s account of the 
first stage of a walk from the Hook 
of Holland to Constantinople, I have 
loved the idea of this man, and 
envied his pre-war travels in a 
Europe untouched by tourism. Best 
of all his books is Manx. encom- 
passing his love of Greek people, 
culture and history while recounting 
a journey round a remote peninsula. 
It was written on Hydra in 1958. 1 
knew Leigh Fermor still lived some- 
where in Greece; perhaps Hydra 
was where I'd find him, sprightly and 
sipping a cafe metric, telling trav- 
ellers' tales to a circle of admirers. 

I took the hydrofoil from the port 
of Hermione on the Peloponnese. 
The water was so calm that the 
scrub-covered hills of the mainland 
were mirrored perfectly in the sea. 
Hydra was a 30-minute high-speed 
ride away - an hour and 20 minutes 
from Athens - in a Flying Dolphin, 
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the Russian-built craft which buzz 
everywhere around the Saronic Gulf 
like giant insects. 

The first sight of my destination 
was a familiar one for any Greek 
island-hopper a dense duster of 
houses in a cleft between water and 
hills. Then, a mosaic of light and 
colour as sunlight bounced off the 
sea, windows, chrome bits of boat 
The houses were large with 
splashes of red geranium, ochre 
walls and terracotta roof tiles giving 
the town an Italian ain This was not 
typical of a Greek island, ami nor was 
the quiet ... no background hum of 
scooters, no enthusiastic tooting of 
car horns, just the shouts and ges- 
tures from fishermen and boatmen 
in the busy harbour. A line of 
donkeys waited patiently by the 
quayside, the only way of getting 
about on the island if you have no 
boat and don't like walking. 

Walking was a pleasure here 
though. Each street was a precipi- 
tous stone staircase, slippery from 
centuries of use, and I went up 
until the harbour looked like the 
stage of an amphitheatre. Colourful 
caiques jostled yachts and cruisers, 
and Pan the anchorman, with a 
seaman’s beard and belly, directed 
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The lin e of donkeys waiting patiently by Hydra harbour provides the only way to get around if you don't enjoy walking 
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scenes of near misses and tangled 
anchors from his little red boat 
Findin g a place to stay wasn't 
easy, but the little pension Elena, 
well up the hillside, was dean and 
cheap and I later found it was cool 
to be epano - up above - not just for 
the views but also because of the 
day-tripper phenomenon. The island 
did get swamped with tourists 
because of its proximity to Athens, 
but they were usually too daunted 
by the steep steps to venture for 
from the harbour The upper world 
was peaceful, all thick cypress doors 
and bright painted flowerpots, the 
only sound that of donkey hooves on 
stone echoing off high walls. While 
you lounged on a seduded terrace 
during siesta time, a blast on the 
cruiseship's horn would signal the 
day-trippers' departure, and Hydra 


would be returned to its residents. 
The object of my visit was a good 
opening gambit in conversations 
with strangers, and more than once 
I was invited to close my copy of 
Marti and join their tavema table. It 
soon got round that I was looking for 
the writer just as soon it became 
quite obvious that he had left long 
ago. But by then, I had fallen into a 
pleasurable routine of taking coffee 
on the quayside, reading walking 
sw imming off the rocks and eating 
with my new friends. When someone 
asked a week later, -have you found 
him?” I had to remind myself who 1 
was supposed to be looking for. 

Conscious that I still should pay 
homage in some respect, I sought 
out the house where Mant was 
written. It turned out to be the 
ancestral home of Nikos Hadji- 


Kyriakou Ghika, perhaps Greece’s 
best-known artist, and was situated 
on an expanse of hillside outside the 
town by the hamlet of Khaminia. 
Since Ghika. many artists have tried 
to paint Hydra’s luminous skies, 
skull-like hills and distinctive 
architecture; he captured the cubist 
jumble of the town with a sunburnt 
palette of ochres, greys and browns. 
The house where he entertained 
Kazantzakis, author of Zofba the 
Greek, the poet Seferis and 
philhellene Herny Miller - as well as 
Leigh Fermor - was destroyed in 
a mysterious fire 20 years ago, 
leaving a spectacular and evocative 
ruin where the locals now corral 
their donkeys. 

Ghika’s ancestors were among 
the merchant families who inhabited 
Hydra in its heyday, the impressive 


stone mansinns looming out of the 
curve of buildings around the 
harbour are a reminder of that 
time. These orchondika were the 
work of Venetian and Genoese 
craftsmen, commissioned in the 
18th century by fleet commanders 
eager to build monuments to then- 
success. Hydriot sailors were 
legendary and their ships went 
anywhere - including through the 
English blockade of Europe during 
the Napoleonic wars to take grain to 
the French. Now, the house of 
Tsamadhos dominating the left side 
of the harbour is the merchant 
marine school and the house of 
Tombazis on the right is an offshoot 
of the Athens School of Fine Art 
Hydra, then, is an appealing 
place; a mix of simplicity and 
sophistication where you can buy a 


furcoatby the harbour or watch fish- 
ermen mend their nets. Character- 
fill houses have become weekend 
hideaways for rich Athenians crav- 
ing the simple life. On Friday nights 
they fling open shutters, lighlup high 
beamed ceilings and fill the quiet 
backstreets with music and voices. 

After three weeks of a blissfully 
fruitless search, it was at least easy 
forme to imagine why Patrick Leigh 
Fermor had chosen Hydra as the 
place to write his travel masterpiece. 
A beautifiil house with a view, the 
shadows of an exciting past behind 
a picturesque present Perhaps he, 
too, had found convivial company if 
he wanted it peaceful solitude if 
he didn't One day, when I actually 
find him. I'll thank him for showing 
me Hydra. It'll be a good excuse 
for another trip. 
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All aboard! 


MAKUS 


If you've got 2 or 3 days to span, step aboard and enjoy a tour of Lisbon. 

Ibu will travel in time, exploring centuries of historical monuments and futuristic buildings 
in the new and unique Oriental area of Lisbon. You 'll wander through narrow streets 
in the old and typical neighbourhoods. Low'll listen to the Fado singers, visit the largest Aquarium in Europe, 
enjoy a meal while contemplating the beauty of the river. 

You 'll see so much beauty that your short holidays will seem shorter. 

But then, you can always come back for another 3 days. And another 3 days... 


Trip the light 
fantastic 
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Orthodox Easter in Athens is a 
sight worth seeing. By Jill Dudley 


H YOU CAN fly to 
Athens from 
Heathrow or Gatwick 
on British Airways 
(0345 222111) and Virgin 
Atlantic (01293 747747); 
from Heathrow on Cronus 
Air (0171-580 35001 and 
Olympic Airways (0171-409 
3400); and from Luton on 


easyJet (0870 6 000 0001. 
The lowest return fare is on 
easyJet, costing £121.90. 

From airports outside 
London, the best prospect 
for a non-stop flight is to 
use a charter. FUIi summer 
services begin on 1 May. 

Hellenic Tourism 
Organisation: 0171-734 5997. 
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“MEN OF Athens, I perceive 
that in every way you are very 
religious.” So said St Paul near- 
ly 2.000 years ago and, in part 
he was right To spend an Or- 
thodox Easter weekend in 
Athens is to be reminded that 
not all Athenians worship the 
car or the god of Ouzo. For 
many the spirit of (he Greek Or- 
thodox Church still exerts a 
powerful influence. 

Athens is at its best at East- 
er. The weather is warm, the 
sky is less polluted, the tourists 
are few and many of the Athe- 
nians leave the city for the is- 
lands or villages. The museums 
and archaeological sites re- 
main open (except on Easter 
Sunday when a trip to the near- 
by Hymettos mountains means 
a day among the wild flowers). 

Throughout the Easter 
weekend the churches are foil 
of these “very religious” people. 
The services last several hours 
and the faithful come and go as 

it suits. Tbe interiors of the 
domed Byzantine churches are 
beautiful with their candles of 
supplication, glistening mo- 
saics, frescoes and icons, and 
ornate brass chandeliers. 

The 12th-century church of 
Agia Aikaterini, for example, 
within easy reach of the Acrop- 
olis, stands in its own sunken 
courtyard with two ancient 
columns. In St Paul’s day the 
annual torchlight procession 
would have been in October 
along the Sacred Way to EHeu- 
sis. The occasion would have 
been the Greater Mysteries 
held in the sanctuary of Deme- 
ter, goddess of corn. Then the 
people mourned the descent of 
Demeter's daughter to the un- 
derworld and looked forward to 
her return in the spring. 

Or there was the annual 
procession along the Sacred 
Way at the midsummer Pana- 
thenaea festival in honour of 
Athene, the great goddess and 
patroness of the city This 
wound its way up to the 



Dressing for the occasion 
in Athens RHPL 


Parthenon, the temple of 
Athene, which still stands 
supreme on the Acropolis. 

The climax of the Easter 
weekend is the Resurrection 
service held late on Saturday 
night As midnight approaches 
there is a feeling of mounting 
expectation and the lights in the 
church of Agia Aikaterini, as in 
all the churches of Greece, are 
extinguished except for the 
small icon candles suspended 
before the iconostasis (the 
sanctuary screen) whose cen- 
tral “Royal Doors” are dosed. 

At mi dnigh t the Royal Doors j 

are opened and the figure of the ! 

priest is dimly seen before the 
darkened sanctuary, holding a 
lighted candle to represent the 
new “light of the world". As he 
pronounces the words Christos 
anestei (Christ is risen), the 
church bells peel and fireworks 
and th underflashes are let off. 
The faithful in the church surge 
forward to light their candles. 

The whole of Athens be- 
comes one great celebration as 
each dtizen guards his "new 
light" and carries his candle 
home with him - if it stays 
alight, it is seen as good luck in 
the year ahead. Meanwhile, on 
the Acropolis, the Parthenon is 
once again floodlit a gold- white 
and stands supreme against the 

night sky. 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 


UK, OVERSEAS 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 
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TakeOff | | 

TakeOff 

TakeOff 


WORLDWIDE TAILORMADE 


HOTELS 


CAR HiRE TRAVEL INSURANCE TOUR S' C >R U 1 5 f S 


| CURRENT BEST BUYS ON THE WORLD'S FINEST AIRLINES 

MOUMS ntZ-NUD 
BUGS A FttSSiHCMB 
IHVICt CHABSC 

ONI WAT BfTURN 
FROM 


OM WAT HTUM 
ROM 


OMf WAS KTUtN 
ROM 

SYDNEY 

£301 

£476 

NEW YORK 

£142 

£165 

CARIBBEAN 

£253 

£253 

PERTH 

£299 

£474 

BOSTON 

£142 

£164 

MEXICO CITY 

£225 

£347 

AUCKLAND 

£299 

£462 

WASHINGTON 

£142 

£175 

RIO 

£277 

£429 

BANGKOK 

£223 

£354 

CHICAGO 

£168 

£222 

JO-BURG 

£266 

£319 

HONG KONG 

£266 

£369 

FLORIDA 

£162 

£190 

CAPE TOWN 

£295 

£319 

SINGAPORE 

£256 

£261 

LOS ANGELES 

£186 

£200 

NAIROBI 

£239 

£312 

BAU 

£244 

£409 

SAN FRANCISCO £198 

£198 

DUBAI 

£221 

£247 

TOKYO 

£260 

E5Q1 

TORONTO 

£136 

£264 

CAIRO 

£143 

£228 

INDIA 

£210 

£368 

VANCOUVER 

£221 

£229 

AROUND THE WORLD 

£712 

| PLUS DISCOUNTED QUALITY ACCOMMODATION PER ROOM PER NIGHT FROM J 


TR/XILFINDERS 



THE TRAVEL EXPERTS 


AUSTRALIA £29 • USA £34 • AFRICA £41 • PACIFIC £46 • ASIA £26 
USA CAR HIRE FROM £21 PER DAY 

CALL NOW FOR OUR TAILORMADE WORLDWIDE OR NORTH AMERICA BROCHURES 


TRAILFINDERS DOES NOT IMPOSE CHARGES ON CREDIT CARDS 


NEW YORK FROM £165 RETURN 

FLORIDA FROM £190 RETURN 

CALIFORNIA FROM £198 RETURN 

DIRECT FLIGHTS ON VIRGIN ATLANTIC 

MUST BOOK BY MONDAY. 12 APRIL 


FOR YOUR 
FREE COPY OF 
THE TRAUFINDER 
MAGAZINE CALL 
0171 938 3366 
ANYTIME 


ATOL 1458 IATA ABTA 69701 


-*2-50 Earls COURT road 1©:jPC«N aFT 

LONBHAUL TRAVEL: 0171-938 3366 

KENSINGTON HIGH STPsET LONDON IVS 7RG 

LONGHAUL TRAVEL: 01 71 -938 3939 
FIRST & BUSINESS CLASS: 0171-938 3444 

2 1 5 KENSINGTON HIGH STREET LONDON &6D 

TRANSATLANTIC & EUROPEAN: 0171-937 5400 

22-2-1 THE PRIORY QUEEnSway flifiMitioHAV. 3-' 

WORLDWIDE TRAVEL 0121-236 1234 

48 CORN STMST BRISTOL 85 1 I HO 

WORLDWIDE TRAVEL 0117-929 9000 

254-284 SAD "HIFkALL STSEfT C-LA5 GC'iV G? :ch 

WORLDWIDE TRAVEL 0141-353 2234 
FIRST 8 BUSINESS CLASS; 0141-353 2400 

55 DEiMsGATF r.sANC-rt'TEf' m 2 jFF 

WORLDWIDE TRAVEL: 01 61 -839 6969 
FIRST & BUSINESS CLASS: 0161-839 3434 

7-9 RlDlfV PLACE r:D.v.OAS7LE ME I aJ Cl 

WORLDWIDE TRAVEL: 0191-261 2345 


NO INSURANCE FEE FOR FULL PROTECTION AGAINST AIRLINE INSOLVENCY - CAA APPROVED 


OUR TRAVEL CENTRES ARE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


student & 
youth travel 

www.usitcampus.ca.uk 

49 Branches Nationwide 


E £299 

MCLUHES 

INTER - RAIL 

1 MONTH ALL ZONES 
1 MONTH INSURANCE 
LONDOWCALAIS LINK 

♦ ROUGH QUmg TO EUROPEy* 
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Cairo 
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IBS 

Caracas 

23B 

409 
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177 

269 

Johannesburg 

227 306 | 

Los Angeles 
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Mexico 

173 
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Parts(Euro3tar) 

- 

65 

Prague 

■1 

145 
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392 

^Sydney 
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USA 

Canadai 


City Break 
Sydney 

Stay 5 nights - pa 

Studio Apartment me 


' for 4 in a 
. breakfast 


£t63' 


New 
low 

fares-.. (£ 

Cruises, weekend 
shopping trips, theme parks, 
national parks 8 wildlife. 


ft 01420-88724 / 0171-497 0515. 


HOT OFFERS! 


TRA/ELBAG 


£*01420-88380 / 0171-287 5559 




Combine 
countries 

Thailand. Singapore. Indonesia. 
jlntSa. Malaysia Hong Kong. China. 
r Paradise islands, exciting 
culture, trekking, car hire . 


ft 01420-80828 / 0171*287 5558 




Sydney Millennium 1 10 nigfate AA i USA - Western High lights EKr>rt*df(“ ft rt 1 Singapore - Bali 12 night £C"%A • Africa - Capt Town E4AA 

PidURt from Ttm . in Penang from iL37i/ , Coach Tour 13 dayii~U nights from X I J .7 ] package from Stopover Package from L I "VI 
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TO: 

CAPE 
TOWN, 

DURBAN or 
JOHANNESBURG - 
Travel 6 April-30 June 99 
_ Ask for details 


£141 


TRAVEL 

INSURANCE 

from 
only 


USA CAR HIRE 

yxrdwnc 


Free Upgracle 

iunLWn tar M*} urO 1 4*^ 


OMftao««pf|4d for 


HOTEL ACCOMMODATION 

Far East from Austria »on USA front 

£1-1 £16 £19 

conditions apply - ask for details 


AH tores are toom and tadode pre-poid tames nod UK I 


r Service Charge where appHaUe. A* laiei and offers jrr wbf^l n avaiatAty. lesmctnnv. condionn and I otaOy pad umb may aho apply 


ALTON: 1 2 High Street, Allan. Hampshire GUM 1BN Fax 01420-82 1 33 
LONDON: 52 Regent Street, London. VW1R 6DX Fax. 0171-287 4522 
LONDON: 373-875 The Strand, London WC2R OJF Fax Q17M97 39Z3 


OPEN 7 DAYS 

Mon-Fri Sam to 7pm 
(Strand to Gpm) 

Sat 9am to 5pm 
Sun 9am to 5pm 
(London 10am to 4pm) 


0870 240 1010 

52 Grosvenor Gardens. London SWT (opp Victoria -e-) 



I Adventure travel and flights at Affordable prices J 


Uji nthfllcr 

0161 273 1721 

Plymoulh 

01702 0G4 400 


Drolnl Scotian* 

0117 020 2404 0131 668 3303 

OrlyMan Dirmlnqhpni 

01273 570 226 0121 414 1648 


TRAVELPLAN 

THE ALL YEAR WORLDWIDE MULTI-TRIP 
TRAVEL INSURANCE 

FOR HOLIDAYS AND BUSINESS TRIPS WITH 
* OPTIONAL BENEFITS SELECTION " 
FROM ONLY 

£36.50 p.a. 

BENEFITS £5,000,000 MEDICAL 
PLUS 

A Pull Selection of Optional Benefits available 
AGE LIMIT 65 
CONTACT: 

MARCUS HEARN & Co. LTD 
MARCUS HEARN HOUSE 
65/66 SHOREDITCH HIGH STREET, LONDON El 6JL 

TEL: 0171 739 3444 FAX: 0171 739 7888 
MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


„ — CURRENT BEST BUYS 

CVW RTN OFW RTN OIW 

SYDNEY UH..4M HONG KONG _(269..n>f WKlK, . ....f2l2. 

CABINS JJIF..JCM5 BAU /791_.£1?5 CAPE I0WN. — 

PE2IH cm...i42D Saigon. ..nti-.cm micoan....im. 

AUCMAND — OIJ.. *44} CANO — -.£H2_£1M BOM IAWK0£»J. 

MDU £21i_.ni} BED INC HAVANA. £IM. 

MAMAS £3B0_£4IJ DUBAL _._*2I}_nJ4 0U1O. ..-.£2»7. 

KAIHMANDU. (2JJ_£T2B I0KY0 £2IJ._£124 UMA. <7*7 

COtOMBO..._.£270_£Jai SEYCHEUH...£17I...£442 NEWYOW £|». 

BANGU3K. — £240 £118 NAIROBI £229..£2t« IOS ANGOJES-.fll J. 

SWG»F0«E..~£24»..^J4T HARARE _..£2»5„.£JI? MARRAKECH 

AUSTRALIA MULTI-STOP 


— SPECIAL OFFER! 
rfn MIDDLE EAST 
..<799 EXPLODER FARE 
-‘ ,,f LCHDON- ATHENS 
-till -CASIO overland 
• /w to TB. AVIV or 

fl4f AMMAN4£)MX)N(mlk 

..£169 
..£410 

..£177 LBK-M itnan 
-HI 5 V«6dk*<lq»«m»ts 

HW ^bowtixOI Apd-Tl Oa 


LONDON - BALI -CAIRNS ovtrUnd to SYDNEY 
BANGKOK - LONDON £S99 RTN 


< 529 . 

VnCd kM<Jqyu 

owto.01 Apid-l 


Whed«r you are haUdwfne or vnnms lune. would like id p> durct m wdh a oopuvw. n 
Plaonum Travtf ne otter nxuo ITigffe via man oa: awnons. or all Hie njM pneo k- sun your requnemmo 

LONG HAUL OV 71 977 9122 TEAWAIIANnC: 01 7! 9572654 

52 EARLS COURT ROAD, K&iSINGTON, LONDON W8 SQ Ht 

OPEN: MONDAY TO FRIMY 9AAt-6PMj SATURDAY 10AM-2PM 


Activity Holidays 



ACTIVITIES F=aniNcs, Couptos. Sin- 
□iea 8 Groups. 1 50 things to ao, 
ISUenhim Darne d Breaks. Acorn 
AcllvffiB3 01«3383D083 
SUFFOLK CYCLE BREAKS. Qual- 
ity holldsye Him full backup. 
W/enda or tanger. Broch: 0144B 
731 S5S 

KIDS KLUB - Easier & Summer 
Adtvtty HoSdaym Inr 8 to 17 year 
olds and all year round tor 
groups. Choose trem 5 centres In 
East Angle and now the East 
Midlands. 13 yeont experience 8 
tun accreditation- For 1999 
b re ti wreca* 01*49 6/MW/ 


Holidays Afloat UK 


BRITAIN'S BEST SoH Drtw rarrow- 
boet haBdaya. Widest choice. B 
bases. Boghmaa very welcome. 
01 905 81 0097 

BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY. Surrey/ 
Hants. Lux boats. (012S6) 
703681. 


Cotswolds 


corrswOLOS welcome cot- 
TAGES 1989 luB colour broetiira. 
Phone nowll 01756 702212 
GREAT VALUE, quality cottages. 
Over ISO In Cotawolds 08700 725 
725 CHC33A 


Devon & Cornwall 



Cornish 
Traditional 
Cottages . 


Sdf •eateriag eoaagei oa both 
coasts of Conmfl sod on Scilly 

For your FREE brochure 
PHONE 

01208821666 


LOVBX PROPERTIES Coastal and 
rural 7U 01648 . 560964 
www.dwociwonaciiorLCO-1* 
GREAT VALUE quafltv cottages. 
Om 400 in ConwnB 08700 7Z6 
725CHK33A _ 

CORNWALL & DEVON 300 CW- 
tagas throughout. 01 7S3 260711. 
ROSELAND PENINSULA .htunac- 


on South Coast rf Cornwnl 
pa up id 6. Avail afl year. Fran 
80 P-W. Tbl 01 872 5606*8 
MINES. N- Coast, conn bam. 
3 4«,iUvt01B72S53488 
£SIC COTTAGES. 400 aalact 
nstsdA country cottages In it* 
bM Cotwry tor the dtoeemlng. 
uw.riftwtic.cn Jdt Brochure tel 
3265655® 

XIC ESCAPE 25 acre aeduded 
ate. Private beach, tennis, 
uniting sea views. Safcofflbe 
sa. Superb luxuryS/CacCOmo- 
aJon md esduahre BIB 01648 
1521 

iLITY DEVON COTTACES Ree 
99 fufl colour brochure. Phone 

wrfl 01756 702203 

NICER FUL CORNISH COT- 
ifzcc 1999 bed avwtuJI colour 
BCtHjj*. 01766 702201 

rcV/POLRUAN- c 

dersida cottages.- — 
no. CHUi iwadng. DlngWee 
oBahle. Peis wrteome. 01579 


UK TYavel 



Your widccc choio: of 
idf^ncriog Eamltv 
hoHdays In B ritain 
. Free colour brochure. 

I Phone 01502 502 601 
Quote HI 486 


I English Country 
pottages 


Om 2.000 boUar mna g n wMi 



ALL INSPECTED Recommended 
Dream Cottages Throughout the 
UKI Tel: 08700 718 71 B 
UK 8 EMERALD COTTAGES. A 
super eataction ot lovely ctmages 
In the best locations across the 
UK and Ireland. For tree colour 
brochure phone 01758 702325 


Dorset 

DORSET 


UPEHB DORSET COTTAGES 
Free 1099 full colour brochure. 
Phone nowll 01756 702204 
Dorset Coastal Cottages. Old. 
cosy, much loved. Short breaks 
tram Cl 20. M: (D130678S29B8 
THATCHED COTTAGE 300 yiS Old 
in picturesque Plddte vefley, cosy, 

log Brea. Wps 5. 01 604 6*4050 


Self Catering UK 


aMmf: 

• V SUMMER '99* 

■ 9 BROCHURE 0IIT NOWa 

• West Counny. Donee cntswaBs. . 
.. tafak. WHh. Pens. Oates, iioors. 

Lanes, mrthumtwiana. Seofflno 

• IREUUIDr *tyMQ-50* 

• linqKumnnol/D RP. a 

_ mainwiim _ 


01756 702200 



v WITH 4 

thatch 

Jtldbciim HlillliuP.' LuSLll 

JTIhl rnUTHTYJklc. Df IlflN, 

Fiw '.oloiii bnaliuit 




Ireland 


SHAMROCK COTTAGES. 286 
wled individual cottages. In 
superb locations Disc fans. 
A1TO. Colour Brochure. 01B23 
681060. www Oiam rocAcot ■ 

tagea.co.uk 

IRISH COUNTRY HOLIDAYS 
Chose hom over 200 delightful 
cottages. Touring, boating end 
home drawn caravans. For your 
tree brochure cell 01 502 560688 
(24hre) 

KEN UAH - The Jewel of Kerry. 
DeOgWtul downed 4* home, Sen- 
suite bedrooms, private car park 
& garden. 2 rntnuias from town. 
Groat walks S gob links. To! 
00353 6441018 Fax 00353 

6442135. 

HILL WALK All day. Fielum Id lux- 
ury In Cashel House Hotel, and 
gardens. Connemara. Co. Gal- 
way. Tel: (00353951 31001. Fax 
31007. tor bee brochure 

WEST CORK bet Baltimore 8 Cas- 
tle Towns* and, 3 bed house, nr 
Blue Bag beach. 00353 282 1382 


East Anglia 


SliO'oIIc riL-ri C 


—i rnln. mr itthiencc We octr i Bmodc Ttdi Ccraxy 

a* to 10 liitotonol 

ja ah Spfae Bnto* tnw ISC MAB 

SMOULLOWSBiStsy SatoWtsadoidy psylhr 4 £290pp 
BUM 4U283£r bacbure ami fimker details 


Step Into Spring 

16c Ion. Creative Cuisine. 
Stylish En suite rooms. 

B8 from £22.50 based on 
2 people sharing per night 
Easter Breaks available. 
SIX BELLS at Bartfwefl 

. -Nr. Bury Sl Edmunds 

TeL- 01359 250820 


HORFOLK/SUFFOUCa beat CW- 
tapai, free 180 paga19 99 cahw 
brochure. Oirefi 70Z2HS 


. Isle of Wight 


APRIL SPECIAL 
3 nights from £89 
I Bed. brakfaa & eredinj! mrl. 

Luff tafrtmi buwJ. rmrnjinmcnL 
■odoer pooLpmui ouna 
* FREE CAR FERRY* 
SiiHbudiwi Heir! 

fcrafrrtoM. SapdotoM. bit dl Wipbl 

Tel: (1198.1 4066S5 
3 offals May Day £99 
Spring Bank Holiday £1 19 


The Lake District 


LAKES & EDEN VALLEY Excellent 
selection of S/C home*. Free 
brochure - Clark Scott -Harden. 
01788868889 


Sussex 


EASTBOURNE 

SEAFRONT 


jrtaat 

Ut’d,IATaniiBa 


Yorkshire & The Dales 


YORKSHIRE DALES Welcome Cot- 
tages- Free 1999 full colour 
brochure. 01758 702209 

YORKSHIRE DALES. Moore, cons 
Peak 6 Lure District Over 200 
seif caudng cottage*. Bummed 
broclwn. HoSday Cottages York- 
shire. Water SL SUpion BD23 
1P8 (01756) 700872. 

YORK- Any 3 mghls ■ A la Cone ■ 
break- Cl 14. Heworth Court Hotel 
Car Par*. 01904 425156 



BRIDGE FOR IMKRiffiEBS 
3rd to 7tta of May with 
FREDDIE NORTH 

Grand Ma-sler. 
former England player 
and well blow author. 
Staying in Scottish 
country house as 
family guest. 
Tel/Fax 01X35 850769 



,-COKSIil.l THE EXPERTS' 
Over 2.UU self-calenno 
properties in ail areas 
from luxurv' houses to 
v -5 croft cottages. 

Wnlc --.r phnnt 
Imi hnjihiux 



4>rinlen'.k Si 
EJn*«thfn;aiR 


GREAT VALUE quality cottages. 
Over 555 in Scotland 08700 725 
725CHS33A 

WONDERFUL SCOTTISH COT- 
TAGES 1999 colour brochure. 
Phone nowll 01755 702213 


• Don't forget 
to mention 
The Independent 

when replying 
• to adverts 


West Country 


FREE COLOUR GUIDE to Ihe 500 
best value cone geo In Devon 
(01271)376322 


Wales 


IDYLLIC N Wales Cottages. 1999 
colour brochure. Phone nowll 
01755 702206 

ATTRACTIVE s/c properties 
throng hom North WMk. D1-1S2 
582492 or www.narthwaleahfift- 
daycottages wuA 

BRECON BEACONS Lowly selec- 
Uon o( over 200 sail caloring col- 
tagos In this unepom Nailmal 
Pork. 01874 B 78446 

BEAUTIFUL Quality Properties 
around mognificam Welsh CrjasL 
Log Fires. Linen provided Pets 
welcome froo. Caa for our eolmr 
biochure.QuaBty Collages 01348 
837 871 

BARGAIN BREAKS. Gower. Wyllit 
17C farmhouse, onauite, DBSB. 
fbhing. log liras. £23.50. Uc Bar 
AA.TLAC. Bra.0l«9 595640 


SPAIN .... 

CANAKES_ 

BAIEAMCS 

MCE 

USA/CAN- 
S AFRICA- 
MOAGQA. 


__9 GREECE.. fa» 09 

.. E69 ITALY 05 

..£59 MALTA.--. Effl 

,.Q7 CYPRUS £99 

n29P0flTU6AL...fB9 
E279CARE8EAN £149 
£299 TUMEV .. . C135 


0870 60S 4316 


PERTH £513 

WITH 

ROYAL BRUNEI 







Petum prices with other oirlirvc*. 
including prepaid airport from- 


£99 


PLUS 

3 nights at a 3* hotel 
and a fui! day 
sightseeing tour 


For departures to 30 Nov 99. 


CAR HIRE • INSURANCE 
HOTELS • AUSTRALIAN VISAS 

0870 7500 140 

Mon-Fri 9om-9pm, Sot 9am-5. 30pm, Sun 10am-4.30pm 


Penh 

£473 

Now »c- 

£1810 

Sidney 

£473 

Boston 

Cl 74- 

Audio rid 

£441 

Woihinglcn 

El 74’ 

Bangle! 

£364 

OutSJO 

E181C 

Hong Kong 

£367 

Odarek 

£189 

5mgapae- 

£371 

los Angelei 

£199- 

Jchan rMnbu rg 

£316 

Son Franc sec 

£199- 

Dufca. 

£239 

Vareouuar 

£230 

De*. 

£355 

■O 

j 

£638 


WE GO FURTHER TO 
FIND THE BEST FLIGHT 


Kai 


iDflpm •icwb.l7Ap.J4e 

PiKraa«utwa»riam.'e* > kh*>, 'jhau.wjsJod 
IM IkmavCcck C-cnylid AilAMUM «C*CQ4J 


Who could give 
you travel 
insurance at 
half the price 



CGU 


Direct 


Spend two weeks in 
Europe at just £16.45. 
That's less than half 
the price some travel 
agents charge. 



0800 121 007 


Quote: ATPHS123 

Open 7 days a week 


C-itv Breaks 


eurotours 


‘the short-breaks 
specialist' 


2 Nitons 

Eurosiar 

L» ShutBa 

F«n Furry 

3* 

£119 

£89 

£99 

5* 

£139 

£89 

£99 

4 Hr 

£149 

£99 

£109 j 

3 Hr 

£119 

£99 

£109 


Paris 
Brussel 
Bruges 
Ostend 

Prices per person based on 2 people sharing 
CondMons apply http J/www_eu rotours.co. uk 


0181 289 8889 


d 


s*2*£139M 

0181 402 0007 


SIMPLY TRAVEL'S 






Luxury s.h :«t 
Breaks to Eunarc 

l=Crfr THE 

C4SCFRNIM TruVLLLXn 

0181 995 9323 

•ww.Brnih-JiMd.cim 
*614 VI31V 4TCL1512 


China/ S.E. -^sia 


CHINA • CAMBODIA • LAOS • VIETNAM 

25 years speeidlisi experiemv in S*iuih E;ist Asia 
Ct impel imdy priieil indivulual tour* ihriiuuhuul 
these e< 'unifies 

Five star hntels at three Mar prices 

"Shanghai Special” h niehts £4 , » , » including Jireet 
Virgin Hichi 

Regent Holidays 

Tel: IN 1 7 -12 i 1711 F;«: ttl 1 ? ^25 4Wrf» 

i -m ill i«(L-ni"< Irani li- >In!.i-. m." nk fciitnl-tn.lidii >>..• uk 


ZATA 


u >* 


Latin Anierieu 


SUKVLL DISCOVERY Coala Ricj. 

GuMvmala. Ecuador. Ifw Galapn 

go 5. Highly lleublo indivulual 
tours and liv-drivee Jungle 
lodges, nature res*.-™** otBi 8*7 
474a AITO ATOLBOft 


USA 


AMERICA A5 YOU LIKE IT - unique 
jccorr*jdalion in Fionas 8, New 
York BSB’i. Inns Souilguo 
Hotels. Homes & Ap.inmimu 
Rail--, (ram C39 por room oi-r 
mgni r B ll 0181 74’ h «i9 «id.i 



travel 



NEW YORK. w. £165 AlfCKUIND.w.£459 


‘ws.J 

4k 


f299”-£599*«ioa5«l 

•«* #AIR NEW ZL\L\ND 


CAIRWS / REEF 4-DAY 
PACKAGE from £9 9 PP 


L.ANGEU5 

£199 

CAMS 

£467 

ROMM 

£190 

JOWIK 

£319 

SYMEY 

£467 

SINGAPORE 

£271 

BRISBANE 

£467 

ITUMPUR 

£292 

MBJBOUBNE 

£467 

BANGKOK 

£357 

PERTH 

£467 

HONGKONG 

£385 

Round the World wa USA. Aus & Fir East fim £773 

USx 

a CANA 

l%C »‘IN. PAID 1 

DA 



Depirtma U 14. SSMV99 


BANGKOK RETURN 
INC HJiLcjiu-j ACCOM 
FROM JUST £389* 


IMpirtaa Apr-Ant 1999 

PHUKET* £529 tod. 2 nights 


I Kurenda day toui; 6 retu 

m airport transfers. 1 


fi 

1 

1 

I 

1 

! 

dure | 





Wim 



I 

Villas* 

Cottages 

Many with pools. 
*535? FHS at route hoteL 
Coast and country. 

PHONE FOR A 
Ilf'Y BROCWURE ON 

l 0845 070 1100 

{ Ouole BR99-I 
L- «VT4 not «d m «no — 


Azoiv.s 


AZORES Wianl. moat Hcsiblc 
rangt in (his shinning UTdilpH- 
ago Whale wnuchlng Sunvfl Dto- 
covt-ry 0181 8*7 4748 AITO ATOL 
808 


Bill paries 


MALLORCA - Truly Individual villas 
with privaie pcofe in unspoin 
locations, piu: a aalaction ol 
charming country houses ana 
neilbi* Wi.- -I a hotel holidays. 

r .,..-0181985 9323 

A61a V1337 ATCK. 1922 



Paris Eumor 

£65 

Borne 

£127 

San Frandsco 

£199 

Dublin 

£69 

Athens 

£165 

Delhi 

019 i 

Amsterdam 

£74 

Boston 

£164 

Bangkok 

059 | 

1 Geneva 

£117 

New YM 

£165 

Singapore 

£365 ! 

: Madrid 

£123 

Los Angeles 

£199 

Cairo 

£199 1 


£5 


Confenn mvai tee auhnluikr X. qakiv aMne, rriraiol tfgira. uu. bi iS 

Capetown £329 

Mexico £349 

Rio de Janaro B99 

Sydney £473 

Audbnd £569 


ANY' TITLE “ROiY TH£ ?J K^S 0hL[-JE .E00!<.'R£J ;A) U£p 

a mazon.co.uk 

\Y5TK A.'vY D J RCHA.SE FROM STA TRAVEL TCt APRIL 


* EUROPE; 0171 361 6161, WORLDWIDE: 0171 361 6261 OIdI SU vu » tMandiesteri 

: ACCOMMODATION • INSURANCE ■ TOURS: 0171 361 6160 * EUROSTAS: D171 361 6143 

2 rt‘9unr*!w. *vhfl 40Baruri5lwn l!~£catoRJVAl U *tl VnU!knq*» Kj .'Vri.-ro*' ■ ” £ • ir*- f dj 

I Lntl^h. 1 S0uMi.*U.Brort ■ i^fcid- B<*dBrr*.C^£Ndflr -i‘jr rA.xk- 

3 NiTnh'-i. Sutton* 0r»« Ai ■ 3 1 L'ppolid^ii IhcrV-fl* luol B 


www siatravel co.ub 


STA TRAVEL 


Baltic States 


BALTIC STATES 

ESCORTED GROUP TOURS OF 
ai l THREE BALTIC STATES 
13 days - £995 

Departing: May 30, July IB, August 1 and 29 
Year round weekend breaks to 
Tallinn, Riga and Vilnius 
REGENT HOLIDAYS 

Telephone: 0117 921 1711 
Facsimile: 0117 925 4866 
email: regBm15jregem-hot1days.co.uk 
vtqst www.regenl-hoticlays.co.uk 





kl 


Argentina 


AEROUNEAS 

ARGENT/NAS 


Seven flights weekly from 
Heathrow to Buenos Aires 
daily from Madrid 


Tel UK 

0171 494 1001 


Overseas Advertising 
continues overleaf. 


Cyprus 


VILLAS WITH POOLS, village 
houses In unspoiled areas. Plus 
htls, flydrtves. escorted lours. 
SUNV1L 0181 647 4748 AlOT 
ATOLaoa 


Eastern Europe 


PRAGUE, VIENNA. BUDAPEST & 
Slovakia. Central pensions, 
hetete & apts. Cjechors (01706) 


Italy 


EXCLUSIVE 

ITALY 



Sunk* nf tin: finea 
prime nibs and 
hmihnuss 
throushoiii Ink. 
Unrhalkd kical 
lowalwta. 1 uf 
each fYnpeTlL 


CRETE wtdeet eftoleo ol holiday 
properties at flu koonesi prices. 
Smart Hofldoys 01 7B9 267623 
SUNVIL DISCOVERY FloUWe fly- 
drives to Tuscany S Umbria. 
Character BB aceom. Plus Sldly, 
Lakes. Chfcw. 0181 B47 4746 
AITOAT0L8O8 

LAKE GARDA. Como & Magglore 
& hotah. Mss dtlee. Lolree & 
Mountains 01329 644405. ATTQ 
LA BELLA TOSCANA Very special 
farmtoea. villas S apts In & 
around enchanting medieval San 
Gimignano between Florence & 
Ski no - 1969 broth. 0181 422 
6216 e-mail tabeOatoscana^HoLil 
APULIA/ CALABRIA Sicily. Amalfi. 
Sardinia. Discover Ihc mndatful 
south Villas, tame, apta, holete. 
Long Travel dl»4 722193 ATOL 


Germany 


GERMANY dally low cost flights 6 
hold accomodation. All major 
CC. German Traval Centro DIB1 
426 2900. Open 7 days. ABTA 
ATOL 2377 IATA 


Italy 


SARDINIA, dueci fits, vlllas'apis, 
hns, car hire. Ilydrlve. Brochure 
Sardaiur 0171 342 2455 Aon 2583 
BRIDGEWATER'S Idyllic llaly. 26 
years experience countrveido to 
coiral. The complete selection, 
private villas, farmhouses, cas- 
tles. apartments and ho lots. Tus- 
cany. Umbria. Lake Garda. Rome. 
ABTA D02l9Tel 0161 707 8795. 
Hlp..-<www.brldgcwalor- 
navei.ro uh 


FVirtugal 


PORTUGAL. MADEIRA, AZORES 


BOOK DHECT A SAVE tlOtfll 

1 m hHpt L liBMy U totrl 

HoukVinu. Ape, Mmn, 
Ahtadu. Ry Ddm. Cojdi Tiun. 
City tools £ DweOviti 
CAR HIRE FttOM £4Vpwf 
f« scheduled IR(tai from Cl la 

lie* 6rtct*li>n 

lr ttr> - Opo/La 



SUNVIL DISCOVERY. FlniNa fly 
drive's north to eouth- Character 
BB Pousadaa. Manor houses 
Plus 4»res, Madeira, oibi 8*7 
4748 AITO ATOL808 
VINTAGE PORTUGAL . Counlry 
houses with pools m The Minho 
& Costa Verde. 01954 251431. 
AITO ATOL 2797 ABTA 
THE AZORES - Discover Irtfy stun- 
ning scenery and natural boouly 
■n the nine volcanic islands ol the 
Azores scattered amidst the 
Atlantic. Call Simply Portugal 
0161 667 6161 ABTA V13S7 ATOL 
1922 
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— TEL: 0171 293 2222 


OVERSEAS 


BIX: 0171 293 2505 


Take Off 


Take Off 


TakeOff 


Overseas Travel 



‘ ^ as many ftnes 

horn '-^5® 35 7°" 


' .7 * :■ 




J a year 

With Lnir.mnujl travel Insurance, 
you can take mulHpk; trips 

ihn-iisUnillhewac 

[,> cnml. call quoting 
rcloniKV INA 83 - 

|.inc .lie open 7 days. OAOC 


SPECIAL OFFERS 


Insurance 

i Services 


0800 700 737 

ausitebia to rxn-CersriSnJssG 

www^woiK^pwyajpntn/ nfc 




fttyc Uoswn 

R.^*n,| . 1 * r h.tiS H.« 3* FUc UntoSVTlf SBLfeytaawl N»**« ISB 

HAIILWX ' IH USO VfM | CMBBCIff ■ inlH n ■ n fr PS 

,- waiF^AK-'S ft* W3UWD toi DUBAI OT» 

I. rJINAPIt' CM i^niWi C7i( (CWT USB f ,* , . 577* 

l. .-.1-MAji. tiff* ^MOU£ n«l raw*. onl =. T~^TS 5 

. witca o» ■'**' "W 

I If Ai f O* ^WCt*f> 411a J LHA DM 


KENYA SAFARI + BEACH - 13 NigMs ^ 

The fficfcaive Shiba Safari has been created in asoctallon with ttre luxury ' 

SwenapoperttettooteTOSC^oJquMV 

ttawvftatuiaJ^iotolln cludinflR^M^M® 4 
Late Nahmi tokneed by 6 n#ib to Mcmtwsa. 

StMvdnaNN- ton tendon Haris* on KanffAm** 

n* cpoQ juh/ 24 ft 31 .51450 September 18 » 25 ...S1395 

M9M AiJflUa 07. 14 & 21 £1400 NOWTiW0413.2D&27 .51198 


rr* «3U«D trsi] dubai cm 

OlMAPIf- CM VOrriVOAl C7i eCtVT S1»B 

. ■-* HUM. ti*, PWAOUC na ►!*»• awa 

. »<u.'2t ciw ;•*«* mw om 

If Alt 49* -<wn»< 4in LMA DN 

w<> IX n»«u» . M unco IMS 

wj^ca-c*:' ct»* n*»rr njs: uoxon oob 

iri l<n SA9MA cite I na 

• V ■ - ■ ... ■■.•■■I 1! a*iL«*A e»" 

- 'Mvn.n -J i -S,- l rW bb. T.WJVBA naa 

' OVMIflES 1« »»Al» riW) JKLArn £»»» 


I June 12. 19 &26 5999 Julp 24 * 31 .5)450 aw 

|juty03&10 .£1220 AugUO 07.14*21 £1400 IWontJar 0^13. 2D & 27 .51198 

Qtfwa*atnlWei8c»wiatfA 

SRI LANKA TOUR + BEACH - 1 3 NigMs 

features 7-nTght lour hdudhg Slgbtya Kandy and >he lea ptantalbw a I Nu wan &P totowed °f 
6 nights at fee Shdbad Hotel on Kakitara Beach. 

Friday cMpaMutcm Isnckn HiflMW at M Unta 

01 May 99 - 30 Jin 99.. 5589 01 Jul 99 -31 A«g 99 ...5879 01 Sep 99- 10 Dec 99... 6499 


From London-Luton 


■ ’ ■JX'T'U - ' V *» 


Overseas Travel 


TANZANIA SAFARI + BEACH -13 Nights 

Feoturhg a 6-nlflM safari vtttog the 'cradle of mankind'^ fte 
Nootonoow Ciolei. It>a open ptahs of the SetsngeH ond loolfrg «J> ^ 

tons of Lake Manyara Mowed by 7 nights a» the 5-stai Se»na Beach h Mombcsa Kmp. 
SauekydapaWM ton lawn Hootioti at fmvto 

12 -19 June 99 .£1049 03 -10 July 99 ... J...SBJ SS^iiltoJw 99 "am 

26 June 99 .51199 17Ju)y-21 Au»JSt99 ..£1599 23 Oct - 13 Now 99 . . . .51OT 



INDIA: Goa Beach + faj Tour - 14 Nights 

Itherory features 10 nights at ihe HoMay Inn to Goa and 4 W '*** ,rs °* 

Rajasthofi, vtsfltog the TWt Cfty at Jaipur and the majestic fa| Mohal in Agra. 

SanordapatiMi hrn u«*n Gawct tn mbww Artw [FMrtm &«n i*b« 1 «b ««***») 

09 & 16 Ocl 99 5899 HDec99 51199 Dec99 ft -0T Jar iOO 51249 

21 Oct 99 - 04 Dec 99.. 5949 18Dec99 51549 08 Jan CO -2? Apr 00 ...£949 


Also from London-Luton 

Aberdeen • Amsterdam • Barcelona 
Belfast - Edinburgh - Glasgow ■ Inverness 
Madrid • Nice • Palma de Mallorca 


r \ a 

y.v'i ■* < 


0 } ) 




MILLENNIUM ^ BEACH 




From Liverpool 


Abo from Liverpool 

Amsterdam ■ Barcelona • Belfast • Mdaga * Nice 



It could cost you nothing 
or as little as £200 

A sponsored trek in February 2000 organised by 
Doug Scott CBE (first Briton to climb Everest). 
Help raise money for the first Tibetan STUMS in 
Bntam. Stupa building is an ancient technololgy 
that, transforms pollution, war, famine and 
disease, creating conditions for health, harmony 
and prosperity - for the whole planet 


GOA -14 Nights 

Damnum horn London GatWcfc 


Cofcxta Santa Mario 
HoMay Inn 
leeta PaJoce 


Hal Boa id 
Bed & Breakfast 
Bed & Breakfast 


18 Dec 99 
£1129 
£1799 
£2549 


25 Dec 99 
£899 
£1399 
£2199 


tamtai Coon u&ades endatte on Hghw 


Irovsftoc Beach Hotel 
Club Sun ’n' Sand 
Nyal Beach Hotel 


MOMBASA -14 Nights 

Depamm han lardon GalwcH a Manclww 

19 Dec 99 

HalBoad £1139 

AH toclustve £1289 

Hal Board 51465 


26 Dec 99 
£999 
£1249 
£1399 


vour RIGHTTO FLY for less 


fares indude taxes 
minimum 2 night stay 


m & *i-irmrr u mfaan av M »«r. waff 

t IS — > M Mw SIM >wws Dm nM B» 

i swnam Bswiocwn n naurtMn* m ora M 
iMiwnffiateu wamHomkiiw 
■win 


the new 
low cost airline 
from british airways 


• •• ? 'it*: 


Omnckriy 

inducing Sa/Sun 

Booth* coodftn* Off*. 

AI0l2hS0 AIIAVMH 


BOenrAim prices Include al peak season supplements 
The price you see Is the price you payl 

For reservations or more Infoimoflon cal 


0181 422 9966 

E-mot cnhnl0jomcri.-CO.iJk 


ASHN1L 

HOLIDAYS 


A hadngowtonat 
SocraitTiava Lta 


Estobunea 1968 


Special Interest Holidays 




Experience the world famous * Passion Play 1 

lerammersau 2000 


worldwide 

A unique selection of small group exploratory 
holidays from the UK’s leading 
adventure tour c om pany 

• Wildlife Encounters 

• Rambles, Hikes & Treks 

• Wilderness Experiences 

• Sail treks & Sea treks 
•Jungle Explorations 

• Cultural Touring 


C ombine the superb 
scenery of Austria and 
Germany with the 


save; 

U P to £700 
0n srtwrctf 

d *Piirti|,e 4 
t0 Africa a 
Australia. 

^.'VOlVfor 

dft.n/s 



Germany with the 
chance to see the world 
famous ‘Passion Play’ at 
Oberammergao on this 
fantastic 4-star break. 


" * S B 4 ^ ' 


Over 300 tours in 96 countries. Tours from 8 days to 
4 weeks. Prices from under £400 to over £3000 l 


Call 01252 760, 100 for 

ir free any of our colour brochure 


Be prepared for your free night in Paris. 
Pack a little extra. 


Eqiiarr W>fchride(IM,AUeR6iriGUii HO 
•raraapfafcauik PnSf bonded AITWATOt Z595 



With Eurostar Holidays Direct, you get 3 nights for 
the price of 2. For a brochure call 0845 07 70 777 


THE PASSION PLAY 

In the year 2000 rhe small town 
of Oberammergau. in Bavaria, 
will once again host the world 
famous ‘Passion Play’ which ir has 
enacted every decade since rhe 
year 1634. 

2000 

This is your chance ro witness this 
historic event at the turn of the 
millennium, with first class rickets 
for the 'Passion Play* and good 
quality accommodation in the 
ObcrammcTgau area, and Austria. 



()bevcv>uneri*au 2000 

OFFICIAL 
PACKAGES 


9 days from £879 

CALL NOW FOR MORE INFORMATION 

01709839839 


OB COMPLETE AND RETURN THE COUPON 
Wtms^7JOwUmM9JOOto-5Win 
S1MUVS ICLDIten - 2H0pn 


EKOffMU ^ 
GnMjfHond *> 
bffjpolff hohdnyi 

0181 747 8315 * 
Rights only 
0181 747 3108 

JLAM«4wffta> 

0161 832 1441 




CALL NOW FOR YOUR 
FREE- COLOUR BROCHURE. 


Fast dan ticket for (he Oberaiumngui 
'Passion PUy" with bndi indmled. 

Eight nights' accommodation with buffet 
breakfast and evening meals mdndeii 
AD rooms have en snhe facilities. 
Included excumorts to Kitzbnbel, Zefl- 
am-Sec, Krinunl waterfalls (entrance 
included), Sahbnrg, Nenschwanstcto 
Castle and Innsbrack. 

Travel bf deluxe, air coodinoned coach. 
Return ferry crossinp. 


lEESwuuisiCMnavHEMxwiviancBUMSsojn 


J nHHOTWKMsofosa«y«siu2s»j 

i uut % 


As if by magic, Paris arrived. 


e n r o s t a r 


Journey 

Latin 

America 


EK499 


HCLI DAYS 
street' 


1W 


Must be booked through Furostor Holidays Direct Smgk r occupancy and m tdweek supplements apply 
Full torms end conditions m SH0 brochure. Calls charged st local rate All calls are mannered for quality 


Singles abroad 

Avoid the humdrum of a package hoketay. 

~ , \ , With Abroad you will sodaBae with other 

'%3 jk i? single pwipte at our selected quaGty dednotknx 
Prices bom £399. AD you need to do Is ring 
j 01717911861 

1 to experience the Holiday of a Lifetime 
<<££> Open 3* bn ATOL 3395 . 


Paris Amsterdam 
& Brussels 


from . r'’ ; ) return 


Special Interest Holidays 


Corsica 


Greece 


SKYROS Tha Holistic Exooriooc* 
m Greece & the CarObean. 0171 
284 3065 or Www.skyroa.qom. 


holiAavs Ir ‘ Bq.ot '0 wd .Suivia. 

^ree breeh Jrv irom 
Bcrr; S'cre. 1 * S Wall jug Tom% 


HINDU KUSH & KARAKORAM VIsS 
the mountains nt HjraUsean vritfi 
trevot writer Jonriy Seaby. lit to 
WBd Frontiers 01476 57239t 


-*nO AJOL 2567 - 


CYCLING IN UNDISCOVERED 
Europe. Rno food. Mendy hotels, 
teps moved for you. Tel. Head- 
water 01606 B1 3 337 2412 ATOL 


TREK 


From: Iceland to Ecuador 
- Nepal to New Zealand 
Bolivia to Slovakia 


For our ^/Millennium brochure 



i A frica ' 

f Centra I'South 1 

r Americ a 
[H imalay a i 

| South tail * 

f Asia 
. India 
1 China 1 
^Antarctica, 


(WALKING IN UNDISCOVERED 
Europe Finn food, hand-picked 
rnKc+s. offceUcnt value lor money 
piora Guidod ana independent 
cho'cire • trag^ moved for you. 
Teirahonc Headwater 01606 B13 
33?2<:3A70L 


The Corakjm (1 bpccioUst 


France 


Discovery A 

&. Adventure! 


i wnji^i <Ar r 3'c*\ 


;OI3734SB9M:cn , 


L -\r. .jh 

nw gu <rtd X v** 


Discover 12 enchanting 
French regions on foot 

or by bike, with your 
bags mowed for you. 

Warm friendly 
hotels, fine regional 
food and wines, 
unexpected pleasures. 


Villas& 

> Cottages 

, . Many with pools. 

. FREE en route hotet 
Dust and country. 

■ PwOWEPORA 
BROCHURE ON 

0845 0701100 


oreji.- ViJ riJV-ES 


SoecU 4 j«PUt Dcpaitwcs 

•,*r\ «cnklc • 

1-wi^rx.il tJUit PasAff'sl .BtJitfi *^*rrhi( 
N«.*% KK FfT|*r» [KTr«Ul«^C 

0142*1 41)0046 

AIOL vm- .vJijomli 

2647 u.tWu giro 


HAUCI KALYMHDS IMS 

spetsfs ups/ srm tilos 

SAMOS SK0PEL0S AL0NISS0S 
Soli COMiWB VUUl a AcanmffWi, 
Smafl H state t TrrutlMui Ho.ua 

rrs au. in mm amazingly honest 
AWARD WINNING BROCHURE 


OVER 700 

VILLAS 

IN PRIME LOCATIONS 


■rwm - -j r. - man 

• - -i. L * { }• v7v.’> 

■' LGfeai 


"d r . ^ t/Ljr 


•FOR A FREE COLOUR 
BROCHURE PHONE 


FLY'DRWE CORSICA. Direct mpho 
from 
Blmnngham.Manchotaffii Gawricfc 
. Tslor-mMc holkiavs n cikkUI 
ond mountain op» & hotolB Fo» 
d brochure ring (01242)240310 
Ihnp . www ffitihoi3.co.iA) VFB 
Hondo yc Ltd. AITO ATOL 1403 


01629 824 881 

LASKARINAJ- 

^^bW-Helid^S 


01235824325 

Spain ] 


. 1 /■ . r~*- : 

' • • • • i ’ ‘•V*4T vSU 


• W.1 mk wrinAfn .uk' 


Greece 


euro 


I Far a totally new kind of 
French okportonce. 
phone now for 1999 
colour brochure. 



M) 


THE ASSOCIATION . 

op independent! 
tour operators 




01606 813 338 

wwwJwadvraterxom 

V AGO ATOLJ412 


‘W 


irV. noJioavn Ua MIND1 
^w.w ?.V. >3 
-.a jL 


nettavlwJ* c4mj> 


Greek Opdoos 


18 oanfitM • am (ton in udi dly ■ Itecsnft ennll • aH 



/^L'limiltl 40 EJftt CJJtl RMi Ufldfla WS 6£J Ttl 017153' 

A^f^ullIUnu EnnUtalw^tarioto.to.Bk: Wttww.iaisito. 

rsas lor a free brochure 

B Y* call D171 937 5855 


feoturing Mongolia, Pakistan, Iran, 

China, fUreaktoun & Turkmenistan, 
be prepared for onwa'ng journeys of colour 
and legend along the Silk Road. ,.-- r r '■ *. 


aastal rites 
iasi&Mad. 
spites. 

4EF0RA 
WIRE ON 

370 2244 

• SSMH 

PTOkSM 


81-847-474S 

dkwii 


SELECT FROM 

400 VILLAS 


SPRINGTIME SAVINGS fr. £l», 

• % .?,I6 623 May 

V4n & LfffcVtj i.tiu in QiiLtrr locsbom | 

ST0UPA PARGA. ZANTI 
& KEFALONIA. 


... k.. 






'f* 


I MONETS GARDENS . Oppodunily 
j to )cm quality escorted tour 6-B 
July hinorary Includes luU day A] 
Ohcmv. other noil known Gar- 
Ccro and guided tour ot Rouen. 
Travel by exccuihic coach via 
Eurcturmcl Cl 97 p.p Phono 
BiQtftgton Travel. Scwnoaks on 
01732 460666 lor details. ABTA 
7lS6l 


FRANCE 

01235 824320 

Renta . 


2335 


•ICB-.4C.' 

CHE2 NOUS 99* men try • 
book direct. 3000' cirvaie own- 
tiry.aH typos v'c holiday proper- 
ti« & B&B’S in Franco. Coll for 
lioe 356 page Oirertoiy. 06700 
730 730 INHG30AJ 


pi '- WHICH ONE WILL CHOOSE 


COTE D'AZUR ft PROVENCE 
Unique coOoOion of coastal wPas 
& country hOusfej with pooh. Ba)- 
ldi» Franco 0118940X20 


BRITTANY COAST delightful 
stone coflago and tour mobile 
homes, from Ci30 d » Tel 01743 
363 016 


\ CYCLE in good company along the 
i Com! du Midi horn Toulouse 10 
I tho Mad. RC Tours: 0171 *19 
I 0936 


CHEZ NOUS '9B Save inonay - 
bpc* direct. 3000* pitvale Own- 
on> - aB typos sic houusy proper - 
lies 6 b&b’s in Fiance Call lor 
tree 366 page Curclory. 08700 
730 730 (NHG25A) 


Pelrpuanne, 
. Hfdre, /Mgtrri, 
Slaathas. SLnpflut. 

.1/unusiu 
/to, f»rr I 'Miniiic vill,v. ,i 
V etir jLwii * <m,:ll inrujlt 
w ImWj. hr.aemd .( 
i ip i .'4i «/.i r >*r«b n b nh lin, 
f i/nar,.' MT6WV (ifi-rt Sjt. uhtf 

0181 995 9.52.3 

•sr* vijj; aiol i*:: 


PAN TOURS . id-day small group 
mum lu ihr) revooitag the efeo- 
slc beauty □! Greece. 0181 983 
6618 Arro ATOL 808 (Swntl Hot- 
ktaysi 

CHANtA & NW CRETE . StgNrfl #/e 
apartments. Tiamtars by uoUcot 
biduslvu. ATOL 4697. Plow* cd 
01622 630004 lor brochure or 
vtrt wv*« bnfuMtxtto eo.i* 


CATALUNYA - Plscovor Ihq real 
Catahmyo. from Ihe Pyronoes lo 
the vtorant cKy or Barcelona, db- 
covertng uvo hid don Aaima of 
Urn rugged coosi and htalariand 
In between Pnvoie vfitas and 
harers lo sun as urate? combine 

to make ihe pnted beepoho holi- 
day Call SlmpTy Spain 0191 995 
9323 ABTA VI 337 ATOL 1922 
ANDALUCIA - From Iho Costa de to 
Lik » P»o Costa Aimgita and ttw 
mool charming white washed vri- 
tages In between. Cnooao Ironri a 
wide range of rural villas and 
hotels, holidays touormado to 
your taste Cad Sftnpiy Spain 
0181 9959323 ABTA VI 337 ATOL 
1822 

WATER MU, Aiidalvcian mb. alps 
4ffi,hom C2l5fm 01269 871487 
VINTAGE SPAIN . Country houses 
srttti pools In vnopoitl areas al ' 
Catalitnvo 8 aihmiucu. 01954 
Q81431 ATOL 2787 ATTO ABTA 
ANDALUCIA: Between Granada 
and »fl. romanfle houses In odro 

Qrovoa. Pool. Ponce lor adults 
Tot 01 664 70S 321 


For a unique 
range of real holidays 
that are fully-bonded, 
flexible and 
definitely original - 
book AITO! 


Tlirkey 


Escape to 
Unspent Tiffkeyu. 


FI LO XENIA Escape Packages; Vi- 
las. hi Is. flydnvo. Malnfy maWtmd 
S unusual Islands. Aid 2817 Aito 
01422 375999 * 0101 449 1657 


THE INDEPENDENT rocommomfc 
Pure Crate. S-c village hoiota, 
spring flowers, tnwtmafclng 
sconory and cmp(Y boaches. 
0101 7060079 AW 2757 AITO 


A QUALITY selection o! Indopoa- 
dort vBao, upanmei i ls ond wnaK 
holoto. loMlod In qutoter oron ol 
Giooco. Stoupa. Zakynthos. 
Kolaionia Lolfcas, Pwoo, Pvga 
and Crola. For a 1909 Brochure 
pleaao cad D171 233 5333 Groeh 
Options LM. ATOL 4245. 
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For a FREE copy of the 
AITO Directory listing all member 
companies, please telephone 

0181 607 9080 
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Cross-canal 

hopping 

Brussels has a secret. Alongside its canal, galleries, clubs, 
bars and restaurants are sprouting up. By Clare Thomson 


P anic grips people 
who move to 
Brussels: they 
can't find any 
water, bar the 
torrents that Call 
from the sky and the spurt pro- 
duced by Manneken Pis, the 
statue of a little boy peeing. 

Adding insult to injury, the 
city's only river, a miserable 
trickle known as the Senne, 
was buried in 1866 because of 
cholera outbreaks and is only 
visible in a few hidden corners 
of the city. 

But in the poorer districts to 
the west where the well- 
heeled fear to tread, lies one of 
the oldest canals in Europe. 
Duchess Marie of Burgundy 
gave consent for a waterway in 
1477, but it took an Emperor. 
Charles V to get the project off 
the ground. 

The Willebroeck Canal, 
which was based on designs 
by Leonardo da Vinci, was 
started in 1550 - not a moment 
too soon for the disgruntled 
city burghers. Weary of the 
Senne, which frequently over- 
flowed or dried up, merchants 
who relied on the river were 
exasperated by the need to pay 
taxes to Mechelen, north of 
Brussels, through which the 
river flowed. 

When the canal was opened 
in 1561, festivities went on 
without interruption for three 
wild days. Some people called 
it the eighth wonder of the 
world, and the public transport 
connection with Antwerp, in- 
troduced in 1565, lasted for 
250 years until the coming of 
the railway. 

In the 1830s, the combina- 
tion of the railway - one of the 
first to be constructed on the 
continent - and the new Canal 
de Charleroi, which extended 
the waterway south into 
Walionia. created an urban 
revolution in western Brus- 
sels. Workers from outside 
the capital flocked to the 


flourishing industries of the 
“Manchester neighbourhood”, 
which centred on the 
commune of Molenbeek. 

The working-class, immi- 
grant area has always been a 
melting poL Locals bear the 
playful nickname “Zmneke", an 
epithet drawn from an anti- 
flooding channel of the Senne 
and meaning “mongrel". 

The mongrels of Molenbeek 
may have disgusted re- 
spectable society (“The rich 
never liked getting their feet 
wet,* shrugs one disdainful 
native), but the wealthy were 
not blind to the importance of 
the city’s rat-infested water- 
ways. They simply didn't want 
to admit they were there. 

So the well-off settled on the 
higher ground in eastern Brus- 
sels (now home to the EU’s in- 
stitutions) and enjoyed their 
elegant boulevards and flour- 
ishing parks, leaving the pro- 
les to work the waterways. 
King Leopold n even had a spe- 
cial avenue built so that he 
didn’t have to pass through 
Molenbeek on his way to the 
Royal Palace in Laeken. 

Tbday, all that's left of the 
hope and dynamism that once 
characterised western Brus- 
sels is the odd street name - 
Rue de Prosperite or Rue de 
1' Avenir - and some decaying 
social housing projects from 
the turn of the century. The 
only signs of commerce on the 
run-down Rues Birmingham 
and Liverpool are a couple of 
Arabic bakeries and small re- 
pair shops. 

Or so it seems at first 
glance. In fact, the neighbour- 
hood is enjoying something of 
a renaissance as its buildings 
are reclaimed for cultural use. 

A red-brick sugar refinery 

on Rue Manchester is set to re- 
open as a contemporary arts 
and dance centre: within the 
warehouses of Boulevard 
Barth elemy is a duster of 15 
art galleries; and Quai de 



The Shopping 
Forecast 



Journey to the 
Source 

No 10: Chocolate 

Regarded as the 
best you can buy, 

Belgian chocolate 
has its roots in 
South America 
Once drunk at 
Aztec ceremonies, 
the cocoa bean was 
brought to Europe 
by Cortez in 1520. 

The Europeans developed 
quite a passion for 
chocolate although it 
remained a luxury food 
until they worked out how 
to separate cocoa butter 
from cocoa solids and 
produce choc date as we 
now know it 

The Belgian chocolate 
industry took off in the 
late 19th century helped 
by the country’s 
colonisa tion of the Congo 
and its cocoa plantations. 
Whereas British chocolate 
is criticised as a poor 
imitation (it’s made with 
vegetable rather than 
cocoa solids), Belgian 
manufacturers kept 
standards high and added 
fresh cream finings 
(pralines). 

The Belgians are still 
fussy about their 
chocolate and like to hand 
pick their selection. Dark 
chocolate (with a high 
proportion of cocoa butter 
and cocoa solids) is 
considered the best, along 
with white chocolate (a 
mixture of milk and cocoa 
butter). And the Belgians 
should know. According to 
the Insight Guide to 
Belgium (£16.99), the 
Belgians eat a belly- 
bulging 8 kilos of 
chocolate each a year. 

Find out what all the 
fuss is about by visiting 
Brussels, known as the 
“chocolate city* to 
Japanese tour groups. 
Farh producer has their 
own secret recipe and 
chocolates are made and 
eaten here on an epic 
scale. Beyond the s ma ll 

chocolatiers and the 



commercial chocolate 
shops, look out for 
Neuhaus and Godiva. 
Godiva at 21, Grand Place 
(00 32 2 511 2537) has a 
royal warrant and a 
swarm of lip-licking 
people outside its 
indecently tempting 
window. Godiva chocolates 
cost around 128BF (£2.15) 
Cor lOOg. At Godiva's 
London shop (247 Regent 
Street Wl 0171-495 2845), 
the same amount would 
cost you £4Jft) so buy up 28 
prettily-packaged boxes in 
Brussels and use the 
money you save to indulge 
in a chocoholics tour of 
the city. Travel out on 
Eurostar (0990 186186) 
with a £69 day return 
ticket and finish your day 
Aztec-sfyle with a visit to 
Pfanete Chocolat (24. rue 
du Lombard), watching 
elaborate chocolate 
constructions take shape 
while sipping a hot 
chocolate. 

Gadget of the Week 
The Mobile Office from 
Antler’s new Xenon range 
is designed to fit 
everything a business 

- traveller needs into a 
compact and lightweight 
roller-case that complies 
with airline guidelines for 
carry-on luggage. For £99 
you get a detachable 
laptop carrier; pockets for 
a mobile phone, chargers, 
floppy disks, CD-ROMs, 
documents and 
presentation materials 
and a section for clothing 
and personal items. Call 
0161-764 5241 for stockists. 
rhiannon Batten 


Mariemont is home to the Fbol 
Moon, the city's finest jazz, funk 
and hip-hop venue. 

The authorities are, at last, 
getting more involved. Thanks 
to new political will and a more 
dynamic port authority, the 
port of Brussels -third -biggest 
in the country after Antwerp 
and Zeeb.ugge - is thriving. 
Determined to extend its in- 
ternational contacts, it recently 
agreed to twin with the 
Tunisian port of Sfax. 

There’s even a celebration 
of the canal on 8 May, with boat 
tours, firework displays, water 
sports demonstrations and 
free bike hire. 

“But it’s still hard to get peo- 
ple to go west," moans Guido 
Vhnderhulst of crusading social 
history group La Fonderie, 
which has been organising 
boat tours along the ranals of 
Brussels since 1989. 

“No one associates Brussels 
with water" To prod tourists 
and residents into actioa the 
Brussels authorities have 
constructed a new promenade 
area, scattered with bars and 
restaurants, at the boats' 
departure point on the Bassin 
Beco, opposite the Quai des 
Pdniehes. If you take a tour you 
get to see the proud but 
dishevelled remnants of old 
industries - breweries, mills, 
foundry towers and ware- 
houses - alongside somewhat 
more modem enterprises, 
such as oil refineries. 

Heading north to Laeken. 
the small pavilion on the left 
bank is the Royal Station, built 
for the exclusive use of 
Leopold n and used only five 
or so times. 

In sharp contrast to this 
monarchic extravagance, the 
opposite bank is home to the 
remains of a pioneering 19th- 
century co-operative steel- 
works. created by a socialist 
blacksmith during exile from 
France. The central building 
housed 72 families, a dining 


hall, laundry, school and even 
a medical centre. Further 
south, the Petit Chateau, now 
a temporary refuge for asylum- 
seekers, used to be the head- 
quarters of the civil guard, 
who kept watch over soda! un- 
rest in the industrial area. 

The incontestable highlight 
of the tour, however, is the 
former customs house. Tour 
& Taxis, a massive brick 
and wrought-iron structure 
through which goods were 
transferred to the rail network. 

Despite vociferous protests 
from heritage activists, it faces 
the ignominious prospect of be- 
coming an Ameri can-style rock 
stadium - a typical fate in a d ty 
that has always sacrificed the 
past for short-term gain. 

If the boat trip fails to sat- 
isfy your curiosity, other 
Rmderie tours include a stroll 
around the Quai de Briques, 
near Place Sain (-Catherine. 
The slightly forlorn pool in the 
middle is all that's left of the old 
port which, along with several 
docks, was filled in after a 
cholera outbreak 

There is nothing left of the 
magnificent glass -and-st eel- 
covered fish market either, 
thougb the seafood restau- 
rants that fringe the former 
quay provide some consola- 
tion. Heading west to the 
canal, there are umpteen ex- 
amples of early 20th-century 
housing projects, with elegant 
apartments overground-floor 
shopfronts. 

If you don’t mind being 
stared at by locals, the best way 
to wind up your wateiy trip is 
with a beer in Au Laboureur, a 
down-at-heel pub on the edge 
of touristy Brussels. Or, if 
you’re feeling particularly 
indulgent, splash out on a meal 
at Le Cheval Marin (The Sea 
Horse), a restaurant in 
baroque surroundings that has 
watched the rise and demise of 
Brussels' inner-city port since 
the 17th century. 



The crusading social history group. La Fbnderie, is tempting tourists onto Brussels' canals Christophe Chape i 


Bruges’s consolation prize 

It may be inv aded all year by tourists on short breaks, but Bruges has 
kept its annual early-music festival as a treat for locals. By David Laszlo 


fact File 


IT WAS our second visit to the 
restaurant but in Belgium's 
mini-break capital, that made 
us regulars. In the quiet canal- 
side square, we were welcomed 
like old friends. Around us. the 
discreet and elegant facades of 
Bruges's houses and churches. 
Ahead of us, delicious seafood 
and a concert of German early 
music: the last evening of a 
week of gastronomic and 
musical feasting in one of 
Europe's loveliest towns. 

The annual early-music 
festival is two weeks of top-flight 
Renaissance. Baroque and 
Romantic music from all over 
Europe. Despite its 35 years of 
existence, the festival remains 
something of an insider tip. 
and is hardly marketed at alL 
We heard about it from a 
musician friend who had per- 
formed there, but it took three 
attempts to get hold of a 
programme from the Bruges 
Iburist Office, by which time 
some concerts had sold out 
Once we got there, however, we 
realised that despite the in- 





Bruges - more than just a 
pretty place Brian Harris 

teraationai repertoire and 
world-famous talent this was. 
in many ways, a local festival. 

In a city full of tourists, the 
audiences were almost entirely 
Flemish. The difficulties we 
experienced getting informa- 
tion and tickets weren't hostility 
or indifference, just lack of 
practice. And the festival isn't 
marketed in the UK because it 
doesn't need to be: the concerts 


are sell-outs without the help of 
foreigners. The concerts feel 
like 3 consolation prize to the 
citizens of Bruges for losing 
their city to the tourists. 

Early-music specialists hare 
been expanding the definition 
“early", and the next festival 
includes music up to the 19th 
century, played on authentic 
instruments. The focus of the 
1999 programme will be music 
from Mediterranean countries. 

Concert venues are mostly 
churches and ticket prices are 
reasonable. At the lunchtime 
performances, which are held 
in a concert halJ. the repertoire 
is less well known so you can 
make some real discoveries. 
Tickets are sold on the door. 

You do. however, need to 
book the evening concerts well 
in advance. Contact the tourist 
office for a programme as early 
as possible. During the two 
weeks of the festival, at the end 
of July and the beginning of 
August, you could attend two 
concerts a day every’ day. We 
had a week, and decided to 


combine concert days with 
days spent exploring the city. 

Bruges is ideal for this kind 
of slow-paced tourism. The tiny 
medieval city, criss-crossed 
with canals and bridges, is full 
of attractive pubs, elegant 
shops, and small scale muse- 
ums where you can happily 
spend the hours between the 
end of lunch and the early 
evening beer. 

By the third day. we had 
tired of complete inactivity and 
joined one of Bruges's many 
bike tours. The Bat towpaths 
and frequent stops meant that 
this was an easy ride even for 
out-of-practice cyclists. 

In fact, the last thing you 
want to have in this city of 
narrow cobbled streets is a 
car. We travelled by Eurostar to 
Brussels, with a quick connec- 
tion to Bruges, promising 
ourselves a day’s car hire for a 
trip out if boredom set in. In the 
event, we didn't even consider 
leaving Bruges. We had found 
that rare thing a genuinely 
relaxing holiday. 


Brussels: 

Contact the Tourist 
Office for Brussels 
and Ardennes (0171-867 
0311) for more information 
about canal tours. 

Bruges: 

The 36th Festival Musica 
Antiqua runs from 24 July 
to 7 August 1999. Fbr a 
programme and bookings 
call 00 32 50 44 86 86. David 
Laszlo paid £284 for return 


travel on Eurostar and five 
nights B&B 

accommodation through 
VFB (01242 2403361. 
Brouwerij Straffe Hendrik 
is at Walplein 26, 3000 
Brugg (00 32 50 33 26 97). 
Bike Tours cost BF450 
(£7.50) per person from 
The Back Road Bike Co (00 
32 50 34 30 45>. 

For further information 
contact Tourism Flanders 
Brussels on 0171-458 0044 


Wildlife Wonders of Zimbabwe 

visiting Harare, Great Zimbabwe Ruins, Bulawayo, Hwange National Park, Victoria Falls & Lake Kariba 


H ere is a wonderful opportunity to make a 
comprehensive tour of the highlights of 
Zimbabwe at an attractive tariff. Fly 
British Airways from London Catwick to Harare, 
and stay at one of Africa's finest hotels, the 5- 
star deluxe Meikles. From Harare drive south via 
the ruins of Great Zimbabwe, after which the 
country is named, to Bulawayo and see the old 
British Club and Matopos Hills where Cecil 
Rhodes is buried. 

From Bulawayo drive west through 
Matebeleland to the Hwange National Park for 
one night and onwards to the 5-star Hniet 
Elephant Hills for two nights. The Hwange 
National Park is home to many of the wild 
animal species of Southern and Eastern Africa 
including elephant, lion and rhino and many 
different species vf birds. This circuit around [he 
beautiful country of Zimbabwe concludes with a 
flight to Lake Kariha and the Lakeview Inn lor 
two nights before returning to Harare once 
more and the return flight to London Catwick. 
It should be noted that this tour represents 
remarkable value in that the tariff is hundreds uf 
pounds lower than can be found elsewhere. 
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incredible 
beach club 
bargains 


7 nights 
early season 
from only 



flights, food, wine, 
sailing, windsurfing, 
waterskiing, tennis, 
watersports tuition, 
canoeing, volieyball, 
aerobics & over 2's 
kids' dubs. 

book today 

0171 761 7000 

wwwmarkwarnettauk 

markwamer 

beach clubs 


Corsica ■ Greece • Italy • Turkey • Sardinia 
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The lost heart of South America 


Paraguay is probably the most distinctive, eccentric and lovable country in Latin America. By Hugh O’Shaughnessy 


U he trouble with 

V I 1 Paraguay is that 

SI we're an island sur- 

I rounded by land." 

ffl Thus does my 

Mend Julio Cesar 
describe the fate of a country in the 
centre of one of the world’s biggest 
land masses but which is the most 
isolated, idiosyncratic and indeed en- 
joyable of all the countries of the 
Western Hemisphere for a foreign- 
er to visit Isolation and otherness 
are in the Paraguayan blood. 

Some Latin American countries 
are so similar that you could be for- 
given for not remembering which 
one you were in. In Paraguay you 
could never think you were any- 
where else. 

To keep the Paraguayans from 
foreign entanglements 150 years 
ago. the dictator Franda forbade 
anyone to leave or enter the coun- 
try. Foreigners who got here had to 
stay. But thank God Paraguayans 
are a little behind the times; it 
makes them kind, friendly and wel- 
coming as no others. 

Not much has changed here 
since Henry Pilling, the retired 
bank manager from south London 
and hero of Graham Greene's novel 
Trauds with My Aunt, arrived a 
decade or two ago. Greene addicts 
will remember he settled here, mar- 
ried the police chief's teenage 
daughter and devoted his declining 


years to a life of gentle smuggling. 
Today, as in Filling's time, the hot 
winter sun beats down and even 
when the tropica] heavens open, the 
rain falls as warm water and does 
nothing to bring the temperature 
below 95E 

General Alfredo Stroessnec the 
man who ruled the country with a 
cheque book in one hand and a wood- 
en dub with projecting nails in the 
other; has been in exfle in Brazil for 
a decade now but his cronies, quar- 
relling among themselves, still rule. 

The only difference today is that 
you don't necessarily goto prison for 
scrawling anti-Stroessner slogans on 
the walls. The usual summer torpor 
is more marked this year with the 
economy and political scene in a 
slump. Greene would certainly 
recognise it There was some polit- 
ical turbulence in the streets last 
month - the vice-president was shot 
dead, apparently at the behest of the 
president but he has fled, the affair 
is over and there is no reason to call 
off a visit The capital, Asundon is 
a good deal safer than many cities 
in neighbouring Brazil. 

And there is a lot beneath the ap- 
parent tropical torpor This is the 
only country on the continent of 
America where under Spanish colo- 
nialism the indigenous people, the 
Guarani, maintained themselves. 
There is certainly a thick layer of 
declamatory Spanish civilisation 


which embraces a long line of gen- 
erals and dictators, not just Stroess- 
ner but Morinigo, Estigarribia, 
LOpez. Francia and dozens more. 
Modern Western ghastliness has ar- 
rived in the form of Burger King, one 
or two shopping arcades. Citibank 
and parking meters. 

But Paraguay remains some- 
thing other; a country which despite 
its drawbacks is nicer to visit than 
any of its neighbours. 


Perhaps it's the Indian influence: 
the Guarani language is widely spo- 
ken and written. Indeed, perhaps 
half the population speaks no Span- 
ish. The pace of life is quiet; in the 
countryside there is a closeness to 
nature which springs from the fact 
that the Guarani were, and still are 
in some places, nomadic people, 
hunters and gatherers. “There is a 
Paraguayan philosophy. I tell my stu- 
dents to think hard about it," says 


Fact file 



Getting there 

There are no direct 
flights from the UK to 
Paraguay. Here are 
some alternatives. 
Journey Latin America <0181- 
747 3108) has a fare of £635 to 
Asuncion via Madrid on Iberia. 
Or; fly to the Iguacu Palls at the 
east of Paraguay; Argentina and 
Brazil have airports close to the 
Paraguayan border. South 
American Experience <0171-976 
5511) offers a fore of £462 to 
Buenos Aires on Aerolineas 
Argentinas ivia Madrid), with a 
£192 return to Iguacu. 

Getting around 

You can bufld a trip to Paraguay 


into the new improved 
Mercosur Air Pass which gives 
you laughably cheap transport 
around Argentina. Brazil. Chile. 
Paraguay and Uruguay, eg from 
Eahia. home of Afro-Brazilian 
culture to Cape Horn. The pass 
is issued with a transatlantic 
ticket for travel on most airlines 
from these countries and in 
different prices and distances 
For instance, the 4.200km pass 
costs you just £250. 

Accommodation 

Highly recommended is the 
ancient but spacious, 
comfortable and Mendly Gran 
Hotel del Paraguay at de la 
Residenta 902 <00 595 12 200051) 


Benno Glaiser, who teaches philos- 
ophy at the university: Transport, or 
the lack of it, provides big dues to 
the Paraguayan soul. 

For some months now Asuncion 
hasn't been what it was. They've 
taken away the ancient tramcars 
which clattered up and down the hiDs 
of the capital for years after their re- 
tirement from Brussels <1 always 
used to wonder what Paraguayans 
made of the notices inside them in 



Flemish and French which prohib- 
ited spitting.) Anyway they’re gone, 
replaced by old buses. 

But enthusiasts for antique 
modes of transport need not despair 
Every Saturday and Sunday morn- 
ing at the 19th-century station, even 
more ancient locomotives are 
steamed up with a wood Ere in 
their bellies and sent down the 
track for an hour or two with one bat- 
tered carriage full of happy 
Paraguayans to Lake Ypacarai, the 
country's counterpart to the Essex 
Riviera resort of Leigb-on-Sea. 

The old locos, one of them Eng- 
lish. are beloved of their drivers. 
‘‘You get an affection for them, ” says 
Juan as he piles logs into the boil- 
er. It burns 20 cubic metres of wood 
there and back. The return fore is 
3,000 Guaranies <60 pence). 

A car will get you there in half an 
hour but it's not as jolty as the 
train. Though it’s onty I3kms long, 
Ypacarai is the nearest the 
Paraguayans get to a seaside and 
there’s enough room for good water- 
skiing or just lazing on the sand. 

It is not so long ago that these an- 
cient trains, together with almost 
equally ancient river boats, were the 
only means of getting to the wet trop- 
ical plain in the heart of South 
America that is Paraguay. 

The port too, is much as it was 
when Graham Greene described it 
in his novel. It stands not far from 


the foot of the Presidential Palace, 
the Palacio de Lopez. According to 
legend, in the middle of the last cen- 
tury its British architect Alonzo Tay- 
lor, adopted the design from one he 
bad prepared for Keble College, 
Oxford, but which sadly came sec- 
ond in the competition. With its 
tower and pinnacles and Victorian 
gothic look the Palacio. like the sta- 
tion, has a touch of the Palace of 
Westminster about it and sits oddly 
in the centre of South America. 

There is-not much international 
passenger traffic on the river these 
days but the river is still the main 
highway to many places up country, 
lied up beside the quay was the 
good ship Guarani, which has 
brought its cargo of river fish, a bat- 
tered car; tons of slaked lime and 
passengers down from Vailemi, two 
days to the north. After the steve- 
dores precariously manoeuvred the 
car from off the hold they set to 
bringing the lime out from the hold. 
Meanwhile enormous fish of species 
unknown elsewhere were hauled out 
from the fb’c’sle to the delight of the 
capital's waiting fishwives. 

I must take that boat up to 
Vailemi one of these days. I'm sure 
there would be someone aboard 
who. to pass the time, would teach 
me the first elements of the Guarani 
language as we chug up the great 
Paraguay River into the unknown 
heart of South America. 


When a rest is as good as a climb 

If your idea of a hike is a stroll across Hampstead Heath, the thought of climbing Aconcagua - 
the highest mountain in the world outside Asia - will make you need to lie down. By Justin Rowlatt 


rr WAS the most dangerous section 
of the mountain. The wind was pick- 
ing up and we had to negotiate an 
ice-covered path 2km above the 
valley floor. The problem was I 
couldn't seem to trust my legs any- 
more. I had just climbed to the top 
of Aconcagua - at almost 7.000m, the 
highest mountain in the world out- 
side Asia - and I was suffering from 
the altitude. It wasn't that Td lost all 
co-ordination, but 1 was walking as 
though I was more than a little tipsy. 

Until now, my idea of a hike had 
been a Sunday afternoon stroll on 
Hampstead Heath. That's until a 
mountain-minded Mend persuaded 
me that it was time I attempted 
something “a little more ambitious’’. 

I began to regret my decision on 
my very first day in Argentina when, 
sitting in an elegant Buenos Aires 
cafe, enjoying a ca$6 chico and the 
chatter of Argentine high society I 
read that a Czech hiker had died on 
Aconcagua of altitude sickness. 

Two more bodies were brought 
down the mountain on mules the day 
before we began the hike. A fero- 
cious storm hid struck the highest 
camp on the mountain, tearing tents 
apart Two walkers had been caught 
unawares and died of hypothermia. 
Their deaths brought the year’s 
total to five fatalities. Yet 1999 has 
apparently been a good year. 

Fd been warned that there was. 
on average, one death in 300 
Climbers on Aconcagua. Compared 
with other mountains, that’s not 
too dangerous but I was horrified - 
horrified that I had let myself in for 
such a perilous enterprise, and 
appalled by the senseless death of 



The Andes as seen from Aconcagua Pictures Colour Library 


these people. At the same time, 
though. Ill admit that part of me was 
excited tty this proximity to danger. 

The real surprise was just how 
unexciting most of the hiking up 
Aconcagua was. This is no soaring 
cathedral of a mountain but rather 
a great mass of dark rock circled by- 
sweeping scree slopes. There is a 
certain magnificence in its bulk, 
but the attraction is its height and 
the ease of access. Most of the 
deaths are down to inexperienced. 


unguided people being careless. 

This is - famously - the highest hike 
in the world. Three thousand viators 
a year tread the well-defined path 
that zigzags up Aconcagua’s flank. 

But there are still two great 
challenges in climbing Aconcagua: 
the altitude and the weather. I had 
my first taste of altitude after the 
two-day hike up to base camp: a tent 
dty perched 4.00Gm up the mountain 
on the lateral moraine of a glacier. 
It was a nauseous, detached feeling 


accompanied by a pounding head- 
ache and I felt as if my brain was 
swelling in my skull, which it 
probably was. 

There's no sure way of avoiding 
the effects of altitude, but they can 
be minimised with proper acclima- 
tisation. The climbers' mantra - 
climb high, sleep low - mighl be 
better rephrased as walk a little bit 
then rest a lot. We bad three whole 
day's resting and some days we 
walked for as little as three hours ... 
and then rested some more. 

I like to rest. The problem is 
there’s not a great deal to do on the 
lateral moraine of a glacier. There 
are no plants or animals, just rock 
and ice and, although the views are 
stunning, they don’t change. I could 
trace most of the route up the moun- 
tain from my tent and, until summit 
day wherever we camped we got 
slight variations of the same view. 

Fellow climbers provided an 
amusing diversion but, compared 
with typical Aconcagua Man (it’s 
mainly males who climb it), my 
weekend rambles don’t make for 
good yarns and I was soon ready for 
a break from all the resting. 

Walking at altitude is much like 
walking elsewhere but it takes much 
longer and hurts more. We snaked 
up the mountain like a great long 
millipede and there was a pleasant 
hypnotic quality in the steady 
monotony. I was lucky: I didn’t suffer 
much from the altitude and, weath- 
erwise. we had warm sunny days 
and. bv the standards of Aconcagua, 
little wind. If you aren’t lucky, it can 
be hell on earth. Winds of 130km per 
hour are not unusual, and the 


temperature in summer can fall to 
-0C. giving a wind chill that doesn't 
bear thinking about 

Summit day arrived and we set 
out for the top at 3.30ain on a 
freezing morning. By the time dawn 
broke we were way above the clouds, 
above everyth ing. At one point we 
could see the shadow cast by 
Aconcagua across what seemed 
like tiie entire Andes. As if to 
compensate for these great views, 
the hiking got very tough. At these 
altitudes your muscles get 20-30 
per cent of sea-level oxygen and it’s 
very tiring, like a 12-hour marathon 
but stopping to pant after every step. 

Suddenly, though, we were there. 
Fbr 10 minutes we were on Lop of the 
highest of the high Andes with the 
world stretching away below us. 
Then the clouds swirled in and we 
could have been on an icy slab of 
rock almost anywhere. 

Now all we had to do was walk 
back down. That’s when my legs 
went. The guide tied a rope around 
my chest and led me down the 
difficult bit like a dog on a lead. A 
trifle humiliating, perhaps, but 
nothing that couldn't be cured by a 
jolly good rest. 

The best time to climb Aconcagua 
is at the end of December, so now 
fa the time to start preparing. Ftp 
to Santiago. C/iiie: fares are as imt’ 
as €400 return, though they rise 
steeply in December. Next, take a 
fire-hour. £20 bus ride to the Ar- 
gentine city of Mendoza, to secure 
the appropriate permit. For more 
details, consult the 'South American 
Handbook' ^Footprint. £22.99) 


THEATRICALS AND 

Thieves in Bogota 


PLENTY OF people get robbed 
in Bogota, and with one killing 
every hour, the Colombian 
capital is possibly the most 
murderous city in the world. So 
it is all the stranger, and oddly 
terrifying, that some villains 
indulge in theatrical robbery. 

I had come from village life 
in Tobago, so on the afternoon 
of the robbery I am in the 
wrong frame of mind for a large 
South American city. I enter a 
bank and ask if I can change a 
traveller's cheque. The answer 
is no. but a man in a suit, who 
is reading a paper in the bank's 
foyec says he knows where I 
can. “Man A" is middle-aged, 
rich- looking and Mendly. He 
takes me to an Lmex exchange 
bureau. I change the money 
while he waits. 

As we leave. I am becoming 
suspicious. A couple of minutes 
later a man crosses in front of 
us and drops a large wad of 
pesos. This is “Man B”. Man A 
picks it up. I think he is going 
to steal it so I approach Man B 
and tell him Man A has his 
money. He waves me away and 
walks in another direction. 

Man A now takes me into a 
cafe. 1 am befuddled, but think: 
“how typical - he wants a free 
meal for helping me." We sit 
down and ask for two drinks. 1 
ask Man a his profession and 
he shows me his business 
card: furniture supplier. I 
believe him. 

Man B comes in sweating 
and looking worried. He is 
wearing a suit and tie. He 
produces a small money bag 
with a zip and says his monev 
fell out of it. and asks for it 
back. He shows an identity 


card for a public transport 
company and says it is their 
money. He asks Man A to show 
him his iMan A’s) money. 

Man A produces a huge wad of 
pesos (it must have been more 
than $1,000 worth). Man B 
shouts at Man A: “There is 
more!" Man A then produces 
the wad dropped in the street, 
and hands it to Man B. 

I begin to feel I have 
stumbled into a Gabriel Garda 
Marquez story. Man B says: •*! 
dropped more money!" Man A 
denies he has it. which I know 
is true since he has handed 
over all the money Man B 
dropped. Then Man B asks me 
to produce my money. I refuse. 
A policeman walks in and sits 
three tables away. The cafe is 
full. Man A and Man B become 
more heated. I'm nervous. I 
think: “Til show Man B the 
money l got from lmex and the 
exchange receipt and that will 
settle things.” 

I take out the receipt and 
nty money, and count it out in 
front of him. Man B grabs it 
from across the table. I shout; 
“No!" Man B examines the 
wad and agrees that it is not 
nis money. He appears to put 
niy money in his money bag 
and hands it back. Man A and 
Man B get up and rush out 
At this moment I find that 
the bag does not open ithe zip 
has been tampered with) and I 
realise r have been robbed. 
After 30 seconds I manage to 
open the bag and find a wad of 
worthless paper. The tourist 
ponce call Man A “El Contra", 
and say they cannot find him 
or his accomplice. 

Andrew James 
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48 hours ... in Montreal 

Feel like a spot of Canada dry? Head for Montreal and its festive mix of French and English culture. By Cleo Paskal 


Why go now? 

After months of hibernation. Montrealers are 
coming out of their dens and wandering around the 
streets in a dazed euphoria, winter is dead and the 
wake will last all summer with world class festivals 
: (jazz, theatre, comedy. Him. dragon boats, beer), a 
Grand Prix and enormous amounts of sun cream- 
slathered flesh. Just about any event will be turned 
Into a major parry - any excuse to wear T-shirts 
outdoors. 


Beam Down 

Two scheduled airlines fly between Heathrow and 
Montreal; British Airways (0345 222111} and Air 
Canada (0990 247226). Until July fares cost 
around £350 return. You can expect to pay around 
£50-£1 00 less on a charter flight, of which there 
will be several from Gacwick from May onwards. 



The futuristic apartments built for the 1976 Olympic Games 



DE-LOR1MJER 


A Walk In The Park 

The Botanical Gardens ©. out in the East 
End (near the spaceship-esque stadium left 
over from the '76 Olympics) is second in the 
world only to Kew Gardens. Really, it even 
has an Insecrarium with occasional insect 
tastings. And. If the weather is bad (or even if 
it’s not), just across the load is the Biodome 
©. a spectacular indoor wildlife 
park/aqiuriurrv'ecosystem. The Botanical 
Gardens and Insectarium is at 4101 
Sherbrooke East (00 l 514 872 >400} and 
the Blodome is at 4777 Ave Pierre-de- 
Cou herein (00 1 514 868 3000). 

Demure Dinner 

T here are enough top chefs in Montreal to 
sink any diet. One of the best places to dine is 
Restaurant Chez Chez © (1402 de TEglise. 
Saint Laurent. 00 1 514 744 0590). a 
romantic French restaurant in the northern 
part of Montreal. Go more than twice and the 
waiter will know your name and culinary 
predilections. Prices are very reasonable, at 
$15-525 (£6. 50-El 0.50) for a three course 
meal. If you prefer cheap, fattening food 
served by sullen waiters, the old Montreal 
stand-by is Schwartz's © 13895 St Laurent. 
00 1 514 842 4813) in the cholesterol- 
clogged heart of The Main, renowned for its 
delicious smoked meat sandwiches and surly 
service. A meal should set you back about 
S10 (£4.50). And 5 lbs. 


1 Botanic □ 

| Gardens 

r© 

I Olympic 
stadium 


Biodome 

© 


Take A Ride 

Ever want to cake a cruise in the comfort of your own bus? Well, 
now you can. The Amphi-bus (00 1 514 349 5181} will drive you 
around the streets of Montreal and chen right into the S: Lawrence 
River. Just remember to keep the windows wound up. It leaves from 
the Old Port, daily from l May. and costs $13 (E8) for adults. $15 
(£6.50) for concessions. 


| Lunch on the Run 

; Montreal is home to two of the best culinary oddities on the planet. The first is poutine. a 
j concoction made from french fries, gravy and cheese curds. The second is the Orange Julep, 
j a drink made from a secret recipe chat seems to Involve orange juice, milk and sugar. Both 
! caste better than they sound. Routine you can find everywhere, including McDonald's. But 
! there are only two places you can get real Orange Juleps, both run by members of the family 
J that invented it. One has a real 50s diner feel and is on Sherbrooke (Orange Julep ©- 3100 
£ i Sherbrooke East. 00 1 514 522 3711) on the way out to the Olympic Stadium. The otheT is a 

* > bit north of downtown but the bonus of rhis branch is that it's shaped like an enormous 

* orange [Orange Julep @. 7700 Decarie. 00 1 514 73B 7486). 
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With the end of winter the city is waking up / 

; £ 

An AperitiF 

St Laurent Avenue (aka The Main), north from Sherbrooke 
street, is the place to go for everything From cappuccino to 
cocktails. The range of places to see and be seen In rs 
staggering. Waves of immigrations and recent gentrification 
have produced a street that offers everything from 
Bulgarian delis to ultra-trendy discos (yes, such a thing 
exists), in most cases people are friendly and the area is 
considered a demilitarised zone in the Freneh-versus- 
everyone-else tensions. Friday night swing dancing at the 
Portuguese-owned Bar Sr- Laurent © (5550 St Laurent. 00 
1 514 273 2359) is amuse. 



Sunday Brunch 

Traditionalists head to Beauty's Restaurant 
© (93 Mont Royal West. 00 1 514 849 
88B3) for freshly-squeezed orange juice 
and pancakes with maple syrup. 
Traditionalists of a different sort head to 
Chinatown © (St Laurent Avenue, south 
of R£ne Levesque) for dim sum. 


Get Your Bearings 

Montreal is a 494 square kilometre island 
In the St Lawrence seaway, bisected 
north/south by Sherbrooke street Q and 
east/west by St Laurent Avenue 0 
Historically, easr of St Laurent was French 
speaking, west of St. Laurent was English 
speaking, and St Laurent itself was the 
Jewish quarter. Over the years, most 
Jewish people have moved and the 
Engllsh/French divide has softened. If you 
stick to well-trodden tourist routes, you 
should be able to get by just fine in 
English, but should you feel like straying, 
make sure you have a phrase book handy. 
Quebec French is quite, er, unique. 


Lafontaine Park 
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Check In 

] The grand old dame of Montreal hotels is the ‘*f 
Queen Elizabeth Hotel ©. 900 Rene Levesque ;;■* 
Blvd W. Montreal (UK sales; 01 7 1 -389 1 1 26 or N 
www.cphotels.ca). This is where John Lennon and fS 
Yoke Ono gave peace (and sleeping-in) a chance. £3 
It's where Nelson Mandela. Gerard Depardieu and ~;j 
Liberate stayed. And. of course. Queen Elizabeth. =j 
Rooms range from $1 50-S300 (£65-£T 30) a ^ 

night. Suites can fetch anything from 5450 to Js 
$2300 (£ 1 90-E970). If you like to avoid world 
leaders and French film stars, consider Hotel de ^ 
Paris ©- 901 . rue Sherbrooke East. Montreal, t^j 
1001 514 522 6861 or hdeparis/§>microtec.net) a •)] 
small, comfortable, central hotel with everything 
from budget rooms to suites with kitchenettes. ah 
A nd. if you're really broke, try Hostelling 
International Montreal 0 1 030 Mackay Street, prl 
Montreal (00 1 51 4 843 331 7 or by 

www.hostellingmoncreal.com). Dorm rooms cost 
members $1 7.50 (£7.50) and private rooms S26 
(£ 1 1 ) per person (under-1 2s are free). &§ 
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^^Nrjtre Dame is one o^tomreal's Jpvelies t churches 

•fPrake A Hike 

j 1 3 Montreal is a port city and has been since the Europeans 
first arrived with a cargo full of trinkets and a greedy 
gleam in their eye. The area around the first docks (the 
' * Old Port)© has recently been revamped and a walk along 

^ the port offers in-line skating, jet-boating, cruises, biking 
and an I max cinema. From there, you can amble chrough 
the Old Gty o . at 357-years-old a veritable dinosaur by 
North American standards. It offers narrow. Ragstone 
streets, historical museums and a few splendid churches. 
And. yes. the trinkets are still available. 
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^ Icing On The Cake 

Montreal is not so much cake and icing as bagels, cream cheese 
try •• and Iok; fresh, oven cooked bagels, creamy cream cheese and 
^ fresh smoked salmon. Whatever political problems exist in 

Quebec. Montreal is. by and large, just too cool a dey to let them 
affect it. French. English, Greek. Haitian, and Tamil alike, can be 
.. found munching on bagels and letting a dey-wide appreciation 
for the good things in life win out over more minor cultural 
^ differences. If only die politicians would eat more bagels... 


Cultural Afternoon 

Just across the river. 1 5 minutes south 
of Montreal. Is the Kahnawake, home 
to the Mohawks. Very much a living 
community, throughout the summer the 
Mohawks offer activities to help visitors 
leam a bit more about native Canadian 
culture. The Old Indian Village puts on 
daily exhibitions oF songs, dances, aits 
and crafts (00 1 450 638 6521). There 
is also a good dinner show that includes 
traditional food and dance (00 1 450 
638 9699). S10 (£4.20) guided walks 
(answerphone: 00 1 450 635 7289) 
and. in July, a Row-Wow. 
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* Central Sunday Morning: Go To 

^station Church 

I jjP According to Mark Twain, you can't 

' * ? *• throw a rock in Montreal without 

~ hitting a church, though it's not 
*?■ J', recommended you try. One of Lhe 

^ -IT £’ * loveliest is Notre Dame Basilica © In 

$?■ ^ the Old Qty (424 St Sulpeca Street. 

^ g Montreal. 00 1 5!4 842 2925). Try to 

X: 9 catch a Montreal Symphony Orchestra 

c concert there. It's magical. 


Window Shopping 

Forget shopping in New York, given the exchange rate. Canada is just 
about the best deal going. And Montreal, with its vast underground 
city of interconnecting malls and sense of style, combines quality 
with quantity in a weather -defying temple to consumerism. After you 
have shopped your way around the city, be sure to get your tax back 
(around 1 5 per cent). If you spend over 5200 (before taxes), take 
your receiprs. the goods, your credit card, photo ID. your address, 
and evidence of how you will leave Canada (air/bus. rail ticket or 
vehicle registration] to the Maple Leaf office at the Eaton Centre on 
Sainte-Catherine and University ©. Or just call (00 I 514 847 0982). 





Global Agenda 


Speyside 

The area to the north of 
Scotland's Grampian mountains 
has a particularly favourable 
climate for cultivating barley - 
it gets plenty of sunshine and 
little r ainfall - and this has 
spawned a thriving whisky . 
industry, with more than 50 
distilleries churning out the 
country’s national drink. The 
1999 Spirit of Speyside Whisky 
Festival is not only your chance 
to sample some of the produce 
in a fournlay programme of 
tastings, hut also to leam more 
about its creation and history 
from assembled experts. And if 
any member of your parly is 
teetotal, there are plenty of 
other diversions on offer; such 
as cask-building, cookery 
demonstrations, a concert, a 
ceilidh and a tour of a 
cashmere milL 

Various locations in Speyside 
(01343550044.) from Friday 
until 19 April 

Thailand 

Although Thailand has long 
since adopted the Western 
practice of celebrating New 
Yfear on 1 January the three- 
day festival of Songkran - a 
Sanskr it ward meaning the 
beginning of the new solar year 
-is stall celebrated. Songkran 
has its roots in the religious 
ritual bathing of family elders 


Lg£ ... • •$fiaaiay • • 




and images of Buddha, though 
this has degenerated down the 
years into an excuse for huge 
water fights - no doubt partly 
prompted fay this being the 
hottest season of the yean While 
you're dodging buckets of water, 
look out for stray birds and fish: 
another custom is releasing 
these back into the wild after 
buying them at market 
Various locations in Thailand 
<00 $6 77 281 828 288 8179) from 
Tuesday until Thursday 

Dublin 

Bernardo Bertolucci, Fiona 
Shaw, Nefl Jordan, Jan 
McKellen - these are just some 
of the l uminari es lined up to 
make an appearance at the 14th 
Dublin Film Festival. Tbpped 


and tailed by the world 
premieres of two Irish films - 
Cathal Black’s Love and Rage . 
starring Greta Scacchi, and 
Deborah Warner’s The Last 
September, starring Fiona 
Shaw and Michael Gambon - 
this year’s festival is made up of 
five strands; Cinema Ireland, 
First Film Europe, Spirit of 
America, Europe in Focus: 

Spain and a documentary 
programme. There will also be 
seminars, a writing/directing 
masterclass with Mike Figgis 
and a special section devoted to 
images of disability on film. 
Various venues m 353 1 679 
2927) from Thursday until 
25 April 

Vienna 

Cuba - Los mapas del deaeo 
(“maps of desire") aims to 
provide a unique insight into 
this often misunderstood 
country by contrasting the 
viewpoints of and the subjects 
chosen by a variety of artists. 
Through the exploration of their 
experiences of homosexuality, 
emigration, spirituality and 
feminism in relation to Cuba, 
the artists create a complex but 
revealing chronicle. 

Kunstholle Wieru 
Museumsquartier, Vienna (00 
43 1521 S933 » until 30 May, 60 
schillings 

SHARON GJETHINGS 


24-Hour Room Service: Pavilion hotel, London 


„ IF NEXT year 

^ follows the 

same pattern 
IE Tjj as this, and you 

r€f sr 7 fW ‘99 fancy sleeping 

alongside a 
clutch of raod- 
gSas'i els, you could 
w 1 do worse than 
book a room at 

The Pavilion Hotel during Lon- 
don Fashion Week. The place was 
practically booked out by the top 
model agencies during last Feb- 
ruary’s Fashion Week, and each 
of the genetically blessed guests 
sashayed away with a designer 
goody bag (containing facial 
spritzers, Nicky Clarke condition- 
er; Planet Organic jungle juice, 
Vivienne Westwood perfume and 
Ministry Magazine) to help 
them through a week of 
strenuous catwalking. 

The concept behind the •‘bou- 
tique” (there are only 30 rooms) 
hotel is that people can indulge 
their glamorous side without pay- 
ing correspondingly swanky 
prices - guests include pop stars 
(Jarvis Cocker, Skunk Anansie) 
and models (Karen Elson is a 
regular). The hotel’s opulent 
decor is also often used as a film 
backdrop - so this could be your 
big chance. 

LOCATION, LOCATION, 
LOCATION 

34-36 Sussex Gardens. London 
W2 lUL (tel: 0171-262 0903; fax: 




mm 




0171-262 1324, e-mail; 
wwwjnsi.com mt/pavilion/) . 
About as central to London as 
you’d want to be, the hotel is 
within walking distance of Oxford 
Street and Queensway (for shop- 
ping and eating) and Hyde Park 
and Notting Hill (for space, the 
Serpentine Galleiy and posing.'. 
Transport: If you don’t want to 
risk scuffing your Manolos with 
unnecessary pavement- 
pounding. totter down to 
Edgware Road and jump on the 
nearest bus. 

Edgware Road is also on the 
Bakerloo. Circle, District, and 
Hammersmith and City Tube 
lines, a five-minute walk away 
from the Central Line tube sta- 
tion at Lancaster Gate and about 
the same distance from Padding- 
ton station. If you're feeling 
really lazy, a taxi ride to Covent 
Garden costs about £6. 


Time Co an incemacfonaf air- 
port: Paddington is also the 
departure point for the Heathrow 
Express, with terminals l, 2 and 
3 a very fast us minutes) but ex- 
pensive (£10 one-way adults, free 
for children if booked in advance) 
journey away. 

ARE YOU LYING 
COMFORTABLY? 

Rooms here are music-hall- 
esque: loud, kitsch, over-the-top 
and upfront. Each room is 
themed (potted ferns in 
Casablanca Nights, beaded cur- 
tains in Honky Took Afro./aur- 
wood panels and tartan in 
Highland Fling and so on) and 
all are en suite. The emphasis is 
on fun and, although all the 
rooms are comfortable and well- 
equipped, bedrooms and shower- 
rooms (a few have baths) are on 
the small side. 


Freebies: London Fashion Week 
is the time to stay if it's freebies 
you’re after each year the hotel 
conies up with a new idea for 
guests, from designer goody bags 
(see intro) to complimentary In- 
dian bead-massages. At other 
times, it’s just the usual soap and 
shampoo. 

Whac to book: The most popu- 
lar room in the hotel is the art 
deco/Moorish -style Casablanca 
Nights, but choose your room 
with care; the bright colours and 
loud decorations may not be alto- 
gether conducive to a good 
night’s sleep. Visit 
www.eoLnetmt/paviiion to pre- 
view the rooms - it will help you 
to malm your choice. 

Keeping in couch: There are 
telephones and TVs in every 
room but no radios and no Inter- 
net access, and you’ll have to 
visit reception if you need to send 
or receive a fax. 

THE BOTTOM LINE 

Single rooms cost £60, double 
rooms £90. The price includes 
continental breakfast and this is 
delivered to your door - a big 
plus for anyone who doesn't feel 
they can face the world on an 
empty stomach. 

I’m not paying that: The Pavil- 
ion Hotel is offering readers of 
The Independent a 10 per cent 
discount when they book a room 
until 31 May. 

KUoannon Batten 
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to respond to any ad. Calls cost 
the normal BT premium rate of 
£1 per minute at all times 



GREGARIOUS FEMALEL. 
...31. ST. btonde/green, SW 
London, professional, enjoys 
cooking. staying In. tennis, 
holidays, weekends away, 
seeks male.30-40, tall. pro- 
fessional. Inielligani. to make 
her laugh. g615g 
TIRED OF 

THE SAME OLD SCENE 

Engaging, warm, vibrant 
friendly temale. late 30s. 
quality and deep into person- 
ality. interested in cinema, 
seeks mate. 35-40. far 
friendshlp/relationship. 

London area. B6I80 

QUIRKY HUMOUR? 
Vegetarian? Questioning? 
Keen photographer? Would 
you like to meet similar, m 
tan. sfimmteh. grounded, very 
young. 40-somethlng 
lemafe? In East Sussex area 

preferably. g6l55 

VEGETARIAN VACANCY 
Best friend wanted for happy 
outgoing, professional lady. 
50s. into spiritual grow, the- 
atre, films, gardening, good 
company, would suit intelli- 
gent. sensitive, vegetarian 
male. Opportunities far pro- 
motion. autjgjk gglgl 
ADVENTUROUS FEMALE 
Intelligent, goo (Hooking 
female, brown hair/eyes, 24. 
5'4'. likes horse riding, (rav- 
elling. music, pubs, cinema, 
seeks male, simitar age. 5'4" 
and above. 24-30. for Iriend- 
ship' romance. 31*6056 
UVE LIFE TO THE MAX 
Fun-iovmg. slightly mad, 
irrlelllgenL down-to-earth 
female. 35. 5^‘, blonde/ 
green, enjoys shopping, 
swimming, squash, seeks 
male. 35-40. 5’ET and above, 
with similar interests, tor 
friendship at fast- YT6059 
CHRISTIAN LADY 
Single. 33. N/S. medium 
buU, honest, kind-hearted, 
laves animals. wOdlife. coun- 
tryside/coast, seeks Christian 
gent. 30-45. friendship, ie ad- 
ing to romance. 1T6Q55 
HAPPY OPTIMIST 
Creative, independent fair- 
haired. blue-eyed, fairly fit 
female. 33. info fun. friends, 
writing, adventurous travel, 
the arts, seeks Ike-minded 
male. 30-40. London based. 

YTS997 

ATTRACTIVE SUM 
Brown-eyed female, 40, 
many arts-based interests, 
seeks handsome male. 35- 
45. with GSOH, for friend- 
shtp/r elation step. London 
area. g5988 
DOES SIZE 
REALLY MATTER? 

Attractive, generously pro- 
portioned woman, 40s. with 
a generous heart to match, 
seeks sensitive, affectionate 
male, for companionship, 
possible relationship. 

Hertfordshire. P5999 

HOLDING OUT FOR LOVE 
Slim, golden-skinned 
woman, just back (ram. 

Africa, into life's adventures, 
still dinging perilously to 
notion, no need to settle far 
less than few. needs tall, 
happy, confident witty, inde- 
pendent liberal thinker to 
prove her right TTgi67 
CELTIC DREAMING 
Fair-skinned, blue-eyed red- 
head. 36. medium height 
curvaceous, into arts, music, 
tierature. yoga, laughter, 
seeks Hre-rrxnded man. 32- 

40, Herts. TT5991 

BELLE IN BELFAST 
Intelligent, stint, attractive 
woman. 28. into cinema, 
arts, travel. Keep-fit seeks 
tall, honest, sincere male, far 

friendship. g5989 

BROWN-EYED GIRL 
Sensational, black single 
mum. student. 5~T. enjoys 
fashion shows, dancing, cin- 
emas. shopping, nights In. 
fravefilng back to the 
Caribbean, seeks honest 
good-looking, caring, loving 
guy. 20-33. black. white, (or 
long lasting retatfensfep. 

*g€165 

BEWITCHING WOMAN 
With style and a wicked 
smile, seeks warm, witty, 
wise, renascence man. J0- 
50. e/penenced in rescuing 
workaholics and admiring 
women who slay their own 
dragons. MjtkJfese* based. 

■35932 

SEEKING 

SOMEONE SPECIAL 
Camp, genuine, loving lady. 
59. 4-vr, GSOH. NTS. medi- 
um build, enjoys line danc- 
ing. swimming walking, 
meeting people, seeks gen- 
uine gentleman. 60-65, tor 
friendship, companionship. 


DELICIOUS BRUNETTE- 
...with poise and smoulder, 
seeks one very fabulous, caff, 
charismatic, successful man. 
35-45, fa work her life out 
with. g60S5 
MADRID/BAR CELONA 

Creative, attractive, dim 
female, articulate, with effer- 
vescent personality, seeks 
cultured. N/S. slim male. 50- 
65. for hoBday in May. possi- 
ble relationship. SI Albans 

If 5884 

ALL WOMAN 

Female. 40. funny and feisty, 
in Wales, seeks honest refi- 
abfe and ctever man 3TS857 
COCK-EYED & OPTIMISTIC 
Intelligent, sbm and pretty 
temale. in early 40s. into 
spiritual growth, bookshops, 
country wafts, afternoon rea 
and champagne, seeks kind. 
Intelligent, sensitive male. 
44-60. who also enjoys cine- 
ma. theatre and muse, far 
friendship and romance 
Welsh marches. TT5759 
IT COULD BE YOU 
Sfan and attractive woman. 
55. Joanna Lumley type, 
enjoys good comparer- has 
an active fifestyfe. seeks sol- 
vent. attractive, outgoing, tall 
male. Looking forward to 
hearing from you. ~gS38i 
EMOTIONAL WEAPON 
Tender Latin female warrior, 
30, desires charming, caring 
opponent male gladiator. 

3Q+. tor a genuine, amicable 
duo. London/South East. 
TTSflSa 

ATTRACTIVE 

& INTELLIGENT 
Genuine, warm. slim, fit pro- 
fessional. vtorant, btorxfc 
female. 30. N/S. seeks simi- 
lar male, 6. athletic buftd. 
hope fatty leading to love, 
happiness and a committed 
retationshfe. Herts or Bucks 
area preferred. P5854 
PERFECTLY 
PARADOXICAL 
Partner sought by this funny, 
serious, happy, sad woman. 
40*. Someone who shares 
her widerstandlng of the 
need fa become ail that we 
truly are. Brighton based. 

■g 6039 

DEEPLY CYNICAL 
Slim. ST, brown-eyed 
brunette. GSOH. attractive, 
athletic. 29. enjoys theatre, 
music, outdoor pursuits and 
keep-fit. seeks solvent male. 
25-40. with similar interests, 
who can restore her faith In 
men. Hampshire. ‘B‘6034 
UNCOVER THE MYSTERY 
Bright, curvaceous, viva- 
cious. mischievous, sultry, 
dark-eyed Italian lady. 30s. 
seeks tall, handsome, pro- 
fessional male, tor tang-term 


LOOKING FOR YOU 
Fair-haired, petite, attractive 
female, young 41. successful 
career, Ikes theatre, films, 
travel, seeks attractive, sin- 
cere man, 35-45. GSOH. 
Central London. 1T6040 
AMERICAN WANTED— 

-.50. for slim, blonde, profes- 
sional. with two grown sons 
and green card, who loves 
the arts, snow and sea and 
adventures of the mind, body 

and soul. TT6036 

NORTHERN LIGHTS 
Successful, dynamic, slim, 
professional woman, works 
hard, plays hard, seeks ekni- 
lar male, 40s-50s. into classi- 
cal rrusic, fitness, ideas, 
travel and fan. Glasgow or 

anywhere. 98025 

SEEKING FUN 
AND FRIENDSHIP 
Tall and slim, professional 
woman, mid- 30s, indepen- 
dent lively, creative, seeking 
a confident and stylsh man. 
for fan days/nights out. 
friendship, leading to 
romance. Newcastle area. 

7T6049 

MAN WITH QUALITIES? 
Unconventional Continental 
brunette, late 40s. taR, stint. 
N/S. Intellectual; arts mter- 
ests/professfen. enjoys out- 
doors, seeks tall graduate, 
professional male. 45-55. 
emotionally literate, fivety 
nand. similar interests. 
BerksiOxon-Ldn 1T5636 
SURREY BASED 
Big. | oily, attractive woman 
graduate, 51 , looks younger, 
seeks male companion, far 
conversation, films, theatre, 
art music, gardening, DfY, 
countryside. Warm heart, 

cold feet TT5B91 

ONE MAN AND HIS DOG 
Man with dog sought by 
recertify bereaved labrador 
owner. 45*. NS. with good 
brain and looks. London' 

M25 05301 

VET 

Or at least animal-loving, 
professional male, sought by 
Plymouth -based, trilingual 
graduate. 50*. with GSOH. 
tond of travel, Mm. literature, 
swimming, wafts, horse rid- 
ing. 0*5835 


LONDON LADY. 

...50. with various interests. 
M tiding cinema, music. 
travel, eating and drinking, 
getting out of London often! 
Seeks intelligent man with 
similar Interests. tT59C3 
SUSSEX WOMAN 
Graduate lady, very young 
55. 5'8". slim. fit. attractive 
into jazz, all the arts, travel, 
walks, cycling, swimming, 
seeks laB. sorted mate, simi- 
lar age and interests, for 


NEW FOREST GRADUATE 
Attractive, sfim. blonde, artis- 
tic female. 5'4‘. enjoys arts, 
theatre, eating out. i we 

music, seeks tun-kivtng. 
easygoing, intelligent prates- 
sionaTmale. g5933 
CREATIVE AND STYLISH 
Attractive, slim, canng. inde- 
pendent brunette. 47. foreign 
national, profess tonal, enjoys 
opera, classical music, travel 
seeks mature, well-educated, 
sincere, professional male. 
48-55. tor friendship and 
hopefully tove. 05534 
GENUINE LADY 
Christian temale. 25. 5'3". 
aubum/biue. N/S. enjoys eat- 
ing out and having fun 
seeks decent Christian guy. 
25-30. N/S. for friendship 
relationship Leamington 

area. C5890 

CAUGHT UP 
tN CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
TaD. shm. prolesstona' 
female. 35. seeks soul male, 
to explore the great outdoors 
and add some spice to tile. 
05897 

LOOKING FOR MR RIGHT 

Female. 25. 5 / . slim, 
blonde, blue eyes, very 
attractive, loves pubs. dubs, 
music, seeks a young mate. 
19-30. looks unimportant. 

Any area OfS769 
SUCCESSiONAL SINGLE 
It you're an unattached male. 
3us, attractive, creative and 
intelligent, inlo music, dubs, 
conversation, travel, theatre. 

I would like to hear from you 
~g577B 

HAPPY OPTIMIST 
Attractive, dim. funny, 
unconventional female. 34. 
interesting, intelligent, cre- 
ative. educated, loves read- 
ing. laughing, the arts, coun- 
tryside and cities, travel, 
staying at home, seeking a 
compattole mate, under 55. 

IT 5910 

FINDING ENJOYMENT 
intelligent independent lady. 
age unimportant, would 
enjoy being with farther-edu- 
cated, intelligent, attractive, 
tall, sentimental pofitics mas- 
ter student, aped 24* 6W. 

■P5B58 

ANYBODY UP NORTH? 
Warm, cuddly, lively woman. 
42. 5‘. blonde, blue eyes, 
intelligent, Iftes music, food, 
countryside, travel, motorcy- 
cles. seeking an Intelligent, 
witty, sensitive man. to coax 
out the goddess within. 
Cumbrla/N Lancs. 1T5850 
NOT MUCH TO ASK 
Tall, attractive, slim white 
female. 43. seeking a tan. 
attractive black male, 30-40, 
for genuine TLC. 7T5637 
HELP - NORTH WEST 
Two attractive, happy, intelli- 
gent South Cumbria females, 
34/45. seek two similar dark, 
sfirrurnedum-buSt men. 
under 45. 5~8>. 95705 
VNCE 

Please call again - 1 could 
not getyour number and 
would Ike to get in touch. 
Ufa’s flfficuft n a call box. 
W5900 



MATURE CHARISMATIC 
Sporty black mate, seeking 
sophisticated tamale, to 
share romantic pursuits of a 
special kind. TT6043 
PERSONALITY COUNTS 
Fun. thoughtful sensitive, 
caring mate teacher. 27. 
seeks kind, caring temale. 
Oriental ladv most welcome 

London. 126157 

IDEAS TURN ME ON 
Shy, incurably romantic 
teacher. 42. seeks tactile, 
sensual lady, lor tang-term 
relationship Any area 
■PS 154 

VERY URGENT 
Ring me now. I’m atone m 
London and seek plan Jane. 
30s, but weft-sculptured, to 
love and care far. g6i64 
ELOQUENT 
BUT SOMETIMES- 
. inarticulate mate graduate. 
39. 6'2*. enjoys conversa- 
tion. red wfrie. films seeks 
hedonistic femate. to share 
interests. GtauCS 1T59S7 
PLEASE REPLY 
TaH, dark, handsome, self- 
employed businessman. 4C. 
seeks bappv. imettigem. 
beautiful gdfrtend. 24-32. 
London. 05984 


FROM OUT OF 
NOWHERE.. 

Good-looking. professional 
mate. 31.510'. seeks shin- 
ny big binld bubbly female, 
any age colour Very large 
women also most welcome 
L«JhS unimportant GSOH 

essential il you leave a 
message i promise to get 
hack tO VOU glj174 _ 

hopeless romantic 

TaH slim tnieHtgeni man. a o 
enjovs sports, poetics, music 
socially aware. GSOH. seeks 
slim attractive ladv. 30-15. to 
care for South Wales 
1X5988 _ 


LEFTIST BUT WITTY 
Male library derfc 3-3 lailed 
writer, gentle and witty 
undogmatic leftist. i*es 
pubs walks, cydmg. food, 
conversation, seeks com pas 
s»an thgughttui. norvmaten 
aiisnc temale. for relation- 
ship OrarvLondon/Norlh 

East Q6094 

LOOK NO FURTHER 
Attractive prolessional intel- 
lectual sail -employed male 
34 no ties, enjoys sports 
socialising, seeking similar, 
dynamic, petite. NS female 
tor friendship/rHalionship 
Cambridgeshire T75998 


FATHER RGURE 
Wise old owl bachelor, 50. 
gentle but foreheaded 

knight seeking a young lady, 
who needs an Older father 
figure, titot rich, but al of me 
will honour and protect you. 
Sout h 05982 

REGENERATED 

EX-NEW MAN 
Boyish. 60. slim. Lai. lair, laid 
bock, wants to rediscover 
eiolemenl of cSKerence with 
a feminine woman. 55-65, 
gentle, buxom and curvy, 
darludark. Celtic/Lalm, good 
looks. N S London. 0*5979 


§ 88 ®-; create a 
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DEREK’S THE NAME 
Kind, honest, trustworthy, 
fanny, chivalrous, good-look- 
ing mate (or so they say). 

40s. 6'. slim build. fit blue 
eyes, educated. Passions: 
horses, ndmg. wik»e. safl- 
ing. skiing, theatre, music 
and travel, s seeking a 
lemafe companion. 05855 
GENUINE MALE 
Single while mate. 44. pro- 
fessional. considerate and 
honest, tots to offer, many 
interests, countryside, walk- 
ing and dancing. 5 eeks gen- 
uine lady tor friendship. 
London area. *56027 
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Get in touch with that special someone... try the personals. 

Rediscover the feel for romance with the personals - it’s the 
fastest, easiest, most convenient way to find someone new. 

Simply call the freephone number below to place your FREE ad 
and very soon you can expect a stroke of good fortune! 

Place your FREE VoiceP MsflimK ad on freephone 

0800 216 351 

Voice Personals 11 - because you know it makes sense 

Itoro ftsuvk* jrooari aoefi U.. tn4opOTdonl an nxj in Tim irki^jrniirt cm Vmriar 


The 8dwrts«r o sirongfr BncwJje-1 to .eo-vr* .i n>:e oreetre prior n puttMhon 
If rou msxjraio an aUvefleer »>t >0 nas iw wanted awoce gievwr; ,ou ml 4UI have ms opton-jntor to kuve a mazaga. 



TB PLftK YBOfi FBB U: 

Cd Freephone DM m 3S1 and leave your 30 word Vac* 
Penorotf advertisement are! haatfne. Then youl recewe a voice 
trial bn number and PIN number with instructors on recording 
yrxr pwsonsi voice peering and Sstening to yow responses. Both 
the artist and the call to place the advertisement ere foe. however 
advertisers are fcfled at tha normal BT premium rate of 60p per 
minjle at al times far 0991 cats lor message retrieval Please 
ccrtact after service poviders tor deoils of the* charges. 


TO REPIT TB M ID: 

Cirds the ads that interest you and call 09H9 SO HZ and 
toUow the simple instructions to hear the advertiser’s greeting 
message or to hear greetings from people who match your 
search criteria. You can leave messages tar those who 
interest you - it’s ample, last and easy 1 

BE SBISIBLEi We wtraeai that the first meeting ahraye be Iwidh 
a piMkptaoa and ttutymr do not reveal your hW rams, address or 
homo phene number uitM you we comfertsfale doing ao. 


TALL WITTY DOCTOR 
Single male 28. seeks suit- 
able. single woman, simffar 
age. sarcastic and feisty if 
possible. London. t>6095 
ALPHA BETTA 
CUR1 CULUM 
Arata, bums and eyes. 
Chekhov, dares, erotic art. 
test takes, girlishness, 
humour, ideas, joint, kind- 
ness. tove. lust and Elera- 
ture. music. Never-Never 
land. open, passion, quiet, 
respect, serendlpny. truth, 
up, voluptuous, want. v. yes. 
zest for fife, how ’bout \P 

■asisfi 

FIRST-TIME ADVERT 
Black male. 20s. 6’. sfim 
build, outgoing. furHoving. 
very romantic. Into the arts, 
dance, modeling, socialising. 
fiving We. seeks open-mind- 
ed. British female, any race, 
far serious relationship. 

maybe more. T?61 VO 

HAPPY GUY SEEKS... 
Professional male, 36. tall, 
dark, caring, with many inter- 
ests. seeks woman. 25-40. 
lor friendship. Ovon/Bucks/N 

Hants. ■g6000 

INDEPENDENT ROMANTIC 
Professional mate. 35. 
enjoys travel, good conver- 
sation, sports, arts, seeks 
ifte-nwtded. attractive, pro- 
fessional temale. Bristol 

based g5990 

THIS IS NO YOLK.. 

London mate. 33. seeks 
female, to share left over 
Easter egg. Fans of Cefine 
Dion, rap music or anyone 
with an iO tower than room 
temperature need not apply. 
S6168 


SOUL MATE SEARCH 
Attractive architect. 30s 5'9*. 
d arte green-blue. sAnvnish. 
N/S. outgoing, spontaneous, 
romantic, loves shorts 
cycling, wafts, arts, exhibi- 
tions. travel, socialising 
seeks creative female, on 
simitar wavelength, tar possi- 
ble serious relationship 
Twickqnhanvnearfav 1X5833 
GOOD-LOOKING 
TEACHER... 

..36.65' en|ovs pubs, 
sports, an. films seeks lady, 
lor friendship, and tun 
q5994 

YOUNG TALL HANDSOME 
Good-looking, professional 
mate, likes music, politics, 
nights m/out. seeks friendly, 
easygoing woman, for tun. 
friendship and enjoying file. 

Norwich C6102 

STOP! 

READ THIS CAREFULLY 
Professional guy. 40s. ST, 
daiV/brown. athletic, weti- 
built N/S. GSOH. seeks 
ladv. under 40. N/3. GSOH. 
for friendship initially, hope- 
fully lasting tave. LonCorvsur- 

rouid TTSOPfl 

ATTRACTIVE 
ENIGMATIC MALE 
30s. seeks intelligent, witty 
woman, to share laughs, 
wine, blues, good times and 
more. North West, re 5995 
IRISH CULTURE VULTURE 
Artist academic, polygloL 
eclectic, unpretentous, feti- 
sh. sensitive, non rich. 45. 
59". presentable, seeks 
younger, warm cultured, ele- 
gant lady. South 
London/Surrey/North East 
Ireland 3T6TQ0 


BRISTOL/SOUTH WEST 
Attractive, kind, intelligent, 
loyal male aged -II. non- 
smoker, is seeking a similar 
temale. lor outings, conver- 
sation. Inendship and love 

■asoso 

PLEASE REPLY 
Tan. dark and handsome, 
sett -employed businessman, 
aged 40. seeking a happy, 
intelligent, beautiful girttrrend. 
a ged 2 4 -32. London C5 984 
UNATTACHED MALE 
Enjoys sports, fitness, travel 
desires curvaceous, unpre- 
tentious female. 20-50. N/S. 
Edinburgh based. ^6026 
HANDSOME 
AND GENUINE 
City professional. 6’. with Die. 
GSOH. vaned interests, 
seeks attractive slim, canng 
fern ate. for friendship 
romance. You won't be tfrs- 


KNK3HT— 

...with tarnished armour 
seeks damsel with Brasso. 

Mendip area. TTS653 

SINATRA LOVER 
Witty, mtefcgent, dark, mas- 
culine. professional mate, 
aged 33. loves music, coun- 
tryside, films, sports, seeks 
sfim. anractrve, cultured but 
canng lady, without children, 
who's independent kx a 


CREATIVE MIND 
Sporty mate. 40s. into arts, 
theatre, painting, and wan- 
dering around ine globe, red 
wme and laughter, seeks 
adventurous female, to share 
the less trodden path 

TT6024 


THREE COLOURS 
Young-looking student coun- 
cillor. aged 34. 6T. easygo- 
ing. canng. thoughtful, 
humorous, enjoys films, 
yoga, relaxing with friends, 
seeking independent caring 
female, to enjoy life with. 
Newcastle area. g6048 
BLOSSOMING FUTURE 
TaB. slim gentleman. 56. N/S. 
likes the normal things in Me. 
seeking slim ladv. N/S. who 
requires romance, sincerity 
and kindness, with wining 
and dming. M25 area. 

«6Q3§ 

OXFORD 

Decent chap. 35. tall, own 
teeth and home, seeks you? 
tTS943 

IF LIFE IS A JOURNEY... 
...then I'm looking tor a co- 
driver. Reading-based mate, 
too dose to 40 for comfort, 
seeks female, to share We s 
twists and turns g6042 
AMERICAN MALE 
Prolessional. genuine, cute, 
serious and funny male. 33, 
seeks wonderful female 
friend, lor dinner, pubblng 
and exploring, possibly tor 

romance g 6035 

ARAB WOMAN SOUGHT 
Arab male. 34. graduate, 
honest, genuine, kind, tovmg. 
into art poetry, literature, 
seeking a kind, honest 
woman, tor genuine friend- 
ship. leading to a lasting rela- 

tionshlp . TT 5842 

CARPE DIEM 
Had a bad day. month or 
year. Considerate, proactive 
guy. 50s. seeks lemate soul 
mate, under SO. South Wales 
based. tP5B0l 



Club Rendezvous is the exciting way to find a partner or friend using 
the telephone! Whether you're a member or a guest you can use the 
many features designed to help you meet someone new! 

• Visit the Members lourxre and meet interestm g tun people of different age 
groups. • Club staff ensure that with each visit youV be introduced first to the 
newest members. • Our Profile matching system helps find the right people for 
you • Update your Personal message profile el any time. • Chech the Stub 
No tfce-boerd to oiA up messeoes and for the latest dub news. 

• NSW] Chib Rendezvous Regional Lounges throughout the UK! 

Call Club Rendezvous NOW on: 

09064 770 701 

Ca*s cdsitna normal ST premium ice of 50p per minutu as of tvm& 

Swvtoe Provider rete-PuWrfrma UK Lid :<3-33 Saffron ML London ECiry 8SX 
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SUCCESSFUL LAWYER 
Young-taoMng 35, seeks 
fmefiectuaf temate, any 
nafnnafityfraos, for re&tfon- 

shta. •gS693 

ARE YOU THE ONE? 
if you are an outgoing, com- 
plex person, who enjoys MW 
challenges and wants the 
best out of Bte, ptease cafl. 
Must be positive q5983 
TALL, DARK GRADUATE 
Warn, caring mate, wide 
interests arts, theatre, cine- 
ma. pubs, ditos. wafting, 
countryside, mountains, for- 
eign travel, seeks tan. slim, 
professional, infeffigent 
woman, 34-46, simnar inter- 
ests. must have VGSOH. 

•g 5974 

STUNNING! 

InteUgem. caring and attrac- 
tive mate. 25. sensitive, with 
stam'ma, seeks stunning 
blonde. 18-35. for fan. mend- 
ship and enjoying the good 

fife. TT6047 

ARE YOU OUT THERE? 
Gentle doctor, aged 60, 5 ‘6*. 
south London, enjoys read- 
ing. classical music, tradi- 
tional jazz, theatre, travel. 

DfY. people and vintage 
cars, seeks female graduate. 

N/S. ^TS375 

MAKE MY 
TELEPHONE RING 
Charming, tunny, romantic, 
solvent, spontaneous, sol- 
vent sucoessfaf mate. 34, 
with zest for We. Passions: 
music, eating, shopping, 
seeking challenging female, 
25-35. humour essential, fun 
guaranteed. Oxtortt/B&rfcs/ 
Bucks area preferably. 

IT 5856 

WILL YOU BE MINE? 

Very jolly man, early 30s, 

ST. weB-bi*. enjoys going 
out eatfeg out films, seeking 
a buxom/cudcfiy female, 
large build, tor friendship. 

possibly more. tBT5915 

CALL ME 

Black mate. 32. 5’11 *, metti- 
um build, black/bruwn, 
enjoys keep-fit. dnema, long 
wafts, eating out and friends, 
seeks lady, 25-35, slim/medi- 
um buOd, to share interests 

with. 1X5889 

I'M WAITING 

.. .for someone fa make two 
fives complete, yours and 
mine. Me. 41. ff. dark and 
handsome. N/S, warm, wttty 
and available, very creative, 
into arts, theatre, dnema, 
music. You? Remember I'm 

waiting g5931 

LUST FOR LIFE 
Male. 36. 5'1(T. blond/blue, 
sincere, slightly mad. into 
anything that’s fun. seeks 
wicked woman. 20-30. with 
good bone structure, to 
shower with affection. 

Manchester. tr5839 

HAPPY BUNNY 
Warm-hearted, friendly, 
adventurous male. 45. 6'. 
N/S. Iftes sports, swimming, 
keeping fit general socialis- 
ing. seeks friendly female, 
warm, caring, single mums 
especially welcome, lor 
friendship/refatkins/vp. 

trsaos 

JAMES HERE 
Tel. attractive, gentle vege- 
tarian. late 50s, 5'10*. N/S, 
seeks single, refined, wi at- 
tached female. 40-65. lor 
tong-term, caring friendship 

and more. ■a , 5B51 

SIMPLE GUY 

Asian male, 30-something. 6‘ 
tall, divorced. Sporty, sophis- 
ticated. smote and spiritual, 
seeks female, with positive 
outlook on life, for hiendshp 
and fan London area. 

■BT5838 

SOUL MATE SEARCH 
Attractive architect. 30s. 5 IT, 
dark hair, green-bfaa eyes, 
dimmish build. N/S. outgo- 
ing. smmaneous. romantic. 
loves sports, cyc&ng, walks, 
the arts, exhfeitions, travel 
and sociaRang. seeking a 
creative lemate. who's on a 
similar wavelength, for possi- 
ble serious relationship. 
Twickenham or nearby area. 

TT5833 

TALL. 

ATTRACTIVE GRADUATE 
Male. 5l . warm and sensi- 
tive. with GSOH. varied inter- 
ests. including the arts, trav- 
el. theatre, chwma. pubs, 
music, wafts, seeking a tafi. 
attractive, intelligent, 
thoughtful, profesaonal 
woman. 34-J6. with similar 
interests and a GSOH 

g-5831 

OLDER LADY 
Warm, caring, attractive, tall, 
slim, ^dependent. Intelligera 
male. 30. seeks an attrac- 
tive. older lady, lor friendship 
and affection London. 

V57QS 

SERENDIPITY 
Tall, charming, light-haired, 
clever, slim single dad. 
young 48. stylish, romantic, 
attractive, solvent, profes- 
sional. is seeking a compati- 
ble woman. 36-42. to enjoy 
life, laughter and companion- 
ship Richmond. Joanne - Jill 
Danrio tooK. alike • call back 
with number. TT577S 


SIMPLY SPECIAL 
Black professional mate, si . 
loves musfc country He 

music, is seeking a 
lady 40-55. any n ationa lity, 
far friendship and more. 

TT5777 — 

DAMAGE REPAIR 
REQUIRED . , , . 

Following direct hrt bytamoo. 
Mate 42? 6T, South Wales 
based, seeks fnte®qent sfri- 
gte-m rated female. S&-42, 

for friendship and who 

knows? -*5894 

FUTURE. 

love, romance? 

Tall, attractive EngBshman. 
early 30s. writer, is seeking a 

sensitive, educated and 

uncomplicated black iemale. 
for ooe-frxme relationship. 

TT5643 

WANTED: 

HEDONISTIC WOMAN- 
...with horses, aged 25-10. fa 
take this tali. dark, profes- 
sional mate, aged 36. to his 
fust hunt, trial and beyond 
and have tots ot fun while 
doing it Buckinghamshire. 

TT5B46 

CREATIVE 
BLACK MALE- 
...35. 5 'BT. hedonistic, to 
search of an understanding 
female friend, 20+. for lasting 
friendship and relationship. 
Must like gigs and hanging 
out Lataester/Midlands area. 

1TS645 

CARRYING ON 
Mate. 50. loves fife, music, 
good food, travel and the 
arts, seeks lady, tor together- 
ness and a whole tot more. 

gSgfi 

LIFE COMMITMENT 
Architect, 33. tall, blond. N/S, 
art lover, seeks professional 
irxfen/PaWstani woman, with 
a sincere interest In the arts. 

■g5898 

FRIENDLY ft RESERVED 
Reserved, inexperienced. 
mkt-40s mate, likes travel, 
socialising, seeks similar, 
sincere, tody, mid-30s to 50. 
far friendship, possibly more. 
East/North London or Essex 

area. tr5916 

ROMANTIC MALE... 

...43. 5'ir. attractive, with a 
good physique, emotionally 
open, sincere, sensitive, 
likes art. home fife, country- 
side, seeking a like-minded, 
attractive, sfim temale, tor 
one-to-one. M62 corridor or 

elsewhere. 1X5849 

COCKNEY GUY 
Cheeky, happy guy. 43, with 
okay looks, fair hair, stocky 
buBd. not fax. honest, reilabie 
and vary down-to-earth, 
seeks slim, affectionate lady, 
age/nationality open, tor fun 
times, leading to a lasting 

relationship. CT5B32 

ANYTHING'S POSSIBLE 
Professional, tall mate, aged 
39, N/S. considered good- 
toakfcig. GSOH, new to area, 
enjoys music, country wafts, 
theatre, sailing, keep-lit. 
seeks sincere, sflmmish 
female. 30-40. tor fun and 
friendship. Somerset area. 

TT5941 

LOOK NO FURTHER 
Kind, caring, shy. intelligent 
gentleman, enjoys all the 
usual things in We. seeks 
friendly female, for friend- 
ship. outings and company. 

g5B92 

ARTISTIC TAUREAN 
Sten mala. 44. 6 T. arts 

K graduate, enjoys staging. 

arts, arctatecture. pubs, 
red wine, seeks fun female, 
bom year of dog/tiger, or 
between 35-451 E London/N 
Esse* baaed preferably. 

TT5902 

CALL ME 

Ex-backpacker, 29, 5’10 - , 
well-bidt, radrcal. shy. sensi- 
tive. honest enjoys pubs, 
swimming, reading, good 
conversation, seeks attrac- 
tive mixed race/black female. 
slmBar interests. 27-34. 

7T58Q2 

29-YEAR-OLD MALE 
Gh. slim, bluefaark. attrac- 
tive. enjoys travel, music, 
cinema, eating knout, pho- 
tography. sports, seeks 
attractive female, for friend- 
ship. possibly more 
Aga/racs unimportant. Bristol 
based txn can travel. g5942 
FRESH START! 

Good-looking, professional 
mate. 31. 5’tO'. seeking 
skinny tug build, bubbly 
female, any age or colour. 
Very large women are also 
most welcome if you leave a 
message I promise I wJ get 

back to you 175770 

IS THIS YOU? " 

Sfcm and attractive, "■'depen- 
dent vet feminine mte/lpenr 
female. 28-39. fits, medium 
height, sparidinq blue eyes, 
tair dark hair"' it so. this tali, 
athletic intelligent Brighton- 
based male. 39. is waiting 
for your call. Tf 5706 


WANTED: 

ATTRACTIVE GUY 

Gay professional mate. 25, 
seeks simitar man. IS*, tor - 
nights InfauL for fun and 
friendship. Canifl area 

P6096 

HI THERE! 

Asian mate. 23. 5’8T. 

daiWbrown, stim, attractive, - 
Into reading, sodafiang, the- 
atre, seeks sfrnBarman, non* 
scene, for friendship, posst- 
Uy more. WohfeE/Staffs. 

•BP5993 

FUTURE 

FRIENDSHIP 

Gay male. 28. handsome, . 
mascufine, warm, gentle. Into 
country houses, gardening. 

good food, classical musks, 
seeks presentable mature 
friend, 40+. London/Home 

Counties. TT5996 

LIKE BONDS? 

James, tala 40s, but couM 
be 10 years younger, some- 
time actor, now hi the exhibi- 
tion business, enjoys theatre, 
travel, tennis and cycling, 
British heritage and architec- 
ture, seeking a bright and 
attractive, younger man. late ' 
20s-30, similar interests. 

tt6037 ' 

WELSH MALE 
Unpretentious mate, aged 
£8, ST. svajgtn-actlng. 
brown hair, bare ay es. In to 
the dnema, travel, good 
food, fitness, countryside. , 
seeking a chunky Wetehmmv 
aged 20-35. Oxford. 
Manchester or anywhere. ... 

*8*5977 

MATURE 
GAY MAN 

Romantic mate. Bras art and 
music, seeks shatter mate 
friend, any age, tor fureand . . 
friendship. Gfcucs. trS633 
FRIENDLY 
AND GENUINE 
S8m gay mate, 32, 5fr. 
brown halrteyes, many inter- 
ests, theatre, crnema. eating 
out. currem affaire, seeks 
similar, for friendship, possi- 
ble relationship. North West 

area. g5861. ■ 

WARM 

AND INTELLIGENT 
Witty, articulate, professional 
ouv. non-scene. 38. into 



Lancashire. TT5879 

SINCERE GUY 
Attractive. 38. 5’tO*. 
dlrn/muscular. professional, 
enjoys gym, traireL swim- 
ming, art. theatre, going out, 
romantic evenings m. seek- 
ing a guy. 2&40. for fun 
times and a loving qatetion- 
shto. Devon area. tT5840 
NOBLE SAVAGE 
Gay male. 40. 5T0~. brown 
hak/eyes. medum buU. 
enjoys outdoors, arts, works 
out, seeks similar man. but . 
not the same, tar possible 
relationship. VbrK3- q58B0- 
1 - 2-1 

Gay man. eariy 80s, tafl. fit, 
active, graduate profession- 
al. non-scene. N/S. seeks 
younger man, 25-40. for fun. 
friendship, holidays together, 
maybe more. Hampshire/ 

anywhere. TT5882 _. 

ITALIAN GUY 

Romantic. 26. 5T. medium -' 
bufid, sociable, with a 
GSOH. postgraduate, profes- 
sional, enjoys a laugh, seeks 
an Intelligent, sincere, non- 
scene male, 25-35. 
Mediterranean or Northern , 
European- looking, tor a com- 
mitted, one-to-one relation- 
ship. London. 7T5834 


UFESTm 


YOU ARE FEMALE-. 
...fundamentally unsubmis- 
sive. 40-50ish, aggressively 
successful (men find you 
scary), yet your after ego 
screams for influential plea- 
sures, tor creative dominant, 
unpassive, truly gentle man. 
Midlands. ~&S144 
FUN, FRIENDSHIP, 
PARADISE 

Genuine, bisexual mate, 
eariy 30s. 5’9’. strong build, 
very good- looking, dark 
brown hair, brown eyes, 
enjoys watching the news, 
good movies, eating out is 
seeking couples or singles, 
any size, very skinny or very 
plump, tor good fan times. 

g6Q44 

SWEET DREAMS 
Attractive and assertive 
mate, 35, seeking 3n inteH- 
gent. submissive female, 18 - 
35. for fan. friendshfo and 
tree romance TTS312 
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i Jj S) 

HetevUiaH ! 

t 

Club Sirius iho Introduction Agency for the 
( intelligent, articulate and well educated. 
'10,000 members nation-wide must be right! 
Choose from our entire database before you 
decide. Enjoy over 200 events and holidays. 
Call for a Free Information Pack on 

0800 542 3000 

8:30am -10:30pm 7 days a week or write to 
FREEPOST 305 London EC IB 1$Y. 

Visit our Website http://yjvsrw.clubsirius.com 


Persona! 


COULD YOU GIVE THE GIFT OF LIFE? 

Wc are a young professional couple longing for a 
child. The only way ihai wc can have a bahy is 
through egg donation. 

ft’ you are a woman under and auuld Jike to 

help us. please call nurse Jane on 0171 234 0707 
quoting reference number 11046. 

All reasonable expenses covered. 77ti7nA'.voi/. 


finding a 
partner for life 



• awiprosconrrs 

Sr.XRKLISG SINGLES 
DINING CLUB 

• ENJOY W»D FC»1D AND 
liOUD COMPANY IN 
FRIENDLY AND RELAXED 
SURROUNDINGS 
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Ring Margaret on 

0181 398 0345 
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WOMEN 
ONLINE 

ICTJUfT CONHECTlflKS 24HES 

0891708057 
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To advertise in this section 
please call the 

Personal Team on 0171 293 2347 . 
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CALL AT STANDARD BT NATIONAL BATES! 
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live 1-2-1 with US girls! 
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MODERN MANNERS: YOUR CUT OUT- AND -KEEP GUIDE TO SURVIVING THE MINEFIELD 


Dear Serena, 

Young women wear such revealing 
clothes these days that I don't know 
what to do with ay eyes. The other 
day I glanced up as I was giving a 
lecture (Fm a college lecturer) and 
directly in front of me. about five feet 
away and right in my line of sight, 
was this enormous, curvaceous 
cleavage. Since it was so blatantly on 
display, does this mean that it is all 
right to look? Or should one look 
away? To look or not to look: that is 
the question. Advice, please. 

Andrew. Pontypridd 

It's funny how everyone goes on about 
the ill-controlled hormonal surges of the 
adolescent male, when most of the time 
they don't bat an eyelid at the half- 
naked wenches who surround them. 
Noticing scanty clothing on the young, 
meanwhile, is one of the first signs of 
ageing: the degree of nakedness in the 
streets is no greater now than in the 
Sixties, but each successive generation, 
once they’ve got their mortgages, 
continues to remark on the amount of 



flesh on show among those younger 
than them. 

Young women, however, still have the 
same schizophrenic attitude to their 
bodies as they have always had: they 
dress to stand out among their peers, 
but hate being singled out for it Despite 
all the signs to the contrary, they don't 
want you to look. Avert your eyes and 
think of Teresa Gorman; it's the only 
way of avoiding getting a reputation, 
however unjust 

Besides, one should remember the 
old truism that women invariably put on 
a stone or so when they first leave 
home. The tops in question nu.y have 
been perfectly decent a year ago, the 
wearers just haven't noticed the change 
in themselves. When the buttons finally 
give up the ghost under the strain, they 
will be brought miserably, face to face 
with the reality of their own ageing. 

Dear Serena, 

1 don't believe in pesticides, but the 
greenfly are already infesting my 
roses. What should I do? 

Sbeila. Kentish Town 


Buy a hand squirter, put 
in a few shards of 
household soap, top 
up with warm water 
and shake until it's 
dissolved. Use half 
to spray on the 
infestation, and the 
remainder to wash your 
best party clothes. They 
have obviously been sitting in 
the back of that wardrobe for 
far too long. 

Dear Serena, 

1 was thinkin g of burying 
a time capsule for the 
Millennium. Where 
should 1 bury it. and 
what would you 
recommend that I 
pul in It? 

Toby, Ballygowan 

Whatever you do, don't 
think about btuying it 
in a greenfield site, as 
the chances are that it 




will be dug up to make way 
for a superstore by half-way 
through the coming 
century. Ever-decreasing 
ticket sales would suggest 
that the grounds of Althorp 
House might be a suitable 
spot: either that, or the 
environs of Sellafield. 

.As to contents, you should 

bear in mind that half the 
population, plus the producers of 
children's programmes and the 
PR arm of the government, will be 
competing with you in the run-up 
to the big day. As a result, our 
descendants will have any 
number of photos of political 
leaders, pictures of the 
Spice Girls, platform 
boots, etc. As everyone 
else will be vying to 
show what a 
sophisticated, caring 
society we are. I would 
advise concentrating on 
fitting in as many of 
modern science's more 


ghastly developments, to try to give a 
more rounded picture. Try, for starters, 
a silicone breast implant; a photograph 
of one of those cats with no hair, a CD 
case; a copy of The Sport: a photograph 
of Jocelyn Wildenstein; a Planet 
Hollywood menu; a Martin e 
McCutcheon single; a Pot Noodle; a 
Body Shop White Musk scent spray; a 
picture of Canary Wharf; nylon 
underpants: the seating plan and inner 
dimensions of a Unijet plane; and 
Anchor canned spray cream. 

L, too. am planting a Millennium box 
in my back garden, and would welcome 
suggestions from readers as to what to 
put in it. Suggestions to the usual 
address, with full contents to be 
disclosed later. 

Dear Serena. 

What will the spring bride be wearing 
this year? And what is the 
fashionable wedding present? 

Polly. Nantwich 

Seriously, Polly: there are support 
groups for this kind of thing. 


Dear Serena, 

My parents are rather old-fashioned 
and, despite the fact that we have 
been living together for two years, 
they insist that my partner and I have 
separate rooms when we go up to 
stay. I really resent this. How do I 
insist on sharing a room without 
alienating them? 

Barney, Woolwich 

As I'm sure they told you when you 
were a teenager, it's their house, 
and while you're in it you have to live 
by their rules. Life's really too short 
for you to be stewing about this sort 
of thing at your age: you should give 
in gracefully. If you've been living 
together for two years, it’s not like 
you're going to be wanting to have 
sex or anything like that. 

Knotty problems with the world today? 
Write to Dear Serena. The Independent. 
18th Floor. 1 Canada Square. Canary 
Wharf, London EU SDL, where 
they will be treated with the 
customary sympathy 



ARIES 


AS THERE'S less to get you up. you'll be better 
off in bed (but only for recuperation or repro- 
duction - not recreation). However; you more 
than anyone else in the zodiac are able to rise 
above your astrology and breathe the air that 
onty existential maniacs can survive in - so con- 
centrate on your biology and reject the past that 
seems to dominate your present Your future has 
been receding almost mischievously and it re- 
quires you to seize it 



Taurus 

YOU MAY suffer from errors of taste as Venus 
tricks you into platform soles or plastic shirts 
with fish swimming in them. Conceit will be a 
problem for you, but your mind wiD be on deep- 
er things. As you listen to your subconscious, 
decisions will be made for you. Ybu may feel 
abandoned as Venus (.that slapper) moves into 
Gemini, but at least you can make yourself un- 
derstood (that’s not always a good thing, con- 
sidering what you have to say). 



Poppy Folly 

YOUR STARS: IT COULD HAPPEN 



eople misconstrue the Aries sector. 

The aggression and energetic imbecility 
that we associate with the sign mark it 
out as the natural homeland for fascists. 
But though Aliens are bullies (Ethel 
Kennedy, Tamerlane the Great) they generally lack 
the mental stamina to construct and adhere to an 
ideological framework. More simply, and less to 
their credit, they're not obedient enough. 

However; Aliens are extremely interested in 
power and. consequently, they tend to make quite 
good dictators - for just as long as the writhing 
proletariat can hold their interest, anyway (and 
goodness knows, they realise with an ironic shrug, 
there’s a very good reason why the proletariat are 
so proletarian). But still, we find here in this 
week’s astrology Papa Doc Duvalier. Km H Sung, 
Nikita Kruschev and Mrs Bandaranaike, one of the 
first women prime ministers - even though it was 
only Sri Lanka she was prime minister o£ 


The good thing about Aries is tbe same as the 
stupid thing. When everything is laid out for them, 
when they've at long last achieved all their goals, 
they are quite likely to throw it all away on some 
tririal, frivolous experience (money, say). 
However, it is precisely this flaw that makes them 
absolutely marvellous in bed (and in choir stalls, 
and in taxis, and in those cupboards under the 
stairs while the rest of the dinner party doesn't 
realise they’ve slipped away from the table - yes. 
not only are they brilliant they can be as quick as 
they're needed to be). 

But in spite of their appetite for and talent with 
disasters of all sorts, those born under the sign of 
Aries have no sense of humour whatsoever 
Anatole France. Samantha Fox, Charlie Chaplin, 
Spike Milligan and that fat berk Peter Ustinov. We 
can except Samuel Beckett from this rule but not 
Tama Janowitz, David Letterman, Max von 
Sydow or Hayiey Mills. 




Gemini 

rrs NICE that Venus has moved intoyour neigh- 
bourhood - now you can choose who you want 
and how. Your urge to become friends with 
everyone increases your chances of being bent 
triple round the bedroom furniture, and this is 
good insofar as it considerably increases your 
social repertoire and makes your limbic Systran 
light up like lasers. You can trust passion but 
equally, you may have to throw the match in the 
powder keg first. 


CANCER 

AS THE most attractive sign of the zodiac you 
might legitimately wonder why you aren’t more 
popular. You have been taking such an interest 
in people and having such convincing in tuitions 
about them that you've been carried away with 
your cleverness. You've created characters for 
them that they don’t always recognise. And' when 
they do recogdse them they don’t like them. Your 
sympathy should be kept in check this week. 
Ybur nurturing heart itself needs nurturing. 



LEO 

THERE IS a sense of danger as well as oppor- 
tunity when your glorious Sun is like this with 
Pluto of the underworld. The answers you 
need are often conceived in the dark (you don’t 
like it there because no one can see enough to 
admire you properly). But if you can make the 
journey into the interior you will emerge with 
rare knowledge. \bu are indined to scatter rather 
than hoard, but try and curb your generosity. 
Leave sermons and soda water for others. 



Virgo 


YOUR INABILITY to break free from the past 
(you call it loyalty) is thought to be one of your 
most attractive qualities (frankly there isn't 
much competition for the title). But your old 
friends, ex-lovers, past spouses, oh and that fam- 
ily of yours - even though they are acting with 
the best of intentions - extract a toll for their 
support. If you wanted to be free you could easily 
pull it off (though your veins might collapse in 
the attempt). 



Libra 

ROMANCE IS what you're good at, and this trine 
with Neptune reveals you at your apogee. 
Ybur hands emerge from underneath your vic- 
tim's clothes and this baffles them, the more so 
as they really are trying to resist They believe 
they are fated, and they are right. There is a ge- 
nius about you. you are irresistible - but only 
in making love, not money. When you are frank 
about the true shape of your desires, you are at 
your most potent 



SCORPIO 

THOUGH PLUTO is retrograde you should be 
ready to experience a flash of your old magic; 
be careful not to let it express itself in an ugly, 
negative and destructive way - unless it would 
be obviously useful to do so. The energy may be 
expressed through the body (you go demon lover 
although not with your regular partner), or 
through the mind (it puts you on a higher plane 
of consciousness - and this will be absolutely 
fatal for your career). 




SAGITTARIUS 

JUPITER GETS on the wrong side of Venus, and 
thus your appetite fra- idle luxury has never been 
sharper (this will require money), and your abil- 
ity to confound your colleagues with vicious po- 
liteness is pronounced. Ybur looks become 
more important to you than they should be. But 
now people will be looking behind your cosmetic 
creativity to see what else there is on offer. Con 
ceit is a particular problem for Sagittarius, if only 
because you have much to be conceited about 


Capricorn 

POOR CAPRICORN! Saturn's square with the 
moon may cause a melancholia to settle on you 
like a meteorological depression. It's only the 
past claiming you for its own (only!). Thke more 
seriously your relationship with your mother it's 
probably all her fault Life may not improve this 
week, but you do have a capacity for work (at 
least you always have had.) and this will save 
you. Fortitude deserves admiration - and you 
have become better-looking recently. 


Aquarius 

THE SUDDEN insights the moon gives you will 
make your settled relationship more difficult 
than before. But however much ignorance is nec- 
essaiy for bliss, knowledge is necessary for hap- 
piness. You find it difficult letting go of the past 
but more than ever you want to incorporate your 
past with your present Clever ways of taking 
advantage of the moment wifi help your finances. 
You are startling, exciting, imaginative - but not 
kind That's what makes you successful. 


PISCES 

UNUSUAL ROMANCE is indicated by a 
favourable aspect between Venus and Neptune. 
Fbr that to register with you, it’ll have to be a 
very unusual romance (there's a double Pisces 
thing about these planets). So you may find your- 
self upside down round the bedposts. Maybe your 
partner will suffer from a disability (being a man, 
for example). The danger is youll give so much 
a) there'll be nothing left of you, and b) your part- 
ner will find your generosity disgusting. 


Classic Cartoons 

Martin Plimmer on 
Frank Reynolds 





Doctor “What did you operate an Jtmes fort* 
Surgeon: % hundred pounds." 

Doctor. “No, I mean what had he goG* 

Surgeon: *54 hundred pounds.” 

FRANK REYNOLDS’S vigour; Dsn years later; a nervous 
mastery of character and easy breakdown caused him to 

abandon drawing for several 


sense of styieimpress 
forcefully today, 46 yeare after 
his death, despite the radically 
different shorthand convention 
of the modern cartoon. 

Vigorous too, once the 
reading of stage dialogue is 
accepted, is tbe quality of Ms 
humour. In 1920, after 14 years 
of supplying social cartoons to 
Punch, Reynolds became its 
art editor, taking over from FH 
Tbwnsend, his brother-in-law. 


years. Reynolds's naturalistic 
style is a legacy of Victorian 
wood-engraving tradition, but 
we can see in It the origins of 
the modern cartoon. In 
Reynolds' obituary, cartoonist 
Kenneth Bird (Fougasse) said: 
“His fine possessed a freedom 
and energy which mate us 
recognise it now as the 
forerunner of much of the free- 
style drawing of today.” 


THE SECOND series of Radio 4's 
Puzzle Panel is over, it's been 
declared a success and I have 
signed up for a third series in 
the autumn. Time to turn to the 
Augean backlog of 
correspondence. The last two 
Puzzlemaster columns, on 
Kosovo, have drawn a huge and 
thoughtful response with only 
one dissenter. 

As usual, it is the one out of 
step that is most telling; the one 
swimming against the tide of my 
own thoughts that throws them 
into sharpest relief Besides, if 
we all thought the same, what 
would we talk about? 

What to paraphrase the e 
mail, has Kosovo to do with 
puzzle-writing? What, as ray 
father would have said, has 
honey-cake to do with a 
windmill ? 

Well firstly I am human with 
human interests. Homo sum: 
humani nil a me alienum puto. 
as Terence put it I've found it 
psychologically difficult to 
square it with myself, fossicking 
about in the foothills of the 
intellect while enormities are 
happening in Europe. Secondly, 1 
am one of the many being asked 
by our elected Government to 
give the moral rubber-stamp to 
Nato’s strategies; and, finally, I 
am one of those whose charity 
is dependably sought to sort it 
out when it inevitably goes 
pear-shaped. 



Thirdly, and more centrally, 
puzzles would lose much of their 
appeal for me il they taught 
nothing; if they were incapable of 
generalisation to "big boy” 
problems; if they did not 
facilitate the transfer of skills to 
other areas of mental endeavour. 
Spotting the bad mental habits of 
our elected leaders is not just a 
game. It is a serious game. It 
offers object lessons not just in 
how not to think, but also in how 
not to vote. If we cannot solve a 
local and perennial problem 
recurring throughout history 
(nowadays followed by bleatings 
about ensuring this sort of thing 
never happens again), what hope 


is there of solving problems with 
no track record, such as global 
warming, overpopulation, loss of 
biodiversity, genetic tampering? 

We have to change the way we 
think. Lead on, MacMaslanka! 

Points to ponder 

1 Families stop having children 
after their first boy. Boys and girls 
are equiprobable and multiple 
births are impossible. Will this af- 
fect the ratio of sexes? What will 
the average number of children be 
in a family? 

2 How many distinguishable cubes 
can be made by painting each 
face either white or black? 

3 Find a one-word anagram of 
IMPLACABLE ROT 

Solutions to last week's 
problems 

1 (see diagram) The fly walks, at 
most, 9cm. Let each edge 
traversal be marked by an arrow 
with two ends(!>. Three arrow- 
ends can only meet at the start 
or finish. The remaining 6 
corners can have, at most, 2 
arrow-ends. This makes 6 
corners with two half-arrows, 
and two corners with three half- 
arrows. making 9 arrows and so 
9 edges traversed. 

2 Two boys and 2 girls is more 
likelv than a boy and three girls. 

3 TYPE A PHRASE = HAPPY 
EASTER. 

comments to: 
indyfu-piizzlemaster.co.uk 


BACKGAMMON 

CHRIS BRAY 


15 14 15 lb 17 Jb 19 :u 21 22 25 24 



i: II 10 M 7 6 5 -i 5 - I 


IN THE box sat the Eni gm atic 
Englishman (EE). In the oppos- 
ing team were Barry Bigplay 
(BB), the captain, and the Pro- 
phylactic Pole (PP). They dis- 
cussed the play of black’s 54. 

“We’re winning comfortably," 
said PR “no need for any excite- 
ment. I think we should play 
10/5. 9/5. Obviously we can’t play 
8/3 1 -, 7/3 as that would leave four 
blots - far too dangerous." 

“I must disagree," countered 
BB, “now is exactly the moment 
for a big play. Four blots there 
may be after 8/3*, 7/3 but EE 
would have onty eight numbers 
to hit one of the blots, and even 
then we would get a lot of return 
shots. Look at the potential for 
the blots. Look at the potential for 
winning a gammon if EE fails to 


enter I’m sorry PR but I must 
play B/3*. 7/3." 

“I haven’t voluntarily left four 
blots since LL (Lord Lucan) 
stopped playing-butifyou must 
you must," said PP resignedly, 

EE inwardly groaned. It was 
obvious to him that pointing was 
the correct play and the one he 
feared most Sadly for him it was 
BB who was the captain and not 
PR A few rolls later EE duly lost 
a gammon. 

Later that evening he put the 
position into Snowie and discov- 
ered that 8/3*. 7/3 was correct tty 
the huge margin of 3 percent In 
fact any hitting move was better 
than the pusillanimous 10/5, 9/5. 
That old badegammon adage: Tb 
the aggressor the spoils" had 
been proven once again. 
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BBC1 


BBC2 


ITVLWT 


Channel 4 


Channel 5 ITV/Regions 


6.40 Teletubbies (4172527). 720 Match 
of the Day (9413904). 830 Breakfast 
with Frost (95275). 9^0 Heaven and 
Earth (33782). 10.30 Ballyklssangel 
(2638411). tt20 Gardeners' World 
Take Two (5926965) tL30 Country 
File (4701). 12.00 News (9349324). 
12.05 Turning Points (9348695). 
12J0 Jobs tor the Qrts (1670430) 
100 EastEndere (7143140). 2.25 Are 
You Being Served? (51668695). &55 
All along the Watch tower (2175966). 


EL30 The Busy World of Richard 
Scarry (9706546). 8.55 A Monster 
Holiday (9347275). 9.25 Gadget Boy 
(7061527). 9.55 The Wayne Manifesto 
(7095527). 1020 Sweet '■/alley High 
(1654898). 1040 Rm: Johnny Mysto 
(1713072). 12.00 0 Zone (7300072). 
1235 Lee and Herrings This Morning 
wtth Richard, Not Judy (3024695) 100 
Storyvffie: Jerusalem I64695t 


3.25 Sunday Grandstand Rugby 
Union: Wales vs England. John 
inverdale Introduces Eve coverage ot 
the Five Nations clash from Wembley. 

Commentary by B9 McLaren and 

Eddie Butler (S) (1) (46670492) 


r< sj 


6.00 News; Weather (T) (349343) 
6.20 Local News; Weather (711B33J. 


6.25 Songs of Praise. From Boston in 
Lincolnshire (S) (T) (973053) 


•caj 


7.oo mifiB Sabrina (Sydney Pollack 
1995 US) Julia Ormond is the Long 
Island Cinderella, played by Audrey 
Hepburn in the Billy WHder original. 
She’s the chauffeur's daughter 
caught between serious 
businessman older brother Harrison 
Ford (too stodgy in the role) and 
feckless charmer of younger bro’ 
(Greg Kinnear). Wilder is 1954 original 
was no great shakes, and this isn't 
really that much better (S) (T) 

(71324) 


2.30 IJUftl The Desert Song (Bruce 
Humberstone 1953 UK) Sigmund 
Romberg's operetta (76849633) 


4.20 B jlll’il The Quiet Man [John 
Ford 1952 US). American boxer John 
Wayne returns <0 Galway and woes 
Maureen O’Hara (7) (65532237). 


6.25 Star Trek: Voyager. An attack on 
Voyager interrupts Janeway 's 
hoiodeck programme (S) fTl 
(614898) 


6.00 GMTV (18614) 8.00 Diggit (3606256) 
9.25 Hey Arnold! (7067701) 9.50 
Animal Ark (7063752) 1045 Power 
Rangers (3975121) 10.40 Oggy and 
the Cockroaches (9543904) H00 
Sunday Morning (744H). 12.00 The 
Rock That Rolled Away (77159) 1230 
Crosstalk (95343). 100 Jonathan 
Dimbleby (90698) 24)0 Murray and 
Martnfc FI Special (1879) 


2.30 The Big Match: Newcastle vs 
Tottenham Hotspur. Live 
coverage from old Trafford (kick-off 
3pm) of the FA Cup semi-final (T) 
(743053) 


5.30 FI: Brazilian Grand Prix Live. 

Jim Rosenlhal introduces Jive 
coverage of the Brazilian Grand Prix 
Iran Inlertagos. With commentary by 
Murray Walker and Martin Brundle. 
studio analysis by Tony Jardine, and 
pit-lane reports from James Allen 
and Louise Goodman (S) (18740633). 


630 Magic Roundabout (2581071) &25 
Ivor the Engine (3931512) 630 The 
Clangers (9766188) 630 Bagpuss 
(7371966) 74)0 Saityij Lighthouse 
(B4898) 730 Bug Alert (8039817) 
755 Insektors (8363430) 845 Saved 
by the Ben (608898) 8^5 City Guys 
0796169) 9J0 Catdog (8304633) 
9.45 Planet Pop (7163091) «30 ThB 
Waltons (92817) 1100 Holyoaks 
(1578072) 1240 DawsonS Creek 
(1196237) HO Doors to Manual 
(2234633) 145 Brussels - Behind 
Closed Doors (T17256) 2.45 Fbotbal 
Itala (21982-966) 5JDO Travelog Treks 
(2362121) 


5.25 llHfii Aces Mgti (Jack Goid 
1976 UK). RC ShenffS Great War play 
Journey's End. transposed to the 
aerial dog fights over the trenches. 
Malcolm McDowell, Christopher 
Phjnmer, Simon ward and Peter Firth 
play the officer cfass fighter aces 
(26966099) 


7.10 Cold War. “Soldiers of God 1979 - 
83.” The Cold War story continues 
with US conflict with the Ayatollah 
Khomeini's Iran and the Soviet 
entanglement in Afghanistan - 
Russia’s Vietnam (S) (T) (460053). 


9.00 The 51st British Academy 
Film Awards with Jonathan 
Ross. From the Business Design 
Centre in Islington, introduced by 
Ross. A sort of domestic rerun of the 
Oscars, with more or less the same 
movies and actors in contention. 

Pius, a special tribute to Alfred 
Hitchcock on the 100th anniversary 
of his birth (S) (T) (1237). 


10.30 News; Weather (T) (507701). 


10.45 HUteborough - the Legacy: 

Everyman Special. Explores the 
lasting impact of the Hillsborough 
stadium disaster (S) (671695) 


tl35 Harbour Lights (S) (T) (726904) 


1225 BaiWiB Butterfield 8 (Daniefl 
Man 1960 US). Call-girl Elizabeth 
Taylor looks tor Mr Right to this garish 
adaptation ot the John O’Hara novel. 
Laurence Harvey co-stars (Then 
Weather) (7) (6B7763) To 2.15am. 


8.00 The Natural World. Tim Pigott- 
Smith narrates this look at the flora 
and fauna of the Isles of Stilly (S) (T) 
(808430). 


8.50 Vintner’s Tales fS) (735053). 

9.00 Golf - the Masters. Steve Rider 
introduces live coverage of the 
contius'on of this years Masters from 
Atlanta, Georgia. Who will be 
presented with the coveted Green 
Jacket? The commentators are Peter 
Allies, AJex Hay and Howard Clark (S) 
(875091) 


12.00 


CHOICE 


Demon Seed (Donald 


845 London Tonight (T) (483053). 
8.20 ITV News; Weather FT) (404546) 


740 The Establishment. Nick 

Danziger meets Sir Michael Atiyah, 
Master of Trinity College (324) 


8410 The Real James 

Goldsmith. The controversial self- 
made bflConaire analysed. See Profile 
of the Day, below (T) (1966) 


8.30 Coronation Street. Mike has 3 
secret liaison (S) (T) (3850). 


9-00 BHIIiJIHil Rhinoceros. Robson 
Green and Niamh Cusack star in this 
one-off romantic drama. See Drama 
of the Day, below (S) (T) (6411). 


Cammell 1977 US) Sci-fi thriller 
starring Julie Christie. See Film of the 
Day. below (542251). 


2410 BBC Learning Zone: GCSE 
Brtesize Revision: Geography i 
(34893) 4410 Languages: Get By in 
German (16193) To 5am. 


1100 ITV News; Weather (T) <858072) 


1115 FI: Brazilian Grand Prix 

Highlights (651701) 12.20 Stin in 
Bed with MeDinner (8982831) 12.50 
Film: 1969 (729473) 2.35 
Club@Vi$ion (1283183) 345 
Jonathan Dimbleby (4634102) 4.00 
Cybernet (54096). 4.30 ITV 
Nightscreen (97744) To 530am. 


9.00 Ballol Nuns on the Run 

(Jonathan Lynn 1990 UK) Sidy, sub-A 
Fish Called Wanda - style tarca, not 
really harnessing the talents of its two 
stars. Eric Idle and Robbie Cdtrana 
They play the petty criminals who 
take refuge from a Triad gang by 
donning gowns and wimples (T) 
(50166332) 


10.45 Motorbike Madness. The tsie of 
Man motorcycle race (7589695) 


11.50 The 11 O’clock Show (333343). 
12.40 Babylon 5 (1354980) 135 
Dark Skies (R) (8628812) 2.25 For 
the Love Of (R) (S) (2256454) 3.20 
Hall, Texas. Home (82920299) 


3.50 MliAl Ju Dou (Zhang Yimou 
1990 Ch/Jn) Oscar-nominated rural 
tragedy (S) (3542454) To 525am. 


6.30 Hot Property (4018904) 74)0 , 
Dappledown Farm (27^633) 730 
WBk-shake! (2503091) 735 Wimzie'S 
House (4S22189) 8415 From Jesus to 

Christ (8546546) 9410 Stickto'Arajnd 

(8737188)9^0 Sister Said (8281427) 
mOO Mror. Mirny (4009256) HOO 
USA High (1946237) H30 Singled 
Out (194796?) 12410 My Story 
(B717324) 1230 hside Out (4681463) 
100 Anything’s Possible (31351362) 
140 5 News (27293029) 120 
Ftostrup Suiday (5) (31940898) 
150 Movie Chart Show (36813053) : 
230 Exclusive (70934169) 2.50 
Famfly Affaire Omnfous (47549140) 
54)0 Serious Money (8604527) . - 


5.35 


MHfil A Far Off Place 

Salomon 1993 US) fripressively 
photographed widescreen Disney^' - 
fbn based on two books by^ Lpurens 
van der Post When their parents are 
murdered by poachers, hvo 
teenagers face a daunting trek 
across the Kalahari desert (T) 1 
. (16835463) ' . . -- ' ' V 


7.30 5 News and Sport (S) (T) 

(6099237) 


8410 Ascension Island - Life on a 
Volcano. Ascension (sfahd was-a 
remote Atlantic volcanic peak until 
the FaJkiands war turned rt into a 
communications base. This flm 
explores the effects of the military 
buSd-up on the wkfife (9203904) 


94)0 


HHiHl Taking Care of 
Business (Arthur Filer 1990 US) 
Interesting stars, but a tired Idea 
f Trading Places by other means 
basically) this is a late entry in the 
yuppy nightmare cycle. James 
Belushi is jovial petty-thief who finds 
the FTtofax, contacts book and credit 
cards of uptight businessman 
Charles Grocfin, who is left stranded 
on the mean streets of LA (7)' 
(9206091) 


BBC1 Scotland 

AsBBCI England except 
1130 Landward (4701) HM5 
Sportscena - Match of the Day. 
(292237) 1130 HBsborough - the 
Legacy: Everyman Special Hazel 
tortoe Introduces htohfchts of St 


Johnstone vftangera 


Parkhead. Commentary by Rob 
Maclean. (727633) 1230 Harbour 


145 Joins BBC 
(43891980) 


faith, Inducting Christianity, Islam, 
Buddhism and 


even Satanism. Thfa 
week's programme features 
interviews with Yusuf Islam (better 
known as Cat Stevens) Charlie 
GSett and Stan Soence, with 


performances by PFR and NUsrat 
Fateh AB Khan. (7184625) 


1100 Water Rate (S) (5120898) 


1155 The Comedy Network (6951256) 
*9-9$ Major League Baseball (S) 
(48347386) 4.40 You Again? (R) 
(94497164) 5415 Move On Up (R) 
(66324873). 5.30 Serious Money (R) 
(S) (68093 67) To 6am 


PROFILE OF 
THE DAY 


REAL JAMES GOLDSMITH (8pm C4) 
One can apparently tell a lot about a man 
by the company he keeps - and Sir James 
Goldsmith (Harold Wilson had him 
knighted, for services against Private Eye ) 
kept the company of John AspinalL Paul 
Johnson and Takd, all of whom speak here 
about the founder of business empires 
and lost causes like Now! and the 
Referendum Party. 



*’• L t . • •''• 




RHINOCEROS (9pm ITV) Robson Green, in 
a familiar lovable rogue guise, joins former 
Heartbeat sweetheart Niamh Cusack in 
this romantic drama written by 
Christopher Green. Based on a true story. 
Green and Cusack play the estranged 
couple whose son has learning disabilities 
and goes missing during a train journey to 
visit his mother The ensuing search 
brings them back together again. 



Film of 

THE DAY 


DEMON SEED (T2mdn’t BBC2) This was 
only a hack directing gig for that 
wayward genius. Donald Cammell the 
man responsible for the 1960s classic. 
Performance. He still managed to imbue 
the otherwise preposterous story of a 
housewife (Julie Christie) terrorised 
(and impregnated) by her husband's self- 
aware home computer, with whatever 
style it does possess. 
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Radio 1 

(97.6-998 MHz FM 1 
630 Kevin Greening. 
104)0 Mark Goodiers 
Radio 1 Request Show. 
14)0 Jamie Theakston. 

3.00 Top of the Pops 
44)0 The Offioal UK 
Top 40. 7.00 Radio 1 s 
Dance Anthems with 
Dave Pearce 10.00 
Trevor Nelson. 12.00 
Emma B 4.00 • 630 
Scan Mils. 

Radio 2 
(88-902MHZ FM ) 

7.00 Don Madean 94)5 
Steve Wright’s Sunday 
Love Songs. ILOO 
Parkinsons Sunday 
Supplement 100 
Desmond Carrington 

3.00 Russell Davies. 
44)0 Fred Astaire: Step 
by Step 4430 Sing 
Something Simple 5.00 


Pam Ayres. 74H) Hugh 
day Hall 


Scully. 8430 Sunday 
Hour. 9.00 Alan Keith. 
104)0 Malcolm Laycock. 

HOO The David Jacobs 

Collection 124)0 Katrina 
Leskarich. 34)0 - 44)0 
Alex Lester. 

Radio 3 

(902-924MHZ FM ) 

64)0 On Air. 

94)0 Brian Kays Sunday 
Morning. 

1100 Artist of the Week 
Encore. 

1245 Music Matters. 

100 The Radio 3 
Lunchtme Concert 
2.45 Glorious John. 
44)0 100 Great Singers. 
445 Centurions 
430 The Year. 


5.45 Sunday Feature: 
The Rise and frail of 


feh. 

Private Passions. 


9.45 Chew Wbrks. 

Brian Kay introduces a 
selection of choral works 
lo celebrate sprinq. 
Haydn: Spring (The Sea- 
sons). Barbara Bonney 
(soprano) Anlhony Rolfe 
Johnson lienor) Andreas 
Schmidt (baritone) 
Monteverdi Choir. English 
Baroque Soloists, 'John 
Ebot Gardiner. Moeran: 
Songs of Springtime 
(excerpts). Fmzi 
Singers.' Rsuf Spicer. Brit- 
ten: Sprmq Symphony. 
Efcabeth Gale (soprano) 
Alfreds Hodgson (con- 
tralto) Martyn l-WI (tenor) 
Southend Boys’ Choir. 
London Symphony Cho- 
rus and Orchestral’ 
Richard Hckox. 

1U5 Elliott Carter. 

1155 BBC Phftiarmornc. 
lOO - 6.00 Throuch 
the Night 
Radio 4 

(92.4-94 6MHz FM ) 

6.00 News Briefing. 

64)5 Something 
Understood. 

835 On Yow Farm. 

6.57 WBaffier. 

7.00 News 

74)5 Sunday Papers. 

710 Sunday. 

7.55 Radio 4 Appeal 
84)0 News. 

8.05 Sunday Papers 

84)7 Sunday Worehip. 

8.45 Letter from 
Amenca. 

94)0 News; 

Broadcasting House. 
104)0 The Archers. 
tUS Desert island 
Discs 

12.00 News; Quote, 
Unquote 

1230 Sentimental 


730_$unday Play. 


Journey. 

12.58 Weather. 


The Glass Menagerie: 
Temessee WiKamss 
semi-autobiographical 
•memory play’ revolves 
around a mother’s strug- 
gle to find a genHeman 
caBer for her crippled 
and emotionally vutoera- 


any 

ble daughter. With Julie 
Harris. Calista Flock hart 


and John Gootfrnan 
935 Prokofiev. Piano 
Sonata No 7. Mauribo 
Poflini. 


100 The World This 
Weekend. 

130 AH the Rage 

2.00 News; Gardeners' 
Question Tima 

230 Marguerite Patten's 
Century of British 
Cook'mg. 

3.00 News; Classic 
Serial: VJfetta 

44)0 News; Open Book 
430 Adventures n 
Poetry. 

5410 News; Face the 


Facts 

5AO A Matnematcan 
Reads the Nev.’scapers. 
5.54 Shipping Fcrecas^ 
5.57 Weather 
64)0 5x0 Clock Nev.l 
645 Pick of the Week 

7.00 News: The Ar-cners 
745 Copy Snatchers 
Guests from around ;ne 
work) observe, parody 
and dissect topical 
British stones from 
foreign perspectives 
Presented by David 
Aaronovitch. 

84)0 News: Feedback. 
Roger Bol'.on presents 
the programme which 
represents listeners 1 
views about BSC radio 
830 Nice Work. ALscn 
MitcheB presents the 
series that helps veu find 
new work apportunities 
and explores the issues 
that change and shape 
your working fife. 

94)0 News: Duchess cf 
Delimit Ed'vma Cume 
tells the story of 
Elizabeth Chudeigh. 
Duchess cf Kingston 
whose trial ter bigamy at 
Westminster in TT76 was 
front-page news across 
Europe. One cf (he most 
scandalous figures at a 
scandal-ridden court, 
she was made lo pay 
Wily tor 
je. 'Bui ■ 
erkne society's attitude 
to women? (R) 

930 Analyse 'Beycrto 
the Pale'. Joblessness, 
poverty, no netv.'crk of 
friends and tamfly - 

Julian Le Grand asks 
how we can define soda: 
exclusion m a meanngful 
way which is capable of 
remedy. 

10.00 News: 

The Westminster Hour 
Carolyn Chinn presents 
the poStica! headEnes of 
the next week, live fxm 
Westminster, includr.g at 
1045 ‘Class Act'. In three 
programmes Professor 
David Cannadine locks 

at how wefl postwar 


prime ministers have 
handled the issue of 
class 1: From Churchill 
to Wilson 

11.00 News; A Go od 
Read Sarah LeFanu and 
guests comedan and 
r.pvetet Rob Newman 
and writer Sara Wheeler 
discuss (hen favourite 
paperbacks 
1130 Something 
Understood. 

124)0 News. 

12.15 Expenmenta' 
Fearure: Heights 
12.30 The Late Story. 
The Window 
12.48 Shipping 
Forecast 

100 As World Service. 
530 World News 


535 Shipping^Forecast. 


heavily tor a secret roar- 
nage. 'Bui vms the real 


5^40 Inshore Forecast 
5.45 Prayer for the Day. 
5^7 - 64)0 Farming 
Today. 

Radio 4 LW 

(138kHz 1 

12.00 - 124)4 News 
Headlines: Shipping 
Forecast. 8.00 • 10.00 
Open University. 

Radio 5 Live 

1693 9D9kHz MW ) 

630 Bnef lives. 

630 Breakfast with 
Andrew Neil 
930 SportsWeek. 

104)0 Sunday Service. 
11.50 Rat Race 
12.20 Sunday Sport 
With Beanor OkJroyd. 
Football: commentary on 
both FA Cup semi-finals. 
Manchester LHted take 
on Arsenal the holders, 

at Villa Park at 1230, and 
Newcastle, last years 


The tiimaK of this year s 
first major as the worlds 
top golfers chase (he 
coveted green jacket. 
Commentary by Tony 
Adamson. Julian Tutt and 
Andrew Murray. 

1230 Time oi My LiJe 
100 Up All Night 

5.00 - 6.00 Morrnng 
Reports. 

Classic FM 

‘1000- '01.9MHz FM ) 

6.00 Sarah Lucas. 9.00 
Clasyc Romanca 124)0 
Across toe Threshold 
w.th David Mellor. 24K) 
Alan t.tern 430 
Margaret Hov/artl 64 HJ 
Countdown Top Tea 

7.00 Smooth Classics at 
Seven. 9.00 Sunday 
tight ai 'he Opera. 

1130 Michael Mappsi 
14)0 CC'ncert. 34)0 - 
64K) Mark Gnffiths 
Virgin Radio 

C-215 1197- 1260kHz MW 
f05SMHc FM J 
630 Pete and Geoff. 
104)0 D3nny Baker. 

130 Ncfc Abbot 430 
Harriet Scon. 6.45 Lon- 
don Gating with Harriet 
Scot! (rMi/Janey Lee 
Grace iMW) 7.30 Janey 
Lee Grace. 10.00 
James Merritt. 100 
Richard Allea 430 • 
630 Phi! Kennedy. 

World Service 

(SehHz LW ) 


hr 


i>. d. 




1TE & CABLE 


Sky Premier 

6.00 Femmes Fatales 
(l27JSK>:i 630 Star Trek, 
the Motion Picture (1979) 
122688169). 9.00 Old Yeler 
11957) (4422411). 1035 
Batman and Robin H997) 
1375007821. 1230 Holy- 
wood Buzz (359851 130 
Plain Clothes 1 19881 
187643). 330 Mr Mum 
(1983) 1692469041 4J50 
Star Trek: the Motion 
Picture <19791 (13530275) 
7-00 Batman and Rotin 
(1997) 03334). 9.00 Barry 
N orma n's Film Nghi 
(37B79i 930 James 
Woods Speoal rt512l) 
104)0 Another Day in 
Paracise (1998) I67B546V 
1145 Donnie Brasco 
11997) (23393334) U50 

Glory (©89) (51650893) 
3.55 - G.OO Defenseless 
(1991) (63833096). 

Sky MovieMax 
64)0 UHF (1989) (67904) 
84K) Six Pack (19821 
fB7«1l 1030 How I Got 
nto Cotege (1989) (46091) 
124)0 The Associate 
(1996) (37102) 230 Six 
Pack (1982) (70072). 4.00 


1.00 Th© World Today. 
130 My Century. 24)0 


beaten finalists, plav 
George Graham's Spurs 


at Oid Trafford at 30Q 
And at £05. St John- 
stone play Rangers in 
the Scottish Clip semi- 
final 

830 News Extra. Susan 
Bookbinder with a 
roundup of the day's 
news and sport 
8.30 Bnef Lives 
9.00 The US Masters. 


The World Today. 230 
Meridian (Feature) 330 
The World Today. 330 
Global Business 4410 
The Wond Today. 4.20 
Sports Roundup 430 - 
7.00 The World Today. 
Talk Radio 

630 My Favourrte Year. 
7410 Rossis Momma Etf- 
ticn 10.00 Derek Drap- 
er and Pcjer hfitchena 
1&00 Sunday Sport. 
630 My Favourite Year. 
T-OO B^st of the Week. 
830 James Whate 
t -°° • 64)0 Mke Dckto. 


the Navv* (1955) 
(28583454) 430 Three 


Faces Wesl* (1940) 
(15028183) 535 Oosa 


Swirlings 
TOO Lon 


- (61612)230 - 

Long Play (1544367) 


Film Four 

64)0 A River Rms through 
(t (1992) (78019275). 8.05 
Legends of the FaB (1995) 
(20461275) 10425 
Kafifomia (1993) (7345411). 
1235 Twelve Motirevs 
(1995) (TW 04102). 230 The 
Hamster Factory and Other 
Tales ot 12 Monkeys 
(1084541) 4.00 - 630 
Room and Marian (1976) 
(4528015) 

Discovery Channel 

44)0 Machines Thai Wen 
the War (1776121) SUM) 
Extreme Machnes 
(6905782) 630 Ufomate 
Guide to Crocodfes 
(5047527) 730 Crocodile 
Hunter (8843817) 830 
Beyond the Truth 
18829237)930 Discovery 
Showcase (8822321) tLOO 


Sky Sports 1 
630 Fk ~ 


8)3633 


.B3633) 830 Extreme 
Sa*ng (82904) 930 Wbriri 
Wide Fkigby (38169) 1130 
Goats on Sunday (54695) 
1230 Insh Motor Sport 

. 1230 Suparbouts 
.. 130 Ausiraian 
’ League (B3492). 


330 Super League 
Sheffield vu ' “ 


Leeds (77188). 

530 Scottish Football St 


Johnstone v Rangers 
. 830 FA Cu 


— > Cup 

Ibali Special Manches- 
ter United v Arsenal 
162695) 1030 Spaneh 
Fooit»* (98797) 1230 
Scottish Fbotbal (95744) 


(129701) 145 Motorcycling 
(148966) 235 Cycfng 
(261411) 4.00 FootbaB 
f«40) 630 NASCAR 
(14091) 730 Footba) 
164072)930 NASCAR 
(36481) 1030 Sportscen- 
tre (905411) 1035 Tennis 
(723091) 11S5 Tennis 
1210343) 1230 Close 
UK Gold 
7.00 Angels (3131850) 

730 Angels (7581850) 
7.55 Blake's Seven 
(5275904) 8-55 Dr Who 
(89256614) 1030 Daias 
(12851459) 12410 Fibn: 
Battle of the River Plata 


Double Bfl (4005607) 830 
Ally McBeal (2005427). 
930 Jerry Springer Uncut 
(72930072) 1045 Enter- 
tainment Now' (7415091) 
1100 Sex Life (3862850) 
1230 Close. 


4> 


(SS7) (162908T7) 330 
The Bd 140511614) : 


TNT 

930 Mrs Soffef (IS 
(11704481) TUS Ea~, 
Dawn I Die* (1939) 
135943850). 100 The 
Comedians (1967) 
(57273734) 3.45 The Mask 
ot Fu Manchu’ (1932) 
(71083270) 530 Close 
Paramount 


130 FA Cup (80473). 330 
- ' - ' (15367) 


Cops in the Sky (3148140) 
“ Metical Detectives 


How I Got nto Coiteqe 
*30 The 


(1989) (2140) 630 
Associate (1996) (67508) 
830 Action Heroes (9053) 
830 Jackie Chan's First 
Strfce (19961 (54091). 1030 
Bulletproof (1996) 

(8204817) 1125 The Pack- 
age (1989) (457633) 145 
Night Force (1907) (1189198) 
2-40 Love and Other Cat- 
astrophes (1996) (8155837) 
430 Overctove (1997) 

4) 535 ■ 710 UHF 
4514034) 


Sky l 

HOO Three Faces West* 
(1940) (26568411) 12.15 
Frenchma n's Creek (1944) 

and the 

Crusaders H954) 
(3593633) 630 Cinema 
Nation (9955546). &45 
Safer of the Kina* (1953) 
MS The Tin 


1230 

1230 Metical 
Dei actives (6242270) 130 
Justice Fites (6999638) 
230 Close 

Sky One 

630 Hour of Power 
(7 7695) 730 What a Mess 
(91350) 7-30 Samurai 
Syber Squad (29985) 830 
Orson (14904)830 
Teenage ASen Fighters 
(1327b) 930 Simpsons 

S 930 Fokemon 
1030 Dream 
5169) HOO 

wresting (38633) 1230 
Kung Fu - the Legend Con- 
trues (21782) 100 New 
Adwntu’es of Superman 


Spanish Football 
430 Close. 

Sky Sports 2 

630 Vtetersports World 
(SH6508) 730 Aerotfes 
(1070891) 730 Wfartd 
Sport Special (8020576) 
830 Soccer (5556576) 
1130 The Snow Show 


(4298966) H30 Athletics - 
Road Race 


Race of the Mon pi 
1230 FA Cup 


atial (4929614) 330* 

Snooker (2535966) 530 


World Sport 

830 British Ralycross 
ChampiortshipG (3254430) 
630 Alhtohcs (324578^. 
730 Snooker (4279366) 
1030 Super Lean"® 
(4292782) 1230 ' 

Motor Sport 

330 The Max 
330 Closa 


-,.5^5 

Ask the Famfly (3273275) 
630 Baflykissangel 
(7525849^ 735 The 
Good Life (8485512) 7.45 
ib the Manor Bom 
(7674237) 125 F’OTTidge 
(9681169). 935 One Fool 
m the Grave (5060527) 
935 One Foot m the 
Grave (6392850) 11X25 
Auf Wiedersehen, Pet 
(89393275) 1L30 Hamish 
Macbeth (80437011 1235 
tember 27 (37282251) 

155 The Man from Aunt ip 
(75038744) 235 The Man 
from Auntie (T200015) 330 
730 Shopping (50158581 


■ H.innu.i 

Comedy Channel 

Quetess (5879) 7J! 


730 < 


- |-KJ 

Carafine in the Crty (5 
“ t Ybu 


. 730 

(5188) 


8.00 Mad about mu 
(45 27). 830 Spin City 
(6362) 930 Cheere 
®470U 9-30 Cheers 

g?782) 1030 Cheers 
£5091) 10-30 Cheers 
(©Wit). HOO Frasier 

’6) 1130 Whose Une 


(48546) 

«30 Film: Love and 


Death 09731(4 9753) <L 3 o 

SKSEtSiSt"" 


Almon Perfect r?D657) 


Living 

630 Cant Cook. Won't 


(30430) 230 Beverty HBs. 
330 VP 


1030 The Naked Runner 
(1967) (7648546) H4S 
Batiands (1973) (i77U4ii) 
130 Man-Trap (1961) 

235 France n 


(2782541) : 


90210 (876891 i 

430 Star Trek: 

i Mne (48985) 

Star Trek:" 

.630 The! 

3430) 830 Thei 
(9782) 730 King of I 
(5237)730: 
the Sun (5966) 830 
Earth: Final Conflict 
(73169) 930 The X Fites 
(86633) 1030 Miami Un- 
covered (56492) HOC 
South Park (49614) 1130 
Forever Knkjm (88411). 
1230 LAPD (43218) 100 


Sky Sports 3 

apoBwebai (5W82546) 
1230 international Cricket 
(97?tl558) 330 Cricket 
West Inc&es v Australia 
430 Cricket 
830 Cricket 
Wbsl Indes v AustraSa 
*«) HOO World 
H 3336966) 
11J0 The Snow Show 
(63487237) 1230 Close. 
Eurosport 


Cook (7530695) 630 

5™™iRescue 112344m 
730 Professor Bubble 
( 603 ^ 879)735 Barney 
■S' (6045614) * 

J50 Babaioos (4701053) 
7-55 Practical P aren tina 


Moil' and NSndv 
£0*4) 330 Abbott & 

Cpsteflo (73744) 430 

Ctosa 

Granada Plus 

Mission: It 
(6913904)730 
andSrock 
730 That 


;bie 


(1850362) 
My Boy 






■WJ5 PoLa Dot 
^2710350) 8JS 
Johnson and Friends 
(2575102) 835 My Zoo 

P^ticai Parenting 
P5S7WI 930 The Heat 

£ Oh (3®409i). a30 

tolt^k Wbnl Cook 
12902575) 1030 The 


JJ/1I7W ILMoff 




730 MqL 


MaUxcvcSng (61527) 
830 Foot ball (59072) 


n — ■wnw me 
Roxanne Show - Hiqh- 
fobIS (1258091) 10^ 



- + ,'JX ' •• 1 '■-<* 

S s iff’ ‘ s r L * ^ 



□rookside Omnfljus 

^^85)1230 Film: 
(2961782) 730 Rescue 9n 


1030 Motorcycinq 
(64508) tlOOMotoaoss 
(72091) 1230 Cycfing 


Style (1197275) 

Jeeves 

15333121) 

and Her 

^^*SSvSSS 

I2S1485CD 73Q 
I’hJ^^fter Time (33443341 

uoc 




.. j 




?■& 



^ 2V 

- fir* 


News; 

Ahgfia 

As JLWT except: 1230 AngSa 
News Sunday Supplement (95343) 
.230 The Maldra of Arfingtbn Hoad 
0879) 8J5 Angfa News (483053) 
430 SouxJtrax (83961183)430 
rrv Nighfecraen (7M7198Q) 530 
Coronation Street (15560) 

Central 

As IWT except: 1230 Lifefine 
(7690946B) 1235 Central 
Newsweek (3440695) 1235 

Central News (11617072) 815 
Central News and Sport (483053) 
4.00 Jobfinder (35980) 

HTV Wales 

As LWT except: 1230 The 

Rock That RoHed Away. Ibm 
Morton begtoa a personal journey 
that explores the retations'"- 
between rock music and 1 


W" 

% 


■3 ,L . *■' nT. ? -- . ■ ■ 


£.'f^;co ,v v-ss 

v. 1 . :• 


‘ ?CC 


tu ' 

jjj .=■.* 

Hi.*- 


12.2s 

Soccer Surelay (4934102). 1 235 
HTV News and weather (71617072) 
230 Waterfront ft879) 845 HTV 
News and Weather (483053) 430 
Soutdtrax (83961183) 43P ITV 
ivfightscreen (74471980)530 
Coronation Street (15560) 

HTV West 

As HTV Wales except: 12-25 
west Match Plus (4934102) 230 
Hope and Gloria (T879) 

Meridian 

As LWT except: 1230 7 Days 
(3441324) 1230 Meridian News 
and Weather (76985879) 230 The 
Making of Artngton Road (1879) 

845 Mention Tonight (483053) 

430 Soundtrax (83961183) 430 
[TV Nf^Ttscreon (71471980) 530 .. 
Freescreen (15560) 

West country 
As IWT except: 1045 Cartoons 
(1660459) 1030 Update (53879) 
1230 Wfesteountry Weekend 
Match (9534^. 230 Murray and 
MartWs FI Preview (1879) 845 / . 
Westcountry News (483053) 430 
Soundtrax P396TTB3) 430 FTV . . 
tv&ghtscreen (7W1980) 530 
Coronation Street (15560). 
Yorkshire 

As LWT except: 1230 Goals 
on Sunday (95343) 230 Calendar 
News and Weather (89174904) 

235 Murray and Martin s FI 
Special (51682275) BJ5 Calendar 
News ana Sport (483053) 1230 
Cybernet (TI73003) 125 Fkn: 
Dushman Duniya Ka Tragic tangled 
tale to which a talented young man 
faHs victim to the evfls of dugs. The 
Inappropriately named Lucky is 
Eked by all who know him. but 
despite a beautiful girlfriend and 
loving parents, ha faHs to with the 
wrong crowd and becomes 
addicted to hard drugs. Can those 
who love him persuade Lucky to 
kick the habit? (94069947) 4J5 
Jobflnder (84285 ZZ) 

Tyne Tees 

As Yorkshire except: 1230 

Newsweek (95343) 230 North 
East News (B9 174904) 845 North 
East News and Sport (483053). 

S4C 

As Channel 4 except: HOO 

T4: HoHyoaks (60319148) 1235 
Ftawnd a Rawnd: Omnlbws 
(84CKH508) 12.40 Pam Fi Duw? 
(15909430) 110 Gogwana 
(37983633) 145 Goi (71491594) 
230 Ffermio (99388459) 330 
Maniffasto (41761091) 3.30 Rygbi: 
Ftencampwriaeth y Pum Gwlad 
1999 (57372256) 630 Newyddwn 
(701 01879 1. 635 PObol y Cwm 
(61957782) 8.00 Dechrau Canu 
DBChrau Canmol (41739492) 830 
Licyris Olsorts (89958237) 935 
Tair Chwaer (54951053). 1035 
Newyddon (79532188) 1030 
Film: Reservoir Dogs (96284492) 
12JI5 FHm: Qty on Fire (3323T102) 
245 Closa 
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RADIO 1 

(9Z6-9R8MHZ FM } 

ZOO Mark Goodier. 10.00 Chris 
Moyles. too Emma B. 300 
Rado 1 ’s R 4 n* B Chart 500 
Judge Jules. 7.00 Danny 
Rampling - Lovegroove Dance 
Party. 900 Westwood - Radio 1 
Rap Show. 1200 Radio 1 
Reggae Dance ha li Nite. 200 
The Essential Mix: Carl Cox. 

400 - 6-30 Annie Nightingale. 
RADIO 2 
(8&-9Q2MHZ FM ) 

600 Mo Dutta. 805 Brian 
Matthew 10.00 Steve Wrightls 
Saturday Show. 100 Mel and 
Sue’s Comedy Breakdown. 100 
The News HiKldSnea 200 Alan 
Freeman. 300 Johnnie Walker. 
500 Paul GambacdnL 700 
From Station to Stadium: the 
Rolling Stones on the Road See 
Pick of the Day . 800 Raffing 
Stones bn Concert 900 Sounds 
of the 70s. 1000 Bob Harris. 

1.00 Lynn Parsons. 400 - 7.00 
Mo Dutta 

RADIO 3 

(902-92.4MHZ FM ) 

GOO On Air. 

900 CD Review. 

12.00 Private Passions. 

100 Lunchtime Concert (R) 
200 Listeners' Choice. 

400 Best of 3. 

500 Jazz Record Requests. 
600 Jazz Century. 

600 Opera on 3 Tchaikovsky's 
opera of fate, love and a three- 
card trick is based on a short sto- 
ry by Pushkin, whose bicentenary 
falls this year. Sung in Russian. 
With Plactdo Domingo tenor 
(Herman), Gafina Gorchakova, 
soprano (Liza), and Olga 
Borodina, mezzo (Pofina/Daph- 
rvs) Chorus and Orchestra of the 
Metropofitan Opera/Valery 
Gergiev. Act 1 

740 New York Stories Continu- 
ing the series in which novelists, 
essayists and playwrights who 
have moved to New York present 
portraits of the city through fiction 
and non-fiction. Ilan Stavans, 
edftor of the Oxford Book of 
Jewish Stories, reads his own 
story ‘Xerox Man*. An Orthodox 
Jew is caught steafing precious 
books from New York fibraries in 
order to photocopy them to fur- 
ther a bizarre theological quest 
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Pick of the Day 


AGEING FANS of Blake’s 7 are 
granted an hour of pure nostalgia 
this afternoon. The Saturday 
Hay (3pm R4) is “The Syndeton 
Experiment", penned by Barry 
Letts. It reunites the original TV 
cast, reactivates their battle with 
the Federation and featuring like 
“If we haven't made the hyper- 
jump within 97 minutes, well 
have missed the co-ordinates." 

From Station to Stadium: the 


&05 The Queen of Spades, 

Act 2 

9.05 The Met Opera Quiz. 
Wlam Livingstone puts Bsteners' 
questions to opera buffs Carolyn 
Abbate, Philip Gainsley and 
Terence McNally. 

9^5 The Queen of Spades. 
Acta 

10^5 A Price Worth Rayteg. 

A five-part series bn which former 
Radio 3 controller John 
Drummond takes a critical look at 
the state of opera in Britain since 
1945 2 "Beyond London*. 
Conversations with some of the 
key figures involved in the 
establishment and consolidation 
of Britart's regional opera 
companies in Carcfiff, Glasgow 
and Leeds. 

1105 Mixing it 

1130 Jazz ona 

100 - 6.00 Through the Night. 

RADIO 4 

(924- 945MHz FM ) 

6L00 News Briefing. 

&05 Sports Desk. 

640 Open Country. 

6^7 Weather. 

ZOO Today. 

900 Home Truths. 

1000 News; Loose Ends. 

HOO News; The Food 

Programme 

1130 From Our Own 

Correspondent 

1240 News; Money Bax. 

1230 The News Quiz. 

12^5 Weather. 

100 News. 

115 Any Questions?. 


Rolling Stones on the Road 
(7pm R21 gathers no dross, as 
the band reflect on their career 
There’s another chance to 
catch part one of Bronte's Wlette 
in the Classic Serial (9pra R4), 
starring Catherine McCormack 
i right) and the study of Elizabeth 
Barrett Browning in Adventures 

in Poetry (11.30pm R4). first 

aired last Sunday. 

Dominic Cavendish 


2.00 News; Any Answers? 0870 
010 0444 

230 Krerrffin Women. 

330 News; The Saturday Play: 
The Syndeton Experiment See 
Pick of the Day. 

4.00 News; weekend Woman's 
Hour. 

530 Saturday PM. 

530 Talking Pictures 
534 Shipping Forecast 
537 Weather. 

630 Six OCIock News 
6J5 The Now Show. 

6*45 Hearing with Hegley. (R) 

7.00 News; Saturday Review. 
7.45 Sporting Sermons In the 
first of three programmes examin- 
ing sport and its place in our 
national fife. Simon Bames looks 
at why the British alone should 
find the coffision of football and 
intellectual life so hilarious 

8.00 News; The Archive Hour 
Redeeming Features 

Four programmes in which Piers 
Ptowngfrt visits the BBC sound 
archives to listen to highlights of 
radio features that have excited 
him. 2: -Work'. 

930 News; Classic Serial: 

Vietta Charlotte Bronte’s rich 
and remarkable story of a woman 
growing in self knowledge, wholly 
modem in its understanding of 
love and obsession. Dramatised 
in three parts by James FrieL 
1 : Tjucy Snowe’. With Catherine 
McCormack. Sheila Reid and 
Benecict Rodboume. Directors 
Catheme Bailey, James Friei and 
Jonathan Keebla See Pick of 
the Day. 



1030 News and Weather. 

1045 The 1999 Reith Lectures. 
Five lectures about globalisation 
given by Anthony Giadens, 
director of the London School of 
Economics. For the first time the 
lectures are broadcast from 
around the world and given be- 
fore an invited audience who will 
join in the discussion. Melvyn 
Bragg is in the chair at the Royal 
Institution in London 1 : 

■Globa fisation’. 

1130 News; All the Rage 
Musical anecdotes from decades 
past The 1720s were a time of 
corruption and satire In the first 
of a four-part series, David Owen 
Norris and guests explore how 
the decade was reflected in 
popular songs performed by 
Lucie Skeapmg. 

1130 Adventures in Poetry. See 
Pick of the Day. 

1230 News. 

12.25 Experimental Feature: 

A Gentleman is Not a PoL 
1230 The Late Story: One 
Centimetre. 

12-48 Shipping Forecast 
100 As World Service. 

530 World News. 

535 Shipping Forecast 
5.40 Inshore Forecast. 

530 - 630 Bells on Sunday. 

RADIO 4 LW 

(198kHz) 

1230 - 12.04 News Headlines; 
Shipping Forecast 

RADIO 5 LIVE 

(693, 909kHz MW ) 

630 Dirty Tackle. 

630 Breakfast 


Satellite and Cable 


SKY P REARER 

CkOO Narrow Escape (1997) (84045). 

OJOO Trsehouse Hostage (1998) (20590) 
1000 Carpoot (1898) (83942) 1200 
Narrow Escape (1997) (47213) SLOO 
The Fiftti Element (1997) (24213). 440 
Carport (1996) (56069497) 5-45 
Treehouse Hostage (1998) (65589229) 
Z25 p:revtew (565010) 7.55 The Rfth 
Element (897) (98799039) 1000 Ewrt 
Horizon (1997) (620836) SeB Pick of the 
Day. 1140 Slack Rain (1989) (61069855) 
1-45 The Universal Story fl995) (921966) 
3 l 45 — 6-00 Moonshine Highway (1995) 
(18501904) 

SKY MQVIEMAX 

7j 00 Project X (1967) (70033)9-00 
To Face Her Past (1906) (46584) ttOO 
Fatso (1980) (13478) 100 Project X (087) 
(40300) 3.00 To Face Her Past (1996) 
(38836) 500 Fatso (1980) (35861) 700 
The Swarm (1978) (67519) 900 House of 
America (®90) (20897923) 1005 Rh/ert 
Edge (1986) (TTWIOlty 1200 LApparte- 
ment (1995) (348)8)200 The hfight Cater 
(1997) (269966) 405 - 600 Cal Me 
(088) (824458) 

SKY CINEMA 

HOO Monkey Business (1952) (7156713^. 
-0L45 The Nutty Professor (1963) 
(229T77W) 200 The Big Land (1957) 
(23528039) 4J5 A WBonake for Chrtety 
^ (19S1) (78726300) 600 Come FB the Cup 
9 (1951) (7350774) 800 

Prisoner of Second Awenue (1975) 
(8805869). 1000 Brubaker (1980) 
(3687T107) 12 J 0 The Laughing FtoBce- 
man (1974) (4844343) 200 Deadine USA 
(1952) (3370072) 305 The Big Land 
(1957) (12834492) 505 Close 
FILMFOUR 

600 Space Master X-7 (057) (6597381) 
7J5 The First Day (8007958) 800 Get 
Shorty (1995) (4944792 3) 9 lS 0 The 
Bystander from Hal (4037923) moo 
Heat (895) <8558*52) 1200 Ul FSc 
(1972) (4259527) 200 Southern Comfort 
• (1981) (7094546) 445 - 600 The Lost 
Wbrid (1960) (1136530) 

DISCOVERY CHANNEL 

400 Weapons of War (17BM9) 500 
Battlefields (6938010) 600 Battiefieids 
(3070855)700 Lost TrsaaxBS of the 
Ancient World (8949045) 800 Black Box 
(8852565) 900 Speed (594522$) 1000 
The FBI Files (8946316) HOO Discover 
Magazine (31887B8) 1200 Battbfleids 
m (60061^. too BatttefieWs (6922966) 

~ 200 Ctosa 


PICK OF THE Day 


THE CATCHLINE to Alien was 
“In space, no one can hear you 
scream," but that might just as 
easily apply to Event Horizon 
(10pm Sky Premier), which 
receives its satellite premiere 
tonight In Paul Anderson's 
unsettling, spedal-effects-laden 
sci-fi film, Laurence FIshbume 
(right) leads a mission - with 
Ram Neill and Kathleen Quinlan 
- to board toe Event Horizon, a 
deep-space vessel that has been 
missing for several years. 


SKY ONE 

700 What a Mess (S2687) Z30 
Superhuman Sarruai Syber Squad 
(68294) BOO The Adventures of Snbad 
(32045) 900 T he Simp sons (43836) 
900 Ffekemon (07788) 1000 Xena: 
Warrior Princess (64478) tLOO World 
Wresting Federation Live Wire (77942) 
1200 Vtforid Wresting Federation Shot 
Gun (7351S01 100 The New Adventures 
of Superman (B6039) 200 America^ 
Dumbest Criminate (202) 200 Americas 
Dumbest Criminate (2294) 300 Gitftyl 
(99039) 400 Star Trek Deep Space 
r^ne (74774) 500 Star Trek: tfayager 
(25®) 600 VIP (52103) 700 Xena; 
Warrior Princess (71520 8 -°° &&0 He« 
(20768) 900 ram: Sky One Special 
Feature: Karate Wd a (® 86 ) (7H05045) 
1115 JAG (26512C9- 1205 Showbiz 
Weekly (98817) OL45 Unsolved 
Mysteries (08607). 145 Fir* (283071) 
2-45 - GOO Long Play (6857*68) 

SKY SPORTS 1 

600 Hold the Back Page (54132) 700' 
Sky Sports Centre (73316) 800 Bcscing - 
Big Fight Countdown (6652) 800 
Racing News (W923) 900 Super 
League: London vs St Helens (96841) 
1000 AustraSan Rugby League: Nth 
Queensland vs Penrith (52671) 1200 
GSette Soccer Sahsday (3283039) 500 
Boxing - Big Fight Countdown (5300) 
600 Australian Rugby League; North 
Queensland vs Penrith (51942) ZOO Bas- 


Tb many youngsters Jimmy 
HOI is just a football pundit with 
a talent to annoy But to earlier 
generations, he was a very 
influential figure - as this profile 
for Playback (10pm History 
Channel) shows. As a player, he 
helped break the maximum wage 
fix* players (and indirectly aided 
today's superstars towards their 
huge pay-packets). He went on to 
become a successful managei; 
chairman and referee. 

James Hampton 


ketbafl Play-ott (27233) 9.00 Wbrid Wide 
Rugby - Super 12 s Tournament (57565) 
tLOO Gitette World Sport Special (37213) 
two Spanish Footbal (89316) 130 
World Wide Rugby - Super 12s Tourna- 
ment (T7332) 2L30 Basketball Ptey-oH 
(40275) 5-30 - 6J>0 Powerboat and Jet 
Sport World (46237) 

SKY SPORTS 2 

BJOO Sports Unlimited (8149836) 7.00 
Aerobics - Oz Style (3270279) 7.30 
Radng News (4725364) &00 Soccer AM 
(5996381) 12.00 Austraian Rules 
Footbal (3310045) 2-00 Snooker British 
Open (9663229) 54)0 Fastrax (5018771) 
530 Irish Motor Sport (3360045) 6 JJO 
The Max (3367958) 630 Boxing - Big 
Rght Countdown (3270010}. 7.00 
Snooker. British Open (4202294) 10.00 
Rebel Sports (6967215) 10.30 Irish Motor 
Sport (862T133) tLOO Major League 
Baseball - Game of the Week (6951294) 
2XM Figure Skating (2008121) 4-00 
AustraJten Rugby League: North Queens- 
land vs Penrith 16620879) 5JK> - 6A0 
Max Power (208237) 

SKY SPORTS 3 

12-00 Max Power (76267565) 1UK> 

World Motor Sport (10903749) 44)0 
Boxing - Big Rght Countdown (24951497). 
4430 Extreme Saing (24940381) 54)0 
Worldwide Rugby (51714836) 74)0 Max 
Power (93477T32) 8-00 Spanish Footbal 
(93391768) ULOO Basebai Max 
(31727300) 10430 UnbeOevabte Sports 



(51703720) tLOO Australian Rugby 
League: North Queensland vs Penrith 
(46140720) 124)0 Close. 

EUROSPORT 

7.30 Yoz Action (19756) 8430 YOZ 

Mag - Youth Only Zone (47671) 9430 Can 
(23519) 11.30 Snowboarding (87836) 

12.30 Curing | 6101 (J) 1-30 Motorcycling 
(79039) 2430 Tennis (60749) 44)0 
Football (3213) 64K) Motorcycling (46010) 
TOO Football (78949) 900 Curing 
(28565) 10.30 Motorcycing (20584) 
tLOO Can (86497) 1-00 Close 

UK GOLD 

74)0 Angels (3T7 t 478) 7.30 Neighbours 
Omnibus 1 7925 3687) 925 Dallas Onv 
rsbus (514572941 1240 EastfErxJers Om- 
nibus (716085T&) 34)0 The B* Omnibus 
(48908045) 5435 Film: Superman ID 
(19831 (42204768) 84)0 Wtvn a Carry On! 
(9604010) 935 Specially Selected 
Canned Cancer (9429958) 935 The Thm 
Slue Line (634TI26) 1045 Red Dwart VI 
(4680774). 10435 Saturday Night 
Comedy. Monty Python^ Flying Circus 
(3281923) TL35 Saturday Mght Comedy: 
L/ve at Jongleurs (7322671) 12.10 ram: 
Stent Running (1971 1 18127695) 1-50 Roc* 
Goes to College 00737817) 34)0 - 7JOO 
Shoppng wrth Screenshop 16344986) 

LIVING 

64)0 Can't Cook. Wont Co<?k (7563923) 
6430 Animal Rescue (12^1039) 74)0 Bug 
Alert (60661071 7.25 CaBou (1994045) 
7430 PoL.a Dot Shorts (4308045) 7.40 


9.00 CNIes on Saturday. 

1100 SportscaH 

12.00 The Treatment 

100 Sport on & Radng: afl the 
action from Grand National day 
Rugby Union: Frve Nations com- 
mentary from the Stade de 
France as France meet Scotland 
in their final game of the champi- 
onship. 

6.06 Six-O-Six. 

6.00 Move It 

8^0 Salmon in Crisis. Jeremy 
Paxman presents an investigative 
documentary about someth^g 
he feels passionately about - the 
plight of the salmon. 

9.00 Global 

10.00 Late Night Currie. With 
Steve Lefevre. 

100 Up AI Night 

5.00 - 6-00 Morning Reports. 

CLASSIC PM 

(10Q0-10t9MHz FM ) 

6.00 Sarah Lucas. 8.00 Count- 
down. tLOO Masters of Their Art 

12.00 Mfce Read. 3.00 Margaret 
Howard. 64)0 Classic FM at the 
Movies. 7.00 Smooth Classics at 
Seven. 9.00 Opera Guide: HLOO 
The Classic Quiz. 124)0 Midnight 
Music 2.00 Evening Concert 

4.00 • 64)0 Sunday Start 

VIRGIN RADIO 

(1215, 1197-1260kHz MW 
105BMHZ FM ) 

64)0 Pete and Geoff. 94)0 
Harriet Scott 12.00 Classic 
Countdown with Russ Wiliams. 
24)0 Rock and Roll Football. 
5.30 Wheels of Steel 104)0 
Janey Lee Grace 24H) - 64)0 
James Merritt 

WORLD SERVICE RADIO 

(198kHz LW ) 

1.00 The World Today. 130 
Soundbyta 145 Write On 24)0 
The World Today 2^0 Music 
Review. 3.00 The Worfd Today. 
3^0 World Business Review 
345 Letter from America 44K) 
The Worfd Today. 420 Sports 
Roundup. 4.30 Agenda. 54)0 
The World Today 520 - 64)0 
Omnibus. 

TALK RADIO 

6.00 OK to Talk. 84)0 Brian 
Woolnough. tLOO It's Round and 
White - wrth lorn Watt 24)0 Soc- 
cer. 54)5 505 with Gary New- 
born and Tom Watt 84)0 Dave 
Barrett 10.00 James H Reeve 

2.00 - 6.00 Mike Dickin. 


Johnson and Friends (1811836) 7S0 Ba- 
baloos (4134381) 7.55 Practical Parentiig 
(4133652) 84)0 10 pfes 2 (3020297) 8JQ 
Tny and Crew '98 (8349923) 8J5 Tny 
Tales (3226890) 8-25 My Zoo (4575382) 
a35 Tiny and Crew (7322855) 830 
Practical Parenting (9597768) 94)0 The 
Heat Is On (3437519) 9-30 Can’t Cook, 
Won t Cook (2008403) 104)0 Home and 
Away (5715045) 12430 ram: Sentrrten- 
tal Journey (1946) (22829565) 245 FDm: 
Her Life as a Man (1984) (7691687) 4J0 
The Roseanne Show - Highlights 
(69406294) 4.40 Maury Povich Doiite 
Bil (5506401G) 920 Michael Cote Double 
B» (96217590) 84X1 Ally McBeal 
(8700215) 900 Jerry Springer Uncut 
(72963300) 10.45 Entertainment Now! 
(7528519) TLOO Sex Life Down Under 
(3803178) 124)0 Close. 

TNT 

94)0 Soylent Green (1972) (93381381) 
114)0 Marlowe (1969) (90434861) 14)0 
Sunday in New York (1963) (90329985) 
34)0 Soylent Green (1972) (84624817) 
54)0 Close 

PARAMOUNT 
COMEDY CHANNEL 

TOO Clueless (7652) 730 Carol n* in the 
Crty (3519) 84)0 Mad about Ybu (6300) 
8430 Spn City 12107) 9.00 Cheers 
1230101. 9-30 Cheers (34229) 104)0 
Cheers (17010) 10J30 Cheers (46818) 
114)0 Frasier (35855) TL30 Whose Une 
Is tt Anyway? (70565) 124)0 Film: 
Bananas (1971) (71782) 1430 Club Class 
(23503) 24)0 Almost Perlect (19966) 
2^0 Tibs and Fibs (21701) 34)0 Work 
and Mndy (99053) 3430 Abbott & 
CosteSo (12053) 44K) Close. 

GRANADA PLUS 

SJOO Hart to Han (60Ot32i. 74)0 Bootsie 
and Srtudge 0956590) Z30 Thais My 
Boy (1879497) 84)0 Watering (1113768) 
8-30 Bowler 11117039) 94)0 The 
Avengers (9746045). 104)0 The Per- 
suaders (1868381) tLOO Man in & Suit- 
case (1951045) 124)0 Frfders Three 
(Tm855) 12430 Emm? rdale (7799584) 
34)0 Bonanza (4905039) 44)0 The High 
Chaparral (4080774) SJOO Hawao Five-0 
(69864 78) 6410 The Persuaders 
(5410861) 74)0 The Avengers (7329836). 
84)0 The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes 
(7338584) 94)0 The Dame Edna SaleBiie 
Experience (7318720) 104)0 The 
Whe flappers' and Shunters' Social Oub 
(7328107) tLOO As Granada Men & Mo- 
tors (9918039) 24)0 Close 


Regional Television Variations 


BBC1 N IRELAND. . .. 

As BBC 1 Eng hwid excepfc S40 

Newsfoe (527565). 

BBC1 SCOTLAND 

As BBC1 England except: 445 

Afternoon Sportscena Comprehensive 
results service from across Scotland. 
(8762720). &40 Reporting Scotland 
(527565) 1CL40 Sportscene - Match of .. 
the Day. Hazel trvine Introduces fughights 
of today's Tenrwrfis Scottish cup sartfr 
final between Celtic end Ouxlse United. 
PSjs a look ahead to Sunday^ semWIna! 
where St Johnstone take on Rangers at 
Rarkhead (7BW652) 

BBC1 WALES 

As BBC1 England e eq ± 445 

Final Score (3484SB) 4^5 Vfales on 
Saturday, fteky Piper presents a full 
round-up of the days sports ne»* end 
resUts (9312213) 5^40 Wales Today 
(527565) 

ANGUA 

As LWT except: 12430 Stopping the 
World. Richard Hal discovers a 
peradteicaJ group of islands which Be 300 
mte8 off the soumammost tip of feefia. 
(2359ft 105 Angfia News and Waather 
(15066403) 4J0S An&a News and Sport 


n3W855) ‘ tM R*m'- W®® 1 - &ad DewWs 
ptfaria^ at apredetabteratowhanhte 
past-tt bawr returns to the rtog tor a fixed 
fight with an opprf ten yearn younger. 
»en more glocrTHTiaidnci is ui6 fact that 
tNs ws one of the Mkbvght Express stars 
final tons before hte AJDS-lnkBd death in 
1991 With Jesse Dotan. Sam Gray. 
Rofcteon Rank Adu Steve BuscemL 
( 796546 ) 025 Bok Office America. The 
ctoematte show that reviews the top ten 
Hms In the USA and previews 
forthcoming releases, with behind-the- 
scenes gBmpses at the latest 
blockbusters In production. (62963904) 
150 World Footbal A round-up of the 
best football action from around the 
world, from South America to Bxopa 
Inducting news, interviews, and features 
on some of the game's lesser-fewwn 
characters. (96466890) 4A5 CD UK. The 
music chart show with Ivb arts In the 
gMffln bands on the road, and US 
Heetseekere' from across the Atlantic 
(7109343) 

CENTRAL 

As LWT except: 1230 Eastern Mx. 
Aslan arts and entertainment magazine 
with Sheas Dafrta, Raj Ghai, Archie Lai 
and DJ Ritu hcludsig an interview with 


las from Stereo Nation, tales from the 
Man subcontinent and a chance to win 
top fashion wear. (23590) 14)5 Central 
News and Weather (15966403) 44)5 
Central News, Weather and Goals Extra 
(1374855) 8430 News; Whether (561719) 
440 Jobfrrder (7100072) SJOO SprtSght 
Asia (43343) 

HTV WALES 

As LWT except: 1240 Movies, 
Games and Videos (23590) 105 HTV 
News and Weather (15966403) 245 
Praia TV. Two friends embark on a 
journey aroind Britarfs best adventure 
sports locations in an attempt at setting 
up their own television station. In this 
edition, the duo go to Battersea Park for 
London's biggest snowboard festival. 
Board X. (407045) 2-45 Dinosatrs 
(406316) 345 TvneCop (8085010) 44)5 
HTV Wales News (1374855) 140 Fin: 
Heart (795546) 3-25 Bax Office America 
(B2963904) 3J0 Wbrid Football 
(96486898) 445 CD UK (7109343) 

HTV WEST 

As HTV Wales except: 12430 
Bfissed Out Series in which members of 
the pitoic get a chance to prove 
themselves in the metfa. In this edition, 
three more people compete tor a chance 


to present next week's show with 
Vanessa Bewley and Simon Krsght And 
one viewer gives then viewport on smal 
sizes. (23590) 245 Movies, Games and 
Videos (407045) 2.45 Pirate TV (406316) 
44)5 HTV Wesi News (T3H855| 

MERIDIAN 

As LWT except: 12.30 Pier Pressure 
The programme that presents the arts 
from a youthful poxit ol view, with fast- 
moving. up-to-the-rruTute reports on top 
bands, events and i rends. (23590) Los 
Meridian News and Weather (15966403) 
2.15 Pirate TV (407045) 2^5 Champions 
of the Future A senes featuring Britain's 
best young kart racers, the Grand PrLx 
stars of the future. The contestants are 
aged between eight and si' teen and 
compete m three classes in machines 
capable of up to 80 mph. (406316) 345 
AJrwdt Action adwniure series With 
Airwolf in need of extensive repairs. 

Do mmc is pleased to receive a lucrative 
offer from a group of businessmen But 
who do they represent, and what is their 
objective? (6085010) 4.05 Meridian News 
and Weather (1374855) 1.40 Fifcn Heart 
(796546L 3J5 Box Office America 
(82963904) 3.50 World Foolbat 
(96466898) 445 CD UK ( 71093 J 3). 


WESTCOUNTRY 

As LWT except 12430 Movies. 

Games and videos (23590) 14)5 
Weslcountry News (15966403) 44)5 
WesiCOuntry News (1374855). 1.40 Film: 
Heart (796546) 3.25 Bax Office Amenca 
(£■9639041 330 World FootbaB 
(96466898) 4.15 CD UK 17109343) 

YORKSHIRE 

As LWT except: 12.30 Dinosaurs 
(23590) 14)5 Calendar News and 
Weather (159664031 44)5 Calendar News 
and weather (13W855) 

TYNE TEES 

As Yorkshire except: 14)5 Wxth 
East News 3nd Weather (159664031. 44)5 
North East News and Weal her (1374855) 

S4C 

As Channel 4 except: 6.30 

Newyddion (16013403) 6.«0 CMon 
Midffld (1*535213) 7.45 NewydCfiOn a 
Chwaraeon {68880361; 8.00 
Gwahocfcfcad <41762720) B JO Dilyn 
Ddoe: Streic y Ddafad Wyltt (41781855) 
94)0 Dar. yr Wyneb (60336395) 9-35 
NY PD Blue (92416942). 10J0 Top ien 
(270156521. 11.45 Guy* Dog (450234D3) 
1.05 Film. Bullet <n the Head (55677701) 
4.55 Ctee 


INDEPENDENT PURSUITS 
CHESS 

JON SPEELMAN 


after just two rounds of the 
tournament at Dos Hermanas. near 
Seville, before the rest day on 
Thursday there was already a sole 
leader Michael Adams. 

This is an excellent news for the 
the England No 1 , though the table 
will remain somewhat confused 
until the first round game Gelfand 
v Korchnoi, postponed while 
Gelfand was still flying in from Is- 
rael to replace the ill Alexander Mo- 
rozevich. has been played - which 
won't happen until the third and final 
rest day on 15 April. 

With that proviso. Michael was 
alone on 1.5/2 ahead of Korchnoi on 
1/1 (Korchnoi defeated Judit Polgar 
in the second round in the fine 
game detailed below), Polgar Kram- 
nik, Karpov. Topalov and Hlescas on 
1/2, Gelfend on 05/1 and Svidler and 
Anand on 0.5/2. 

As I showed on Thursday, in tbe 
first round Polgar had scored a sig- 
nal victory against Anand with 
splendidly sustained violence. 
Korchnoi, though, was having none 
of it and worked hard in the open- 
ing to avoid both her preparation 
and overly tactical play. 

The apparently modest 53d2!?. 
a line at one time favoured by the 
ex-world champion Vassily Smyslov, 
had the great advantage of being 
fairly unusual nowadays - when fee- 
ing youth, older players should al- 
ways try to roll back the theoretical 
decades! 

In his excellent Understanding 
the Grunfeld (Gambit £15.99), the 
Scottish international master 
Jonathan Rowson suggests that 
the knight should instead go Il..-Ne5 
and if 12.Qb3 c6 13i4 Ned? I4.dxc6 
bxc6 15.0-0-0 (though 15JRdl is also 
very possible > 15_.e6 to put the 
queen on e7 and then instigate play 
with ...Rft>8. 

Nevertheless. I suspect that 
Black would be doing perfectly well 
after 12.~e5, which White can't ex- 


ploit with !3_Bxb6? csbe I4.b4 since 
RcS! saves the piece ^ith an excel- 
lent game. 

As played, White got potentially 
weak doubled “f pawns" but after 
lSJNdii and i6.Qc3! Black’s need to 
defend the loose knight on a5 gave 
Korchnoi sufficient time to get in f4 
and then £ - perhaps she should 
have played 16...b6 to defend iL 
though that does invite Bb5 or Ba6 

at some annoying moment, or con- 
sistently tried 20...b5!? 

After 2l.a3! preventing the ex- 
change of queens and 23.Qb41 
Polgar’s queenside pieces were in 
a tangle so that she was prevented 
from initiating counterplay there. 

The point of the desperate 26,..g4 
was that if at once 26.. JJcbS 27Jivg5 
hxgo? tor 27...fxg5 28.Qe7+ Rf7 
29.Qxe5+ etci 28.Qe7+ RI7 
29Jto7+! forces mate. But Kordinoi 
still cleaned up easily. 

White: Viktor Korchnoi 
Black: Judit Polgar 

Dos Hermanas 1999 (Hound 2i 
Grunfeld Defence 


1. d4 Nf6 

2. C4 g6 
3Hc3 d5 
•LcxdS Nxd5 

5. Bd2!? Bg7 

6. e4 Nb6 

7. Be3 0-0 

8. Be2 Nc6 
9_Nf3 Bg4 

10. d5 Bxf3 

11. gxf3Na5 
!2JBd4 c5 
13JBxg7 Kxg7 
14.Qc 2 e5 
15J4dl Nd7 
16.Qc3 a6 
17J4 f6\ 
18£g5 

19 Jl4 h6 
20_Ne3 Qb6 
21.a3 c4 
22JRdl Nc5 


23. Qb4! Qb5 

24. f3 Rac8 

25. KCb6 

26. Kg2g4 
27J4xg4 Ncb3 
28.Rhgl Qxb4 
29^xb4 NbT 

30. KC Kh7 

31. Ne3 Nd5 

32. Rg6 h5 

33. N£l Nd4 
34J4g3c3 
35Jbxc3 Rxc 

36. Bd3 a5 

37. bxa5 bxa5 
38JVxh5 Ne8 

39. d6 Rf7 

40. d7 Rxd 

41. Bb5Rc2+ 

42. KT1 Rf7 

43. BxeS 
Black resigns 


Bridge 

ALAN HIRON 


IT IS all very well making a 
“pressure" bid - one that forces 
your opponents to make a deci- 
sion at an uncomfortably high level 
- buL having done so. it may be 
necessary to find an accurate 
defence if they accept the chal- 
lenge and bid on. This deal is a good 
example of what I mean. 

East opened One Heart and 
South overcalled with One Spade 
(double would have been a fair 
alternative*. West bounced to Four 
Hearts, leaving North with a guess. 
As you can see. Fbur Hearts may 
well have failed, but North, who, if 
he had been given a clear run, 
might have only raised to the Two 
level speculated with Four Spades. 
All passed and West led 7 A, which 
East encouraged with his king. 

Declarer ruffed the heart con- 
tinuation and led a trump to the 
ace. seven and two. As another 
heart would concede a ruff and 
discard. West tried +3. South won 
in hand and led another trump, 
shrewdly putting in the Ten when 
West showed out (playing the king 
would, oddly enough, have led to 
defeat as East cannot now be pre- 
vented from scoring two trump 
tricks by playing another heart 
when in with 4Q>. East won the 
Ten with his queen and tried a 


Love all; dealer East 
North 

♦ K.1U7 
S?93 
OQJ64 
+Q872 

West East 

♦A *Q432 

TA S 7 6 2 TKQJJ05 

C-7 5 2 OKS 

+ 10943 +J5 

South 

♦ J 9 8 6 5 

O' A 10 9 3 
♦A Kb 

third round of hearts, but declarer 
ruffed with dummy’s king, finessed 
successfully in diamonds and drew 
toe outstanding trumps. 

Did you spot the winning 
defence? West should not have 
worried about the ruff and discard. 
His partner's +2 on the first 
trump suggested a four-card 
holding (he could have petered 
with three), so another heart when 
in with +A would have proved 
effective. Wherever declarer ruffs 
and however he plays. East's 
trump length is enough to defeat 
the contract 
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